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Congratulations and welcome to our newly elected officers.
We thank God for your willingness to serve in these positions!
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT
MISSION GRANTS

VICE PRESIDENT
SPIRITUAL GROWTH

FINANCIAL
SECRETARY

TRISH AAMOTH
Athens, GA
Northeast Georgia Zone

JUANITA BAGNALL
Gainesville, FL
North Central Florida Zone

LOUISE COX
Dallas, GA
Atlanta North Zone

LINDA PETERS
St. Petersburg, FL
St. Petersburg Zone

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

PASTORAL
COUNSELOR

REV. ALAN R. KOCH
Palm Bay, FL
Space Coast Zone

LORI DORMAN
Chairman
Jacksonville, FL
First Coast Zone

ELAINE J STIER
Tavernier, FL
Tropical Zone

PEG HENDERSON
Orlando, FL
Orlando East Zone

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Florida-Georgia District LWML is to share the love of Christ with women of all ages and diversities
and to foster a recognition that the mission field exists both at home and abroad.
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THE PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE
What a great convention we had! Didn’t we? Beautiful location! Inspiring speakers! Worthy mission
grant recipients! Uplifting worship and fellowship!
Great job by Meeting Manager, Jean Roehrs; Convention Host Committee Chair, Gayle Caruso, and
the ladies of the Gold Coast, Heartland, South
Palm Beach, Treasurer Coast and Tropical Zones!
Thank you one and all!
Heartfelt thanks and appreciation to
all our outgoing officers as well: President, Bunnie Koelsch; Vice President
Spiritual Growth, Karen Bowers; Vice
President Mission Grants, Carol Alberts; Financial Secretary, Nancy
Hughes; and Senior Pastoral Counselor, Rev Tod
Shouse. They all served so well for the last four
years and gave so much to the LWML FloridaGeorgia District.
I would also like to thank: Nominating Committee,
Marilyn Treanor, Mary Karrick and Dawn Sandvig;
Scholarship Chair, Sharlene Miers; Meeting Manager, Jean Roehrs; Young Woman Developer, Linda
Peters; and Structure Chair/Parliamentarian, Laura
Moore O’Connell. Their work and endeavors have
been essential to all we do as a district.
It is an exciting time ahead for the LWML! Next
year marks the 75th anniversary of the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League – Lutheran Women in
Mission! Seventy-five years of serving with gladness! Next June we will gather in Albuquerque,
New Mexico, for the LWML Convention where we
will celebrate God’s blessings with a Diamond Dazzle Extravaganza! All the information will be included in the Winter Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, due
out the first of December.
The 2017 LWML Florida-Georgia District Retreat
is scheduled for September at The Villas by the Sea,
Jekyll Island, Georgia, with the theme “For the
Lord is a Great God,” Psalm 95:3-6. The hosting
zones are Atlanta, East Central Georgia and Northeast Georgia. Eden Keefe, LWML Vice President
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Trish Aamoth
Christian Life, will lead us in retreat.
While in St. Louis recently, I had the
opportunity to meet Eden. We had a
wonderful conversation about our retreat—it promises to be a weekend of
fellowship, worship, and spiritual renewal!
A really big event is scheduled for June 2019! We,
the ladies of the LWML Florida-Georgia District,
along with the ladies of the LWML Gulf States and
LWML Louisiana-Mississippi Districts, will host
the 2019 LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama!
That may sound like quite a ways off yet, BUT the
planning has already begun. FL-GA’s own Bunnie
Koelsch is the 2019 Host Committee Chair. We
are now looking for the ladies of our district to
prayerfully consider serving as either department or
committee chairs. Volunteer Application Form and
information are included in this Evangel.
I would like to express my gratitude for the honor
and privilege of serving as your district president
for the next four years. In all the years I’ve been
active in LWML, I never saw myself serving at the
district level, but God has led me to two district
positions; with His help I will serve as faithfully and
diligently as I can. Through the years, God has used
LWML to grow me, to strengthen me, to teach me
to pray and to serve, and to richly bless me with the
fellowship of sisters in faith.
A friend once noted that LWML is my passion,
which at first startled me. After
thinking on that for a while, I had
to agree. I am passionate about
my faith and LWML, because I
have seen God take me from the
darkest period of my life to a lifelong journey with
Him which has included LWML all along the way. I
pray that each of you may experience this passion
as well.
“But I am like a spreading olive tree in God’s house, for I trust
in God’s faithful love forever and ever.” Psalm 52:8
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VP COMMUNICATIONS
Our convention is over. We have new officers, new
mission grants, and a new mite goal. How awesome
is that? We might do an awful lot of work at the convention, some of it is not always fun, but very necessary; and we come away with such a
sense of fulfillment. Not only because
we accomplished something wonderful, but spiritually as well. All the
songs, the Bible study, and the fellowship. It all comes together for a fantastic convention.
We had thirteen exhibitors this year. Concordia Publishing House who shared a space with our Resource
Store; and twelve others. We thoroughly enjoyed the
Time of Grace exhibitor, who also sponsored our
cocktail hour on Friday evening and we thank them
so much for doing that. They were just wonderful. I
hope they will all come back in 2018!
Our Webmaster and IT guru, Lois Ford, worked very
hard at our convention. Did you see her in the back
corner taking care of all our PowerPoint presentations
and running around with a microphone so everyone
could be heard? She is an awesome lady and I could
not do this job without her. She always makes us
look so good! Have you checked out our webpage,
www.flgalwml.com, recently? There is always a lot
of information there. An evaluation form for the convention is on that site, so you can fill it out and let us
know how we did. The evaluation form is also in this
Evangel (page 21) should you prefer to fill it out by
hand and mail back to our meeting manager, Karen
Bowers. Yes, her address is on the bottom of the
form.
Have you been on Facebook recently? We have pictures from the convention posted there. Our page

