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READY. SET. GO! We go from Thanksgiving, to Advent, to Christmas. It is fast and furious. We 
hurry from one season to the next, always on the go. Now that I am retired, I have been made to 
slow down, regroup, and think of what is really important. So for this issue, I hope you will accept 
my little poem as I ponder what is happening this Christmas season. 

Just when you thought all was calm in your life; 
 Here comes Christmas to add to your strife. 

Every commercial you see says their product is best; 
 And then they remind you “only 10 shopping days left”. 

So much to do and there’s so little time. 
 Going and going and losing your mind. 

Under so much pressure, what will happen next? 
 You open the door to see unexpected guests. 

So many presents; too many to count. 
 Is this what the holiday is now all about? 

I think we’ve missed the reason; the meaning of the day. 
 So many silly trappings; I know we’ve lost our way. 

So stop me now I beg you; for it’s time to make it right. 
 To remember the real reason for that very special night. 

Born to us a Savior; a tiny little babe. 
 Born to us a Savior; born to show the way. 

Our hearts are filled with wonder; the world was filled with joy. 
 We sing out joyful praises; for this tiny baby boy. 

Remember not the tinsel; the shopping or the tree. 
 He came to earth to save us; to save both you and me. 

Now the reason is remembered; and the meaning is so clear. 
 May the gift of Christmas morning; be shown throughout the year. 

May God bless and keep all of you this blessed Christmas season and may you all find and keep the true meaning 
of Christmas in your hearts.  < 

THE PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE  Bunnie Koelsch  
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I simply cannot believe that it is time to write another 
article for the Evangel.   Wasn’t the retreat just yester-
day?  Did you have a wonderful time at the retreat?  I 
certainly did.  It was a great weekend; our guest speaker 
and music leader were terrific.  Did all of you find the 
pictures at https://lwmlflgadistrict.shutterfly.com/?  I 
hope that you all did.  But now it is 
time to think of other things. 
First we have Thanksgiving.  Does your 
church have a Thanksgiving Eve ser-
vice?  Ours does.  I look forward to 
that service to give thanks not only for 
all the things that have happened this 
past year, but to give thanks to our 
Lord and Savior for giving us the things 
that He has given us.  He has blessed us 
as an LWML District so much this year. 
We were able to go to the LWML Convention in Des 
Moines, IA where we were among so many other 
LWMLers.  We had a wonderful retreat, and even 
though we had a fire drill what a blessing it was to 

know that there was no fire!  He blessed 
us with a wonderful speaker, a wonder-
ful music leader and a wonderful pasto-
ral counselor to lead us in worship.  We 
give thanks for all these people and the 
wonderful time we had. 

Then comes Christmas.  
What a wonderful season it is.  I love all 
the lights on the houses; lights on the trees; 
Christmas music being played everywhere; 
I love all the Christmas cards, but mostly I 
love the Christmas story.  We have a tradi-
tion at our house on Christmas Eve.  We 
head to church and then come home and 
read the Christmas story (even though we 
have already heard it at church) and then 
open gifts.  It truly reminds us of who is 

important.  It isn’t the gifts, it is the birth of Jesus. 
So as we start this holiday season, the LWML FL-GA 
District would like to wish all of you a very blessed 
Thanksgiving and a very Merry Christmas.  < 

 

How many times have we 
thought (or said), “This was not 
in my plan….?”  Most of us 
make plans of a comfortable na-
ture for our lives and for our 
loved ones.  Looking back over 
your life how often did those 
plans work out as you envi-
sioned them to be?  When our 
oldest son entered college and 
we went to his indoctrination, 
parents were told that the aver-
age college student changes 
his/her major three times before 
graduation.  That is three 
changes of plans in plus or mi-
nus four years.  Do you live in 
the place you always imagined 
you would be?  Statistics say 
the average American moves 

twelve times in a lifetime.  We 
also average 11 jobs over our 
lifetime.  I can assure you that it 
was not in our family’s plan that 
our 37 year old daughter would 
suffer a subarachnoid aneurysm 
this summer.  How do we cope 
with all these changes and sur-
prises in our lives?  I doubt that 
a young virgin named Mary 
planned to become pregnant 
with our Savior or that a few 
fishermen had plans to follow 
Jesus, become his disciples and 
go on to be traveling preachers 
and miracle workers.  No, not 
our plans but we have the prom-
ise that God has our life 
planned.  Sometimes we have 
to grow into that plan.  Even as 

