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Lessons from the Canyon 
What is science without faith’s sense of wonder?
     For as long as I can remember, I have been an amateur 
astronomer. I have always been preoccupied with looking up. As a 
teenager, I found myself looking in new directions: both up and 
down. I found myself fascinated by the study of geology. Learning 
geology was like learning to read. Rocks became like books, each 
telling a story of a strange but familiar past. And, if rocks are like 
books, then perhaps there is no greater library than the Grand 
Canyon. From the rim, you can look back nearly 1.8 billion years 
into the Earth’s geologic record—that’s almost 1/3 of the Earth’s 
history!!! 

As Abby and John searched for fossils along the rim of the 
canyon, I watched hikers descend into the canyon. At each 
successive switchback, these hikers shrank smaller and smaller, 
until they were no bigger than ants from my perspective. Walking 
along a trail in which each step represents a million years, 
watching hikers nearly disappear into the depths of the Grand 
Canyon, I was struck with both the enormity of the Canyon, and 
the smallness of human life. 

Some might view the Grand Canyon’s vast geologic record 
as science prevailing over religion. But for me, beholding the 
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Your Faith, Our 
Story continues 

May 8th 

     Want to learn more about 
the Episcopal Church? Our 
new class, “Your Faith, Our 
Story” is off to a wonderful 
start! The class is designed to 
both introduce and 
refamiliarize the history, 
practices, and beliefs of the 
Episcopal Church. This month’s 
class will offer an introduction 
to the Book of Common 
Prayer.  “Your Faith, Our Story” 
continues the second Sunday 
of every month.  

Volunteers needed 
for June 1st 

Community Supper 

 Christ the King is proud to 
partner with the Quincy 
Community Supper Program 
to provide meals and 
fellowship within the Quincy 
Community. CTK will be 
hosting the Wednesday, June 
1st Community Supper, and 
we need your help! Please sign 
up to help volunteer at this 
wonderful outreach ministry. 
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canyon gave me a pervasive sense of both God’s Grace and 
presence in our lives. 

What unites science and faith is wonder
      Time and time again, our culture insists upon pitting science 
and religion against one another. But in my mind, science and 
faith are quite compatible. I’ve been reading Carving Grand 
Canyon, trying to learn about all the geological systems that 
worked in concert to create this wonder, and yet, despite all the 
competing theories that attempt to explain how the Grand 
Canyon was formed, there is nothing that contradicts our biblical 
understanding of a loving God who created this world for our 
enjoyment. Both geology and theology are quests to seek the 
truth, but they do so by asking two very different questions. 
Science seeks an answer to the question “How?” while faith asks 
“Why?”
     It may seem strange, but science actually brings me closer to 
God. When I marvel at the complexity and enormity of the 
Earth’s geological systems, I find my faith in our God of creation 
renewed. I hear the Psalmist’s sense of wonder:  “When I 
consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and 
the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are 
mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?” (Psalm 
8:3-4) 

     Sitting atop the Grand Canyon, I felt God’s Grace. Not just in 
the blessing for the opportunity to enjoy this scene with my 
family, but merely to be created at all. Psalm 90 says “Lord, you 
have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth 
and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.You 
turn us back to dust, and say, “Turn back, you mortals.” For a 
thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past.”

     Contrasted against the bedrock beneath me, I could sense the 
frailty of human life; compared to the depths of the canyon, I felt 
the brevity of this life. 

     Exploring this world with the help of scientists has aided my 
understanding of the Divine. Physics, geology, mathematics: they 
all help to attest to a God who loved to create. Creation, in turn, 
sings the praises of the One who created all things. May we join 
that chorus. 

-Fr. Matt+
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Family Films on 
Faith May 14th 

    Due to a conflict with the 
Quincy Children’s Fair, our 
Family Fun Day has been 
postponed. However, we will 
be showing The Peanuts Movie 
on May 14th from Noon-2PM. 
Popcorn, Red Vines, and Diet 
Soda are provided.  We look 
forward to seeing you then! 
     

Sunday School 
Teachers Wanted  

 Interested in helping teach 
Lego Sunday School? Please 
let Fr. Matt or Kristy know—
we’re looking for more 
volunteers to help in this 
important ministry.  