Joan Koch
name is LWML FL-GA District. We
always have something going on there.
Sometimes there are prayer requests,
sometimes pictures, we always have
birthdays listed
for our Executive Committee and Board of
Directors, so please say Happy Birthday to that person. We try to keep this page
filled with fun information. Please “like” our page as
we do not quite have 200 likes and we are certainly
more than 200 in numbers!
Have you gone to www.lwml.org and looked at the
Leader Development Newsletter? There is lots and
lots of wonderful information there. Follow the
Leader is another great resource for everyone; even if
you are NOT a leader. Lots of good information—
check it out!
Now that the convention is over, we look forward to
the 2017 retreat. Please join us at Jekyll Island,
Georgia. We are going to have a wonderful, wonderful time and I am very excited about going there.
Hope to see all of you there!
God’s blessings to everyone as we begin our holiday
season. Thanksgiving and Christmas are coming upon us. May you thoroughly enjoy the blessings that
God has given you and praise our Lord for His son.

Remember to LIKE us on Facebook!
LWML Florida-Georgia District
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VP MISSION GRANTS
First of all, thank you for allowing me to have the privilege of serving as your new Vice President Mission
Grants.
Here are our new mission grants
for the upcoming biennium. We
pray for God’s blessings on the
recipients of the grants, and on
those serving them, that these

Juanita Bagnall
ministries may be a blessing to all involved.
Keep an eye out for ways to encourage
people to give to mites to help this work
go forward. Remember that men can
give mites, too, and that folding money
fits into mite boxes (especially the purple $5 bill!).

Name

Amount

Bible Storybook for Spanish Speaking Families, Lutheran Heritage Foundation

$8,500.00

Bigger Wheels for Good Shepherd, Titusville, FL

$10,000.00

Brevard Rescue Mission - Casa Carol and Julia's House

$10,000.00

Community Resource Center, Salem Haitian Lutheran Church, Lake Worth, FL (partially funded)
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis Food Bank

$9,622.01
$10,000.00

Emergency Housing Assistance for Samaritan Ministries, Flagler County, FL

$5,000.00

Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Seminary, Good Food Co-Op

$10,000.00

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church/School Classroom, Sarasota, FL

$4,170.00

LCS Ministry Enhancements at Faith Lutheran Church and School, Eustis, FL.

$7,000.00

NLS Cartridges for the Lutheran Library for the Blind

$10,000.00

Non-Pastoral Scholarships

$15,000.00

Pastoral Scholarships

$15,000.00

Rebecca's Garden of Hope 2017 Connecting Congregations

$10,000.00

Support for Completion of Medical Degree, Santa Patricia, Nicaragua

Note from Mission Trip Coordinator
We will be in South Africa in early November—but details of what we actually accomplish will come later. I am thankful for all the prayers, eyeglasses and support from our
LWML FL-GA District ladies and I know the Lord will bless this trip and all the people
we come in contact with while we travel.
Blessings,
Dawn Sandvig—Mission Trip Coordinator

$9,900.00
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VP MISSION SERVICE
The miracles that God preforms through the LWML
never cease to amaze me! As I look back at our 2016
LWML FL-GA District Convention—the miracles
abound! First, my thanks to all of you who put on
those walking shoes and joined me on the Mission
Walk as we ended up collecting a total of $827 for Mission Grants. Check out the picture of some of the participants before we began.
Next, thanks for all the “Baby Closet” items collected
(which filled up a 15 passenger van – and thank you,
you fabulous YWR’s, for all your help to load it – also
see picture) not to mention the monetary donations of
$1,308 to go along with the items.
Lastly, thanks to all those who helped in any way with
the Servant Events – from bringing eyeglasses, bringing vitamins, bringing and labeling ziplock bags (over
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Deb Buenrostro
1,000 were labeled!) and bringing sewing
machines, material and everything you did
to help create the hospital gowns (which
filled bags upon bags and at the time of
my writing this article the finished ones
have been taken to Madagascar)! Each
and every one of you I cannot thank enough! Where
two or three are gathered together. Please check out
the pictures of the joy we had serving the LORD with
gladness!
Now that we are no longer all together at the convention and safely back home, I pray you will step out of
your comfort zone and take on a project, whether it be
by yourself, with your society or with your zone that
you may continue to stand firm in your faith and share
the joy!
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VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Louise Cox

