Florida - Georgia District

The mission of the Florida-Georgia District LWML is to share the love of Christ with women of all ages
and diversities and to foster a recognition that the mission field exists both at home and abroad.

The FL-GA District Mission Statement:
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quarterly newsletter

The DEADLINE for scholarship applications is June 1,
and they are arriving slowly. If you know any young people in your
congregation who are planning on attending one of the Concordia
schools in the fall, please let them know about our scholarships.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Seminary students who are
also LWML Florida-Georgia
District scholarship recipients
received their calls and
vicarage assignments  April 29
and 30, 2014.
FROM CONCORDIA SEMINARY, ST. LOUIS:
Gary Koltz, St. John Lutheran Church,
Ocala, FL, completed his seminary
education and received his first call to
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Lake
Orion, MI. Gary has been one of our most
faithful students, updating us monthly and
continually thankful for the help he has
received from LWML.
Paul Burdette, St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Peachtree City, GA, will be serving an SMP
vicarage at Lutheran Senior Services,
Webster Grove, MO.
Alec Fisher, First Lutheran Church,
Gainesville, FL, will be serving his vicarage
at Living Savior Lutheran Church, Fairfax
Station, VA. Alec spent last year studying
at the Lutheran Seminary in Oberursel,
Germany. He and his wife, Rachel, are
expecting their first child very soon.
Cody Nimmo, Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, Gainesville, GA, will be serving his
vicarage at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church,
Decatur, IL.

Sharlene Miers

FROM CONCORDIA
SEMINARY, FT. WAYNE:

THEOLOGICAL

Greg Bauch, St. Peter Lutheran Church,
Middleburg, FL, will be serving his
vicarage at Emmanuel Lutheran Church
in Fort Wayne, IN. This is the church
where Greg also did his field work; and
since he and his wife, Amanda, have a
new baby, Gideon, they are happy not to
be moving for this year.
NON-PASTORAL STUDENT:
Kristin Martin, who attended Concordia,
Austin, TX, and is from Bethlehem
Lutheran Church, Jacksonville Beach, FL,
will be serving her teaching internship at
Desert Foothills Lutheran Church in
Scottsdale, AZ.
Please keep all of these fine men and
women in your prayers as well as all of
our scholarship recipients.
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THE PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE

Serve the Lord
with gladness….
Psalm 100:2

Bunnie Koelsch

My husband wanted to grow his vegetable
garden again this year, but he kept putting
it off. Now, it wasn’t for lack of prodding on
my part, reminding him that the time was
now to plant the seeds. Well, nothing got
planted, and now the plot just sits there full
of weeds with only memories of abundant
growth of gardens past. It is stagnant and
dead with no hope of vibrant vegetables.
Because he didn’t plant the seeds, he will
not have the joy of sharing the fruits of a
harvest. No planting! No joy of reaping!
LWML is also like my husband’s garden. If we
don’t plant any seeds, nothing will grow, and we
will have nothing to share. We will be stagnant,
without a future. So let’s plant some seeds. Your
zone has the joyful task of selecting a Young
Woman Representative (YWR) for convention.
There will be activities and special YWR time as
well as the opportunity for her to be with the zone
delegation on the convention floor. Here is your
opportunity to plant the seeds of LWML and have
the joy of seeing her grow.
Another joyful task you have is selecting the two
delegates from your society. You will have the
privilege of voting for officers as well as deciding
the mission grants for the 2014-2016 biennium.

You will be able to share the joy
of planting the seeds of the
immediate future of the district
LWML.
And now, how about planting a
seed for someone you know
personally. Ask someone to
come with you to convention.
Maybe she is someone who has
never attended a convention,
has never received a seed from anyone. Maybe
she is someone who hasn’t attended in quite a
while, and the seeds of LWML just need to be recultivated. PLANT THOSE SEEDS NOW!
So there you have it. Lots of seeds to plant. Lots
of joy to share. But wait, there is one more
planting of seeds that you need to do. Plant
something for yourself. Give yourself a new
garden and re-cultivate YOU by coming and
participating in the 2014 district convention.
Come, grow, bloom, and blossom with us as we
all share the joy of being together in celebration
of LWML.
Don’t wait until it’s too late to plant those seeds.
Plant seeds and share the joy!

COMMUNICATIONS
The Time is NOW!
2-Minute Tuesdays…Timely tips, insight,
and wisdom to share!

Vice President Trish Aamoth
However, The Time is NOW…small acts
matter big. Lend a hand to a young
mom in your area. Ask how you can
help babysit, complete a chore, or run
an errand.
The Time is NOW…to encourage a
friend with a hug or supportive
comment.

