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CATECHISM 
Martin Luther found during a tour of the churches that many of the people knew nothing at all about 
Christian doctrine (teaching). Even many of the “pastors” were not fit to teach, for they themselves were 
poorly informed concerning the Bible (since many had previously been monks or simple priests in the 
Catholic Church). So, in 1529, Luther wrote his Small Catechism to help the people learn “the chief parts 
of Christian doctrine.” It is called the Small Catechism, because he also wrote a large one for instructing 
the pastors as they instructed the people. It is called a Catechism, because it is a book of instruction in the 
form of questions and answers. 
 

GOAL 
A study of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in 2000 showed that of the children baptized, only 50% 
were later instructed in the Christian faith and confirmed in the Lutheran Church. It is the goal of the 
Bethel catechism process that at least 80% of children baptized at Bethel Lutheran Church will go on to 
be confirmed as communicant members.  
 

ATTENDANCE 
The catechism process ultimately leads to a young person being confirmed as a communicant member of 
Christ’s Church on earth. Subsequently, attendance is mandatory: 

• ACOLYTES – this is a servant-event for each young person to participate in as an essential aid to 
the congregation’s worship. Every student will serve as an acolyte whenever they are scheduled 
to serve; for special services (Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc.), we will ask for volunteers. 

• CLASS – the weekly catechism classes will be held on Sundays at 9:15 am in the Boardroom. While 
some of the traditional “holidays” are respected in not having class, not all of them will be (in 
order to give us enough sessions for an effective program). It is simply impossible for the student 
to learn anything when they are repeatedly absent; and it is extremely disruptive to the entire 
class when students are repeatedly tardy in their attendance; hence, class begins at 9:15 am…not 
9:16, 9:17, or – well, hopefully, you get the picture. 

• WORSHIP – the weekly worship of the Lord God is not a matter for discussion or negotiation; God 
expects His people to worship Him each week. Likewise it is the expectation of the confirmation 
students that they will be faithful and regular in their worship attendance. (Parents, it makes it a 
lot easier when you come and bring them to worship and Sunday school; it also may help you 
grow in your faith, as well!) 
 

REQUIREMENTS  
These are the requirements for the Eighth Grade class on the Small Catechism: 

• SERMON SUMMARIES – a sermon report sheet will be available for students when they come to 
church services; pick one up, complete it, and return it to the instructor. The completion of 
summaries is required.  



• HOMEWORK – there will be work from Foundations in Faith to be done the week previous to each 
lesson; the degree to which the student is capable to participant will indicate whether or not they 
actually did their homework. 

• MEMORY WORK – there will be weekly memorization assignments for each week; there will be a 
fill-in-the-blank test at the beginning of each class session. 

• SERVICE – helping to develop a servant mindset similar to Jesus, the Servant-King is also part of 
growing into Christian maturity; whenever and wherever possible, students will be invited to 
participate in the life and service of the Bethel congregation. 

• GRADING – while tough, the grading policy for the catechism class is meant to be both an 
encouragement and a challenge to the students: 

o PARTICIPATION . . . there are 28 sessions (does not include “holiday” weekends). This also 
includes worship attendance. Since the Catawba School holiday weekends have been 
accounted for, 100% attendance is expected. Sickness is excused, but work will be caught 
up from any week missed. 

o THE COURSE . . . there are weekly assignments to be completed for each week. From the 
level of dialog and interaction, a student will show whether or not they have prepared. 
Each student’s workbook will be turned in for evaluation at least 4 times during the year 
at the instructor’s discretion. The work must be up to date to be acceptable; if not, the 
student will have been considered to have “failed” the evaluation. To be confirmed, each 
student’s evaluations will have a minimum of 3 out of 4 passing assessments. 

o SERVICE . . . each student will serve as an acolyte throughout the year on Sundays as well 
as special services. The class will identify, plan, and complete a mission/service project for 
the church by the end of the academic year. 

 
DISCIPLINE 
The discipline policy for the catechism class is very simple – BEHAVE. The management of any discipline 
problems will look like this: 

• FIRST OFFENSE – the student will be requested to change their behavior; there is the possibility 
of extra work or serving being required. 

• SECOND OFFENSE – the student will be removed from the classroom until able to behave in an 
appropriate manner. 

• THIRD OFFENSE – the student will be removed from the classroom and the parent(s) will be 
required to come and retrieve them for the rest of class. Additionally one of student’s parent(s) 
will attend the next class session with them. 

• ADDITIONAL/ONGOING PROBLEMS – if the behavior of the student continues to be a problem for 
proper instruction to take place and the welfare and/or learning of the class is being jeopardized, 
the parents will be required to meet with the Pastor(s) and Youth Ministry staff person for 
consultation. 

 
DRESS CODE 
Although this has not been a part of the class expectations historically, it is a request that each of the 
students will dress appropriately when participating in class, worship, or outside events: 

• ACOLYTES – Young ladies participating as an acolyte should dress in a lady-like fashion; no shorts, 
revealing tops or short skirts; flip-flops or disheveled shoes. Young men, likewise, should not wear 
less-than-honorable clothing such as t-shirts with questionable words, illustrations, or logos; 
slouching pants without a belt; or otherwise distracting clothing; proper attire would be nicer 
slacks or jeans, polo shirt or dress shirt, and nicer shoes or boots. 



• CLASSROOM – Appropriate dress for class is similar to above, but the basic rule is that we want to 
honor God in all that we say and do; inappropriate dress can show disrespect toward God, our 
fellow students, and even our own bodies. 

• OFF-CAMPUS EVENTS – Whether we’re on a service adventure, mission trip, or simply at a 
fellowship event, we want to make a favorable impression on anyone who comes into contact 
with Bethel youth.  