As we enter this season of thanksgiving, I have two
very special blessings to thank and praise God for this
year. This Thanksgiving Day will mark the first time
that my husband and I will have our two children,
their spouses, and our five grandkids all under the
same roof for a holiday family gathering. I
started planning and making preparations
in June. One could say I am just a tad bit
excited. My Blessing Jar will be overflowing this year!
The second extra-special blessing for me is
this exciting, yet most humbling, opportunity to serve our Lord and you, dear
LWML FL-GA District sisters in Christ, as
your VP Spiritual Growth. In 1971, our
first Air Force assignment was to southern
California where I joined a small Lutheran church.
Their ladies group invited me to attend an evening
women’s Bible study and introduced me to a mite
box. Learning what those small boxes of coins accomplished to spread the love and share the Good News
of Jesus simply boggled my mind. I was hooked!
And so began my love and passion for the mission
and ministry of the LWML---and the color purple!
LWML FL-GA District Retreat,
“For the LORD is a Great God” Psalm 95:3-4
September 29—October 1, 2017 at beautiful Villas
by the Sea, Jekyll Island, Georgia. LWML VP Christian Life, Eden Keefe, will be our keynote speaker and
Tim Jacobsmeyer, our music leader. Make plans now
to join us by the sea, by the beautiful sea. You will be
blessed!
About that Blessing Jar…a few years ago I read about

writing one’s blessings on slips of paper,
putting them in a jar and then reading them
at the end of the year or at times when you
are feeling down. Studies have shown that
when you write down your blessings, you
actually lower levels of
stress, are more compassionate, and
place less importance on material
things.
I thought it would be fun and beneficial so I found a jelly jar and started to
write down my blessings, big and
small: a beautiful sunset, an extraspecial “just because” hug from a
grandchild, a particular scripture verse
that spoke to my heart that day, etc.
My jar sits on my desk as a constant reminder to
count all these daily gifts from God and offer my
prayers of thanksgiving to Him. Paul tells us to “rejoice
always, pray without ceasing, and give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1
Thessalonians 5:16-18) We are to have thankful hearts
even when we are not thankful for the circumstances
for “we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) I have personally found that it is
impossible not to smile and feel joy when I read those
blessings no matter what my circumstances are at the
moment!
May each of us have a wonderful thanksgiving season
as we pray, praise and give thanks to God, practice
“thanks living” every day, and count our blessings!

Lutheran Women’s Quarterly
order forms will be mailed January 1 to your church.
Order Due Date: March 1, 2017
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C O U N S E LO R ’ S C O R N E R

J R. CO U NS E LO R — Rev. Ala n R. Koch

“We’ve Got the Power”
Ask any pastor, and you will find out who really
runs his congregation. It’s not the pastor. It’s
not church council. It’s not the men. It is clearly the women!! Whether they do it in person or
through their husbands, very rarely is a decision
made without the women making it clear what
they want done in that particular situation.
Does that sound like pandering, since this is my
first article for the Evangel as the Junior Counselor for the LWML FL-GA District, and I want
to ingratiate myself with you women? Well, it’s
not pandering. It’s the truth. I know it and you
do too!! Women of the church have the power!
The Bible is clear. As
God’s people, “We’ve
got the power,” but in
another sense! “But
you will receive
power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the
earth.” Acts 1:8 We
received that power
through Baptism,
when God gave us
His Spirit, created
faith in our hearts,
and totally made us
His children!! We’ve got the power! And what
power is that, you ask? The Bible makes it
clear again. It is the same power that God used
to raise Jesus from the dead, to bring Him back
to life. Now that’s power!!
So I have a question for you. Why are we, as
God’s people, so timid in “admitting” we are
Christians and that we are “proud” of it in our
associations in the community, at work, and
even sometimes in church; especially when we
are asked to lead a prayer? We are very good
at giving our mites and supporting others in
their missions, but we are less enthusiastic

about expressing our faith to
our friends or co-workers?
I’d like to suggest that, if we are
really Women in Mission, it
starts in our own personal lives!
Then it can expand to zones, districts, synod
and the world. We as Christians need to “grow
a backbone,” as I like to say, and tap into the
overwhelming power God has given to each
and every one of us. The power is in you! The
Holy Spirit dwells in you! He and God’s power
are just waiting to break out through you to
“declare the wonderful deeds of Him who called
you out of darkness
into His marvelous
light.” When Jesus
called you to be a
witness, He basically said to start at
home (Jerusalem),
then to friends,
neighbors, and coworkers (Judea), to
people you don’t
like so much
(Samaria), and all
around the world
(end of the earth).
In a day when it
seems more and
more forces are trying to squelch the
Faith, we need to stop our hesitancy and boldly
speak of the One who loves the world so much
that He willingly suffered, died and rose again
for all people’s salvation!! So be bold! Be energetic! Don’t only give your money to support
others in their mission, but be a Woman in Mission at home and in your community with
friends and co-workers. Then, our mites to support others in their missions will take on an
even greater significance!!
Truly, we’ve got the power!!
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FROM THE DESK OF
Rev. Michael Zwemke
These last two years serving as Junior Pastoral
Counselor have been incredible. Your enthusiasm,
friendship, sense of humor, and love for the Lord are
truly inspirational and I know that the Kingdom will
continue to be advanced by the many and various
ministries all of you wonderful ladies work so hard to
support.
The good news is that things in the congregation I
serve are about to move ahead rapidly; the bad news is
that time will be at a premium, thus I will no longer be
able to continue as one of your LWML FL-GA
District Pastoral Counselors. I will miss you all very
much.
Thank you for the encouragement and support
you have given me. Please continue to keep us in your
prayers as we will continue to keep all of you in ours.
God bless, direct, lead, and inspire you as we work
together to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to
the world around us.
Pastor Mike