How many of you have signed up for
the 2-Minute Tuesday emails from
LWML? It’s a wonderful idea to keep us
communicating with others about
LWML…and it’s delivered right into your
inbox.
Now, I must admit, I haven’t followed
through on all the tips. It’s kind of hard,
when you’re retired and spend most of
your time at home, to share with other
people about “church stuff.”

The Time is NOW…to step out of your
comfort zone. Take Mustard Seed
Devotions on a trip and “plant” them
along the way. Include one with each
meal and hotel tip you leave.
The Time is NOW…to show gratitude.
Thank your church organist/pianist.
This program only began the first of
April, so it’s new and just beginning.
2-Minute Tuesday is posted on the
Lutheran Women in Mission - LWML
Facebook page.
Check it out! And commit to help
LWML make an impact on the next

generation. Take
pledge today!

the

And while you’re on
Facebook, if you haven’t
already done so, please,
please, like the LWML
Florida-Georgia District
page. The other district vice presidents
and I are trying to post interesting items
and information about things taking
place in the district as well as sharing
some of the LWML posts.
Please feel free to post about events in
your zone and/or congregation! Social
media is definitely here to stay, and
information can get to a lot of people in
a short amount of time.
As we draw closer to convention time,
more information about the convention
– registration, speakers, mission grants,
nominees, etc. – will be posted there as
well.
So, once you’ve thanked your organist/
pianist, start sharing about LWML!
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Philippians   4:11-13      I   am   not   saying   this  
because   I   am   in   need,   for   I   have   learned   to   be  
content   whatever   the   circumstances.   I   know  
what  it  is  to  be  in  need,  and  I  know  what  it  is  to  
have   plenty.   I   have   learned   the   secret   of   being  
content  in  any  and  every  situation,  whether  well  
fed   or   hungry,   whether   living   in   plenty   or   in  
want.  I  can  do  everything  through  him  who  gives  
me  strength.  NIV
One of my favorite television programs is called “Love it or
List it.” The premise is a couple owns a home but there is
usually one or both of the couple who is not totally satisfied
with their present home and think a new home would better
suit their needs and bring more satisfaction. Each episode
includes a host designer who is in charge of renovating the
present home to meet the homeowners’ ideals for what they
want in their home. It is the designer’s wish that they will
“love it.” The second host is a real estate agent who is
tasked with finding a different/better home that he is sure
will entice the homeowners away from their present home
and will “list it.” In the end, the homeowners come to a
decision as to whether they will “love it” and stay in their
present updated home or “list it” and move on to a different
home. The real story, of course, lies in what happens after
the first meeting with the two hosts and the final decision.
There is always a problem found in the present home that
was unexpected and the project could not be completed
exactly as the designer and owners had hoped. The couple
ooh and aah over beautiful homes the realtor shows them;
but there are problems with location, higher than expected
sales price, etc.
What interests me most is how the couple works out these
differences and yes, the temptations (who wouldn’t want a
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Vice President Karen Bowers
home with a great pool, designer kitchen, or workout room,
etc.) In the end they come to a decision that ends up being
most beneficial to their family. For some reason I generally
hope the homeowners will choose their present home.
It seems like our everyday life to me. Don’t we get bored
with things as they are sometimes? Aren’t there some real
flaws that spring up from time to time that we just want to
walk away from and not have to work through? However,
when we look at that new and better circumstance we forget
to look too deeply to see that down the road there will also
be flaws there and eventually a desire to change that also.
As with some homes that just
really need to be viewed in our
rear-view mirror as we drive
away – so there are times when
we need to move on with our
lives in a different direction.
Most of life, however, is lived
daily; and if we make
adjustments along the way, we
are content and have a solid
foundation - and when our
foundation is solid, we can more
easily go out into the world
around us and make a
difference for good in the lives of
others.
LORD, teach us to find contentment in our lives so that You
are glorified by what we think, say, and do. Give us courage
to change what needs to be changed in our lives and
satisfaction with the blessings You so generously have
bestowed on us. In Jesus name we pray. Amen

