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Our Mission Statement 

To help one another grow in Christian faith through worship, witness, fellowship, and 

service to our community and the world. 

October 25 Caller  

 

Prayer Concerns 
In the hospital:  

Local Concerns: Marilyn Compton, Marvin Gregory, 

Mardina Gregory, Wayne Sircoulomb 

Continuing Concerns: Howard Svaty, Julie Lawson 

& family, Bob Compton, Alvin Robinson, Evelyn De 

Cou, Lois McBride, Bob & Jane Ellen Hutton, Diane 

Carver, Barbara Neill, Linda Shue, Doris Regan, 

Evelyn Tarter, Lois Ramsey, Charlie North, George 

Chapman, Rose Cummings, Helen Smith, Louise 

Morrison, Jo Shue, Margaret Shinkle, 

Our extended family:  Raymond Reutlinger, Missy 

Rice, Barbara Baddy, Betty Bell, Laura Banning,  

Melody Billings, JR Schwarz, Jolene Smith, Emily 

Hudson, Alice Douglas, Justin Voorhies, Tye 

Libberman, Rita Renfro, Brenda Lockhart and our 

uniformed men and women serving our country at 

home and abroad.  All the hurricane and wild fire 

victims. 
 

Please call the church office (378-4118) with 

information or updates related to illnesses, 

hospitalizations, crisis, or immediate family deaths, so 

that care can be offered.  
 Serving in the Military with ties to this 

congregation are: Griffin Voorhies- Marines 

 

Attendance & Financial Report 

Sunday       Worship       General Offering   

Oct.  15  72        $ 1466.00 

Oct.  22    85               $  1598.00 

 
      

                     Happy Birthday! 

     Oct. 28 - Charlie North 

  Oct. 31 – Ron Black 

 Nov.02 - Patty Hogan 

    

If your Name is missing from the anniversary or 

birthday list or is incorrect, please call the office, 

378-4118.  We want to include you. 

 

 

First Christian Church Congregation, 

 

We want to thank the entire congregation for 

reaching out to us and supporting us.  We will 

always remember your kindness and generosity. 

 

Joshua 1:9  Have I not commanded you?  Be strong 

and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do not be 

discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you 

wherever you go. 

          Jake, Julie, and Olivia Lawson 

    

Factors in Selecting a Church Home 
A survey in Houston,Texas revealed the following 

reasons for choosing a church home: 3% came 

because of the pastor; 11 % because of proximity 

to home; 18% because of the facilities; 27% 

because reared in the denomination; and 41% 

because of being invited by a friend.  When was the 

last time you invited a friend? 

 



 
 

Called to Serve Oct. - Nov. 

 
 

 

Sunday, October 29 

Table Elders: Marvin Gregory & Merlyn Ramsey 

Home Communion: Carl Thornton  

Deacons: Don Vaughn & Rex Thomas 

Deaconesses: Barb Vaughn & Twila Carr 

Greeter: Nadine Dishman 

Usher: Louise Kelsey                AV. Ron Smith 

Children’s Chat: Becky Ramsey 

Lay leader: Sandy Besinger 

 

Sunday, November 05 

Table Elders: Mike Jeffers & Ed Viers 

Home Communion: Nancy Rogers 

Deacons: Pat & Jess Reed 

Deaconesses: Pat Hilyard & Linda Blevins 

Greeter: Delores Kempinger   

Usher: Marilyn Compton              AV. Cary Hutton 

Children’s Chat: Becky Ramsey 

Lay leader: Jeanette Brooks 

 

Sunday, November 12 

Table Elders: Carol Bernauer & Darin Vaughn 

Home Communion: Marvin Gregory  

Deacons: Mary Shue & Susan Voorhies 

Deaconesses: Pat Hilyard & Jeanette Brooks 

Greeter: Carol Bernauer   

Usher: Claudia Marr               AV. Nancy Burns 

Children’s Chat: Becky Ramsey 

Lay leader: Todd Harrelson 

 

 
I would like to thank my Family, Church 

family, and many friends who attended 

the reception for my 90th Birthday after 

church this past Sunday.  Also thank you 

for the cards and calls.  What a wonderful 

surprise to have over 100 people celebrate with 

me. 