Pastor Mike

With Love,
from the LWML FL-GA District

SCHOLARSHIP CHAIRMAN
I am extremely excited about my new role as the Scholarship Chairman for our LWML FL-GA District. Many thanks
to Sharlene Miers for her years of service in this capacity. I
know how much she loved corresponding with the students
and I look forward to doing the same.
The Scholarship, Love Gift, and Kuiper Endowment checks, for the first term of the 2016-2017
academic year, were mailed to 15 students at the
following universities and seminaries: Concordia University Texas (2), Concordia College-New York (1), Concordia
University Chicago (1), Concordia University Wisconsin (1),

Carol Alberts
Concordia University Nebraska (2), Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne (2) and
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis (6). Please
pray for Christian, Skylar, Jonathan, Emily,
Alexander, Robert, Aaron, Jeannelle, Joshua,
Gregory, Christian, Alexander, Alan, Sam and Joseph as
they prepare to devote their lives to extending the Kingdom
of our Lord. Also, please encourage the young adults in
your congregation to consider full time church work as their
occupation. “..The harvest is plentiful but the workers are
few.” (Matthew 9:37. NIV)
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY
It has been my pleasure to serve God, LWML, and you for
the past four years. I would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone for the wonderful support
and love shown to me while holding this
office. This is the last duty I must fulfill
before sending all records to Linda Peters.
I want to wish Linda the very best and
know she will enjoy Mite-Tilda and the
adventures LWML has instore for her. As I wait for my
next adventure, I wrote this little song:
All the files are packed and ready to go.
They are setting by my front door
I do not want to wave and say goodbye
But the time has come it’s early morning
The postman is waiting he’s blowing his horn
Already, I’m so lonesome I could die.
It’s time to kiss Mite-Tilda and say goodbye.
Cause she’s leaving on a jet plane.
Only God knows when she’ll be back again.
Oh Mites, I hate to see you go.
There were many times I let her down
But so many times we played around
We both enjoyed the LWML thing.
Every place I go, I will think of her
Every song I sing I will sing for her
Some day she will have a LWML ring.
The time has come for Mite-Tilda to leave me
I am closing my eyes and sending her on her way
Dreaming about What God plans for me
Dreaming about what LWML plans for me.
Only God knows when I will be back again.
Oh Mites, I hate for this to end.
But it is time to smile and kiss this job goodbye.
OK, give me a break… Mite-Tilda was always the better
writer.
May God bless you and keep you in his loving arms forever and ever. Thank you all for the things you do for
LWML. With sincere thanks and joy I bid you good bye
for now. Love to all my LIPS! (Ladies in Purple Shirts)
On behalf of the LWML Florida-Georgia District, I would
like to report the following donations:

Love Scholarship Fund
Our Redeemer.................. Jacksonville, FL
East Central Georgia Zone
Suncoast Zone

In Loving Memory of Dale Henderson
Peg Henderson Family ......... Orlando, FL
Nancy Hughes .................. Hollywood, FL

In Loving Memory of Doris Zentner
Margie Smith ...................... Cleveland, GA

District Mission Trips Fund
Kathy Griffis ............................ Tifton, GA

2019 Convention Fund
Hope.................................... Melbourne, FL
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Nancy Hughes/Linda Peters
East Central Georgia Zone
Space Coast Zone
LaVon Dunker ..................... Augusta, GA
Elaine Stier ........................... Tavernier, FL
In Honor of Bunnie Koelsch Debi Coran......................... Melbourne, FL
Carol Alberts ............................... Ocala, FL
Karen Bowers ........................... Evans, GA
Nancy Hughes .................. Hollywood, FL

Mission Grants Fund
Our Redeemer ................. Jacksonville, FL
In Loving Memory of Doris Zentner
The Shultz Family ............. Longwood, FL
Nancy Hughes .................. Hollywood, FL
In Loving Memory of Jessie Johnson
Cinara Navarro .......................... Miami, FL
In Loving Memory of Pastor J. R. Jones—Boca Raton
Elke Kraushaar .......................... Miami, FL