I’ve had good response for the subscription renewals for the 2014-2015 FL-GA District Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly. There
are still a few societies that haven’t renewed yet. If you would like to renew, give me a call (321-848-6697) and I will quote
you the price for three issues that would start in the Fall. If you have misplaced the order form, I will be happy to email or
mail you another form.
Zone Presidents, please send me your current information on your zone officers so I can update my listing.
Does anyone know of any churches with new societies wishing to become members of LWML? If so, I can email or mail you
the Application for Membership form. It would be wonderful to welcome the new LWML societies at the convention in
September.
Debi Coran
Membership Resources Chairman
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER
Is the Tide Turning?
I was on a movie set in
Nashville recently and
had the opportunity to
meet and chat with
Kevin Sorbo in between
takes. Ladies, if you
were a 1990’s TV
watcher, Kevin Sorbo was the
heartthrob who played Hercules in the
popular series of the same name. He
currently stars as the atheistic
professor in the film God’s Not Dead.
Now I check in at a slender 6’1,’’ yet
he towered over me with his still
hulking figure. Upon mentioning what
I do for a living, I was delighted to
discover that he actually grew up
Lutheran! It was a fun conversation
indeed as we discussed faith, politics,
and the resurgence of our faith in the
arts of the cinema. It was a
momentous moment as I wondered
afterward, is the tide turning?
Perhaps you have wondered that
recently as well. After all, it is
somewhat surreal to walk by the local
movie marquee in the mall and at the
same time no less, see titles such as
Noah, The Son of God, God’s Not
Dead, and Heaven Is for Real. Is the
tide turning for Christians in the
country, or the world?

MISSION GRANTS

Pastor Eric Eichinger

Now, before the champagne corks pop
too high, I was soberly reminded of our
current membership in The Lutheran
Church – Missouri Synod. When I was in
seminary our total was about 2.4
million. I would routinely round that
number up to a healthy “two and a half
million” when chatting with people,
because hey, it sounded better. A few
years after graduation I read we were at
2.3 million, and now just recently I read
we are checking in at 2.2 million. Is the
tide turning? Hmmm…

simply a Lutheran phenomenon but are
evident across all of Christendom. The
good news is I think we will continue to
see an impact of artistic Gospel
presentation in the town square for
years to come. Our prayers will be that
those gifts and resources are not there
to merely entertain, but to motivate the
lost into our churches to ultimately be
connected to Christ and His sacraments.
Perhaps He will use you as a vessel of
opportunity, in a movie theater, a book
club, a coffee shop, or at the other end
of your house, to inspire someone to
come to church. Now you might ask,
how can I help connect them to God?
Great question!
There is a tremendous new video
catechism resource coming your way
this summer from Lutheran Hour
Ministries. It’s called “God-Connects,”
available in English AND Spanish! Ask
your pastor and be on the look out for it.

The general year-to-year trend and
commentary has been “membership is
down, but giving is up.” This tells me
that while we are discouragingly
dwindling at a snail’s pace, many people
not only recognize this, but are also
encouragingly trying to do something
about it! I don’t think these statistics are
Vice President Carol Alberts

As we wind down this biennium, my thoughts are racing ahead to
the convention and to the new mission grants that will be
awarded. Your unit will receive all the proposal information in the
mail with other important convention information. Be sure you take
time to read over it, pray for each one, and tell your delegate the
ones you would like her to vote for. I look forward to seeing you in
Jacksonville!
Convention 2019- Birmingham, AL-June 27-30, 2019
Along with the Gulf States District, the Florida-Georgia District will be hosting
the 2019 LWML Convention. As part of the host committee, we need to raise
funds for the host committee to operate.
So starting now, we will be collecting ink cartridges for this
fund. Just bring your used cartridges to convention and help us
get a jump start on our convention fund.

No matter what the “tide” is doing in our
present culture, we know things will
worsen for the Church before Christ’s
final return. Let us not forget that Christ
turned the tide for good on Good Friday.
He says, “Lo, I am with you always, to
the very end of the age.” So numbers
aside, be of good cheer, embrace those
opportunities and Share His Grace!

YOUNG WOMEN DEVELOPER

Linda Peters

Summer is here, and
before long we will be
traveling to Jacksonville for
the district convention. I
hope by now you have
selected a young woman to
represent your zone at
convention. If you haven’t, you still
have time. Mentor and encourage the
young women in your zone to get
involved. Plant seeds and share the joy
of LWML
w i t h
t h e m .
They are
the future
of
the
LWML.
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MISSION SERVICE

Vice President Dawn Sandvig

Many of you are intrigued
as to what our servant
events will be at our
upcoming convention, and
the wait is officially
over. There are two events
being planned, and the
first relates directly to our Gifts from the
Heart recipient - The Women's Resource
Center of Jacksonville.
We have been asked to help at their
facility as part of our servant event
doing tasks such as packing away
summer clothes and bringing out fall
and winter clothes for their clients. For
those of you who are really enthusiastic
and have lots of energy, they are trying
to have a section of ground available for
you to plant a small garden. All the plant

material and transportation to and
from the convention center will be
provided.
I mentioned in the last edition
of the Evangel that you should
be prepared to get your hands
dirty. As our theme is "plant
seeds and share the joy," our
second servant event provides
the opportunity to plant seeds,
pray, and then share your plant
with a special someone that
only you and the Lord
knows. Tags will be available
for you to print a Bible verse for
this person and attach it to the
plant. Be praying and thinking
about or watching for that special
person the Lord puts in your mind.