we resist, we know 
that it is He who 
works in our lives 
for our ultimate 
good.  To grow 
and become who we are meant 
to be means change and some-
times pain but when we look 
back we can see how ‘things 
worked together for our good 
because we love God’ – to para-
phrase Rom. 8:28.  And our 
daughter? She was successfully 
treated and has returned to her 
life and family to continue the 
plans God has made for her life.   
 
Praise God from Whom all 
blessings flow. < 

VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH Karen Bowers 

"For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and 
not for evil, to give you a future and a hope."  Jeremiah 29:11 (ESV) 

VP COMMUNICATIONS Joan Koch 

https://lwmlflgadistrict.shutterfly.com/
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Update on funding of Mission Grants:  Four have been completely funded, three have 
received partial funding, two have yet to receive any funding, and we will have one more 
round of Scholarship checks to be issued early next year.  June 30th, the close of our fis-
cal year, will be here before we know it.  Will we reach our mite goal and be able to fund 
all our grants?  It is my prayer that we will. 
We are very busy already preparing for our next convention Sept.  30 – Oct 2, 2016 at the 
PGA National Resort in Palm Beach Gardens, FL.  At that time, we will vote on our mis-
sion grants for the 2016-2018 biennium. The updated Guidelines for submitting a mission grant proposal are 
posted on our district website, flgalwml.com.  The deadline for submitting one is March 15, 2016.  < 
 

VP MISSION GRANTS Carol Alberts 

MISSION GRANT RECIPIENT GRANT DISBURSED BALANCE 

1. Concordia Seminary, (CSL) 
 Food Bank (St. Louis, Missouri) $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $0.00 

2. Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana 

 Food and Clothing Co-op to Purchase Food 
10,000.00 10,000.00 0.00 

3. Trinity/HOPE (Haiti) 5,000.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 

4. Church Bus for The Lutheran Church of Nassau 
(Nassau, Bahamas) 10,000.00  10,000.00 

5. Feed My Sheep (Woodstock, GA) 5,000.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 

6. Stepping Stone Mission (Duluth, GA) 10,000.00 10,000.00 0.00 

7. Brevard Rescue Mission at Casa Carol - A Helping 
Hand (Melbourne, FL) 10,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 

8. Muslim Mission Society Development  (Orlando, 
FL) 7,500.00  7,500.00 

9. Bread of Life Food Pantry (Melbourne, FL) 4,257.38 4,257.38 0.00 

Sub Total 71,757.38 44,257.38 27,500.00 

Pastoral Scholarships 15,000.00 11,250.00 3,750.00 

Non Pastoral Scholarships 15,000.00 11,250.00 3,750.00 

TOTAL $101,757.38 $66,757.38 $35,000.00 
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What a wonderful retreat. It was a very refreshing 
weekend spent with all our LWML sisters and broth-

ers.  We had three registered 
Young Woman Representatives.  
They were a joy to get to know 
and to share with them what 
LWML means.   
Now it is time to prepare for the 
convention next fall.  My hope is 

that each zone has a young woman 
representing their zone at the district 
convention.  Think about what 
LWML means to you and then share 
that with the younger women in your 
congregation; encourage them to get 
involved.  Remember, these young 
women are the leaders of tomorrow.  .< 

YOUNG WOMAN DEVELOPER Linda Peters 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN Marilyn H Treanor 

 Nomination Deadlines Approaching Fast!  
 

