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JUST RELEASED!
All the latest details regarding the
LWML Florida-Georgia District Convention
to be held September 29—October 2, 2016
at PGA National Resort and Spa
400 Avenue of the Champions
Palm Beach Gardens, Florida
are here inside this Fall Evangel!
NOTE: If you are flying to the convention and need to be picked up at the airport, please
send your information ASAP to:
Gayle Caruso, Host Committee Chairman
gayle.caruso@gloria-dei.org
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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Florida-Georgia District LWML is to share the love of Christ with women of all ages and
diversities and to foster a recognition that the mission field exists both at home and abroad.
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THE PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE

Bunnie Koelsch

is all I can say. It is hard to believe
that it has been four years since being
elected as your president. It has been
an experience that I have really enjoyed and will never forget. I will
never forget the zone rallies that I attended and how warm and welcoming
you all were. I will never forget the convention and
retreats that we participated in together even if I have
to admit that my favorite is the one at the Sirata where
the fire alarm went off and we had to leave the banquet. I will never forget how hard all of you have
worked for the district during the past four years and
never said no to any job that I asked of you. I will
never forget working with all the wonderful officers
and leaders in the Florida-Georgia District. I thank
my God for having had the privilege of serving with
all of them. I will never forget the many new friends
and sisters that I now have and will continue to keep
in the future.
But now I want YOU to not forget to do something.
 I want you to not forget to register for the 2016
LWML Florida-Georgia Convention. It is not
too late.
 I want you to not forget to come and be a part of
the selection of new Mission Grants for the

2016-2018 biennium.
 I want you to not to forget to
come and participate in the Servant Events and Mission Walk.
 I want you to not forget to come
and hear our mission speakers
talk of their trips to Tanzania and Peru.
 I want you to not forget to come and be a part of
electing new officers and showing them your
support.
 I want you to not forget to come to the convention and be with your LWML sisters, in yes, fun
and fellowship.
Finally, I will not forget to keep all of you in my
prayers, as we start a new biennium and a new leg in
our journey with LWML. I will not forget all the support that I was given as president, and I ask that you
continue that support for the new board that you will
be electing. I will never forget this once in a lifetime
experience and the many blessings that I have received during the past four years.
Blessings to all of you and I look forward to seeing
you all at the convention. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
June 22—June 25, 2017
Montana, Rocky Mountain, Utah-Idaho, and
Wyoming Districts invite everyone to the
37th Biennial LWML Convention
in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Join these districts in praying and planning today.
Plan to be there!
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VP COMMUNICATIONS

Joan Koch

A couple of years ago there was a Two-Minute Tuesday
devotion written by our own
Betty Duda. It spoke about
making new friends and
growing closer to our Lord
through the LWML. I loved
that devotion because it reminded me that I have made
LOTS of new friends through the LWML and I always
feel that He is so much closer to me when I am around
LWML women. I guess that is why I will always remember an LWMLer in California, who always came to
rallies and said, “I LOVE the LWML, don’t you”??
She helped show me how much fun the LWML is, and
how I can grow, not only in my walk with God, but
how my gifts can be used, and also how many more
friends I can make anywhere. I love what the LWML
stands for, what it does, and how it works. I hope you
join me in that feeling. I also love that one of our pastoral counselors, dubbed us L.I.P.S. Ladies in Purple
Shirts. Of course, we have to add Crazy Ladies in Pur-

VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH

ple Shirts because we have so much fun
when we all get together.
We are now in the final weeks of preparation for our convention and I am getting excited. We are Lutheran Women in
Mission and we are getting ready! We
have planned, we have worked hard, and
now we are ready to share all of that work with you.
As we head to convention, I ask that you prayerfully
consider each candidate for office,
and each mission grant that you are
going to vote on. If you are a delegate, read the delegate packet that
has gone out to you. You will be
much more informed if you do that.
And don’t forget to pray for each
candidate and each mission grant as well. Make this a
prayer time with your societies, and with your friends.
We pray that God will bless this convention and that
His will be done. 

Karen Bowers

Standing Firm! What does God give us to enable us
to stand firm against the attacks of Satan and the evil
in our world? Ephesians 6:10-20 describes in detail
how we are very well outfitted to stand up to what
evil comes our way, in fact it is the whole armor of God. Verses 14-17 describes our wardrobe: The belt of truth, breastplate of righteousness, shoes are the readiness given by the
gospel of peace, shield of faith, helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God. We should pray at all times in
the Spirit keeping alert and persevere. When
our spirits are low and discouragement sets in, we
have these wonderful words of promise to help us to
withstand these moments, knowing that the Spirit is
always interceding for us.

As my term of office will end at our
convention, I would like to thank you for
allowing me to serve these past four
years as the VP Spiritual Growth. The
Lord has guided me and I
have grown in my faith. The
fellowship I have enjoyed as a member of
the Executive Committee, Board of Directors and as a participant with all the ladies
of the LWML FL-GA District has been a
gift and I appreciate you for giving me this
opportunity. I would encourage you to
accept an office in your unit, zone or district as we
“Serve the Lord with Gladness” together. To God Be
the Glory. 