The Mission Pledge Walk will be held
along the Riverwalk on
Saturday morning and will benefit our
district mission grant
goal for the new
biennium. Sign up on
the registration form
and you will receive
your
medical
information
sheet
and pledge sheet. Be
sure
to
pack
comfortable clothes
and shoes!
I can't wait to see you
all in Jacksonville in
September and begin planting seeds
and sharing joy. That's what we,
as LWMLers, do best!

FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Nancy Hughes

Nǐ hǎo. Hello in Chinese. Where am I? China
or Florida, God is always with me no matter
where I set down my suitcase. I was able to
return home in time to attend church Easter
morning arriving back home at 1:30 am. I am
very grateful to God for all He provides me. On
the plane, I was thinking about the way God set up the
calendar so we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection in the spring.

growing up I have always associated Easter with spring
cleaning. I felt I should continue this family tradition too. So
Easter Sunday after church I started my spring cleaning. I
went to the junk drawer in the kitchen. Every house has one,
don’t they? What did I find? Nickels, dimes, quarters,
pennies, lots of them. Where do COINS go in my house?
That’s right, in my Mite Box. Have you started your spring
cleaning?

Spring means new life; flowers popping out of the ground,
grass turning green, trees budding with leaves. We see
birds hatching and singing. It’s time to put winter away and
bring on good old spring cleaning.

I am also pleased to report a total of $14,396 was collected
for Mites. On behalf of the LWML Florida-Georgia District, I
would like to report the following donation:

Growing up, my mother would always make us clean house
from floor to ceiling starting as soon as we stepped foot in
the house returning from Good Friday services. When
completed, she admired how clean and beautiful our home
looked, saying it was ready to accept the Easter celebration
rejoicing for God’s gift to us, a clean, perfect, New Life. So

NOMINATIONS

Love Scholarship Fund
St. Petersburg Zone
In Loving Memory of Dorothy Rinkenberger
We hope you continue to Share God’s Love
through your Mite giving to provide joy to all our mission grant
recipients.
Deb Buenrostro, Chairman

STEPPING FORWARD
FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT!
Are you the kind of person who
procrastinates? Well now’s the time to follow
your heart and do what God is calling you to
do! In the last days, God says, “I will pour out
my Spirit on all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.” Acts 2:17 I realize God
has His own timetable (and a great sense of humor with

me!), but we still need some wonderful people to step
forward to fill all the candidate slots for the convention.
As we fast approach the convention, we are once again
sending out a prayer (and plea) for a full slate of candidates
to vote on. We are still in need of names of candidates for
the Nominating Committee, a Pastoral Counselor, a Vice
President of Communications and a Treasurer. Please search
your heart and see if God has been asking you to step
forward! If you have been considering it, please contact me.
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Wyndham Jacksonville Riverwalk Hotel
1515 Prudential Drive
Jacksonville FL
The Wyndham Jacksonville
Riverwalk Hotel is located
on the south banks of the
beautiful St. John’s River
and steps from the historic
San Marco entertainment
district,
one
of
Jacksonville's trendiest
destinations, while across
the river is Jacksonville Landing, offering trendy restaurants with
the beautiful St. John’s River as a backdrop.

“He  who  goes  out  weeping,  bearing  the  seed  for  
sowing,  shall  come  home  with  shouts  of  joy,  
bringing  his  sheaves  with  him.”      Psalm  126:6

IMPORTANT: The toll-free number for the
Wyndham was incorrect in the last issue of the
Evangel. The correct number is 866-845-8862.

LWML FL-GA DISTRICT CONVENTION
Jacksonville, Florida
September 26-28, 2014
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Keynote Speaker: Jan Struck is well known to the FL-GA
District as a speaker at district and LWML conventions,
2011 district retreat leader, and part-time Florida resident.
She has over 35 years of experience in teaching,
motivating, and entertaining her audiences. Jan brings a
fresh approach to the journey of faith and uses her sense
of humor as she shares her life with fellow travelers and
leaves them laughing.

LWML Representative:
Nancy Bogenhagen, Vice
President of Communication, has been a member of the
LWML for over 33 years. She has held offices in her
society and zone. She has served on two LWML
convention host committees, Rapid City in 1989 and
Sioux Falls in 2007. Her service on the national level
began in 2007 as the Website Task Force Chairman,
followed by two biennia service on the Information
Technology Committee.
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Saturday Lunch & Learn Speakers and Topics:
Jan Struck:
"This is NOT the life I signed up for!"

Nancy Bogenhagen:
LWML and Social Media

Julie Dass: Sharing the Gospel with
Muslims, Hindus, and Sikhs

Heart
e
h
t
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Gifts Fr

The Women's Resource
Center of Jacksonville.