It is that time of year when we ask GOD who would be the right people who are ready to fill the opening?  Is 
it you?  Is it someone you know and would recommend?   
Candidates for offices need at least two years of leadership experience in their 
zones or societies.  Please pray about the following openings and deadlines for 
nominations.  Candidates are needed for: 
Officers Deadline – January 16, 2016 
 PRESIDENT – 4 year term 
 VICE PRESIDENT OF MISSION GRANTS – 4 year term 
 VICE PRESIDENT OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH – 4 year term 
 FINANCIAL SECRETARY – 4 year term 
 NOMINATION COMMITTEE – 2 year term 
Pastoral Counselor Deadline – November 15, 2015 (ASAP) 
 PASTORAL COUNSELOR – 4 year term 

Pray for those who are considering to place their name in nomination for an office. May the Lord 
guide each person as they listen for His call.  The opportunities of Serving the Lord with Gladness 
are out of this world!  Lord hear our prayer.  < 
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VP MISSION SERVICE 
Deb Buenrostro 

First and foremost I wish to thank 
each and every one of 
you that contributed 
to all of our Mission 
Service projects at the 
Fall Retreat at the  
Sirata Beach Resort in 
St. Pete Beach.  The 

walk and all the service projects were all a 
success and we ended up collecting over 
$5,000 of supplies with an additional $1,040 
in monetary donations for Lutheran Services 
Florida Head Start.  To God be the glory! 
As we move on, we already need to be look-
ing forward to the Florida-Georgia District 
Convention less than one short year away .  
It will be held September 30 – October 2, 
2016, at the PGA Resort and Spa in Palm 
Beach Gardens, FL.  The service projects are 
in the planning stages.  Please feel free to 
share with me any ideas to be taken into 
consideration that you may have. 
However, every day between now and then 
we must always stand firm in our faith and 
remember that every day is a day on the mis-
sion field.  We as LWMLer’s can accomplish a 
task for our Lord and Savior with Him leading 
us every step of the way!  What will you do 
for our Lord today to share your faith? 
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a 
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.  Then, 
whether I come and see you or only hear 
about you in my absence, I will know that 
you stand firm in one spirit, contending as 
one man for the faith of the gospel without 
being frightened in any way by those who 
oppose you."  ~ Philippians 1:27-28  < 

Helping 
Everyone  
Reach  
Eternity 

In 

Amazing 
Majesty 

Salvation 
Every 
New 
Disciple 

Makes 
Eternal 

A special thank you to 
Debora Barnett, from the 
Orlando West Zone, for 
creating the following 
acronym from the theme 
of our 2015 Fall Retreat 
in St. Petersburg —Here I am Send Me.   
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HELLLLLOOOOOO PURPLE PEOPLE! 
Mitetilda here.  God is MESSING with Nancy right now 
so she asked if I could fry up the bacon and serve. Natural-

ly, I said yes of course!  Modeling her 
new line of LWML fashion during 
the retreat and being featured in Lu-
theran Life was a treat for Nancy. 
She received a call from her mother 
who was sent the article by one of 
Nancy’s hometown pastors, retired 
living in Florida. Nancy said her 
Mother was first surprised and 
shocked that anyone from her past 
would recognize her, but very happy 
that Nancy appeared to be enjoying 

the fellowship with her Lutheran Ladies. She thinks parts 
of her church life could be turned into a funny play, but 
there are no basements in Florida. Nancy’s mother is 88 
years old, born and raised in Spirit Lake, Iowa in the mid-
dle of Lutheran country. She is a German woman with 
strong opinions.  Catherine had just one after seeing 
LWML outfit Nancy made, she suggested to adding more 
$20 bills across the nightie, I mean dress hemline, to accen-
tuate the beautiful Pig she carries with her everywhere she 
goes.  I always liked Nancy’s Mother!   God was really 
messing with Nancy that night along with all in attendance. 
You can only imagine the extra time Nancy now takes 
while getting ready to leave the house. You would think the 
Fashion Police or camera hounds were leering behind or 
around every corner waiting to catch her in more LWML 
wear. 
Speaking of LWML Polo Shirts, Nancy announced at the 
retreat she was going to order more so all lovely LIPS 
could wear one. The shirts have been ordered and expected 
to arrive soon. Nancy is taking advance orders. Should you 
wish to join the UNITED LWML FRONT and be seen in 
a purple FL-GA District LWML Shirt send an email to 
Nancy at: nhugs50@yahoo.com. The shirts come in SM, 
MED, LG, XL and XXL total price is $25 each, includes 
$3 for shipping.  Place your orders now before they are 
gone.  They would make a wonderful Christmas gift.  
Nancy is also selling the “Keep Christ in Christmas” Car 

