
What Is Confirmation? 

[From Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation, CPH 1991, page 245] 
 
What is confirmation? 
 
 Confirmation is a public rite of the church preceded by a period of instruction designed 
to help baptized Christians identify with the life and mission of the Christian community. 
 
 Note: Prior to admission to the Lord’s Supper, it is necessary to be instructed in the 
Christian faith.1 The rite of confirmation provides an opportunity for the individual Christian, 
relying on God’s promise given in Holy Baptism, to make a personal public confession of the faith 
and a lifelong pledge of fidelity to Christ. 
 
Matthew 10:32-33 “Whoever acknowledges Me before men, I will also acknowledge him 

before My Father in heaven. But whoever disowns Me before men, I will 
disown him before My Father in heaven. 

 
Revelation 2:10 “Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of 

life.” 
 
What are the promises that will be made at confirmation? 
 
[taken from Lutheran Service Book, “Confirmation,” pages 272-274] 
 
P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that 

God gave you in your Baptism? 
R Yes, I do. 
 
P Do you renounce the devil? 
R Yes, I renounce him. 
 
P Do you renounces all his works? 
R Yes, I renounce them. 
 
P Do you renounce all his ways? 
R Yes, I renounce them. 
 
P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 
R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

 
1 1 Corinthians 11:28   “Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink of the cup.” 



R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. He will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

 
P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God? 
R I do. 
 
P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the Scriptures, 

as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 
R I do. 
 
P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 
 
P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain 

true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 
 
P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church to suffer all, even death, 

rather than fall away from it? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 
 
[from Confirmation in the Lutheran Church by Arthur C. Repp, CPH 1964, page 179] 
 
 What are the essential elements of confirmation? From all that has been said, it seems that 
there are but three such elements: the instruction in the Word, the confession of faith, and the 
intercession of the congregation, accompanied by the laying on of hands… 