2X and 3X maternity clothes
All sizes maternity dresses
Diapers sizes 4 - 6
Pull-ups sizes 2T through 5T
Boy’s & girl’s new socks (infant and toddler sizes)
Formula - GoodStart® brand
Diaper bags
Baby carriers (sling style or front carriers)
Baby food
Baby shampoo
Baby lotion
Baby powder
Baby wash
Baby wipes
Brand new car seats (legally we can only
distribute brand new car seats)
High chairs, new or gently used with all parts
Cribs, new or gently used with all parts
Baby swings, new or gently used with all parts

Cleaning supplies are
also on the wish list to
help keep their facilities
clean.
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Glass cleaner
Furniture polish
Hand soap
Ajax®/Comet®
Toilet bowl cleaner
Swiffer® wet refills
Facial tissues

Mary Karrick:
Archiving and Scrapbooks

There will be a remembrance service
for those LWML members of your
society or zone who have passed away
since the retreat. The remembrance
will be part of the Friday evening
worship service at the convention. You
can bring your member’s name and
society information with you to
convention. We will have a place for
you drop off your request so there is no
need to send it in advance.
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REGISTRATION FORM

LWML FL-GA DISTRICT 34th BIENNIAL CONVENTION
WYNDHAM JACKSONVILLE RIVERWALK HOTEL
JACKSONVILLE, FL ~ SEPTEMBER 26—28, 2014

□
□
□

Check Appropriate Category
Voting Delegate
□ Voting District Board Member
Non-Voting LWML Member
Designated Zone YWR

□
□

Non-Voting District Board Member
Guest (spouse, friend, etc.)

PLEASE PRINT
LAST NAME: _____________________________________________ FIRST NAME: _________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY: ___________________________________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP CODE: ___________________
PHONE NUMBERS: Home: ____________________________________ Cell: ____________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________
CHURCH and CITY: _________________________________________ LWML ZONE: _______________________________
SATURDAY “LUNCH & LEARN” SESSIONS (Please indicate 1st, 2nd, and 3rd preference)
____ JAN STRUCK

□
□
□
□
□
□

_____ NANCY BOGENHAGEN

_____ JULIE DASS

_____ MARY KARRICK

REGISTRATION FEE: Includes Saturday lunch and banquet—CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX
$150.00
EARLY REGISTRATION—Postmarked on or before June 30
$165.00
REGULAR REGISTRATION —Postmarked between July 1 and August 15
$195.00
LATE REGISTRATION—Postmarked between August 16 and 30
PLEASE NOTE: REGISTRATION CLOSES AUGUST 30!
$75.00
PASTORS OR YOUNG WOMEN REPRESENTATIVE (1 YWR per zone)
$10.00
FRIDAY SERVANT EVENT
No charge
MISSION PLEDGE WALK
_______

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

CANCELLATION FEE: $25.00 PRIOR TO August 30. No refunds after August 30!

Worship Choir
Please check if you
plan to sing.
□ Soprano
□ Alto
SPECIAL NEEDS:
□ Vegetarian
meals
□ Large-print
manual

Send check and registration form to:

SHARLENE MIERS
4870 GOPHER CIRCLE
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: LWML FL-GA DISTRICT
Registration confirmation sent via e-mail;
if you do not have email, please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope.