Like us on Facebook!
LWML Florida-Georgia District
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VP MISSION GRANTS

Carol Alberts

In just a few short weeks, we will be meeting in convention and you will be selecting the mission
grants you want to fund during the 2016-2018
biennium. Here in the Evangel, you will find a
brief summary of each one that will be on the
ballot. The resolutions were included in the
Delegate Materials. Please pray for God’s guidance in your voting or that of your delegate. As
I write this, my last Evangel article as Vice President Mission Grants, I am thankful for the opportunity that was entrusted to me by God and by you.

These four years have gone by incredibly fast. Your faithfulness
in contributing your mites
has made an incredible
impact to “extend His
Kingdom,” as we say in
our pledge. If you have not done so,
either memorize our League Pledge or
read it often. It truly describes what we
are all about – Lutheran Women in Mission. 

C O U N S E LO R ’ S C O R N E R

S R. CO U NS E LO R — Rev. Tod S hou s e

As I write this article I am looking forward to our
upcoming convention. Our theme, “Standing Firm
in our Faith”, is particularly relevant as the news of
yet another senseless killing of police officers takes
place in Baton Rouge, the unrest in Minnesota, Dallas and numerous cities around the country, the terrorist attacks in Orlando and Nice, France and the
persecution of Christians around the world.
We need to Stand Firm in our Faith no matter what
is going on around us. It will not be easy, but take
heart that Jesus has already done the heavy lifting
for us by His death and resurrection, sealing the evil
ones defeat, and securing for all believers forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.
When Jesus sent the Twelve out He knew he was
sending them out into a world that would not be totally receptive to them, “Behold, I am sending you
out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as

serpents and innocent as
doves.” (Matthew 10:16) As disciples of Christ, we too, are sheep in
the midst of wolves, but we are not
alone. We have the promise that
our Lord will be with us to the end
of the age. We also have these
comforting words from our Lord,
“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he
live,” (John 11:25)
As I come to the end of my time as your Pastoral
Counselor there is indeed a bit of sadness in my
heart, but there is also much joy. It has been an honor and privilege to work with you! God has truly
blessed me and may He continue to bless you dear
ladies in purple shirts (LIPS) of the LWML Florida–
Georgia District! Peace…. 

Service of Remembrance
There will be a brief "remembrance” ceremony at the Friday evening Worship
Service at the district convention for those LWML sisters who were called away
from us during the past year. If you have a member that has passed away since
the 2015 Retreat and that you would like included in the ceremony, please fill out
the form that will be in your registration packet. There will be a basket at the
front of the room for the completed forms. 
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VP MISSION SERVICE
The Convention will be here before you know it and
it’s time to remind everyone about the wonderful
mission field that God has given us and that we have
the opportunity to take advantage of.
First, the collection of EYEGLASSES!
Please bring any and all of your old eyeglasses no longer being used to the Convention! These will be used in conjunction with our
Mission Trip scheduled to South Africa, arranged by
our Mission Trip Coordinator – Dawn Sandvig. A
collection container will be waiting for you to place
them in and a simple pair of glasses will begin to
transform someone’s life to the glory of GOD!
Second, the collection of VITAMINS
and SNACK and/or SANDWICH
BAGS! The Vitamins should be multivitamins but NOT GUMMY VITAMINS AT ALL (they melt!) and the bags should be
ZIPLOCK type! We need both children and adult
vitamins which will be compiled into the bags!
Third, will be the making of hospital
gowns for the Andranomadio Lutheran
Hospital. If you want to get started early, the pattern can be found at
www.lazygirldesigns.com. (Or you can
use any hospital gown pattern – one option is
McCalls 2215.) Feel free to make as many as you
want at home and bring them already completed if
you like! We will be in need of: portable sewing machines, scissors, thread and needles, straight pins,
tape measures, etc. – and all other sewing items you
can think of to make this project a success! If you
are not a seamstress you may contribute three yards
of 100% cotton fabric at least 42” wide for each
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Deb Buenrostro
gown, grosgrain ribbon, lightweight
fusible interfacing, Velcro strips and
1” buttons. Scarlet Holcombe, one
of our Mission Service Committee
members, will be accompanying a
medical team of 20 to Madagascar in
October and will be bringing both the
much needed vitamins and hospital gowns.
Of course (no pun intended) our Mission
Walk will be happening on the beautiful
PGA Resort and Spa Golf Course. So
bring your walking (or strolling) shoes and
enjoy the stunning views of the award winning golf
course in the late afternoon. Pledge forms are available on the website www.flgalwml.com and all donations will go to our Mission Grants.
Last, but not least, is the collection for
our Gifts from the Heart. We are supporting the First Care Women’s Clinic
(www.First-Care.org) a wonderful pro-life clinic. Actually, they have a mobile unit along with three clinics
and hope to open a fourth one soon, all in the Palm
Beach Gardens area. Please see the
“baby closet wish list” (page 15) that
any items may be selected from to bring
to the convention. Any and every item
is greatly needed and appreciated! A special room
will be waiting to collect all the outpouring of love.
“We pledge Him our willing SERVICE wherever and
whenever He has need of us.” Sure hope to see all
of you at the Convention! Please join my committee
and myself as we STAND FIRM IN OUR FAITH!

