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A Message from the President Trish Aamoth 

In only eight months, we, the women 
of the LWML Florida-Georgia Dis-
trict, will convene our 36th biennial 
convention! A lot of work goes into 
the planning and staging of a district 
convention and even more important 
work is done at the convention! As 
women of the LWML we have 
pledged our willing service wherever 
and whenever God has need of us – 
district convention is most certainly a 
“wherever and whenever God has 
need of us” to come together and work 
for Him! 

This special issue of the Evangel is all 
about convention! All the information 
you need to start making your plans to 
attend is here. This includes an infor-
mation sheet and a flyer which are 
intended to be printed, posted on bul-
letin boards, and shared. More details 
will be published in the spring and 

summer issues of the Evangel  and 
posted on our website flgalwml.com. 

The Theme: “Strengthened. Helped. 
Upheld.” Isaiah 41:10 – Have no fear, 
for I am with you; be not afraid, for I 
am your God. I shall strengthen you 
and give you help and uphold you with 
my victorious right hand.  In selecting 
the theme verse, the Executive Com-
mittee looked for something that not 
only applies to today’s world, but also 
shows how God has always been pre-
sent in the work of the LWML. 

The Logo: Four right hands forming a 
cross. The large upright hand symbol-
izing God’s victorious  right hand. 

Three smaller hands extending out-
ward, symbolizing God reaching out 
to strengthen, help and uphold. 

The Speakers: 
Keynote: Rev. William Weedon, 
Director, Worship Ministry, LCMS, 
will deliver the keynote address and 
talk about the LCMS Worship Min-
istry and International Center in one 
of the “Lunch ‘n Learn” sessions. I 
first heard him speak at an LWML 
training session in St. Louis in the 
fall of 2012 and again last January 
when the LWML Board attended a 
morning devotion at the Internation-
al Center. He paints such graphic 
word pictures that I can tell you not 
only what he said last year, but also 
what he said almost six years ago. 

LWML Representative: LWML 
President Patti Ross will attend the 
Board meeting on Friday and ad-
dress the convention, giving the 
LWML report and talking about the 
2019 LWML Convention. She will 
also spend some time with our 
Young Woman Representatives. 

Mites in Action Speakers: Rev. Dr. 
Robert Roegner, past LWML Coun-
selor, and his wife, Kristi, will share 
how LWML mites have been put to 
work to help the Apple of His Eye 
Mission Society spread God’s 
Word. Rev. Roegner will lead a 
“Lunch ‘n Learn” session on pastors 
and the LWML. Mrs. Roegner, who 
has served LWML at all levels, will 
also a lead a “Lunch ‘n Learn” on 
the Apple of His Eye. 

The Work: 
Elections: At this 36th biennial con-
vention we will elect two vice presi-
dents (Communications and Mission 
Service), a treasurer, recording sec-
retary and junior pastor counselor, 
as well as a nominating committee. 

Mission Service: Hands-on servant 
events will take place on Friday af-
ternoon. There will be a fundraising 
event for Mission Grants, but it may 
not be a pledge walk. 

Mission Grants: The grants select-
ed will be funded during the 2018 – 
2020 biennium. 

Bylaws: There will 
be a few proposed 
amendments, nothing 
major. 

The Changes: I know, 
I know, we are Luther-
ans and not known for 
liking, or wanting, change, but I pray 
these changes will add to everyone’s 
convention experience. 

Meet the Candidates: The candi-
dates for office will be available for 
all interested in talking with them 
from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Friday 
afternoon. The current office holders 
will be in attendance as well. This 
should afford those who have ques-
tions for the candidates a good op-
portunity to meet and talk with 
them. 

Business Sessions: There will be no 
business session on Sunday morn-
ing. Business will be concluded Sat-
urday afternoon. Election results 
will be announced at the banquet 
Saturday evening and officers will 
be installed on Sunday morning. 

Sunday Morning Prayer Break-
fast and Sending Service: In the 
past many attendees have had to 
leave for home before the conven-
tion adjourned with the closing wor-
ship late Sunday morning, missing 
out on what many consider the part 
of the convention that ties every-
thing together, sending us home up-
lifted, inspired and excited about 
serving the Lord. The Prayer Break-
fast will begin at 7:30 a.m. and the 
convention will be officially ad-
journed before 10:00 a.m. This 
should allow everyone time to pack, 
check out and be on their way home 
by noon. 

