
The Rooster’s 

Crow 
Well, here we are already a 

month into the year 2018 and it seems 
as if 2017 just ended. This year promises 
to be one in which the Lord does a 
mighty work in the church. In the five 
Sundays we have seen since the new 
year arrived we have seen four people 
saved and eight (including those four) 
have joined the church! That is an 
exciting first five weeks of the year and I 
cannot wait to see what else God has in 
store for us. 

I know some of what will happen 
because we had a calendar meeting on 
February 4 with many of the ministry 
leaders  and put many of the upcoming 
events of the year into place. This will 
help us to know when we will have 
certain events and make sure we don’t 
double book the Ark or the church. You 
can check out the calendar on the church 
website to see what those events are 
and when they will occur.  

This week ( Sunday February 11) we start 
our new members class for those who 
are interested in joining the church or 
who have joined the church in the last 
few months. If you are a new member or 
someone who is considering joining the 
church I would encourage you to take 
this class. It will be on Sundays at 9:45am 
in the Ark and will be taught by Bill 
Strauss. 

I pray you have a wonderful year in the 
Lord. My hope is to have many more 
people come to know Jesus, for many 
more to join the church and for all of us 
to grow in understanding of the Word of 
God as we “work out our salvation” 
before the Lord. God Bless you. 

Keith Cogburn  
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Some Thoughts on Prayer 

 

What is prayer to you? Is it an integral 

part of your life? Or is it just something 

you do when you “think” about it or 

when you “need” something? Do you 

begin and end each day talking to your 

Heavenly Father? Do you pray 

throughout the day for guidance, for 

others, for circumstances? Do you 

spend time praising and thanking God 

for all that He is and all that He does?  

If you aren’t you are missing out on a 

wonderful experience. When you 

spend time with the Father your life is 

full of His peace and love; you can 

face daily life without fear and worry.  

Prayer is an act of obedience ( see 

Colossians 4:2, 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 

1 Timothy 2:1) but more than that it is 

an amazing privilege. If you aren't 

praying regularly, give it a try. You will 

be amazed by the changes in your life. 

-Ada Sledge-  

Prayer Ministry Coordinator  

MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS! 

Sunday February 4 

5pm AWANA 

 

Sunday February 11 

10 am Children's Church Nursing 

Home Visit 

5pm AWANA 

 

Wednesday February 14 

7pm Church Business Meeting 

 

Saturday February 17 

7pm Family Movie Night 

 

Sunday February 18 

11am Baby Dedication 

5pm AWANA 

 

Friday February 23 

10am Golden Oldies 

 

Sunday February 25 

5pm AWANA 
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Thank You for the donation of clothes that you 

provided to Refugio County. The consumers were 

greatly thrilled upon gathering to collect the cloth-

ing that was available from Somerset Baptist 

Church. The kind gesture from your organization 

was very appreciated from our residents of 

Refugio County. 

God bless you 

Alice  Morej 

Family Movie Night  

February 17th at 7pm 

Bring the kids and the young at heart and join us  

We all need prayer. We all need to pray. Pastors specifically need prayer. The Enemy will do whatever he can to destroy the ministry of your 
pastors. Will you consider praying for your pastors in these specific areas? 

1. Pray for wisdom for your pastor. These leaders are often confronted with incredibly challenging situations and decisions. They need 

God’s wisdom to continue to be the leader of the church God has called them to be. 

2. Pray for your pastor’s protection. Your pastor will be attacked in so many different ways. Your pastor will be tempted again and again. 

The Enemy seeks to destroy. The Enemy wants your pastor’s ministry destroyed. 

3. Pray for your pastor’s family. They too are attacked, criticized, and sometimes bullied. They often feel isolated and alone. They need 

encouragement. They need prayer. 

4. Pray for your pastor to withstand the critics and bullies. Some of the critics and bullies are overt and aggressive. Others are passive 

aggressive. All are painful. And every pastor has them. 

5. Pray against discouragement from comparison. Before this week is over, a church member will likely tell your pastor to listen to a 

podcast by another pastor “to learn how to really preach” (actual words spoken to a pastor). Other pastors will hear numerous comments 
about the other great church in the community. The message is real and painful: You don’t measure up, pastor. 

6. Pray against discouragement from members leaving. It’s hard for your pastor not to take it personally. It’s really hard when the depart-

ing member tells your pastor to take it personally. 

7. Pray against discouragement from decline. Two out of three congregations in North America are declining. That is a painful reality for 

your pastor. That is a discouraging reality for your pastor. 

8. Pray against discouragement from disunity. “I wish I had every minute back I had to spend refereeing church members.” Those are 

the actual words of one of the Church Answers’ pastors I serve. The Enemy loves it when church members fight one another. 

9. Pray for discernment for “yes” and “no.” Pastors are pulled in a multitude of directions. They are expected to be in so many meetings, 

so many social events, and so many pastoral situations. They are really expected to be omnipresent. Pray they will be able to say “no” 
more often. Pray for their families who often get the scanty leftovers of the pastor’s time. 

10. Pray for financial pressures. Many pastors are underpaid. They struggle day by day with financial challenges. Actual quote from a dea-

con: “I like for our pastor to be underpaid. It keeps him humble and dependent on God.” That deacon is enjoying a life of leisure from in-
herited wealth. 

11. Pray for gospel opportunities. Pastors are energized when they have the opportunity to share the gospel. Unfortunately, many of them 

are too busy to take time to do so. The demands of the church are just too great. These pastors live lives of inverted priorities and frustrat-
ing days. 

Do we really want healthy churches? Do we really want to defeat the Enemy in these battles? 
Pray for your pastor. Start today. Take five minutes of each day to pray for your pastor. It may be the greatest contribution you can make to 
your church. 
Thom Ranier 
http://thomrainer.com/2018/01/eleven-specific-ways-pray-pastor/ 

ELEVEN SPECIFIC WAYS TO PRAY FOR YOUR PASTOR 