THRIVENT
CHOICE DOLLARS
Thrivent Financial Members ….did you
know you can now designate your Thrivent
Choice Dollars to our LWML District?
Look in the organization list on the Thrivent
Financial website for, Lutheran Womens
Missionary League Florida Georgia District.

NOVEMBER 5, 2016
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Nancy Hughes

Message from Mitetilda:
I AM BACK!!!!! Standing Firm in My FAITH and
LWML. I would like to thank all of you for your
encouragement, prayers and love provided to
me thru LWML. My kidnappers kept me in a
cage, a suitcase, a car trunk, and once threw
me in an oven. I kept saying my prayers asking
God to protect me and return me to my LWML
family. During the adventure I could hear Nancy telling the kidnappers how close LWML was
to the ransom dollar amount and I must not be
harmed or she would personally come after
them. My kidnappers did take very good care
of me. Between you and me, I think they were
a little afraid of Nancy. They would send her a
ransom demand and she would bounce back
with her own demands. At one point, I did not
know who the kidnapper was. I thank God
every day for LWML and all of you for the support in dollars you showered into mites to reach
our goal. My kidnappers dropped me off in a
parking lot. I do not know where I am. Maybe
you can help find me. I saw a sign that read
PGA or did it say PIG. Anyway, I headed towards this huge fancy building. Along the way
I took a dip in a lovely pond surrounded by
sand traps and greens. Some greens have
flags with numbers on them and others have
hand cleaners. I was able to get a free pedicure standing up! During the day the weather
changes to showers of hail which are the size
of golf balls. I see men running after the hail
hitting the balls with a stick. Now at night I have
to be careful of large mosquitos. Please think
about the clues I have given you and help return me to Nancy so she can send me off to my
new home in October or I might be lost forever.
Once again thank you for the four years of
LWML joy, my adventures and the showers of
money sent into mites. Nancy Hughes would
like me to thank you for your help in my rescue
and she looks forward to the future with
LWML—Standing Firm in Her Faith.

DONATIONS

On behalf of the Florida Georgia LWML District, Nancy would like to report the following
donations

Love Scholarship Fund
In Loving Memory of Jessie Johnson



Carolyn Johnson.................... Miami, FL
St. Paul .................................... Miami, FL

Mites Fund

In Loving Memory of Edward Bennett
 Nancy Hughes ............ Hollywood, FL

District Mission Trips Fund


Zion..................... South Fort Myers, FL

2019 Convention Fund




Prince of Peace .................. Orlando, FL
Nancy Hughes .............. Hollywood, FL
Space Coast Zone

LWML Sunday Fund




University ........................ Tallahassee, FL
Holy Cross ....................... Lake Mary, FL
Hope ................................ Bradenton, FL

Prayer Service Fund


Faith ..................... North Palm Beach, FL
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YOUNG WOMAN DEVELOPER
Where has the summer gone? Before long we will
be at the beautiful PGA National Resort and Spa in

MISSION TRIP COORDINATOR
Our mission trip to South Africa is right around
the corner and the team is very excited. We have
met with our MOST Ministries trip administrator
and everything seems to be in order. There are 10
of us on the team, plus our administrator, and we
all have various assignments that will enhance our
mission journey. We are anxious to help the people of South Africa "see" Jesus Christ
and help them see by distributing used
eye glasses. For most of us this is a oncein-a-lifetime trip, as well as, being a very
unique way of spreading God's Word to
His people. The Lord's hand has been
evident throughout every step of this trip
and I have faith that He will bless our
endeavors to make this a successful mission opportunity. A very sincere Thank You to the
LWML ladies from around the country who are
taking this leap of faith into the mission fields.
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Linda Peters
West Palm Beach for the district
convention. Hopefully, it will be a
little cooler so we can
enjoy our time there.
As I write this article, I
realize my time as your
Young Woman Developer is coming to an
end. I have truly enjoyed working with
the young women in our district over
the past four years, but my job is not
done yet. So far, there are 13 young
women registered for this convention. I
am looking forward to meeting each of
them and encouraging them to continue
their journey in LWML and I hope all
of you will do the same. These young
ladies are the future of LWML. 

Dawn Sandvig
The team members are:
Judy Waterman
Linda Fass
Barbara Castleberry Lorrie Kirst
Jo Waterman
Maria Krieger
Judy Meske
Martha Kretzschmar
Laura Carson
Dawn Sandvig
Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers as
we continue to plan and then carry out
our mission. Additional thanks to everyone who has so generously donated either
used eye glasses and/or monetary gifts to
this LWML Florida-Georgia District
sponsored mission trip. Your continued
support is vital to our success. We are
looking forward to sharing our experiences after we return. God's blessings to you all.
In His Service,
Dawn
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Atlanta North…..Atlanta South…..East Central Georgia…
First Coast….Gold Coast….Heartland…….
North Central Florida…...Northeast Georgia……
Orlando East…Orlando West…Priscilla....
St. Petersburg….South Palm Beach…..Sarasota....
South Palm Beach….Southwest…..Space Coast....
Suncoast.....Tallahassee....Tampa.....Treasure Coast…
Tropical...Winter Haven...

