
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rooster’s Crow 
Greetings! We have had an incredible time with 

Vacation Bible School this week! What a blessing it 

has been to see all these kids, youth and adults 

come together to teach and learn about Jesus. I 

want to thank Cheri Byrom and Brandon Robinson 

for all they have done to make this week such a 

success. Everyone has done a spectacular job this 

week. 

     The puppet in the 3 and 4 years olds was a 

great hit. I heard about the grandma puppet from 

several kids. The kids will not soon forget their time 

with Cheri and Keith doing the Bible study for them. 

In rec time it seemed to me the bounce houses on 

Wednesday night were a big success and each 

night I peeked in to see what the kids were doing 

they seemed to be having a blast. Thanks goes to 

Arianna Byrom for being the lead in the Rec time. 

Crafts went exceptionally well. I was impressed 

with the stain glass pictures everyone did. Those 

were really cool. Thank you to Christina Robinson 

and Annette Moring and Chena for doing a great 

job there. Steve Turpin, Matthew Hernandez and 

the Bible study crew were just phenomenal. They 

kept the kids attention and taught the Bible with 

such enthusiasm, it was awesome to watch. The 

missions class this year went very well as well. 

Kids learned about Southern Baptist missionaries 

and some of the work they do overseas. Thanks to 

Zechariah Cogburn for leading that class and for 

sharing some of the stories from his trio to Africa 

with the kids as well. The music class was pretty 

cool to watch as the kids learned new moves to 

each song (they called it dancing). The music from 

Lifeway (the producers of this years VBS material) 

was very well done and made music that much 

more enjoyable. Thanks to Karen Kliewer for lead-

ing the music and Pat McRae for working the 

soundboard. The snack time went very well. The 

kids seemed to enjoy the food and snacks provided 

and only one class tried to start a food fight. A 

great big thank you to Joe Zaragoza and all those 

who helped in the kitchen. The youth and adult 

classes went very well and it seemed to me both 

were a success.  

Thank you to Bill Strauss for leading the adult class 

and Dusten Moore for leading the youth class. And 

finally, a big thanks go to those who were guardian  

angels.  
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AWANAS 

Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he shall not depart 

from it.” 

We are prayerfully pursuing an AWANA club for 
Somerset Baptist Church to be started on Sunday 

evenings this fall but will need parents who are lead 
to participate.  AWANA is a scripture memorization 

and discipleship program for children and young 
people.  AWANA stands for Approved Workmen 

Are Not Ashamed as found in 2 Timothy 2:15 
“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a 

workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.”  Children work through 
sections in handbooks geared to their age.  Most 

sections are completed by memorizing a Bible 
verse.  The handbooks build on each other and 

teach the children about their faith and encourage 

them to share their faith with others.   

AWANA is a fantastic tool that allows us as parents 
to encourage our children to memorize the Bible 

and allows us to guide their spiritual growth.  
Scripture tells us to put on the whole armor of God 

as we are in a spiritual war.  Our children are 
growing up in a Godless culture and will face this 
war every day.  Ensuring that our children have a 

strong spiritual foundation to face the world is by far 
the most important thing we can do as parents to 
equip them for life.  Please pray about joining us 

this fall as we invest in our children.   

The Future of the Church 
The newsletter is not generally a place 
for personal stories but I am making an 

exception this month to show how 
important ministering to our children is.   

As many of you know my child will be 2 
at the end of August. Effort was made 

this year in VBS to include her age group 
(toddler nursery) in certain events so 
that they may learn a little while still 

having the freedom to be toddlers.  My 
child relearned the sign for “Jesus Loves 

Me” from Ms. Cheri and Mr. Keith during 
story/puppet time, and she learned that 

“God loves me me me” during music 
time with Mr. Brandon and Ms. Karen.  

I took her to the gas station to get a coke 
and a snack. I mumbled pleasantries 

when I had to but mostly went about my 
business. My child however, saw another 

child of probably 5 or 6 years old. She 
ran up to him and said “God loves me me 

me” with the song motions and then 
signed “Jesus loves you” to this random 

child.  

My child who is not yet 2 shared what 
she knows of Jesus, what she learned 

this past week, with a random stranger.  
She was just so excited to share about 

Jesus’ love.   

Our children are still so innocent and not 
yet jaded by our fallen world. They are 
reachable and teachable and excited to 

share goodness and love.  Teaching them 
early and consistently will allow them to 

grow into adults who can stay this 
excited for the Gospel.   

We should all be as excited as a child to 
share our faith and knowledge of Jesus’ 

love. 

This is a story of one child. Imagine if half 
the kids from VBS and our own children 
are excited and share with their friends 

and random kids at the playground. They 
are the future of the Church.  We must 

take the time to teach them to lead 
them, and to be examples.  I can think of 

nothing more important after what I 
witnessed this week. 

The Rooster’s Crow Cont. 
The guardian angels shepherded the kids from one 

class to the next. They kept the kids on track and on 

time. There were to many to name but you know who 

you are and we appreciate all you did this week.  

   On Wednesday night the gospel was shared in the 

Bible study class and it was there we saw the ulti-

mate reward for our hard work as forty kids prayed 

the prayer of salvation and asked Jesus to be their 

Savior. Please pray for these kids to come to a  

greater understanding concerning the decision they 

made this week. Pray that we will be able to do follow 

up with them and their parents. What a great week! I 

truly believe the Lord was honored this week by all 

the effort and work.  

 Keith Cogburn 
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Train up a child in the way he should 

go;  even when he is old he will not  

depart from it.  

-Proverbs 22:6- 
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