On behalf of the Executive Commit-
tee, Board members, and Convention 
Host Committee, I ask for your pray-
ers as we continue to finalize plans 
and prepare for this big event – that all 
our plans, work and efforts will be 
God-pleasing and result in a well-
attended convention that truly “serves 
the Lord with gladness.” 

http://www.flgalwml.com/
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A Message from the VP Communications Joan Koch 

Welcome to this very special convention issue of the 
Evangel!  I am starting to get excited about the conven-
tion.  Not only will I be spending time with the won-
derful women and men on the board of directors of 
our district, but I will be seeing friends that I really 
don’t see except when coming to retreats or conven-
tions.  I love getting together with those friends whom 
I have moved away from (all my husband’s 
fault!) or those whom I have gotten 
to know from these conven-
tions and retreats.  While 
social media makes it 
much easier to know 
what is going on, it 
still doesn’t take the 
place of seeing peo-
ple in person in this 
wonderful setting. 

As we begin to make our 
plans to attend the convention, I 
would like to remind each society that our bylaws 
state that each unit within the district shall be allowed 
two (2) delegates and each delegate shall have an alter-
nate.  If you send only one delegate that means your 
society is voting only one time.  If you send your two 
delegates, then your society is receiving two votes for 
the mission grants or candidates your society agreed to 
vote on. 

In the 20 years that I have been involved with LWML, 

I have seen many societies not give a list of 
mission grants to their delegates to vote for 
or go over the candidate profiles.  So basi-
cally, the delegate is deciding what to vote 
on by herself.  The decision of whom to 
vote for is not the delegate’s responsibility.  
It is yours as a society.  Please make sure 

that when you receive the information from 
your zone president that you gath-

er your society together and 
make a list for your dele-

gates so they will 
know what and 
whom to vote for.  
You can do this 
informally over a 

cup of coffee, over 
lunch, or have a society 

meeting, whichever you 
prefer.  Either way, please make 

sure to go over each list and let your dele-
gates know who you wish them to vote for.  Send your 
delegates to the convention well informed. 

As our bylaws say that each unit shall send two dele-
gates to the convention, I pray that your society will be 
able to do just that. 

I look forward to seeing every one of you at our con-
vention in September. 

Delegates—2016 

A Message from the Young Woman Developer Darla Schulte 

I hope while reading this you are all doing well and get-
ting excited for the convention. I know I am looking 
forward to seeing many Young Woman Representa-
tives (YWR) and being able to bond 
with them. I have been busy 
being a wife, mom of three, 
and many other things at 
our church and school. 
One thing I have done as 
the Young Woman Devel-
oper is make a Facebook 
page. I encourage you to let all 
young women know about this. It is a 
way we will be able to talk even when we are not able to 
be together. I encourage all to send a YWR to conven-
tion. They will get so many wonderful things out of it. 

One of the things I am most excited about is 
being able to have lunch with the LWML 

President Patti Ross, LWML FL-GA Dis-
trict President Trish 

Aamoth, along with 
other past presi-

dents. This will be a 
memorable experience 
that will stay with you 

for a long time to come. 
During this time we will 

also learn more about each 
other and discuss different ways we 

can bring more young women into your society. I look 
forward to meeting you all at the convention. 

Young Woman Representatives 

2016 
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A Message from the VP Mission Grants Gayle Caruso 