LWML Sunday Fund
Our Redeemer ...................... Augusta, GA
Our Redeemer ............................ Ocala, FL
St. John ........................................ Ocala, FL
St. Luke (Morning) ................ Oviedo, FL
St. Luke (Afternoon) ............. Oviedo, FL
St. Luke (Evening) .................. Oviedo, FL
Forest Oaks ...................... Spring Hills, FL
Concordia ................................... Miami, FL
LWML FL-GA DISTRICT 2016 CONVENTION
OFFERING TOTALS
Offering #1—Mission Grants .................... $2,767.50
Offering #2—Love Scholarships ............... $3,344.84
Offering #3—Mites ..................................... $2,264.85
Mission Walk .................................................... $827.00
Gifts from the Heart .................................... $1,308.00
Message from Linda Peters
Mite-Tilda has a new home with me, my husband, Bob,
and our two Cavalier King Charles Spaniels. Mite-Tilda
and I look forward to watching our mites grow, so collect
those mites and send them in monthly. Mite-Tilda thanks
Nancy for taking such good care of her. I also have
“Keep Christ in Christmas” car magnets for sale. They
are $5.00 each, so if you wish to order some, let me know
how many you want and send me the money (address
below) and I will send them to you. The proceeds from
the sale of these magnets and the recycling of ink jet cartridges will help to cover the expenses of the host committee for the 2019 LWML convention. I look forward to
serving as your Financial Secretary for the next four years
as I “Serve the Lord with Gladness.”
Linda Peters, 4090 14th St NE, St Petersburg FL 33703
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YOUNG WOMAN DEVELOPER
What a wonderful convention! There were twelve
Young Woman Representatives who attended the convention. What a great group of young ladies. They
met Friday evening and were blessed to hear from
LWML FL-GA District President Bunnie, PastLWML President Jan Wendorf, and our two YWRs
(Darla and Chelsea) who represented LWML FloridaGeorgia District at the convention in Des Moines, Iowa in 2015. The young women helped sort and pack
the Gifts from the Heart, and they did a wonderful job
presenting the Sunday morning devotion.
Now it is time to be looking for two young women to
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Gayle Caruso
represent the LWML FL-GA District at
the 2017 LWML convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico, June 22—25,
2017. All women age 22-35 are encouraged to apply. The application can be
obtained from your zone president or on
www.flgalwml.com Zone presidents, encourage your young women to apply if they meet the
age requirement above.
Applications can be emailed to carusob@bellsouth.net
no later than January 15, 2017.

Abby McCarthy, granddaughter of Karen McCarthy,
was the youngest attendee at the convention in Palm
Beach Gardens. Abby has been attending LWML
events since she was a few weeks old. She loves
crosses and the color purple!
We definitely see a future YWR!

Evangel—Winter 2016
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MEETING MANAGER

Karen Bowers

A wonderful weekend was had by all of us who were
privileged to attend the
LWML FL-GA District
Convention at the PGA
National Resort and Spa,
September 30 - October 2.
We had a weekend of fellowship and praising the
Lord, as well as take care of the business of the
LWML FL-GA District. Some of us assumed new
roles of service to the Lord — I am one of them.
Jean Roehrs has turned over the reins of Meeting
Manager to me and I pray that I will be able to fill the
shoes of a very gifted lady.

The LWML FL-GA Board of Directors will meet March 10 — 11, 2017
in Orlando. Plans are in the works as
to exactly where the meeting will be
held and information will be forthcoming to you in early January.
All of us will have the opportunity to be together at
the Villas By the Sea in Jekyll Island, Georgia, for
our district retreat September 29 – October 1, 2017.
May you have a blessed season of Thanksgiving and
the celebration of the birth of our Savior over these
next few months.

LWML FL-GA District Retreat

September 29 — October 1, 2017
Villas By the Sea, Jekyll Island, Georgia

Doris Zentner
LWML FL-GA District President 1992-1996
Doris Zentner was an active LWML
member before becoming LWML FL-GA District President in 1992. She became a district board member in 1984,
served on the bylaws committee and as meeting manager
before becoming VP Mission Service from 1988-1992.
After her term as president, she served as Archivist from
2002-2006. She was active in the Orlando zones, first as a
member of Prince of Peace in Orlando, and later at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church in Lake Mary. Doris faithfully at-

tended every LWML FL-GA District
Convention, and it was at the last convention in Palm Beach Gardens this year
when she joined the church triumphant.
She is survived by her husband Wally,
sister Lois, children Steven, Dale and Faye, five grandchildren, two foster grandchildren, and two greatgrandchildren. We are thankful for her many years of service in the LWML.
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CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS

Picking up ballots for Grant Vote
Friday Evening Meeting

Mission Grant Check presentation
to Nassau Bahamas for bus.

Chobee Steelers
Entertainment Saturday night
Check them out at:
www.chobeesteelers.com
What a talented group of youngsters!
What an empowering organization!!
Want to make a donation?
Donate Online: Chobeesteelers.com
Make Checks payable to: Martha’s House
Memo Note: “For the Chobee Steelers”
Mail to: PO Box 727
Okeechobee, FL 34973

Officer Installation.

YES! Our Pastoral Counselors,
Pastor Zwemke and Pastor Shouse!

Pastoral Counselors: Rev.
President, Bunnie Koelsch,
Alan Koch, Rev. Tod Shouse,
pinning new President,
and Rev. Mike Zwemke; and
Trish Aamoth
LCMS FL-GA
District President
Rev. Gregory Walton
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RANDOM CONVENTION SNAPSHOTS

VP COMMMUNICATIONS

Before

See what she is holding in her
hand? This was a table favor at
the banquet. It’s two pieces of
candy made into a little Bible. It
has the convention scripture
verse on it. (Philippians 1:27)

Convention

After
Convention

More pictures from the convention are posted on Facebook.
Our page name is LWML FL-GA District.
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ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO | JUNE 22—25, 2017

with God all things are possible.
Matthew 19:26b
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HEARTLAND ZONE
Mike Meek, President

The rest of the story…

centerpieces, we actually collected 66 Bibles.