PLEASE NOTE: HOTEL RESERVATIONS ARE TO BE MADE DIRECTLY WITH THE WYNDHAM JACKSONVILLE RIVERWALK
904-396-5100 or toll-free 866-845-8862;; indicate you are with Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.
To take advantage of the LWML group rate, reservations must be made by August 26.
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Registration Information: Early registration, $150.00 through June 30; regular registration,
$165.00, July 1 – August 15; late registration, $195.00, August 16 - 30; pastors and YWRs,
$75.00. Registration form is on the previous page and on the district website: www.flgalwml.com.
Please note: Registration includes Saturday’s lunch and banquet;; all other meals are at your
expense.
IMPORTANT: REGISTRATION CLOSES AUGUST 30, 2014.
NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THAT DATE!
Lodging: Wyndham Jacksonville Riverwalk Hotel, 1515 Prudential Drive, Jacksonville FL. The hotel
does NOT offer shuttle service to/from the Jacksonville International Airport. Visit the airport’s
website for other ground/shuttle transportation – www.flyjacksonville.com
Parking: $10 per day
Directions: Please visit the hotel’s website: www.wyndham.com – click on Locations, United States, then under Florida,
Jacksonville
Reservations: Make reservations directly with the hotel. To take advantage of the $99.00 per night LWML rate (1-4 per
room, 2 double beds), plus taxes and fees, reservations must be made by August 26; reservation requests received after the
August 26 cut-off will be based on availability at the hotel’s prevailing rates. Call the hotel directly at 904 396-5100 or toll
free at 866-845-8862 and identify yourself with the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League FL-GA District. Special note: The
$99.00 rate is available three days prior to the event to three days after the event.
If you have any difficulties with your hotel reservations or for any special situation, please contact:
BOD Meeting Manager, Marilyn H. Treanor, mhtinfl@cfl.rr.com
East Central Georgia Zone
April 26, 2014
Christ Lutheran Perry, Georgia – Theme: “For Such a Time as This” -- Esther 4:14
How exciting to host our
very first rally at Christ for
39 LWMLers, two pastors,
and two guests traveling
from Augusta, Milledgeville,
Savannah, and Warner
Robins! For many of our
ladies, this was their first
time ever to attend a rally!
Our
zone
p a st ora l
counselor, the Rev. John
Lehenbauer, led our
interactive Bible study on Esther.
The business hour passed quickly. During
roll call, each society president was
asked to share a few brief words about
one of their group’s mission projects.
What energetic, inspiring information
was shared! Our Young Women’s
Representative to the district retreat in
Simpsonwood was Kimberly Cook from Mt. Calvary. What
beautiful words she shared with us—also extended a
challenge and idea to get our young women involved!
Host a special event for them—show them you care…tell
them about the LWML and why they want to be involved!
INTEREST SESSION #1: David Hutchinson, the president
of Lutheran Village and member of Christ, utilized a
PowerPoint presentation to tell us about this endeavor.
Currently, Lutheran Village is a group of Lutherans in

Middle Georgia striving to plan the first Lutheran
Senior Living Community in the State of Georgia.
INTEREST SESSION #2: Abba House of Perry
was chosen as the recipient of our rally Love
Gifts. Abba House is a residential Christian home
for women, to assist in the healing of emotional
wounds and addictions. It is a safe place for
women to come and receive
God’s love and forgiveness.
Employee Cheryl Ray
explained the workings of this
program requiring a 15-month
minimum stay. Residents
Brianna and Emily each told
their stories and how they
came to Abba House.
Two of our men volunteered in
the kitchen so more our ladies
could participate in the
interest sessions. Toward the
end of our luncheon, we were treated to the skit “The One
in Charge Knows.”
Following an inspiring worship and communion service,
guests were able to be on the road by 2:00 pm.! We
came and experienced the renewal of friendships,
making of new friends, and looking to the future in order
to serve for such a time as this!
Paulette Bernthal
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The North Central Zone LWML Spring Rally was held on Saturday, April 5, 2014, at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Chiefland, FL, with 67 in attendance. Our rally theme was based
on Deuteronomy 5:7, “Thou shall have no other gods before Me.” Host Pastor Lou Abel led our
Communion worship service and was assisted by Pastoral Counselor Pastor Ron Scheer. The
“Gifts from the Heart” recipient was ”Another Way Ministry,” a crisis center for abused women.
Guest speaker was Leilani Benmore of ”Body and Soul Ministry Food Bank,” one of our district
grant recipients. She told how the idea came about, what they did to get it started, and how and
whom they feed. Their ministry is growing, and they have been able to reach out and help many
in the community as well as some of their congregational members.
VP of Communications, Carole Mikler, and a couple other ladies did an excellent skit called
“God’s Garden,” showing that even dandelions (weeds) were created and loved by God and that
we should look deeper before we make decisions!
VP of Spiritual Growth, Digna Beckman, lead us in a very inspiring Bible study on our theme,
beginning with a prayer, then the question, “What did God say about other gods?”
Carol Lynn Scheer

The Women's Guild of Forest Oaks Lutheran Church, Spring
Hill, FL with the help of a Thrivent Action Project grant and
donations from the congregation put together and delivered
118 Easter baskets, one for every resident at the nearby
Forest Oaks Assisted Living facility. Twelve larger baskets
also were delivered to our
own church members that
haven't been able to come
to church lately. Any left
over toiletries or candy
went to the food pantry,
so nothing went to waste.
Judy Ward

Atlanta North & South Zones had our joint Spring Zone
Rally at St. Mark Lutheran Church in Tucker, GA on
Saturday, April 26. Our theme was “Sisters of Faith.”
We gathered “Gifts from the Heart” to support
NETWorks, a cooperative Christian ministry serving the
Tucker area. Our special guest speaker was Julie Dass,
missionary from “Sisters of Faith” in Naples, FL. Julie is
a third generation Christian from Pakistan. She was
filled with the Holy Spirit as she passionately educated
us on the spread of Islam and other Eastern religions in
America.
Peggy
Wagner