TROPICAL ZONE
Elaine Stier, President
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Tavernier, Florida celebrated Pentecost in a new way this year. We have several members of our church who are from Germany.
One of them, Hedy, was about to turn 90. In Germany,
as in other European countries, Pentecost is a holiday
and marks the beginning of spring. In Germany Pentecost is called Pfingsten. The churches are decorated
with red Geraniums and Birch branches. It is considered by many to be the birthday of the church. Trumpet
notes represent the sound of the Holy Spirit. So, we decided to celebrate Pentecost and also have a surprise
birthday party for Hedy. During the church service we
sang the traditional Pentecost songs, accompanied by
the pipe organ and trumpet. The ladies of the LWML
provided a delicious German meal. During the meal we
listened to German music and enjoyed pictures of Germany's beautiful countryside. We hope to make it an
annual celebration. 

Evangel—Fall 2016
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SPACE COAST ZONE
Phyllis Derda, President

Hope Lutheran's Mission Week—2016
Hope Lutheran, Melbourne, Florida, had its fourth annual
Mission Week July 10 – 16. Each day brought new opportunities for service, whether out in the community or in
home activities. Bright and early on Monday morning
Hope volunteers scrubbed floors at Pregnancy Resources
Inc. In the evening, a group of singers provided a
"Caroling in July" experience by singing patriotic songs
with residents at a local retirement home and at two
homes of Hope members. On Tuesday morning a beach
cleanup was conducted at a local park in Cocoa Beach
and was followed by beach fun time. Cookies were delivered to local police and fire/rescue workers.
Wednesday morning found Hope members doing a
"spring cleaning" at the thrift shop operated by Promise in
Brevard, a local group which provides special needs youth
with work opportunities. That evening found Hope members back at church to pack 14 backpacks for a local
school with students in need, 50 hygiene kits for His Place

swer) shelter, a home for men in transition. The meal was
provided through Thrivent Action Team Funds and by
Hope members. On Friday evening, Hope members and
VBS children visited Consulate Nursing Home to present
skits and songs from VBS for the residents. Lap blankets

made at home by Hope families were delivered at this
time along with the care kits.

Ministries for distribution to local homeless, and 15 care
kits for Consulate Nursing Home residents in need. Members had purchased items for the backpacks and the kits
supplemented by Thrivent Action Team Funds. An "All
American" picnic style potluck followed with games and
contests afterwards.
Hope members served the Thursday evening meal to
about 50 men who reside at the CITA (Christ Is the An-

The final Mission Week activity was on Saturday when
Hope members volunteered at a Habitat for Humanity
worksite in Cocoa. Also, all during the week "Bakers'
Blessings" cookies from Hope members--29 dozen in all-were taken along to the agencies that were served. Mission Week is certainly a highlight for Hope Lutheran's
community outreach and service, but Hope members
have made it a priority to serve their Savior in various
community ministries throughout the rest of the year as
well. And...they are already thinking about Mission Week
for next year! 

Page 10

Evangel—Fall 2016

LWML FL-GA District

FALL 2016 RALLY DATES

DISTRICT PRESIDENT

Bunnie Koelsch
VP COMMUNICATIONS

Joan Koch
VP MISSION GRANTS

Carol Alberts
VP MISSION SERVICE

Deb Buenrostro
VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Karen Bowers
RECORDING SECRETARY

Dorothee Jones
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Nancy Hughes
TREASURER

Debi Coran
PASTORAL COUNSELOR

Rev. Tod Shouse
PASTORAL COUNSELOR

Rev. Michael Zwemke

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
ARCHIVIST

Mary Karrick
EVANGEL EDITOR

Lois Rhodes
MEETING MANAGER

Jean E. Roehrs
MEMBERSHIP RESOURCES

Phyllis Derda
NOMINATING

Marilyn H. Treanor
SCHOLARSHIPS

Sharlene Miers
STRUCTURE

Laura O’Connell
WEBSITE EDITOR

Lois Ford
YOUNG WOMAN DEVELOPER

Linda Peters

ATLANTA NORTH
Timothy Lutheran Church
Woodstock, GA
November 5, 2016

SOUTH PALM BEACH
Our Savior Lutheran Church
Lake Worth, FL
October 15, 2016

EAST CENTRAL GEORGIA
Hope Lutheran
Milledgeville, GA
October 15, 2016

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
Zion Lutheran Church
Ft. Myers, FL
October 29, 2016

FIRST COAST
TBD

SPACE COAST
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
South Daytona, FL
October 22, 2016