You may recall that the focus
of the centerpieces during
the recent LWML FloridaGeorgia District Convention
Banquet was a Bible. We
could have purchased beautiful flowers that would have
offered color and would
have beautified our tables
for the evening; however, we
wished to compliment the theme of “Standing Firm
in our Faith” because of the Bible’s enduring value.
While we only needed 34 Bibles to complete our

After the convention, the Bibles were donated to
the prison ministry at the Lake Correctional Institute
located in Claremont, Florida. We were able to coordinate our efforts with Chaplain Jeff Sackett and
Ed DuBosq, LCMS Coordinator of Prison Ministries.
We pray that God will use these Bibles to touch the
hearts of those who read His word.
A special thanks to the ladies of Faith Lutheran
Church in Clewiston for the design and assembly of
the centerpieces.
In other news, The Heartland Zone Gathering was
held on November 12, 2016 at Peace Lutheran
Church in Okeechobee, Florida.

EAST CENTRAL GEORGIA ZONE
LaVon Dunker, President
Twenty-three ladies and two Pastors were welcomed
to our Zone Fall Rally on October 15, at
Hope Lutheran Church in Milledgeville,
Georgia.
We elected the following ladies to serve as
officers until fall 2018: LaVon Dunker,
President; Marsha Bohannon, VP Spiritual
Growth; and Karen Bowers, Secretary.
We voted to send $150 to the LWML
Florida-Georgia District 2019 Convention
Fund. We have now contributed $700 and
mailed six boxes of recyclable items
Several of the ladies shared highlights from
the district convention. Our zone banner,

which was made for the district convention, will be
circulated to each church as they host a
rally.
Our interest sessions were speakers from
the Alzheimer’s Foundation and Café Central, a soup kitchen. Café Central was the
recipient of our Gifts from the Heart ingathering of canned goods and $189 cash.
Our devotions, bible study, and worship
centered on our theme “Wait for the
Lord”.
We are looking forward to working with
the other two Georgia zones on our 2017
LWML FL-GA District.

Page 16

Evangel—Winter 2016

ATLANTA ZONE
Louise Cox, President ~ Written by Elli Klune, LWML, Timothy Lutheran Church
Oh, what a wonderful day we had on Saturday, the 5th
of November, at Timothy Lutheran Church, Woodstock, Georgia. Our theme was “How Long, O LORD,
How Long?” We were blessed with special guests,

LWML FL-GA District President, Trish Aamoth, and
our Zone Young Woman Representative, Jordan Boeck,
from Faith Lutheran Church, Marietta. We were also excited to welcome four ladies from King of
Kings, Jasper, attending their first
zone rally.
Our Zone Counselor, Pastor
Zwemke, led us in a Bible Study on
Habakkuk, the prophet, and made it

seem like Habakkuk was sitting
there – great presentation.
When we gathered for lunch – we
celebrated Trish Aamoth’s birthday with cake and card – thank
you Trish for sharing your
“special” day with us. Then we
got to meet Young Woman Representative, Jordan, and she gave us
the highlights of her time at the
convention.
Pastor Constien told us about our Gifts from the Heart
recipients that are seminary students at Concordia, St.
Louis. Alan Mueller is a second year student and Christian Einertson, is a first year student. Both of them are
members of Timothy . They have so many talents and
are willing to share. Isn’t that what we wish for with
our young people today? We had a basket beside the
write-up and pictures of each student; it was quickly
filled.
We ended the day with a communion service filled with
the glories that God had done for us that day. When it
was time to leave, the hugs and good-byes were warm
and ended with “See you at the next rally.”

SPECIAL MESSAGE…
This is better than Daylight Savings Time!
You just got 10 days more to write and submit
your articles for the Spring Evangel.
DUE DATE: February 15, 2017

Evangel—Winter 2016
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NORTHEAST GEORGIA ZONE
Kathy Conway, President

The ladies of Northeast Georgia gathered at Good
Shepherd in Gainesville, Georgia, in mid-October. The
day opened with worship and communion, under the
theme of “I Love to Tell the Story.” The Bible study
was led by VP Spiritual Growth,
Sally Wesche, taken from “What
If God Doesn’t Fix This: Lessons
You Never Wanted to Learn, Truths
You Can’t Live Without” by Laura
Story. Each attendee received a
composition book for writing
their own story, to make it easier to share with others.
The afternoon session was taken up by seven LWML
skits, with everyone involved, showing that we can enjoy stepping out of our comfort zones and working
with ladies we don’t know very well. Kathy Conway was
elected zone president.

FIRST COAST ZONE
Sharlene Miers, President
The First Coast Zone LWML Fall Rally was held on October 29 at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Jacksonville, with
the theme, “God’s Bountiful Abundance”, Psalm 65:11.
This is the first Fall Rally we have held in several years
and we were blessed to have 25 women in attendance,
representing six different churches. The Rally opened with
the service of Matins led by Zone Counselor, Pastor Ross

Engel of St. Peters. Bible study on the rally theme was
led by Chynsia Fowler.

This was followed by a service project where the women
put together Bean Soup Mix in jars and decorated them.
Each lady made two jars, one to take home to be given to
someone in need and one to donate to the Lutheran
Library for the Blind to sell.
Our Gifts from the Heart were supplies for craft projects
that are assembled and donated to the Library as part of
their on-going fund raising. Julia Neimes, the head of the
Library, gave a short presentation about the services offered by the Library which serves the blind and visually
impaired from across the U.S.
Musical Director, Denise Stoldt, led the women in singing
and everyone enjoyed a quick skit, “Christian Movement,”
by Denise and Lori Dorman. Several women toured the
Library and also the workroom where Braille volumes are
assembled by volunteers. It was a joyful day for the First
Coast Zone and we look forward to our Spring mini-retreat,
“Sweet Life Café,” to be held in April.
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The LWML of Shepherd of the Coast, Palm Coast,
(First Coast Zone), encouraged everyone to wear

purple on LWML Sunday, October 23.
Pastor Douthwaite said he
didn’t have anything purple
to wear. We helped—and
he does NOW!