GOOD SEARCH: GOOD FOR MISSIONS
Want to earn money for the Lutheran Women's Missionary League AND search the Internet at the same time?
It's possible using GoodSearch.
Instead of ''Googling'' the next time you use a search engine, go to http://www.goodsearch.com and type
''LWML'' and select LWML St. Louis in the ''I'm supporting'' box. Each time a search is initiated, an estimated one
cent is given to LWML. This sounds like a small amount, but multiple searches by many people add up. Much like
mites add up to produce significant results, so can GoodSearch generate money for missions.
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Here at Immanuel, Tavernier, FL, we have many "snow birds" involved in our
LWML/Ladies Bible Study. This year as they leave we are giving each one a
handmade wall hanging. Attached to the
back is a mite box and a note asking them
to pray for Immanuel and the LWML and to
bring back a full Mite box when they return
to The Keys next season.
Elaine Stier

The Northeast Georgia Zone
met on March 29 at Good
Shepherd, Gainesville, GA
for their spring rally. The
theme was “Taste and See
that the Lord Is Good.”
(Psalm 34:8)
We heard
from Rev. Greg Michael
about his mission trip to
Cambodia to teach a course in the Luther Institute of
Southeast Asia’s church worker training program. We learned
more about the work of the LWML and built a “Sandwich of
Great Value” at lunch. We also learned what it means to “taste
and see” the goodness of the Lord.

Remember this:
Whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows
generously will also
reap generously.
2 Cor. 9:6

Deadline for the Fall EVANGEL
is August 5
Please be sure to submit all news or articles to this
email: evangel.flga@gmail.com

SUBSCRIBE TO THE EVANGEL
To subscribe to the Evangel:
send an email to
subscribe@flgalwml.com
include your name, email address,
church, zone, and phone number.
A confirmation e-mail will be sent
to verify each new address.

The Space Coast Zone
spring rally was held March
29, 2014 at Christ Lutheran
Church in Cape Canaveral,
FL. The theme was, “Bloom
Where You Are Planted.”
Fifty-one women came to
hear how we must be
“rooted” in the right place – Jesus Christ, “watered” daily
– in God’s Word, and receive plenty of “SON”shine from
God. The Gifts from the Heart recipient was the food
pantry of Christ Lutheran Church. The pantry serves 60
families each month. At the end of the day each woman
took home a potted petunia to remind them to be the
“plant” that God wants them to be for Him.
Dorothee Jones
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Bunnie Koelsch
West Melbourne, FL
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Watkinsville, GA
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Tallahassee Zone LWMLer In Training
“Train a child in the way ‘she’ should go and when they are
old they will not turn from it.” (Proverbs 22:6) The
Tallahassee Zone is very proud of their little “LWMLer in
training” – right down to her tiny purple shoes! May we all
say a prayer that the LWML will grow stronger with every
generation and follow HIS will while giving HIM all the
glory. (And of course it never hurts to be wearing the
perfect pair of purple shoes!)
Ava is the beautiful daughter of Mrs. Jennifer Valenstein.

VP MISSION GRANTS
Carol Alberts
Ocala, FL

VP MISSION SERVICE
Dawn Sandvig
Clermont, FL

VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Karen Bowers
Evans, GA

RECORDING SECRETARY
Joan Koch
Clewiston, FL

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Nancy Hughes
Hollywood, FL

TREASURER
Laura Moore O'Connell
Ocala, FL

PASTORAL COUNSELOR
Rev. Eric Eichinger
Bethel Lutheran Church
Clearwater, FL

PASTORAL COUNSELOR
Rev. Tod Shouse
Redeemer Lutheran Church
Bartow, FL

Deb Buenrostro

LWML Prayer Breakfast
The members of Beautiful Savior
Lutheran in Sarasota gathered on
Saturday, March 1, for the first "Prayer
Breakfast" hosted by the LWML.
Preparing our hearts for Lent, we met in
the sanctuary for the Prayer Service and
then enjoyed fellowship with our
breakfast. We hope to make this an
annual
affair.
Dolly
Morris

“A Church Garden,”
First, plant five rows of peas:
Presence
Promptness
Preparation
Purity
Perseverance.
Next to these, plant three rows of squash:
Squash gossip.
Squash criticism.
Squash indifference.
No garden is complete without turnips:
Turn up for meetings.
Turn up with a smile.
Turn up with new ideas.
Turn up with determination to make
everything count for something good
and worthwhile.