GOLD COAST
Good Shepherd,
Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Date: TBA
HEARTLAND
Peace Lutheran Church
Okeechobee, FL
November 12, 2016
NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA
St. John Lutheran
Ocala, FL
October 22, 2016
NORTHEAST GEORGIA
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Gainesville, GA
October 15, 2016
ORLANDO EAST
Faith Lutheran Church & School
Eustis, FL
November 12, 2016
ORLANDO WEST
Faith Lutheran Church & School
Eustis, FL
November 12, 2016
PRISCILA
TBD
SARASOTA
Faith Lutheran Church
Ponta Gorda, FL
November 19, 2016

ST. PETERSBURG
Grace Lutheran Church
St. Petersburg, FL
November 5, 2016
SUNCOAST
Trinity Lutheran Church
Newport Richey, FL
October 29, 2016
TALLAHASSEE
TBD
TAMPA
TBD
TREASURE COAST
Faith Lutheran
North Palm Beach, FL
November 12, 2016
TROPICAL
TBD
WINTER HAVEN
Our Savior Lutheran
Zephyrhills, FL
January 28, 2017

Evangel—Fall 2016

Page 11

Luncheon Speaker | Jan Wendorf
A dearly loved and forgiven daughter of the King of
the Universe, Jan served as
the 16th president (20072011) of the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary
League (LWML), the
women’s auxiliary of the
Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod. As president, she was responsible
for the overall leadership
of the organization including setting the vision, strategic planning, leadership development, and over
sight of the charitable grants. She has traveled extensively as a speaker for LWML, having served on
all levels of the organization.
Elected to the Board of Directors of International
Lutheran Laymen’s League/Lutheran Hour Ministries in spring 2012, she serves that organization as
secretary of the Board. She was appointed to serve
on a task force for the LCMS on Domestic Violence
and Child Abuse.
In November 2012 she was a member of a shortterm mission team in Guatemala with MOST
(Mission Opportunities Short Term) Ministries.

May 2013, as a leader in the LWML, she traveled to
Tanzania at the invitation of Lutheran World Relief
(LWR). While there she had the opportunity to worship at a local congregation that is participating in
Lutheran Malaria Initiative and discuss with leaders
there the progress of that initiative. While there, she
also participated in the distribution of quilts and kits
as part of LWR.
July 2013 at the LCMS convention she was elected
to the Board of Regents of Concordia University
Wisconsin and serves as secretary of that board.
Janice is a graduate of Concordia University Chicago with a teaching degree. She worked as a teacher
and coach in Lutheran High Schools in St. Louis,
Missouri, and Fort Wayne, Indiana. She has been
active in her local congregations, as administrator
and women’s Bible study leader in Ohio for over 20
years, and is currently a member of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Grafton, Wisconsin.
Married to the Rev. Kenton G. Wendorf, they are
the parents of three grown children who are all married. They have been blessed with eight grandchildren ages 7 and under: three in Ohio, two in Texas,
two in Wisconsin and one in heaven. Grandchild #9
is due to arrive in Texas September 12, 2016. 

Luncheon Speaker | Pastor Jeske
Pastor Mark Jeske brings the
good news of Jesus Christ to
viewers of Time of Grace in weekly 30-minute programs broadcast
across American and around the
world on local television, cable,
and satellite, as well as on-

demand streaming via the Internet. He is the senior
pastor at St. Marcus Lutheran Church, a thriving multicultural congregation in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Mark is the author of several books and dozens of
devotional booklets on various topics. He and his
wife, Carol, have four adult children. 
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Luncheon Speaker | Pastor Eisold
Mark Theodore Eisold was
born in Coral Gables, Florida
in 1969, the oldest of three
children to the Rev. Theodore
Eisold and Elsie Eisold. In
1987 Mark moved to Gainesville to study journalism at
the University of Florida.
Mark lived, worked, and
studied in Gainesville for the next twelve years.
While working for Alltel Mobile of Florida in
1996, Mark met Sandi Nerger at a church Bible
Study for single professionals. As they prepared to
get married, Mark stopped fighting God’s call to
become a Pastor, and contacted the Seminary in St.
Louis about future studies. After their wedding in
July of 1997 Mark returned to school at St. Leo
College in 1998 and completed a degree in business in April 1999. The following month, Mark
and Sandi moved to St. Louis for full-time studies

in the four-year Masters of Divinity program. During their four years of Seminary studies and vicarage they were blessed with two children, Annalise
Christina and Erik Conrad. In April of 2010 Mark
received and accepted a Call from the LCMS
Office of International Missions to be the first
LCMS Pastor to Perú. The mission included planting churches and mercy centers, equipping and integrating Peruvians into leadership positions and
working together with our sister churches in Latin
America – all while raising funds, learning Spanish
in Perú, gathering a team of other missionaries, and
establishing the groundwork for a new national
church body. After five years of life and work in
Lima, the Lord called once again for a great, new
opportunity to bring His message of free forgiveness and new life to many in Naples, Florida.
Along with his family, Mark loves outdoor activities – especially swimming, bicycling, fishing,
kayaking/canoeing, and target shooting. 

