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MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the LWML FL-GA District is to share the love of Christ with women of all ages and diversities 
and to foster a recognition that the mission field exists both at home and abroad. 

  

  HERE’S WHAT WE KNOW:    

COVID-19 

Special Edition 

1. 2020 President’s Equip Conference/LWML District Convention: At this time, we 

are moving forward, but we have been unable to finalize all the details; consequently, 

registration has been moved back. Hopefully, we will know more by early May. Please know 

that we are making back-up plans for conducting LWML business should the event need to 

be postponed. Again, a special Evangel will be published. 

2. To date, all LWML district conventions scheduled for April and May have either been 

postponed or canceled. New and different methods for voting and selecting mission grants 

are being worked out; some will vote electronically, while others plan to mail out ballots. 

LWML President Debbie Larson has called 

special meetings with the district presidents 

regarding how to handle all the various and 

sundry details and legalities involved. 

3. LWML and Donna Snow will be 

offering a Bible study via Facebook on 

Tuesday evenings beginning April 28, called 

Overflowing Abundance. The sessions will be 

20-25 minutes; the LWML President Debbie 

Larson and Pastoral Counselors will be live in 

the comments during the sessions. The study 

guide is available on www.lwml.org 
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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  Trish Aamoth 

UNPRECEDENTED! 

HISTORIC! 

PANDEMIC! 

QUARANTINED! 

ISOLATED! 

SOCIAL DISTANCING! 

SHELTER IN PLACE! 
 

Such jolting and life-changing words! In 
January as I attended the LWML President’s 
Assembly – an historic event in its own right- 
and a Steering Committee meeting for the 2020 
President’s Equip Conference, a time such as 
this was most certainly unthought of! How 
quickly and dramatically has this new “normal” 
come about.  

Instead of the scheduled summer issue of the 
Evangel, the Executive Committee decided we 
would publish a “special issue” now, then a 
“convention issue” as soon as plans can be 
finalized for the 2020 President’s Equip 
Conference, hopefully the end of May or first of 
June. 

The Church has most certainly been 
DEPLOYED! Not closed; not shuttered; not 
banned; not exiled. Our mission goes on.  

Most certainly our LWML mission goes on. Our 
Mission Grant recipients still need the funds we 
have pledged; Mites are still needed to meet our 
biennial goals and expenses. Many of us have 
been financially affected by this pandemic; 
LWML groups are not meeting and mites are 
not being sent in, so giving is down. The fiscal 
end of the 2018-2020 Biennium is just two 
months away and we are $19,000 from making 
the goal of $180,000. 

I would ask those of you adversely affected by 
this COVID-19 pandemic and not able to give at 
this time – please, increase your prayers for our 
district and national mission grants. You can 
find listings and information on these grant 
recipients on www.flga.lwml.com and 
www.lwml.org. 

For those whose finances have not been 
affected, please consider increasing your 

donations. Last week, I sat down 
and figured out just how much I 
would normally have spent since 
Monday, March 17 – the beginning 
of our sheltering at home orders. 
Adding up the missed appointments (i.e. 
haircuts, routine acupuncture and chiropractic 
treatments) and social activities (dining out, 
movies, coffee with the girls), I realized how 
blessed I am to be retired and receiving my 
annuity checks right on schedule, so I got out 
my checkbook and wrote a check to LWML FL-
GA District for those blessings, after all, it’s 
money I would have spent had I not had to stay 
home. How many of you can do the same? 

Individuals may submit mites at any time; you 
do not have to go through your group or church. 
A check may be sent with a completed 
remittance form (attached at the end of this 
issue), OR donations may be made via 
www.flga.lwml.com. Information on how to 
donate on-line is included in this issue. 

 

http://www.flga.lwml.com
http://www.lwml.org
http://www.flga.lwml.com
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DISTRICT PRESIDENT TRISH AAMOTH, continued 
I asked some of the Executive Committee to share what they are doing to stay active at home 
and make it through this time of distancing. So here’s what I’ve been doing:  

 sewing quilt tops and Easter pillowcases 

 walking my dog most days at our local park – six feet of distance, of course 

 baking special recipes like lefse and granola, plus attempting to work on my housekeeping routines, 
not too successfully 

 participating in some live broadcasts CPH is hosting with Deb Burma has been uplifting and inspiring   

 using some wonderful resources from LCMS – The Lutheran Book of Prayer, The Lutheran Service 
Book and Portals of Prayer,  has been rewarding 

 shopping every 14 days during the Publix “senior hour” 

 on Fridays I support local establishments by ordering dinner, disinfecting every time I get in my car. 

 I have found great joy in my congregation’s worship via Zoom. It is very interactive, with recorded 
music for singing hymns “together” as well as the liturgy. After the worship, we are divided into small 
groups for visiting and fellowship, probably getting to know others better than we would normally! 

  I found great joy in chalking my driveway on Palm Sunday and Easter! 

 Friends and I often have Saturday morning coffee, now we are Zooming! 

 

I would love to have you share how and what you 
are doing during this spring of pandemic on our 
Facebook page, LWML Florida-Georgia District! 