Cool
sunglasses
Pastor!

NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA ZONE
Carol Lynn Scheer, President
The theme for our rally was “Encourage One
Another,” 1 Thessalonians 5:11. The day began with our opening worship service with
Holy Communion. We had attendees from all
eight of our active societies. To God be the
Glory!
Our mission speaker was Anette Shanks who
shared about her mission trips to Alaska.
She has been part of a team going to the
same place for the past nine years. They fly
into Anchorage and go by plane or boat into
the bush country. The children are very anxious to attend VBS and hear about Jesus and
His love for them. The Alaskan people have
come to trust and accept the team and know
they have come to help.
PACE of Ocala was our Gifts from the Heart
recipient. PACE is for girls and young women who need a safe place. PACE provides
an opportunity for a better future through education, counseling, training, and advocacy,
believing each one deserves an opportunity
to find her voice, achieve her potential, and
celebrate a life defined by responsibility, dignity, serenity, and grace.
Gifts collected for PACE were shampoo, hair
conditioner, nail polish, and cosmetics. As a
mini servant event, St. John host ladies
sewed 72 backpacks for PACE, and rally at-

tendees filled the bags with a shampoo, conditioner, and wrote a note of encouragement
which was attached to each bag. Monetary
gifts of $330 were also given to PACE.
We again had a craft table which went over
extremely well. Donations of $391.25 will go
to the 2019 Host Convention Fund.

Gifts from the Heart for PACE

SKIT: God’s Garden
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LWML FL-GA District
DISTRICT PRESIDENT

Trish Aamoth

2017 SPRING RALLY DATES

VP COMMUNICATIONS

Joan Koch
VP MISSION GRANTS

Juanita Bagnall

ATLANTA NORTH
TBD

VP MISSION SERVICE

Deb Buenrostro
VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Louise Cox
RECORDING SECRETARY

Dorothee Jones
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Linda Peters
TREASURER

Debi Coran
PASTORAL COUNSELOR

Rev. Alan Koch
PASTORAL COUNSELOR

Rev. Tod Shouse

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
ARCHIVIST

Mary Karrick
EVANGEL EDITOR

Lois Rhodes
MEETING MANAGER

Karen Bowers
MEMBERSHIP RESOURCES

Phyllis Derda
NOMINATING

Lori Dorman
SCHOLARSHIPS

Carol Alberts
STRUCTURE

Jean Rohers
WEBMASTER

Lois Ford
YOUNG WOMAN DEVELOPER

Gayle Caruso

EAST CENTRAL GEORGIA
Christ Lutheran
Perry, GA
April 22, 2017
FIRST COAST
Holy Cross Lutheran
Jacksonville, FL
April 22, 2017
GOLD COAST
Good Shepherd,
Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Date: TBD
HEARTLAND
Faith Lutheran Church
Sebring, FL
Date: TBD
NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA
Forest Lutheran Church
Silver Springs, FL
March 25, 2017
NORTHEAST GEORGIA
Oak Road Lutheran Church
Lilburn, GA
April 29, 2017
GREATER ORLANDO
St. Luke's Lutheran Church
Oviedo, FL
Date: TBD
SARASOTA
Beautiful Savior Lutheran
Sarasota, FL
April 29, 2017

SOUTH PALM BEACH
Son of Life Lutheran Church
Boynton Beach, FL
Date: TBD
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
Bethlehem Church
E. Ft. Myers, FL
March 18, 2017
SPACE COAST
Good Shepherd Lutheran
Titusville, FL
TBD
ST. PETERSBURG
Our Savior Lutheran Church
St. Petersburg, FL
April 1, 2017
SUNCOAST
TBD
TALLAHASSEE
TBD
TAMPA
TBD
TREASURE COAST
Son of Life Lutheran Church
Boynton Beach, FL
May 6, 2017
TROPICAL
TBD
WINTER HAVEN
Our Savior Lutheran
Zephyrhills, FL
January 28, 2017
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CONVENTION EVALUATIONS FORM
September 30 - October 2, 2016
PGA National Resort and Spa ~ Palm Beach Gardens
Please Check one:

LWML member _____ District Officer _____ Guest ______

RATINGS:
Excellent

Very
Good

Needs
Improvement

No
Opinion

Very
Good

Needs
Improvement

No
Opinion

Very
Good

Needs
Improvement

No
Opinion

Very
Good

Needs
Improvement

No
Opinion

Convention Overall
Pre-Convention Publicity
Schedule
If "needs improvement" please explain why:

RATINGS: PROGRAM
Excellent
Keynote Speaker
LWML Representative
Bible Study
Entertainment
Sunday Worship
If "needs improvement" please explain why:

RATINGS: ACTIVITIES
Excellent
Exhibitors
Mission Walk
Servant Events
LWML Resource Store
If "needs improvement" please explain why:

RATINGS: FACILITIES
Excellent
Meeting Rooms
Dining room/meals
Site Surroundings
Cost for weekend
If "needs improvement" please explain why:

What were your more memorable moments at this weekend?