Magnets for $5 each. Email her for payment 
and shipping details, I think she is donating 
the shipping cost on the magnets. The pro-
ceeds will go to the 2019 Host Committee 
National Convention Fund. 
Now enough about Nancy—it is time we 

talk about me, Mitetilda. I would like to thank all of you for 
your warm wishes, some warmer than others, joyfully re-
ceived about my resent health issues. The retreat lifted me 

to a level I thought I would never reach.  
I am happy to report my LIPS (Ladies in 
purple shirts) sisters filled me up to a 
total of $387.50. It was very hard to di-
gest the pennies and quarters, but I did 
it and thanks to Vala, Nancy’s seven 
year old granddaughter for donating the 
extra loose coins needed to roll the 
coins for deposit. For those of you who were unable to 
attend the retreat, the Sunday offering for Mission Grants 
received the donation amount of $1,800.12. Gifts from the 
Heart collected $1,040 plus all the preschool items, and the 
Mission Walk collected $50.00. I’d say it was a successful 
retreat! 
We must not stop there, our district budgeted $167,890.00 
for the 2014-2016 Biennium. As of October 31, 2015 we 
have raised $104,075.47.  This is still 39% short of our total 
needed to meet our goal , with only eight (8) months to go. 
Please dig deep in your heart and help us reach the goals 
you and God has set for us. 
On behalf of the Florida Georgia LWML District, and 
Nancy Hughes, Financial Secretary, I, Mitetilda, would like 
to report the following donations: 
Love Scholarship Fund  
 Hope Lutheran Church—Hudson, FL 
 In Loving Memory of Barbara Kruse 
 St. Paul Women Ministry—Miami, FL 
 Carolyn Johnson 
 June Erdman 
 In Loving Memory of Dale Henderson 
 Ron and Peg Henderson 
 In Loving Memory of Lee Richards 
 Ron and Peg Henderson 
 Mary Lou Nash 
 In Loving Memory of Al Rau  
 (Grandson of LaVon Dunker) 
 East Coast GA Zone 
 In Loving Memory of John Bruzas 
 First Lutheran Church   Inverness, FL 
 In Loving Memory of Ruth Handt 
 Marilyn Treanor 
Mission Projects Fund 
 Zion Lutheran Church   Fort Myers, FL 
We hope you continue to Share God’s Love through your 
mite giving to provide joy to all our 
Mission Grant benefactors. < 
Serving God with Gladness, 
Mitetilda for Nancy Hughes 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY Nancy Hughes 

mailto:nhugs50@yahoo.com
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COUNSELOR’S  CORNER  JR.  COUNSELOR—Rev.  Mic hael  Zwemke  

As I write this I can’t help but 
think about the wonderful experi-
ence we all had at the District Re-
treat in St Pete Beach. Donna Pyle 
was awesome, Tim’s music and 
entertainment were world class, 
and the sunset devotion provided 
for us by Pastor Tod was fantastic. 
A huge thanks to everyone for 
making that weekend one of the 
best ever! 
I am also reminded of the unex-
pected interruption of Saturday 
night’s festivities by the fire alarm 
that cleared the building. None of 
us were expecting that.  Thankful-
ly, it was a false alarm and we 
heard a couple of different ac-
counts of what set it off. Someday, 
however, the whole world is going 
to hear a different sound, instanta-
neous and clear. Not a shrieking 
noise just to alert people to dan-
ger, but the beautiful, joyous 
sound of our Lord Jesus Christ 
returning in His glory to take us to 

our eternal home. And it’s going 
to be fast. 1 Corinthians 15:52 de-
scribes it coming “in a flash, in the 
twinkling of an eye.” 
The thing is, nobody knows when 
this is going to happen. All we 
know is that it will. Though many 
have wasted countless hours try-
ing to determine the exact time of 
our Lord’s promised return, it is a 
secret that God is keeping until 
just the right time. He’s not being 
sneaky about it; think of it more as 
a surprise party He has planned 
for you and me, one that will nev-
er end and will include on its 
guest list all of our family and 
friends who are already with Him, 
plus countless others we haven’t 
met yet. 
In the meantime, there is much 
work to do. And wonderful work 
it is! Our Lord tells us that He 
doesn’t want anyone to be left out 
so He has given us the free gift of 
His Holy Spirit to enable us to be 