 

Baking lefse, a Norwegian potato flour flat bread 

Palm Sunday and Easter chalk art 
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VICE PRESIDENT COMMUNICATIONS Pat Powell 

 Working Remotely? 
Yes, You Can! 
 

Daily life for me has not changed a lot, except I 
don’t get to church on Sunday or go to choir 
practice on Thursday nights. When my husband 
and I moved to Florida three years ago, he was 
already retired and I convinced my employer to 
let me work remotely. Since then, I have worked 
remotely from the VA hospital when he was sick, 
and from a living room in Mississippi when we 
evacuated for Hurricane Irma. Working 
remotely from my house is much easier! 

If you are working remotely, you may find that 
that you get a lot more done because there are 
fewer distractions. Or you may have family 
members who don’t quite understand how this 
works, and there are more distractions. It’s a 
learning process all around. Here’s what works 
for me: 

1. Stick to your routine. Get up in the morning at 
the same time you usually do, just as if you were 
leaving for work.  

2. Shower and get dressed every day. It’s hard to 
feel productive and professional with bed head 
and in your pajamas.  

3. Find a quiet spot where you can 
work and keep your “work stuff.” 
Make sure it’s comfortable and 
ergonomic. Assemble your office 
tools so you don’t waste time every 
day looking for a stapler. This spot is 
probably not going to be the kitchen 
table or the couch.  

Most importantly:  

4. Minimize distractions. If you can work with 
music playing, great. But frankly, you won’t do 
your best work with the television on.  

5. Screen personal calls. Some people don’t 
understand working at home and they think you 
have all day to chat.  

6. Take your breaks. I get engrossed in work and 
forget, so I set an alarm on my phone to remind 
me to take a lunch break. If you don’t, after a 
while your brain shuts down.  

7. Draw the line. Either work, or take time off. 
You have to separate work time from personal 
time so the work doesn’t take over your life, and 
the personal stuff doesn’t distract you too much. 

8. Don’t forget to include some time in your day 

for prayer! So many people need our prayers 

now, and in spite of everything, there are still so 

many reasons to thank God.   

President Walton has received a request from 
Atlantic District President Derek Lecakes, in 
New York City, asking if there are groups in our 
district making masks who would have some to 
share and send to their district which has been 
so hard hit. 

He also mentioned that it might be a great 
project for our district, as masks might even be 
necessary for our President's Equip Conference. 

President Lecakes said they are using the 
pattern recommended by the CDC—the 
information is here: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-
sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html 

 

Ship finished masks to: 

President Derek Lecakes 
40-30 219th Street 
Bayside, NY 11361 
 

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR ZONE PRESIDENT 
(who will pass that info on to our District 
President) WHEN YOU SHIP MASKS SO THAT 
WE CAN KEEP A TALLY OF HOW MANY ARE 
SENT. 

If you find supplies are sparse, the JoAnn 
Fabrics website  (www.joann.com) says they 
have a special page for supplies that can be 
shipped or picked up curbside. 

HAVE YOU BEEN SEWING/MAKING FACE MASKS? 

 Interested in making some to donate? 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
http://www.joann.com
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY Linda Peters 

We are in a historic time.  As social distancing and stay-at-home directives have 
impacted our daily lives, the work of the Lord goes on.  As of April 18, 2020, we have 
collected $161,633.80 in mites.  We are $17,811.58 short of our mite goal.  Our 
biennium ends June 30, so we have two months to meet that goal. 
 
I know that our societies are not meeting because of stay-at-home orders, so we need 
to figure out other ways to give to mites.  I have GREAT NEWS!!!  You can now give your mite 
offering on our web site - flgalwml.com.  Click on the donate tab and you will be able to put in 
the amount you wish to donate, your credit card, debit card, or bank account information, and 
then in the notes make sure you put the name of your church and city and state.  This will allow 
me to give your society credit.  There is a small service fee involved but it is minimal.  You can 
cover the fee in your donation if you wish. This is for mites only.  All other donations should 
be mailed to me using the remittance slip, which can be found under the “Zones” tab on the 
website. You can also post this information in your church newsletter. Remember, when you give, 
you don’t just make a donation, you make a difference. 
 
I just want to report that my husband and I are taking the stay-at-home order seriously and both 
doing great. Since we are both retired, we are used to being 
home all day.  We only go out when necessary. We have been 
attending church online but really miss seeing our church 
friends in person.  We also missed having Easter dinner with 
family and we miss our weekly get together with friends.  When 
we get bored, we get in the car and take our dog, Millie, for a 
ride. We are looking forward to the day when some of the 
directives are lifted but until that time I pray that everyone stay 
safe and stay well. 
 