What would you add (or subtract for future conventions and why?

PLEASE RETURN TO:

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Attention: Karen Bowers
402 Aumond Road, Augusta, GA 3090

Page 22

Evangel—Winter 2016

LOOKING FOR A GOOD, FREE, GIFT IDEA?
Help someone get signed-up online to subscribe to the Evangel—the
information board of the LWML FL-GA District.
Just follow these three easy steps.
1. Go to www.flgalwml.com website.
2. Type your friends name and email address in upper right-hand
corner box.
3. Click “Join List”.
Your friend will thank you!

THRIVENT
CHOICE DOLLARS
Thrivent Financial Members ….remember you can now designate your Thrivent
Choice Dollars to the LWML FL-GA District.
Look in the organization list on the Thrivent Financial website for, Lutheran
Womens Missionary League Florida Georgia District.

Thinking into the FUTURE…
LWML Convention 2019
A 2019 Convention Volunteer
Application form is on the next
two pages. Please look over the
form, consider the talents and
skills God has given you, and see if there might be a
place for you to serve. The deadline for submitting

the form is January 31, 2017. Well over 600 volunteers will be needed to man the convention, so we, the
LWML Florida-Georgia District, will need to supply a
couple hundred workers! (Just signing up for two
shifts will count towards a reduced registration fee.)

Evangel—Winter 2016
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Volunteer Form - Coordinator and Chairman
2019 Mobile LWML Convention
Name: ____________________________________ Email Address: ______________________________ ___
Cell Phone: _________________________________ Home Phone: _____________________________ ____
Address: ________________________________________________________________________ ________
City: __________________________________________________ State: ______ Zip: _________ _________
District: ______________ Zone: __________________ Congregation: _______________________

_______

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others,
faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms (I Peter 4:10).
What spiritual gifts and talents has God given you? Check all that apply.
Spiritual Gifts
_____ Administration
_____ Counseling
_____ Encouragement
_____ Helps
_____ Prayer
_____ Leadership
_____ Serving
_____ Teaching

Talents and Abilities
_____ Accounting
_____ Music Director
_____ Arts/Crafts
_____ Music/Instrumental (specify)____________
_____ Audio/Visual
_____ Music/Vocal
_____ Bookkeeping
_____ Organization
_____ Child Care
_____ People Skills
_____ Clerical
_____ Public Relations/Publicity
_____ Communication
_____ Puppets/Mime
_____ Computer
_____ Relate to Children
_____ Construction
_____ Scheduling
_____ Creativity
_____ Sewing
_____ Decorating
_____ Story Telling
_____ Driving
_____ Take Meeting Minutes
_____ Flower Arranging
_____ Writing
_____ Graphic Design/Layout _____ Other (specify)

After prayerfully evaluating your gifts and talents, please check the area(s) in which you feel qualified and are
willing to serve as a Department Coordinator or Committee Chairman. Coordinators serve directly under the
Host Committee Chairman; Committee Chairmen serve under the Department Coordinator.
Communications Department – promotes the convention and encourages and enlists spiritual support
of the involvement of the hosting district.
_____ Communications Department Coordinator
_____ Prayer Committee Chairman
_____ Publicity Committee Chairman

_____ Host Committee Secretary
_____ Staff Services (Clerical Support) Chairman

Creative Enhancements Department – envisions, suggests, and carries out approved activities which
appeal to our five senses, impacting one’s convention experience.
_____ Creative Enhancements Dept. Coordinator
_____ Activities Committee Chairman
_____ Decorations Committee Chairman
_____ Music Committee Chairman (desirable to be close to convention city)

HCC-09-Coordinator/Chairman Volunteer Form 2019 LWML Convention

revised 8-11-2016
Page 1 of 2
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Facility Management Department – provides the best possible physical arrangements for the efficient
operation of the convention body.
_____ Facility Management Department Coordinator
_____ Properties Committee Chairman (desirable to
be close to convention city)

_____ Ushers Committee Chairman
_____ Worship Support Committee Chairman

Guest Services Department – seeks out and arranges for quality services to meet each individual’s
personal and membership needs.
_____ Guest Services Department Coordinator
_____ Child/Youth Care Committee Chairman
_____ Food Services Committee Chairman
_____ Packet Materials/Registration Comm. Chairman

_____ Tours Committee Chairman
_____ Transportation Committee Chairman

Personnel Resources Department – provides appropriately gifted people for the responsibilities of
hosting the convention.
_____ Personnel Resources Department Coordinator
_____ Hospitality Committee Chairman
_____ Special Dress Committee Chairman
_____ Personnel Data Management Committee Chairman (worker scheduling)
Host Committee Counselors and District President(s) are members of this department.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Please write a short paragraph outlining your special gifts for the position(s) in which you have volunteered to
serve. (Note past or present service in LWML, service to your congregation, positions held in the business
world or other organizations, computer skills, etc.)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Please send completed application by January 31, 2017, to:
Bunnie Koelsch – email: bunniek@cfl.rr.com or mail to: 560 Orange Grove Ave., W. Melbourne, FL 32904
Questions? Call Bunnie at 321-432-4419.

Duplicate this form as needed.

HCC-09-Coordinator/Chairman Volunteer Form 2019 LWML Convention
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