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Our Mission Statement 
To help one another grow in Christian faith through worship, witness, fellowship, and 

service to our community and the world. 
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Prayer Concerns 

In the hospital:  
Local Concerns: Maxine Wescott, Fred & Helen 
Eisele  
Continuing Concerns: Nadine Timmons, Louise 
Kelsey, Clara & David McCluskey, Howard Svaty, 
Marvin & Mardina Gregory, Wayne Sircoulomb, 
Bob Compton, Evelyn DeCou, Diane Carver, Linda 
Shue, Evelyn Tarter, Lois Ramsey, Charlie North, 
George Chapman, Margaret Shinkle, Emagene 
Walton, Carol Turner 
Our extended family: Debbie Gordon, Wally Smith,  
Bernard Coomes, Chuck Baker, J. D. Cox, Jimmy 
Kieth, John Siewart, Steve Martin, Rita Renfro, 
Sharon Heien, Maxine Wilson, JR Schwarz, Justin 
Voorhies, Taylor Lawson and grandfather, and our 
uniformed men and women serving our country at 
home and abroad.  All storm and wild fire victims 
as well as shooting victims. 
 
Please call the church office (378-4118) with 
information or updates related to illnesses, 
hospitalizations, crisis, or immediate family deaths, 
so that care can be offered. 
 
         Financial Report 
Sunday                                        
Feb. 16          $1331.00 
Feb. 23          $1373.75 
        

  
Happy Birthday! 
 

                         Feb. 27 –  Sondra Harrelson 
                             Mar. 04 – Lucine Reed       
 

                                                         
FYI 
 
The church board voted to 

approve new carpeting in the hall way 
coming in the parking lot door and down 
the direction of the offices.  The nursery is 
also to get new tile. 
 
In addition, the sound system is being 
upgraded. 
 
A work day will be scheduled in the near 
future to help facilitate these 
improvements. 
 
Hard to believe, but today is Ash 
Wednesday, and Lenten Lunches are just 
around the corner. Lenten lunches are April 
6 - 10.  Be sure to mark your calendar.   
     



 

Called to Serve – March 
 
              

 
 
Sunday, March 01 
Table Elders: Carol Bernauer and Darin Vaughn 
Home Communion: Marvin Gregory 
Deacons: Derian Hutton & Cary Hutton 
Deaconesses: Lois Ramsey  
Greeter: Ron Black 
Greeter: Doris Claiborne    AV. Jess Reed 
Children’s Chat: Becky Ramsey 
Lay leader: Mike Jeffers 
 
 
Sunday, March 08 
Table Elders: Carl Thornton and De Anna Vaughn 
Home Communion: Ed Viers 
Deacons: Mary Shue & Ray Barger 
Deaconesses: Lois Ramsey  
Greeter: Rex Thomas 
Greeter: Tina Thomas       AV. Cary Hutton 
Children’s Chat: Becky Ramsey 
Lay leader: Jess Reed 
 
 
Sunday, March 15 
Table Elders: Carl Thornton and David Rogers 
Home Communion: Darin Vaughn 
Deacons: Pat and Jess Reed 
Deaconesses: Lois Ramsey  
Greeter: Cleda Robinson 
Greeter: Marilyn Compton       AV. Nancy Burns 
Children’s Chat: Becky Ramsey 
Lay leader: Sandy Besinger 

 
 
After a recent college basketball game, 
the coach spotted a cell phone on the 
floor.  He picked it up and handed it to 

one of the refs, saying “Here’s your phone.”   
 
“What makes you think it is mine?” the ref asked. 
 
The coach replied, “ It says you missed 13 calls.” 
 

 
 

A Message from Pastor Shue  
 
I hope this newsletter finds you in 
good health.  I have not talked 
much about church camp season 
yet this year, but it is just around 

the corner.  If you have a child that is under the 
age of 18 that would like to go to church camp 
please have them come and talk to me.  If they 
are members of this church and have been 
attending morning service on a regular basis, 
then there is no problem with them going to 
Camp Tawakoni.  I have made the decision to 
step back from helping run parts of several 
camps at Tawakoni.  My summers are just too 
busy to be a camp director or chaplain any 
more.  I also don’t have the patience any more 
like I should to deal with children and adults.  
With that being said if you feel like you would 
like to be a counselor this summer at Camp 
Tawakoni please let me know and I will give 
your name to the regional staff.  It is a very 
important worthwhile ministry. 
 
We will be having a church dinner on March 
29th right after church in fellowship hall.  At 
this point I’m not sure what we will be having, 
so just bring a favorite covered dish and come 
and join us.  I will be talking about my 
Nicaragua trip and hopefully have some 
pictures to share with you.  A love offering will 
be taken for the next mission trip the following 
year that I’m sure I will be going on.   
 