                                          God Bless You All, 

 

                 Ollie Black 

 

Time to Sponsor Bulletin Covers 
New selections are in the Narthex.  We 

are a bit late getting these out this year.  

The company was late in getting their 

brochures so everyone it seems is in a 

time crunch.  I would like to have these all 

sponsored by Thanksgiving which is just about 4 ½ 

weeks from now.  Please look them over and follow 

the instructions.  If you need help with them or 

would like to stop by during the week and look 

them over that is fine.  We are here Monday thru 

Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.   

 

Going Fast 

  If you are interested in purchasing 

any of these for the small price of 

$1.00, contact the church office 

(378-4118).  We have about 16 

chairs left so don’t wait too long. 

 

 
We also have quite a few of these 

chairs that we will sell for $2.00 each if 

interested.  These chairs will stack so 

four of these take up the same 

amount of space that four folding 

chairs do.  

 

 

     
 

        “Count Your Blessings” 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship will meet Thursday, 

November 02, for a regular monthly meeting.  Held 

in Fellowship Hall at 7:00 p.m., the meeting will be 

led by Anita Smith.  Devotions will be given by 

Carol Bernauer and refreshments will be served. 

 

                         All Ladies are invited 

 



A Message from 

 Pastor Shue  

 
I hope each of you had an enjoyable 

time at Homecoming.  We had a lot of 

visitors this past weekend at the Sunday 

service.  It was so nice to see several old friends and 

several old church members who have moved to 

different parts of this great nation.  If you weren’t here 

you missed some great conversations! 

 

We have not gotten any information from the Chamber 

of Commerce about Trunk or Treat this year.  When we 

contacted them they stated that they would not start 

working on it until after Homecoming so hopefully we 

will hear from them this week.  I would guess we will be 

in about the same location we were last year which is 

on the Southeast part of the square. 

 

This coming Saturday the 28th of October, Mary and I 

will be taking part in the Camp Gala at Tawakoni.  This is 

the only yearly fund raiser for the camp.  This will be the 

fourth year we have been able to go.  It is very 

encouraging to see the support for the camp from the 

different churches from the Kansas Region.  Several 

congregations from our region send numerous people 

as well as many interesting things for the silent auction 

as well as the live auction.  I will update you in the next 

newsletter what interesting items I purchase this year 

at the silent auction. 

 

I don’t think I can ever remember mowing my grass in 

the middle of October in Kansas.  This sure has been a 

very different summer and fall.  For those who have 

little ones please keep them extra safe this Halloween.  

We live in a time where we cannot be too protective of 

our little ones.   

 

The church board is looking for people to be on the 

Nominating Committee so if this is something you 

would like to do contact Mike Jeffers.  Also when the 

Nominating Committee contacts you to serve please 

pray about taking a leadership role in the church. 

 

I hope you have a truly blessed week. 

 

Your Servant in Christ, 

 

 

Pastor Claude 

 
We will be doing Trunk or Treat around the square 

again this year.  It will begin at 5:30 Halloween 

night and our spaces will be marked First Christian 

Church.  Look for the spaces to be in front of Heart 

strings and the Grill.  Don’t sit at home.  Join us in 

costume or not.  Bring a lawn chair, lots of candy, 

and enjoy seeing all the kids as they parade around 

the square.  In addition to your candy, we will have 

some Christian toys and trinkets for you to pass 

out.  Questions call Anita Smith. 

 

Wonderful Gifts That Don’t Cost a Cent 

 
The Gift of Listening 

You must really listen.  No interrupting, no 

daydreaming, no planning your responses, no 

second-guessing.  Just listen. 

 

The Gift of Affection 

Be generous with appropriate hugs, kisses, and 

pats on the back.  Let these small actions 

demonstrate the love you have for your family and 

close friends. 

 

The Gift of Laughter 

Clip and share cartoons and funny stories.  Your gift 

will say, I love to laugh with you.” 

 

The Gift of a a Written Note 

It can be a simple “Thanks for the help note” or a 

full sonnet.  A brief hand written note may be 

remembered for a life-time, and may even change 

a life. 