His hands and feet, salt 
and light in a world 
that doesn’t know that 
it is perishing and 
seems to care less 
about it every day. But 
don’t be discouraged! 
Christ has already won the victory 
over all evil and given us all the 
tools we need to do His work 
while there is still time. God grant 
us willing hearts to make the most 
of it! 
You are the light of the world. A 
city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Nor do people light a lamp and 
put it under a basket, but on a 
stand, and it gives light to all in 
the house. In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father Who 
is in heaven.  Matthew 5:14-16  < 

By the time this Evangel gets 
published the Fall Semester 
will be almost over for our 
candidate recipients.  I 
thought this would be a good 
time to bring you up-to-date 
on what they are doing. 

Greg Bauch (Fort Wayne, Indiana) and Alec Fisher 
and Joe Warnke (St. Louis, Missouri), are in the fi-
nal year of seminary.  They will be receiving calls in 
April.  Do you know that you can watch the call ser-
vice for either seminary online?  I often do this be-
cause I am so excited to see where our candidates 
will next be serving God.  Alan Mueller is a first 
year student and Devin Murphy in his second year, 
both at St. Louis. 
Skylar Smith and Christian Bartholow are both DCE 
students – Skylar a junior and Christian a senior, 

both at Concordia Austin, Texas.  Jeanelle Condame 
is a sophomore studying education at Concordia 
Seward, Nebraska.  Her sister, Annalisa, graduated 
from Seward last year.  Aaron Hickey is a Love Gift 
recipient.  Despite his disabilities, Aaron remains 
focused on his goal and is majoring in Lay Ministry 
and Theology at Concordia Mequon, Wisconsin. 
Scholarships have been a very important part of the 
FL-GA LWML District for as long as I can remem-
ber, and a number of years ago, we voted to make 
them a permanent part of our mission projects, rather 
than voting on them every two years.  Love Gifts are 
given as a memorial or sometimes as a living memo-
rial to someone who you would like to honor.  
Please remember to keep these fine young men and 
women in your prayers.  They are our future pastors 
and church workers.  < 

SCHOLARSHIP CHAIRMAN Shar lene Miers  
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SPRING 2016 RALLY DATES LWML FL-GA District 
 

DISTRICT PRESIDENT  
Bunnie Koelsch 

 
 

VP COMMUNICATIONS  
Joan Koch 

 

VP MISSION GRANTS  
Carol Alberts 

 

VP MISSION SERVICE  
Deb Buenrostro 

  

VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH  
Karen Bowers 

 

RECORDING SECRETARY  
Dorothee Jones 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY  
Nancy Hughes 

 

TREASURER  
Debi Coran  

 

PASTORAL COUNSELOR  
Rev. Tod Shouse 

 

PASTORAL COUNSELOR  
Rev. Michael Zwemke 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
ARCHIVIST 
Mary Karrick 

 

EVANGEL EDITOR 
Lois Rhodes 

 

MEETING MANAGER 
Jean E. Roehrs 

 

MEMBERSHIP RESOURCES 
Phyllis Derda 

 

NOMINATING  
Marilyn H. Treanor 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS  
Sharlene Miers 

 

STRUCTURE  
Laura O’Connell 

 

WEBSITE EDITOR 
Lois Ford 

 

YOUNG WOMAN DEVELOPER 
Linda Peters 

ATLANTA NORTH 
Savior of All Lutheran Church 
Cartersville, GA 
April 23, 2016 
 
EAST CENTRAL GEORGIA 
Our Redeemer—Augusta, GA 
April 23, 2016 
 
FIRST COAST 
Shepherd of the Coast 
Palm Coast, FL  - April 9, 2016 
 
GOLD COAST 
Our Savior—Plantation, FL 
Date:  TBA 
 
HEARTLAND 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Lake Placid, FL—May 14, 2016 
 
NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA 
Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Ocala, FL  -  April 2, 2016 
 
NORTHEAST GEORGIA 
All Saints Lutheran Church 
Blairsville, GA—April 30, 2016 
2016 LWML Prayer Service 
Forest Lutheran, Silver Springs, FL 
January 30, 2016 
 
ORLANDO EAST 
TBD 
 
ORLANDO WEST 
TBD 
 
PRISCILA 
See Tropical Zone 
 
 

SARASOTA 
Faith Lutheran Church 
Parrish, FL—April 16, 2016 
 
SOUTH PALM BEACH  
TBD 
 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Cape Coral, FL  
March 12, 2016 
 
SPACE COAST 
Risen Savior—Palm Bay 
April 9, 2016 
 
ST. PETERSBURG 
First Lutheran Church 
Clearwater, FL—April 2, 2016 
 
SUNCOAST 
Christ Lutheran Church,  
Brooksville, FL 
March 12, 2016 
 
TALLAHASSEE 
University Lutheran Church 
Tallahassee, FL—April 23, 2016 
 
TAMPA 
TBD 
 
TREASURE COAST 
TBD 
 
TROPICAL 
TBA 
 
WINTER HAVEN 
TBD 
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Atlanta North…..Atlanta South…..East Central Georgia… 
First Coast….Gold Coast….Heartland……. 
North Central Florida…...Northeast Georgia…… 
Orlando East…Orlando West…Priscilla.... 
St. Petersburg….South Palm Beach…..Sarasota.... 
South Palm Beach….Southwest…..Space Coast.... 
Suncoast.....Tallahassee....Tampa.....Treasure Coast… 
Tropical...Winter Haven... 

EAST CENTRAL GEORGIA ZONE 
LaVon Dunker, President 

 

Forty nine people met on October 3, 2015 at Mount 
Calvary, Warner Robins, for the East Central Georgia 

Zone Fall Rally.  Five of 
our six active units were 
represented.  We wel-
comed Louise Cox, presi-
dent of Atlanta North 
Zone, who was visiting. 
The two 
break-out 
session 
speakers pre-

sented interesting and challenging infor-
mation. 
Nicole Fogle, chair of Middle Georgia 
Alliance to End Regional Trafficking in-
troduced us to the problem of human 
trafficking in our area and how we could 
support the MGAERT. 
Sherry Nordon, director of Family 
Promise of Greater Houston County, 
and her guest, gave us an up close and 
personal view of how Family Promise assists homeless 
families. 
Family Promise received our Gifts from the Heart.  
The cash gift was $331 in addition to laundry deter-

gent and bath tissue. 
In the business session we elected Sherry Kreger, from 
Savannah, as Mission Service Chairman and Jacque 
Bohm, from Warner Robins, 
as Treasurer. 
President LaVon announced 
that she will continue to sell 
CDs, Hymns for My Father, by 

Kenyon Carter, to 
benefit FL-GA 
District’s 2019 
LWML Conven-
tion Fund.  
$230.00 has been 
sent in to district.  This is a Thrivent Action 
Team Project. 
We will also continue to collect used cell 
phones, other electronics, and ink cartridges 
to recycle. 
We now have  zone funds to assist with the 
president’s  LWML convention delegate 
expenses and Young Woman Representa-

tive registration to a district retreat or convention.  
The 2016 Spring Rally will be April 23 at Our  
Redeemer, Augusta. < 

 
 
 
 
 

Part of our Hostess Team:  
Vivian  Stilley and Nancy 

Branscom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Host Pastor 
and Mrs. Brighton  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tim Jacobsmeyer 
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We celebrated the 70th Anniversary of the Gold Coast 
Zone at our Fall Rally, October 17th at Gloria Dei Lu-
theran Church, Davie, FL.  The theme we chose while 

planning for the event was 
“The Past is Present as we 
enter the Future.” This 
started us on a search for 
the history of the Gold 
Coast Zone.  
Our Zone Secretary, Carol 
Jones, found some vintage 