MISSION GRANT RECIPIENT GRANT DISBURSED BALANCE 

1. Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Semi-

nary, Fort Wayne, Indiana 

 Food and Clothing Co-op to Purchase Food 

$10,000.00 $5,000.00 $5,000.00 

2. Concordia Seminary, (CSL) 

 Food Bank (St. Louis, Missouri) 
10,000.00 2,500.00 7,500.00 

3. Emergency Housing Assistance for Samaritan  

 Ministries 
5,000.00 3,750.00 1,250.00 

4. Brevard Rescue Mission – Casa Carol & Julia’s House 10,000.00 5,000.00  5,000.00 

5. NLS Cartridges for the Lutheran Library for the Blind 10,000.00 9,916.44 83.56 

6. Rebecca’s Garden of Hope 2017 Connecting  

 Congregation 
10,000.00 10,000.00 PAID 

7. Support for Completion of Medical Degree, Jacqueline 

Neyra 
9,900.00 3,000.00 6,900.00 

8. LCS Ministry Enhancements at Faith Lutheran Church 

and School 
7,000.00 7,000.00  PAID 

9. Good Shepherd Lutheran Church/School Classroom 

(Sarasota, FL) 
4,170.00 4,170.00 PAID 

10. Bigger Wheels for Good Shepherd (Titusville, FL) 10,000.00   10,000.00 

11. Bible Storybooks for Spanish-Speaking Families 8,500.00 8,500.00 PAID 

12. Community Resource Center 9,622.01 6,000.00 3,622.01 

Total: 104,192.01 64,836.44 39,355.57 

As 2018 began, I looked over the Mission Grants that 
were selected at the 2016 District Convention, thanking 
God for all that the recipients have done to spread the 
Word of God. This year, 2018, is a conven-
tion year and we will once again 
vote for new Mission Grants 
for the 2018-2020 bienni-
um. So, now is the time 
for new Mission Grants 
to be submitted. The 
deadline is March 15, 
2018.  If you know of an 
organization, school, special 
ministry, etc. that emphasizes the 
importance of extending the ministry of 
the Word and helping spread the Word of God, please 
go to the LWML FL-GA District website 
(www.flgalwml.com) and click the Grants and Scholar-

ship Tab for more information and the 
Application.   

If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact me at  

gaylecaru-
so@gmail.com. I encourage 

you all to prayerfully con-
sider submitting a grant 
proposal. Please contin-
ue to pray for our cur-

rent Mission Grant re-
cipients and those who are 

blessed by their work. 

Keep collecting and sending in your 

mites. Those mighty mites do mighty things in the 

Kingdom of God! 

Mission Grant Voting 

2016 

http://www.flgalwml.com
mailto:gaylecaruso@gmail.com
mailto:gaylecaruso@gmail.com
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A Message from the VP Spiritual Growth Louise Cox 

I love the theme scripture verse for our 2018 FL-
GA District convention:  Fear not, for I am with 
you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you 
with my righteous right hand.  (Isaiah 41:10) 
What comfort and reassurance these 
words provide in these uncertain 
and trying times! 

It is important for us to 
gather together as a body 
not only to effectively at-
tend to the business and 
mission of the LWML, 
but also to be encouraged 
and strengthened through 
our convention opening wor-
ship and communion service; 
helped through the study of 
God’s Word in our convention Bible study 
time, and upheld in personal and corporate pray-
er in the prayer room and at the Sunday morning 
prayer breakfast. 

Rev. William Weedon , LCMS Synod Executive 
Committee, will be our keynote speaker and we 

will hear from Mites in Action 
speakers as well.  It’s always a joy 
to learn how and where our mis-
sion grants have spread the Gospel 
message of His salvation.  There 

will also be time for vis-
iting with old 

friends and making new ones, 
sharing ideas and just en-

joying the company of 
your LWML sisters in 
Christ. Don’t forget...our 
LWML Resource Store 
will be onsite for you to 

peruse and shop for devo-
tionals, Bible studies and 

many “purple” items! 

Make plans now to attend the 

convention the last weekend of  September 

at the Orlando Airport Marriott. Come, be 

strengthened, helped and upheld!  You will be 

both blessed and equipped to be a blessing to oth-

ers.  See you in September!  

Convention Gathering 

2016 

A Message from the VP Mission Service  Deb Buenrostro 

Joy in serving Him.  That’s what we (LWML) are 
all about.  That’s what mission service is all 
about.  Mission service is something that can be 
done as an individual, or with any number of 
people (sometimes it’s more fun that 
way).  And that is exactly what we 
are planning on doing at the 
2018 LWML FL-GA Dis-
trict Convention – hav-
ing FUN and finding 
some JOY!  Who knew 
serving our LORD could 
bring so much joy, but 
yet if you have participat-
ed in some of our previous 
mission service projects and 
Gifts from the Heart activities, you 
know the joy!  When it is time to register 
for the convention, make sure you look on the ap-
plication and check the box for the “Servant 
Event” and find out all the details for the actual 

projects and the Gifts from the Heart 
in the Evangel.  Right now we are 
looking at a tribute project to Betty 
Duda and possibly helping with 

“Hungry Snack Packs” and 
maybe a few other 

surprises.   Lists of all the 
supplies needed for you to 

bring will be clearly 
listed in the Summer 
Evangel, but as always 
please feel free to con-
tact me with any ques-

tions or concerns.  Please 
don’t wait until the con-

vention to do a mission ser-
vice project though—today is a 

great day to have fun and find joy!  Dear 
LORD, make me your servant.  Amen.  

Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the 
LORD, not men,   Ephesians 6:7 

Mission Service Project 

2016 



Page 6 Evangel—2018 Convention Special Issue 

 

2018 LWML FL-GA DISTRICT CONVENTION 

INFORMATION SHEET 
Orlando Airport Marriott Lakeside 

Orlando, FL 
September 28-30, 2018 

“STRENGTHENED.  HELPED.  UPHELD.” 

The convention theme “Strengthened. Helped. Upheld” is based on Isaiah 41:10; Fear not, for I am with you; be not 
dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  

SPEAKERS: Keynote Speaker: Rev. William Weedon, Director, LCMS Worship;  LWML Representative: 
LWML President Patti Ross; Mites in Action Speakers: Rev. Dr. Robert Roegner, Board Chairman and Mrs.  
Kristi Roegner, Apple of His Eye Mission Society. 

REGISTRATION:  Registration forms will be available in the Summer Evangel.   

 Early registration will be $160—MUST BE postmarked on or before June 30, 2018.   

 Regular registration will be $195—MUST BE postmarked on or before August 31, 2018.   

 Late registration will be $215—MUST BE postmarked on or before September 7, 2018.   

 Pastors OR Young Woman Representatives—$95 

There will be NO online registration or payment available.   There are THREE MEALS included in the registra-
tion fee: Saturday lunch and banquet, and Sunday breakfast. 

CANCELLATION/REFUNDS: Refunds will only be given for cancellations made prior to September 7, 
2018.  There is a $25 cancellation fee.  NO REFUNDS after September 7, 2018.  Please note:  The weekend is 
a package deal; there will be no refunds for anyone who has to arrive late or leave early. 

LODGING:  The Orlando Airport Marriott Lakeside, 7499 Augusta National Drive in Orlando, FL.  Reserva-
tions must be made by September 7, 2018.  Rooms must be reserved directly with the hotel.  Room rates are $129 
per night.  Click on hotel link or call the Orlando Airport Marriott Lakeside at (407) 851-9000. 

PARKING: The parking rate will be $8 per day for self-service parking; valet parking is available for $20 per day.  

DIRECTIONS:  If you need directions, please visit the hotel’s website for directions.  

SATURDAY LUNCH and LEARN SESSIONS:  1) Rev. William Weedon: LCMS Worship Ministry;  
2) Rev. Dr. Robert Roegner: Pastors and the LWML; 3) Mrs. Kristi Roegner: Apple of His Eye Mission Society;  
4) Scarlett Holcombe: LWML FL-GA District Mission Trip Coordinator. 

http://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=Lutheran%20Women%27s%20Missionary%20League%5Emcoap%60LWMLWMA%60129.00%60USD%60false%604%609/27/18%609/30/18%609/7/18&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yesttps://#topOfPage
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mcoap-orlando-airport-marriott-lakeside/


  

 

 

 

 

 

Plan NOW to Join Us! 
Friday, September 28 – Sunday, September 30, 2018 

36th Biennial 

LWML FL-GA DISTRICT CONVENTION 
Orlando Marriott Airport Lakeside  

7499 Augusta National Drive 

Orlando, FL 

“Strengthened.  Helped.  Upheld.” Isaiah 41:10 

 Keynote Speaker—Rev. William Weedon 

 LWML Representative – LWML President Patti Ross 

 Mites in Action Speakers – Rev. Dr. Robert and Mrs. Kristi Roegner, Apple of 
His Eye Mission Society 

 Registration opens in May 

 Early Registration $160 – until June 30, 2018 

 Regular Registration $195 July 1 – August 31, 2018 

 Late Registration - $215 September 1 – 7, 2018  

 Lodging – Orlando Marriott Airport Lakeside; Room rates $129 per night plus 
taxes 

 Parking - $8 per day for self-service; $20 per day for valet service. 