 

The Gift of a Compliment 

A simple sincere, “You look good in red” or “you 

did a super job” can make someone’s day. 

 

The Gift of a Favor 

Every day, go out of your way to do something 

kind. 



 

The Gift of Solitude 

There are times when you want nothing more than 

to be left alone.  Be sensitive to that same need in 

others and give the gift of solitude when it is 

needed. 

 

The Gift of a Cheerful Disposition 

The easiest way to feel good is to offer a kind word 

to someone.  Really, just a cheery “Hello” or “How 

are you?” can go a long way. 

 

News from Homeless Matters 

 
Eighteen sleeping mats were delivered to the 

Watered Gardens Gospel Rescue Mission located in 

Joplin, Mo. last week by Anita Smith and Nancy 

Lewellen, members of FCC Homeless Matters. 

 

The sleeping mats were made by a group of 10-15 

members over the last year.  The group has met 

over the past three years every Tuesday afternoon 

from 2:00 – 4:00 in Fellowship Hall to make mats.  

Last year a dozen mats were delivered by Claude & 

Mary Shue to a facility in Wichita.  The group not 

only feels they have a part in the outreach ministry 

of caring for the homeless, but are also being good 

stewards of the Earth by preventing plastic bags 

from filling our landfills.  Mary Shue stated that it 

takes approximately 700-1000 bags to create one 

mat. 

 

The mats are made using plastic bags from grocery 

stores, Wal-Mart, and other stores.  Many of the 

FCC bags are contributed by church members, and 

friends. The handles and lower seam are removed 

and the remainder cut into strips.  The strips are 

tied together and rolled into balls called “plarn” 

before being crocheted.  Several people have 

learned to crochet since the group began.  Others 

find their gift is cutting the strips, and still others 

tie and roll the plarn balls. 

 

Last Sunday, Mary Shue met with a group of 

Parsons Girl Scouts, demonstrating the project.  

The Scouts agreed to provide plarn for the FCC  

group as a service project, in celebration of their 

founder, Julia Ward Howe’s birthday, October 31. 

Homeless Matters is open to anyone (men or 

women) who enjoy meeting together for fellowship 

and outreach. 

 

Hurry, Hurry, It’s 

Operation Christmas 

Child Time 

 
Children to seniors are packing shoe box gifts to 

bless children around the world.  Project 

chairperson Nancy Burns, has designated 

November 12 as the deadline our boxes are to be 

prepared.  Each box requires a gift of $9 to help 

with postage. 

 

This project begins with YOU!  Select a box from 

the Narthex.  Decide who you would like to shop 

for – a girl or a boy- ages 2-4; 5-9; - 10-14?  Select a 

quality “wow” toy such as a doll, soccer ball with 

pump, or a stuffed animal.  Fill with other fun toys, 

hygiene items, and school supplies.  Some items 

can no longer be sent these include: liquid soap, 

shampoo, candy, fruit snacks, or toothpaste. 

 

If you prefer to donate postage, make your check 

payable to First Christian Church and mark 

“Operation Christmas Child” in the memo.  If you 

need assistance or have questions please call 

Nancy Burns or Anita Smith. 

 

On Our Calendar 
Oct. 25-9:00 a.m.  Prayer Group 

              1:30 p.m. Thrift Shop Advisory Bd. Mting. 

   7:00 p.m. Choir 

Oct. 30 -4:00- 6:30 Praise Warriors 

Oct. 31- 2:00 -3:00 p.m. Homeless Matters  

              5:30 p.m. Trunk or Treat around the square 

Nov. 01 -9:00 a.m.  Prayer Group 

    7:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 

Nov. 02 – 7:00 p.m. CWF/church 

Nov. 05 – Day light savings ends 

Nov. 06 - 4:00- 6:30 Praise Warriors    

Nov. 07– 2:00 -4:00 p.m. Homeless Matters  

Nov. 08 – New Caller 

     9:00 a.m.  Prayer Group 

     7:00 p.m. Choir 
*Articles for the Caller may be edited due to length, content, 

or for clarification.



 

 

  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