programs from past rallies (all handmade) and we 
looked at some of the past district convention pro-
grams. We asked who had been in LWML from the 
50’s, 60’s and so on with one woman in the 50’s to 
everyone in the 2010’s. It was wonderful to see such 
dedication to LWML through the years.  
We were honored to have four past Zone Presidents 
join us at the rally -  Marcia Gomulka, Karen Gott, 
Nancy Hughes, and Linda McMurtrie.  We recognized 
their faithful service and thanked them so much for 
their leadership.   
Our Bible study, “Sisters of the Heart” from the Fall 
Quarterly, fit right in with our theme. We are, indeed, 

sisters of the heart - from our own biological and 
adopted sisters, to those in our congregations, and 
across the world. One of the ladies mentioned that 
during the study they re-
alized there were three 
women at their table who 
had been friends for 40 
years! That is amazing!   
Our Gifts of the Heart recipient was Hope of South  
Florida. They provide hope for the homeless and the 
hurting through services and partnerships with the 
Christian community. Director Pat Mantis explained 
what a day in the life of a homeless family was like, 
from the children going to school, to a place to sleep 
and be safe in a church. It showed us how we, as a 
church, can be involved.  
We closed our rally with a wonderful communion ser-
vice and our YWR (the future of LWML) told the la-
dies about her trip to the national convention in Des 
Moines, IA and the retreat in St. Pete Beach.  
God has richly blessed the women of the Gold Coast 
Zone.  What a joy it is to Serve the Lord with  
Gladness…together!  < 

GOLD COAST ZONE TURNS 70 YEARS OLD !  WOW! 
Gayle Caruso—President 

TALLAHASSEE ZONE 
Scarlet Holcombe, President 

The Tallahassee Zone Fall Rally 2015 was held No-
vember 4th at Epiphany Lutheran Church in Tallahas-
see.  Pastor Mark Schulz and his helper Frank (short 
for Frankincense) the camel, held their weekly Bible 
lesson for the preschoolers.  The message was from 
Exodus 14:21 - Moses parting the Red Sea.  There 
were 58 children and 12 teachers in attendance. 

Our Gifts from the Heart were baby wipes for the pre-
school.  The Bible study, conducted by Pastor Schulz, 
was on Mark 12: 41-44.  There were 17 women from 
the zone present for the event.  Afterwards, the ladies 
of Epiphany served brunch.  < 
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SUNCOAST ZONE 
Darlene Keck, President 

 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Masaryktown 
hosted the Suncoast Zone Fall Rally on Satur-
day, October 10, 2015. Following registration 
and a light breakfast, Pastor Marc Nauman  
from Trinity Lutheran Church conducted the 
worship service and Bible study based on the 
theme “Scaling the Heights of God’s Love” and 
Ephesians 3:14-21.  

Two officers were elected and installed: Debra 
Shrader, Vice President for Mission Services 
and Sharon Koster, Vice President for Spiritual 
Growth. We then held a Memorial Ceremony in 
remembrance of our departed sisters. Gifts 
from the Heart were given to the Holy Trinity 
Food Pantry. Our guest speaker, Frieda Stein-
ke, had a slide presentation on her trip to Kiev, 
Ukraine.  

The Suncoast Spring Rally will be held at Christ 
Lutheran Church in Brooksville on March 12, 
2016.  < 

Trinity's Ladies Guild planned a new fundraiser 
this year. For many years we've had a Spring 
and a Fall Rummage Sale, which always was a 

great success. But 
with our ladies 
aging, this year 
we tried to think 
out of the box.  
Our new idea was 
a Fashion Show.  

Thrivent Action Team seed money was used to 
purchase food, and 
many of our ladies 
made desserts.  Five 
ladies from our Guild 
were the models for 
fashions from Bon 
Worth.  Great door 
prizes were donated from various places and 

people.  Approximately fifty were in attendance 
and everyone enjoyed the 
event, which also included 
a 50/50 drawing. It was 
just a great event without a 
lot of work and we were 

able to enjoy the day 
instead of working so 
hard!!  It was so won-
derful we will be re-

placing one of our 
Rummage Sales 
with an annual 
Fashion Show! 