The ladies from Gloria Dei Lutheran, Davie, FL, gathered together on April 12 to have an
Easter Eggstravaganza. After a continental breakfast and a short devotion, 27 ladies
enjoyed several Easter crafts, including flower
arrangement, handmade cards, egg
ornaments, and the LWML Easter ornament.
Each one was
able to pick
from one, two,
or all the crafts.
This was a
wonderful time
of fellowship!
Gayle
Caruso
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On March 8, Lutheran Church of the Redeemer Ladies’ Guild/LWML,
Melbourne FL hosted a Women’s JOY Retreat, “Sow Seeds of Friendship,
Harvest JOY.” Churches of the Space Coast Zone were invited;; 39 attended,
including two ladies from south Florida.
Guest speaker Jan Struck, “Struck with Laughter Ministries,” led two onehour Bible study sessions – “Coffee with a Side of Grace.” This time was an
opportunity to talk in small groups about selected scripture verses, share
comments on friendships, and learn that Jesus is our Best Friend.
During our servant event, 36 gallon-sized zip-lock® bags were filled with
hygiene supplies for the homeless. The completed bags and several bags of extra items were
donated to the Sharing Center, Melbourne.
As a reminder of the event, the ladies also made and took home a special bookmark
showing how our lives are woven together with friends and Jesus, which brings great JOY.
Comments shared about the day were: “Getting to know one another a little better using the
‘get to know one another sheet’ and introducing yourself to someone I didn’t know well, I
now know the shoe size of several ladies!” “Liked sharing our
faith with those at my table and learning more deeply that Jesus
is my best friend.” “This was a
first for me, and it was fun!” “The
BBQ lunch was great!” “Jan had
a wonderful presentation using
selected Bible verses, family
experiences, along with lots of
humor.”

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
ARCHIVIST
Mary Karrick
Titusville, FL

EVANGEL EDITOR
Margie Smith
Cleveland, GA

MEETING MANAGER
Marilyn Treanor
Melbourne, FL

MEMBERSHIP RESOURCES
Debbie Coran
Melbourne, FL

NOMINATING
Deb Buenrostro
Tallahassee, FL

Marilyn H. Treanor
SCHOLARSHIPS
Sharlene Miers
Middleburg, FL

The LWML Suncoast Zone Spring Rally was held at Faith Lutheran Church, New Port
Richey, FL on April 26, 2014. Pastor Gilbert Kuehn led the worship service and Bible study,
the theme of which was “Burning Hearts...Being with Jesus.” The leadership development
team performed a skit about making people feel welcome at church. President Darleen
Keck conducted the business meeting. Dan and Julie Kolb spoke about Broken but
Beautiful Ministries, which was also the “Gifts from the Heart” recipient. The mission of
Broken But Beautiful Ministries is to lovingly offer hope and help through the power of
Jesus Christ to the hurting and broken people. This ministry serves the community through
the Abundant Commodities to Share (ACTS) Community Resource Center. They have just
begun a Transformation Learning Center (TLC) project to transform a dying business area
while teaching, training amd equipping individuals to be self-sustainable and independent
of entitlement. Following lunch, the
rally concluded with the memorial
flower ceremony to remember our
departed sisters.
Judy Ward

STRUCTURE
Karen McCarthy
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WEBSITE EDITOR
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YOUNG WOMEN
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Leadership  skit

OINK! OINK! OINK!
Ladies in Purple Shirts,
I need your help.

This chart shows we have collected $140,062,
which is 17% short of our goal. Please dig deep
into your hearts during the next two months. We
need to collect $27,828, or $13,914 per month,
which allows me to cross the finish line a winner
instead of a cooked ham! Spring is here; time to
spring clean your house looking for the lost COINS
that might have fallen between the couch cushions
or at the bottom of your junk drawers. Please
don’t make a ham sandwich out of me… GIVE TO
MITES. I am counting on all of you,
Mitetilda

I am running in ”Mitetilda’s Mite Marathon” but need your
help to collect the money needed for our mission grant goal
of $167,890. This race ends when the 2012-2014 biennium
ends on June 30, 2014. I have only two more months to run
circles around all LWML Florida-Georgia ladies asking for your
help to collect the necessary funds to continue with God’s
work through the LWML mission grants for the 2012-2014
biennium.

LWML Florida-Georgia District Remittance Slip
Make all checks payable to LWML FL-GA District
Mites
Prayer Service
Scholarship Fund
District Mission Trip

$ ________
$ ________
$_________
$_________

LWML Sunday
LWML Convention Fund
Endowment Fund
2019 Host Fund

$ ________
$ ________
$ ________
$_________
Check #__________

_________________________________________________________
Church, City, State

____________________________
Church Name

_____________________________

___________________

__________________________________

Your Name

Telephone

Email

________________________________________________________________________________________
Your Address

Mail to:

Nancy Hughes, Financial Secretary
LWML FL-GA District
6540 Scott Street
Hollywood, FL 33024

2012-2014 Biennium