Also mark on your calendar that our church 
will be doing the Lenten Lunch on Thursday, 
April 09.  Mary has graciously agreed to make 
noodles for chicken and noodles again this 
year.  At this point I don’t know if I will be 
giving the message on any of the other days or 
not.  The time has changed.  It will start at 
noon and run thru 1:00 p.m. 
 
I hope each of you have a truly blessed week. 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
 
Pastor Claude   
 
 



Soon Wedding Bells Will Be Ringing 
 

Two couples have chosen to be married in 
our church in March.  Logan Vaughn and 

Kierstin Lanham will celebrate their 
wedding on March 21st and Gaston Millar 

and Kasey Winegar will be united in 
marriage on March 28th.  Congratulations 
and Best Wishes to both these couples! 

 
 

 
Thank you to Bob Sidlinger for filling in for 
Pastor Claude while he was away on his 
mission trip.  Bob gave a very insightful 
sermon that was appreciated by all in 
attendance.    Thanks again Bob for a job 
well done. 
 

 
Ash Wednesday 

 
The beginning of lent for most 
Christians begins with Ash 

Wednesday.  Lent signifies the forty days 
before Easter.  The Bible does not 
specifically mention Ash Wednesday as a 
day to observe so Christians are free to 

decide whether to observe it or not.  In the 
Old Testament people used dust, ashes, and 
fasting as a sign of repentance or mourning.  
The more modern tradition uses the 
rubbing of ashes in the sign of the cross to 
identify a person as a believer in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Most modern Christians do not fast in the 
true sense of the word, but rather give up 
one thing that tempts them, typically candy, 
pop, chocolate, or sometimes meat on 
Friday in an effort to get a better 
understanding of how hard it must have 
been for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ to 
resist temptation when he fasted and 
prayed in the desert for forty days.  
 
In addition, to receiving the sign of the cross 
in ashes we are encouraged to use the 
Lenten period as a time of introspection, 
atonement, prayer, and self-denial.  
Truthfully these are things we should be 
doing on a daily basis.  We should not just 
pray for God’s mercy and grace for the 
forgiveness of our sin, but also include 
prayers of gratitude, and for guidance on 
how to be a better servant and also for 
compassion to extend mercy and grace to 
others.  Ash Wednesday Ashes should not 
be intended to show others that we are 
Christians, but rather should be an outward 
reminder to ourselves of our commitment 
to live our daily lives in a more Christ like 
manor.  People see us all year long not just 
on Ash Wednesday.  Our behavior should 
make it obvious to them that we are 
Christians. 
         ~Cheryl Rice 

 
Got Questions Ministries, What is Ash Wednesday? Page 1, 
February 24th, 2020 
 



 
Dear Friends of First Christian Church, 
 
We are so appreciative of your support of 
Christ’s work in the community through the 
Fredonia Food Bank.  Thank you so much! 
 
                                               Pastor Alice 
                           First United Methodist Church 
 

 
 
 
           Thank You for your 
                                donation to the 

                               Flag Fund 
 
                                   Barb Vaughn 
                                      Chairman 
 
 
 
 

Beyond the Rising Sun 

 
 
Have you seen the purple twilight dance 
upon the snow, 

Or seen a thousand stars appear till Heaven 
was aglow? 
Have you seen the golden moonlight caress 
the surging tide, 
Or camped beside a campfire with loved 
ones at your side? 
Have you heard a song bird singing on a 
foggy, quiet night, 
Or seen a night owl winging before the 
morning light? 
Have you stood atop a mountain to watch 
the day begin, 
When the majesty of God erased the things 
of men? 
How complicated life can be beyond the 
rising sun, 
But often the voice of God is heard before 
the day’s begun. 
                   ~Clay Harrison 
 
 
 

On Our Calendar 
 

Feb. 26 -9:00 - Prayer Group 
                9:00 –10:00 - Exercise Group 
                7:00 - Choir                   
Feb. 28 - 9:00 –10:00 - Exercise Group 
Mar. 02- 9:00 –10:00 - Exercise Group 
                5:00 - 7:00 Youth Group 
Mar. 03 -2:00 - 4:00 p.m.  Homeless Matters 
                 5:00 -Cadet Scouts 
Mar. 04 -9:00 - Prayer Group 
                9:00 -10:00 Exercise Group 
                7:00 - Choir 
Mar. 05- 7:00 –CWF/Church                
Mar. 06 -9:00 - 10:00 Exercise Group 
Mar. 09- 9:00 - 10:00 Exercise Group 
Mar. 10 -2:00 - 4:00 p.m.  Homeless Matters 
                 5:00 -Cadet Scouts 

 
 New Caller March 11 
*Articles for the caller may be edited due to length, content, 

or for clarification. 
 
 
 