We will invite more of you next year!!  < 

TREASURE COAST ZONE 
Irene Wood - President 
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ATLANTA NORTH ZONE 
Louise Cox, President 

The Atlanta North Zone Fall Rally was held November 7th at Rivercliff Lutheran Church, Sandy Springs, Georgia 
under the theme, “Sow What?”  based on  2 Corinthians 9:6-10.  

We opened the rally with a worship 
and communion service celebrated by 
Pastor Jeffrey Jordan, Rivercliff.   
Our Gifts from the Heart for Mary 
Hall Freedom House were brought to 
the front and dedicated at the close of 
the service.  Mary Hall Freedom 
House is a local agency whose pur-
pose is to free women and women 
with children by empowering them to 
break the cycle of addiction, poverty and homelessness.  We were blessed to have 
their director, Lucy Hall-Gainer and representative,  Rebecca Turner present to re-

ceive the gloves, clothing, diapers and hygiene items. Rebecca also shared her personal testimony. 
Our theme verse, 2 Corinthians. 9:6, The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows boun-

tifully will also reap bountifully, provided the 
basis for an interesting and thought pro-
voking interactive Bible study led by Zone 
Counselor, Pastor Michael Zwemke. 
Special guest speaker, Peg Henderson, FL-
GA District LWML Gift Planning Advo-
cate, shared information about the LWML 
Gifts of Love program and explained how 
this ministry’s free service can assist us in 
completing a Christian estate/gift plan. 
During our business meeting, we elected and installed Jamie Bass as VP 

Spiritual Growth and Laurie Hays, VP Mission Service.  Jamie presented a “Candy Corn” closing devotion.  Our 
spring rally will be April 23, 2016 at Savior of All Lutheran Church, Cartersville, Georgia!  < 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gifts of Love 
Lucy Hall-Gainer, Louise 
Cox and Rebecca Turner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lunch and Fellowship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Officer Installation:  Laurie Hays, Pas-
tor Michael Zwemke and Jamie Bass 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Guest Speaker—Peg Henderson 
and Louise Cox 

at www.flgalwml.com  

LWML District 

 

Spring  2016 

http://www.flgalwml.com/
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 2019 LWML Convention in Birmingham, Alabama 
 FLGA District Total as of  October 2015 ~ $1,368.46 
 Steps to Recycling and Helping the Environment 

1. Notify students, club members, parents, adults, local businesses to save cartridges and other recyclable 
items. 

2. Use Public Relations (PR) opportunities to promote with Newsletters, Newspaper articles, flyers, etc. 
to raise money for the hosting of the 2019 LWML Convention in Birmingham, Alabama, and to help 
the environment. 

3. Have members save ink jet, laser jet cartridges, and other recyclable items, by doing the following: 
a. Collect as many of these recyclable items as possible 
b. Place items in a zip-lock or plastic bag to prevent ink from leaking 
c. Bring printer cartridges and other recyclable items to central location/collection site. 

4. Save recyclable items until you have collected at least 20 to be shipped by UPS. This is at least 30# in 
weight. When packaging the boxes, place as many recyclable items as possible in a large box. Be sure to 
protect the items using bubble wrap, air pouches, newspaper or other packing materials. (Do NOT use 
Styrofoam peanuts.) 

5. Zone Facilitators contact M. L. C. Enterprises to receive pre-paid UPS shipping labels. 

6. Pre-paid UPS shipping labels will be sent via U.S. mail. 

7. Cell phones, pagers, DVD players, digital cameras, laptop computers, e-Readers, tablets, iPods, iPads, 
GPS systems, and scientific calculators are also accepted for recycling. Place individually in plastic bags 
to protect in shipping. 

8. Pack shipping carton as compact as possible. Take to your nearest UPS shipper or leave at church for 
the next UPS delivery and the UPS driver can pick it up when he delivers to your church. Do not call 
for a UPS pickup. It will result in you being charged a pick up fee. 

9. Remuneration check will be sent to your organization approximately 45 days after cartridges and recy-
clable items are processed. 

 
 

M. L. C. Enterprises 
808 Timber Ridge Rd. 

Midwest City, OK 73130 
405.737.8289 + Fax: 405.737.8289 

Do Not send any Single use or One-Time cartridges.  They are not recyclable.  
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