Luncheon Speaker | Linda Gage
We are pleased to have Linda Gage,
LWML’s National Gift Planning
Counselor leading an interest session on Gifts of Love – Returning
God’s Blessings. Linda helps individuals and couples plan and direct
their passion for giving to family
and all ministries of the church, like LWML. Come
and hear how planning for yourself, your family, and
growing God’s kingdom can be done to meet your
specific goals. You will discover how you can share
your faith, minimize taxes, bless your family, and
make a lasting impact on ministry through your estate documents like a will or trust. These services are
provided free through LWML. Linda is employed by
the LCMS Foundation and serves the LWML
through a ministry partnership. She is a certified
Christian Development Executive, and has served in
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod for 30 years.
Linda resides in Silver Creek, New York (one hour

south of Buffalo) with her husband, Don, on their 75
acre fruit farm. They have been married for 38 years
and are blessed with two sons, a daughter-in-law, two
beautiful granddaughters and a precious grandson.
Don and Linda are members of Trinity Lutheran
Church in Silver Creek, New York. Linda travels
across the country meeting with LWML families and
providing workshops to LWML groups on charitable
planning. Consider inviting Linda to be a speaker at
your next event. You will learn a lot and have the
confidence in knowing that you are working with an
experienced LCMS professional who serves our
LWML. She can be reached at
lindagage.lwml@gmail.com or 800-741-4138.
Gifts of Love is an official
ministry of the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League
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Song Leader | Rebecca Schaeffer
Becca Schaffer is the Music Director at St. John Lutheran
Church & School in Ocala, Florida. She teaches Music for Preschool through High School, including Choirs, Handbells, and
Praise Teams, as well as leading
music for worship services. Her
degrees in Elementary Education

and Vocal Performance were earned from Concordia University in St. Paul, Minnesota and her
Master of Arts in Music Education was through
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota.
In addition to her involvement in the ministry at
St. John, Becca enjoys playing violin for Ocala’s
Civic Theater and other local concerts. It is a joy
to share in worship with the voices of LWML. 

ENTERTAINMENT | Chobee Steelers
The Chobee Steelers Steel Drum Band is an
alternative to violence program for young
people ages 12-17. The objective of the
program is to provide an outlet where young
people can learn how to play the steel drums
and take an active part in helping to prevent
violence of any form, by promoting healthy
relationships, team building, leadership, selfesteem and positive thinking. 

SHARE THIS and no women will be left behind on what is
happening in the LWML Florida-Georgia District! Encourage
them to go to www.flgalwml.com to get all the latest news
about our district. They can read the Evangel on line or better
yet, they can even subscribe to the Evangel on the website. It’s
really easy! Just follow these three easy steps.
1. Go to www.flgalwml.com website.
2. Type name and email address in upper right-hand
corner box.
3. Click “Join List”.
That’s all that needs to be done!
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2016 - 2018 Mission Grant Proposals
40 Word Summaries for Delegates
1. Brevard Rescue Mission – Casa Carol & Julia’s House: Provide for the basic needs of women and children
who reside at Brevard Rescue Mission’s residences, Casa Carol and Julia’s House, where they grow in a Christcentered environment to become strong, self-sufficient, productive members of the community.

10,000

2. Bible Storybooks for Spanish-Speaking Families: Introduce children to the Savior’s love by voting $8,500 to
help the Lutheran Heritage Foundation translate and publish 9,000 Spanish copies of A Child’s Garden of Bible
Stories for Spanish-speaking missions and churches in FL-GA and around the world.

8,500

3. Computers for LIBTRALO: The mission of LBT and LIBTRALO is to make God’s Word accessible to those
who do not have it in the language of their hearts. This project supplies critical computers and technology to
make this possible in Liberia; West Africa.

7,500

4. Support for Completion of Medical Degree: Jacqueline Neyra from Santa Patricia is attending medical
school, her dream since 2nd grade. Her benefactor died unexpectedly recently without making provisions to fund
the final two years of tuition. She will return to serve her community after graduating.

9,900

5. Emergency Housing Assistance for Samaritan Ministries: Therefore, be it resolved that the LWML FloridaGeorgia District in Convention vote the sum of $5,000 for emergency housing assistance for Samaritan
Ministries to help women that come to them in crisis, needing a temporary safe place to stay.

5,000

6. Lutheran Social Services of North Florida’s CRTA Program: The Computer Refurbishing and Technical
Assistance program of Lutheran Social Services of North Florida provides Microsoft Registered refurbished
computers to disadvantaged individuals, families, students, and veterans, helping them to have access to services
and education in our electronic, technological society.

6,000

7. Bigger Wheels for Good Shepherd (Titusville, FL): Bigger Wheels for Good Shepherd Lutheran Church–We
would use the $10,000 Grant to expand our Van Ministry, for transporting children to and from our Early
Learning Center, our Sunday School, and our Rebecca’s Garden of Hope Tutoring Ministry.