Pentecost Potluck 
May 15th  

 To celebrate the traditional 
“Birthday of the Church,” Christ 
the King will be hosting a BBQ 
Potluck on Sunday May 15th 
following the service. On this 
festive day, Christ the King will 
welcome its two newest 
members—Emma and Boone 
Stafford—as they are Baptized 
into the household of God 
during the service!!!  
 CTK will provide Burgers 
and Hot Dogs, and we are 
asking parishioners to help 
augment the meal with Chips, 
Drinks, Salads, and Desserts. 
Please sign up to bring a dish 
in the Narthex! 

http://christthekingquincy.org


CHRIST THE KING EPISCOPAL CHURCH MAY 2016

�3

Prayer List 

Birthdays: 
Lilianna 

Anniversaries: 

For those expecting a child: 
  

In thanksgiving for newborns:  
Camden Ray Kurpjuweit 
Rebecca Reeves Leacock 

For those in the hospital: 

For those in need of  healing: 

Linda 
Chris 

Margaret 
Torrey 
Klytia  
Leila 
Robin 
Joseph 
Betty 

For those who have died: 

For those in need: 

For those who travel: 

The Hecks 

Special Concerns: 

Christians in the Holy Land 

For those about to be Baptized 
Emma and Boone 

Dylan 

CTK Mission Priorities
St. Giles’ Hall Renovations:

     The St. Giles’ Hall Use Application is now available on 
our website. If you have a group that would like to meet in 
St. Giles’ Hall, please see Fr. Matt or download and submit 
the form. 

Weekly Attendance:

     Here is a comparison of our March attendance reports 
from 2015 and 2016:

Anglican/Episcopal Brand Awareness:
     Fr. Matt’s Newcomers’ Class “Your Faith, Our Story” 
begins April 10th with an introduction to the Episcopal 
Church and the history of the Anglican Communion. We 
hope to see you there!

Budget Update:

     To help keep parishioners informed of our parish 
finances, we will be providing monthly updates in the parish 
newsletter and weekly bulletin announcements. 

Monthly Attendance April 2016 Previous Year

Week 1 15  (Easter Sunday)  22

Week 2 27 16

Week 3 23  (Bishop’s Visit)  31

Week 4 17 7

Year to Date 389 263

April 2016 Monthly 
Budget

YTD +/- 
Budget

Plate Donations $185 $150 -$38

Pledges $2393 $2700 -$381

Totals $2578 $2850 -$419

Designated $70 $0

http://mychurchwebsite.s3.amazonaws.com/c4320/st_giles_use_application.pdf
http://mychurchwebsite.s3.amazonaws.com/c4320/st_giles_use_application.pdf
http://christthekingquincy.org
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May Worship Schedule

Date Reader Chalice Coffee Sunday School Lessons

May I

Easter VI

McNett James Batson Warren

Mary and 
Martha

Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67;

Revelation 21:10, 22:22-22:5; John 14:23-29

May 8

Easter VII

Muñoz Muñoz Muñoz Warren

Baptism of 
Jesus

Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97;

Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26

May 15

Pentecost

Gimbel Gimbal Stafford No Sunday 
School

Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:25-35, 37;

Romans 8:14-17; John 14:8-17, 25-27

May 22

Trinity Sunday

Way Morning 
Prayer

Way Crews

Pentecost

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8;

Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15

May 29

Pent. II Proper 4

TBA Rev. Tina 
Campbell

Warren No Sunday 
School

I Kings 8:22-23, 41-43; Psalm 96:1-9;

Galatians 1:1-12; Luke 7:1-10

June Worship Schedule

Date Reader Chalice Coffee Sunday School Lessons

Wednesday June 1

Community Supper

June 5

Pent. III Proper 5

McNett James Batson Warren I Kings 17:17-24; Psalm 30;

Galatians 1:11-24; Luke 7:11-17

June 12

Pent IV. Proper 6

Muñoz Muñoz Muñoz Warren II Samuel 11:26-12:10, 13-15; Psalm 32;

Galatians 2:15-21; Luke 7:36-8:3

June 19

Pent. V Proper 7

Way Way Hood Crews Isaiah 65:1-9; Psalm 22:18-27;

Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39

June 26 Gimbel Gimbel Warren Warren I Kings 19:15-16, 19-21; Psalm 16;

Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62

http://christthekingquincy.org

