
 
An article by David Piotrowski 

“And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall 

be able to teach others also.  

Titus 2:2 

 

UNDERSTANDING WORDS 
WITH RESPECT TO THE WORD RESPECT 

 

 

A previous article explained how God “respected” Abel’s offering, while not “respecting” Cain’s offering:  Genesis 4:4-5.  In 

that article, we read that, God “favored” the “good will” of Abel’s offering (Verse 4), but did not do so, for Cain’s offering 

(Verse 5).  Furthermore, we were reminded of what Hebrews 11:4, says: “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent 

sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts, and by it he being dead 

yet speaketh.”  

 

Regarding Genesis 4:4-5, Noah Webster, in his 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language, used the words “favored,” 

and “good will,” as synonyms for “respect.” Within the boundaries of “usage,” and “context,” we can trust that Webster 

chose the best, most comparable, synonyms, to exact, these most appropriate, meanings, of “respect.” We can trust this, 

because Webster, was a devout Christian.  He often used Scripture to help clarify the meanings of words.   This is not true, 

with the more “modern,” and “progressive,” dictionaries, even those that ascribe his name, to them.   

 

In Genesis 4:4-5, the word “respect,” is defined positively, i.e., “favored,” and “good will.” However, God does not always do 

this.  For instance, His use of the word, “respect,” in the following example, has a different connotation, altogether.  In fact, 

we will see that this designation, is negative.   

 

As proof of this, we find, that, in Leviticus 19:15, the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying, “Ye shall do no unrighteousness in 

judgment: thou shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor honour the person of the mighty: but in righteousness shalt thou 

judge thy neighbour.”  Quoting Webster, we see that, in this instance, “respect” is to “suffer (have) the opinion or judgment; 

to be influenced or biased by a person, of right and equity.”  

 

Clearly, as Christians, we ought not have, this kind of, “respect,” for people, as this kind of “respect,” shows bias, or prejudice, 

and/or, simply offers, an opinion.  According to Leviticus 19:15, this kind of “respect” has no regard for a person’s rights or 

equity.   

 

However, by placing NOT, and NOR, directly in front of the word “respect,” its negative connotation, immediately changes, 

to one that is, positive.  While the meaning of “respect” remains the same (biased, opinionated, or prejudicial), Christians 

are NOT,  to show, this kind of “respect,” either to the poor (simply because they, are so), NOR, are they, to “honour the 

person of the mighty,” (just because they, are so).  Rather, Christians are to be righteous, as God is righteous, because, as He 

says, in 2 Samuel 14:14, “For we must needs die, and are as water spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again; 

NEITHER doth God respect any person: yet doth He devise means, that His banished be not expelled from Him.”   

 

In the ordinary sense of the word, and in this country, a person may be “respected,” because he or she holds a certain position 

or title, or has been deemed honorable, courageous, trustworthy, and/or, who has a reputation for being honest and 

forthright.  Such a person would be highly “regarded” amongst his or her peers.   It would be unlikely that such a person 

would have gained such “respect,” had it not been earned.  A person should not wake up some day, having accomplished 

nothing, and expect that he or she will, automatically, be “respected.”  In this case, “respect,” is synonymous, with “regard.” 

 



 
2 UNDERSTANDING WORDS 

1 Peter 1:17 says, “And if YE call on the Father, Who WITHOUT respect of persons JUDGETH according to every man’s work, 

pass the time of your sojourning here in fear.”  Again, we note, that God is no respecter of persons; however, Webster uses 

this verse to show that, though God is not a respecter of persons, even “saved” people, are to do the work, of God.  God does 

not “favor” one person over another, but He will judge “according to every man’s work.”  So, God has “regard” for those who 

have trusted Him, but it is only a “partial” regard, until, and unless, good works, come to fruition.  

 

Can you guess (surmise) what kind of “respect” James is talking about, as he says, in James 2:2-4: “For if there come unto your 

assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile raiment; And ye have respect 

to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, 

or sit here under my footstool: Are ye not then partial (“favoring” one person over another) in yourselves, and are become 

judges of evil thoughts?”   

 

Surely, at this point of the article, there ought to be little doubt that, the above example, places “respect” in the objective 

(versus, subjective), category.  How?  Webster tells us: “Our appetites and passions should be in subjection to our reason, 

and our will should be in entire subjection to the laws of God.”  Since one’s peculiar bias, prejudice, and/or opinion, are not 

consistent with God’s laws, there can be no certainty of truth attached to this type of “respect.”  Because the word, “respect,” 

in James 2:2-4, is meant to project an opinion, prejudice, or bias,  toward others; and, since “God is no respecter of persons” 

(Acts 10:34), Christians must avoid using this type of “respect,” when dealing with other people.  Instead, they ought to 

consider what Jesus taught them, in Matthew 7:12: “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do 

ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.” 

 

Christians need to be careful, when, and if, they “have respect to persons,” (in the sense of being bias, prejudicial, or, 

opinionated), as James 2:9 says, “But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as 

transgressors.” 

 

When Christians are uncertain about the meanings of certain words, they will be uncertain about what God is trying to tell 

them, in His Word. Perhaps, before reading their Bibles, they should pray, for “Understanding:” Proverbs 3:5-6. Perhaps, they 

ought to pray, for “Wisdom:” James 1:5. When they come across a word which may be foreign to them, it would behoove 

them to consult a person of God; i.e., the Pastor; or, they might be obliged to consult another Godly source, such as Webster’s 

1828 Dictionary.    

 

Genesis 1:27 says that God created us all in His image.  Therefore, no man (or woman) is any better than another man (or 

woman).  Christ died for the entire world:  John 3:16. Every Christian, can know, God’s Word.  It is not too difficult for any 

Christian to read, and, to understand, and, to apply, His Word, to their lives. This, after all, is most important. Reading God’s 

Word is wonderful.  Understanding what He has given us to read, is better.  Meditating, upon His Word, is better yet.   

Applying what is read, and meditated upon, should, be the goal, of each, Christian.  Does not the Holy Spirit reside in each 

believer; furthermore, does not the Word of God, contain “sound words?”  Yes, and yes: 2 Timothy 1:13-14. 

 

In John 7:24, Jesus says, “Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgement.”  2 Corinthians 10:7 says 

“Do ye look on things after the outward appearance?  If any man trust to himself that he is Christ’s let him of himself think 

this again, that, as he is Christ’s even so are we Christ’s.”  

 