10,000

8. Good Shepherd Lutheran Church/School Classroom (Sarasota, FL):Good Shepherd Lutheran Church’s
Preschool offers classes for children 6 weeks through prekindergarten. The addition of another classroom
would enable us to expand our outreach to the community. The majority of parents who enroll children are
either “unchurched” or “dechurched.”
9. NLS Cartridges for the Lutheran Library for the Blind: Lutheran Braille Workers’ mission is to provide the
message of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ to visually impaired persons. Providing NLS digital cartridges
Free of charge is an effective way to reach them with the Word of God.
10. LCS Ministry Enhancements at Faith Lutheran Church and School: Many students at Faith struggle with
difficult family and personal situations. They depend on the Faith church/school family for support, as a large
number lack a church home. This grant will enable families to receive professional assistance through LCS.

4,170

10,000

7,000

11. Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Seminary Food Co-op to Purchase Food: The Food Co-op
is available to all enrolled students. Food and grocery items are provided at no cost to the students. They
volunteer service time for shopping privileges. The Co-op can meet 75% to 85% of the students’ needs.

10,000

12. Concordia Seminary, St. Louis Food Bank: Concordia Seminary, St. Louis respectfully seeks a $10,000 grant
to support our Food Bank, which provides free food to seminarians and their families. The Food Bank gives
essential budget relief to seminarians, the large majority of whom have limited means.

10,000

13. School Leadership Development Programs Participant Aid / FL-GA Attendees: LCMS would use grant
funds to off-set costs for FL-GA District participants to attend School Leadership Development Program at a
Concordia University which identifies, trains and equips new administrators to fill the projected 40% vacancy
created by retirees by 2018.

5,000

14. BSLC Bread for the Journey: Beautiful Savior with an opportunity to witness and serve, your generous
support will help us launch a vision of becoming an equipping church, in order to create a Lutheran ministry
presence effective enough to connect thousands of people to Jesus.

10,000

15. Rebecca’s Garden of Hope 2017 Connecting Congregations: Rebecca’s Garden of Hope (RGOH) requests
$10,000 to reach thousands more unchurched children each week with the love of Jesus. Our goal is to multiply
the number of youth outreach programs in the FL-GA District and across the LCMS.

10,000

16. Community Resource Center: Salem Haitian Evangelical Lutheran Church’s Community Resource Center
offers services that help meet the basic needs of disadvantaged individuals. Grant funds will support linkage to
healthcare for those with limited access, translation services, Food/Clothing Pantry, and academic assistance for

10,000
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GIFTS FROM THE HEART
First Care Women’s Clinic Baby Closet - Wish List
Onesies (Newborn through 12 months)

Hooded Towels

Infant gowns

Diaper rash ointment

Socks and booties

Diaper Bags

Diapers, diapers, diapers!!

Clothing through 24 months

(Sizes newborn, 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5)

Waterproof changing pads

Wipes to go with the diapers!

Receiving blankets

Formula

Crib sheets

Bibs

Baby Wash

Sleepers

Lotion

Bottles

Powder

Pacifiers

Shampoo

Nail Care Sets

Infant toys and books

Page 16

Evangel—Fall 2016

Evangel—Fall 2016

Page 17

NOMINATION CANDIDATES
PRESIDENT

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

VICE PRESIDENT
SPIRITUAL GROWTH

LORI DORMAN
Jacksonville, FL
First Coast Zone
TRISH AAMOTH
Athens, GA
North East Georgia Zone
PEG HENDERSON
Orlando, FL
Orlando East Zone

NANCY HUGHES
Hollywood, FL
Gold Coast Zone

FINANCIAL
SECRETARY

ANNIE MANN
Palmetto Bay, FL
Tropical Zone

ELAINE J STIER
Tavernier, FL
Tropical Zone

LOUISE COX
Dallas, GA
Atlanta North Zone

DIANA L PILSBURY
Lake Wales, FL
Winter Haven Zone

VICE PRESIDENT
MISSION GRANTS

VIVIAN STILLEY
Warner Robins, GA
East Central GA Zone
RUTH BOLLES
Barefoot Bay, FL
Space Coast Zone

JUANITA BAGNALL
Gainesville, FL
North Central Florida Zone

PASTORAL COUNSELOR
REV. ALAN R. KOCH
Palm Bay, FL
Space Coast Zone
LINDA PETERS
St. Petersburg, FL
St. Petersburg Zone

GAYLE CARUSO
Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Gold Coast Zone
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2016 Convention Highlights
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
12:00 pm
Registration and Exhibits open
1:00 pm - 3:30 pm
Servant Events
1:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Gifts From the Heart Collection
4:00 pm
Choir practice
6:45 pm
Pre-service music
7:00 pm
CONVENTION SESSION 1
Opening Worship Service
Offering #1 – LWML FL-GA District 2016-2018 Mission Grants
Following service
“Meet the Candidates” for office
“Time of Grace” Cocktail Party
SATURDAY, October 1
7:00 am – 8:15 am
Exhibits open
8:30 am – 12:00 pm
CONVENTION SESSION 2
Banner Procession – Zone Presidents
Greetings Florida- Georgia District - Pres. Gregory Walton
Speaker – Dan Reichard, LCEF
Bible Study – Counselor Michael Zwemke
Speaker – Linda Gage, LWML Gifts of Love
Keynote Speaker – Jan Wendorf
Nominations and Balloting for Officers
Presentation LWML Florida-Georgia District Mission Trip
Noon – 1:30pm

