
Christians as Examples 
 
But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to 
the weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an 
idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of 
eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom 
Christ died are destroyed. 
1 CORINTHIANS 8:9-11 
 
1 Corinthians 10:23-24 
23 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the 
right to do anything”—but not everything is constructive. 24 No one should seek their 
own good, but the good of others. 
 
I was at a General Synod meeting several years ago. In the evening one of the larger 
city diocese often hosted an evening social gathering. I went to one and felt 
immediately uncomfortable. Along one whole side of the wall was various alcoholic 
drinks such as beer, wine and other hard liquor. There were several people employed 
behind the table pouring out the drinks. Then in the corner on the opposite wall was a 
small table unattended with some coffee, and soft drinks. 
 
The gathering had already been going for a couple of hours and in the middle of the 
room where a bunch of people with alcoholic drinks in their hands chatting away at 
each other. Along the open wall was another group of people with mostly coffee or soft 
drinks, many looking uneasy. I grabbed my coffee and stood with some I know along 
the wall.  
When they saw me and my coffee, it seemed like an invitation to talk and it went 
something like this. “See our Bishop?” He was standing talking to others with a glass of 
wine in his hand. I said I saw him and asked if the gentleman standing with him was his 
Archdeacon? They said he was. The Archdeacon was holding a glass of wine. I said to 
myself, but I was obviously overheard, “I did not think the Archdeacon drank”.  
 
Their reply was “He has not touched a drink in over 5 years and now our Bishop 
shoves a glass of wine in his hand. It was then I noticed the worry and confusion on 
the Archdeacon’s face. Knowing the Archdeacon I think his confusion went something 
like this. “I know I should not drink this wine. But the Bishop gave it to me to drink and if 
I do not drink it I am disobeying my bishop.” The next comment I remember was 
“Some example our Bishop is”. This comment has stuck with me ever since. I left 
that meeting almost immediately, upset, worried and angry at what I saw. 
 
The epistle reading in 1 Corinthians spoke directly to this situation. Let me begin with 
some background. The mainline churches, of which Anglicans and Lutherans would be 
included, have mostly taught that alcohol in moderation was acceptable. What is not 
acceptable is the abuse of it. 



St Paul wrote regarding food that has been offered to idols in a religious rite was 
perfectly acceptable for a Christian to eat. But he gave a warning that not all Christians 
are at the same maturity and believe level. And if a Christian who still thought eating 
food offered to idols was wrong and they ate some then there actions would be sinful. 
And if your actions caused this to happen then you would be guilty of causing a brother 
or sister in the Lord to sin. 
 
This reading brought the above story back to my mind. The Bishop should of known 
about his archdeacons problems with alcohol. Or at least he should of seen the worry 
and confusion on the Archdeacons face and acted upon it. In stead he put the 
Archdeacon in a very ackward spot culturally. He knew he should not drink the wine. 
He knew what might happen if he did. But not to drink the wine that his Bishop gave 
him would be seen as insulting him and disobeying him. That is what bothered me so 
much that I had to leave the meeting. 
 

1. What this passage reminds me of is that as believers we are all examples of 
being Child of God. We are either good examples or so-so examples  or bad 
examples of what a Christian should be like. 

a. We need to review our actions when we meet with others. What kind of 
example of Christ are we? 

2. The second thing I am reminded of is that the more mature we are, the more 
our actions will be noticed. In the Church the more responsibility we have, the 
more our actions will influence the lives of others, often when we are not even 
aware of it. 

a. Are we aware of the effect our actions have on others in are dealing with 
them. Do we even care? 

3. And thirdly as mature Christians the responsibility is on us to be good 
examples to the weak, the immature and the unbeliever. The responsibility is 
on us to be sensitive to others and to put the good others over our individual 
desires and rights. 

 
As we mature as Christians we can enjoy the rights we have as Children of God. 
Nevertheless we must be aware of our call to put others needs before our own needs 
and act in love giving glory to God even if it means the freely giving up of our own 
rights. 
 
Always remember that love is a choice we make by putting the needs of others before 
our own needs and desires. The is the example of Christ and we are to follow Christs 
example in all things. 
 
May God in his mercy make us aware of the great freedom we have in Christ and may 
he give us the strength to be good examples in our service to God and humanity. 
Amen 