LUNCH & LEARN SESSIONS
1. Jan Wendorf – Mission Trip to Tanzania
2. Pastor Eisold – Mission Trip to Peru
3. Linda Gage – LWML Gifts of Love
4. Pastor Jeske – Time of Grace

1:45 pm – 3:30 pm

CONVENTION SESSION 3
LWML Representative – Marilyn Schroeder
Offering #2 – LWML FL-GA District Love Scholarship
Speaker - Rev. Doug Kallesen - Missions Outreach, Florida- Georgia District
Mission Grant Proposals and Voting for Grants
Zone Changes and Bylaw Revisions

4:00 pm

Mission Walk

7:00 pm - 9:30 pm

CONVENTION SESSION 4
Banquet
Entertainment by Chobee Steelers

SUNDAY, October 2
8:30am – 11:30am

CONVENTION SESSION 5
Devotion by YWRs
Dedication of Gifts from the Heart
Communion Worship Service
Offering #3 – LWML FL-GA District Mites
Installation of Officers and Rededication of all members
Invitation to 2017 LWML FL-GA Retreat
Invitation to 2017 LWML Convention, Albuquerque, NM
ADJOURNMENT
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MISSION PLEDGE WALK
REGISTRATION/MEDICAL FORM
Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________ Email: __________________________________________
Medical Information: ____________________________________________________________
(Allergies/Medications)

______________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact: _____________________________________________________________
Relationship: _____________________________

Phone Number: ______________________

WAIVER AND RELEASE
I will not enter the walk unless I am medically able. I agree to abide by all directives of the walk director
relative to my ability to safely complete the walk. I assume all the risks associated with walking in this
event including, but not limited to; falls, contact with other participants, the effects of the weather,
conditions of the walking surface, all such risks being known and understood by me.
Upon acceptance of my entry, I release the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League FL-GA District, the PGA
National Resort and Spa, their representatives and successors, from all claims or liabilities of any kind
arising out of my participation in this event.
I grant permission to the LWML FL-GA District to use any photographs, motion pictures, recordings or any
other record of this activity for any legitimate purpose. In consideration of the safety of all participants, I
agree that baby joggers, baby strollers, headphones, animals on leashes, skateboards, skates and
rollerblades are all prohibited.
I acknowledge and agree that LWML is a service agency of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and cannot
and does not accept any responsibility for my safety and well-being related to my participation in the walk.
Furthermore, I consent to such medical treatment as LWML (or any of its authorized representatives)
deems necessary or appropriate in the event of my illness, accident or other medical emergency, and I
accept full financial responsibility for any fees or expenses relating to such treatment.
SIGNATURE: ___________________________________________________________________
(Participant, Parent or Guardian or child under 14)

Printed Name: _________________________________________________________________
Date: ________________________
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PGA NATIONAL RESORT AND SPA
MISSION PLEDGE WALK
PLEDGE SHEET
2016 LWML FL-GA District Convention
Saturday, October 1, 2016
“

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I
may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the
gospel,” Phil: 1:27

DUPLICATE FORM AS NEEDED
Name (Complete)

Address (Complete)

Telephone
Number

Amount
Pledged

Donation
Received

TOTAL AMOUNT________________
All donations support the LWML FL-GA District Mission Grant Program for the 2016-2018 biennium. Checks
are made payable to LWML FL-GA District and write WALK on the memo line. Thank you for your
participation.
Name of Walker ________________________________________ Zone __________________
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CONVENTION OFFERING RECIPIENTS
Offering #1: Friday, Opening Celebration Service
District Mission Grants
This offering kicks off the 2016-2018 District Mission Grants.
Offering #2: Saturday Afternoon Business Session
District Love Gift/Scholarships

Offering #3—Sunday Worship Services
District Mites

**Note: For all offerings
please make checks payable to LWML FL-GA District.

GIFTS FROM THE
HEART
First Care Women’s Clinic will be the recipient of our Gifts From The
Heart. First Care is a Christ-centered organization providing education,
counseling, and women’s medical services to empower individuals to
make life-affirming decisions leading to hope, health and healing.
First Care exists to intervene in a woman's search for an abortion to provide her with the
help, support, and truth she needs to choose life for her unborn baby and know the love of
Christ. First Care has three pro-life clinics and a mobile unit that they operate.
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MAP TO PGA NATIONAL RESORT & SPA

400 Avenue of the Champions
Palm Beach Gardens, Florida
Directions to the PGA National – PGA Boulevard is the exit from both the Florida Turnpike and I-95.
After turning onto Avenue of the Champions, just follow the signs to go to the resort.