DONATION REPORT 
 
On behalf of the LWML FL-GA District, I would like to report the following donations. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
    St Paul Lutheran Church, Miami FL 
    In loving memory of Sharlene and Jim Miers 
         - Steve Wilson 
 
MITES 
    In honor of Tony Stanley’s birthday 
        - Faith Lutheran, North Palm Beach FL 
    In honor of Pastor Don and Elaine Stier’s 50th Wedding Anniversary 
        - Concordia Lutheran, Miami FL 
 
MISSION GRANTS 
    In memory of Marlys Taegue Moberg 
        - Margie Smith 

http://flgalwml.com
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VICE PRESIDENT MISSION GRANTS Gayle Caruso 

Christ has Risen! He has Risen Indeed! 
Alleluia! It is with thankfulness that I have 
been able to speak with some of our mission 
grant recipients and they are all doing well and 
thanking God for the Florida-Georgia LWML 
for the funding of the mission grants. I ask that 
you continue to pray for all our mission grants, 
national and district, and for our Scholarship 
recipients and to continue to send in your 
mites. We all are staying at home, social 
distancing, worshipping on live-stream, 
meeting on Zoom and unable to be together 
with our sisters in Christ. Our Wednesday 

morning Bible Study has continued 
to lift each other with prayer 
requests that are complied and sent 
out via email. I encourage you to 
continue to pray for each other and 
keep in touch with each other.  

MISSION GRANT RECIPIENT GRANT DISBURSED 
BALANCE 

As of 2/15/19 

 1. Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN 

  Food and Clothing Co-op to Purchase Food  
$10,000.00 0 $10,000.00 

 2. Comfort Dogs Ministry Outreach – Faith, 
Marietta, GA  

10,000.00 10,000.00 Complete 

 3. New Beginnings for Children with Learning 
Needs 

10,000.00 1,000.00 9,000.00 

 4. Redeeming Life Outreach Ministries Transitional 
Living Program 

10,000.00 5,000.00  5,000.00 

 5. Lutherans for Life Post-Abortion Hotline 
Expansion 

7,000.00 7,000.00 Complete 

 6. Preparing Christian Youth for Faithfulness to 
Christ in a Multi-Cultural World 

8,000.00 0 8,000.00 

 7. Trinity HOPE  10,000.00 10,000.00 Complete 

 8. Feed the Children – Sillapata, Peru 10,000.00 10,000.00  Complete 

 9. Infinite Blessings Scholarship Fund 10,000.00 10,000.00 Complete 

 10. The Hearts Together Project 10,000.00 5,020.00 4,980.00 

 11. Community Food Pantry, Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer, Sanford, FL 

4,200.00 4,200.00 Complete 

 12. New Missionaries to America 4,778.01 4,778.01 Complete 

Total: $103,978.01 $66,998.01 $36,980.00 

 

DEADLINE for the 

FALL EVANGEL: 

AUGUST 5, 2020 

Send articles & photos to: 

evangel.flga@gmail.com 
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VICE PRESIDENT MISSION SERVICE  Deaconess Liz Borth 

Staying at home is bringing us face-to-face 
with what we truly value and what is most 
meaningful in our lives.  These past weeks, I 
have learned of interesting ways people are 
encouraging and helping each other while 
keeping social distancing.  A mom with three 
young children recorded and shared their 
singing of Lutheran hymns on Easter Sunday.  
Many skilled servants share knitting, 
crocheting, and sewing skills making face 
coverings for friends, relatives, and neighbors.   

Friends held a virtual baby shower and shipped 
the gifts to a delighted couple expecting their 
first child.  A mother of newborn twins shared 
that her neighbors delivered dinner to her 
family, but they also shopped for the 
impossible-to-find baby wipes and diapers.  
Two Grandmas connected via internet with 
their grandchildren to make cookies, play 
games and read bedtime stories.  Instead of 
chainsaws for trees and shovels for mucking, 
Lutheran Emergency Response Team (LERT) 

volunteers are serving 
communities with meal drop off 
and grocery deliveries.  

Bringing hope and 
encouragement to people with 
notes in baggies hung on the front door and 
phone calls for prayers and “just checking on 
you” is a service appreciated by almost 
everyone.  Since you should get out and 
exercise, take a prayer walk; pray for each 
household you pass by, for each business 
closed, for every child that should be in the 
empty school.   

Just as the early church members met in 
homes sharing food and the encouraging words 
of Jesus, find a neighbor with whom you can 
spend time sharing a cup of tea and a Bible 
study.  Jesus said, “where there are two or 
three gathered, there am I in the midst of 
them.”  Our LWML privilege and mission is to 
serve others.  

SERVING IN SOLITUDE 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER                         JR. COUNSELOR- Rev. Paul Meseke 

LWML FL-GA District has grants that we have chosen to support, and our finance 
group has “crunched the numbers” and knows where we need to be.  Our ongoing 
mite giving provides the funding for these as well as national grants. Meeting those 
obligations cannot be done without YOU and your mites. Before COVID-19, we were 
a little bit ahead of expected giving. With the cancellation of Spring Zone Rallies and 
other gatherings, mite receipts have dropped below what was anticipated.  

Have you continued to fill your mite box? Mites can still be submitted without those 
gatherings to support the district, even though our zones cannot meet. In fact, we encourage 
that so that our important work can continue. We must all trust that God will provide for this 
work, while still doing our part and supporting those efforts.  

ALL your financial support of the LWML FL-GA District is important for the continuation of 
ministries and outreach.  May God get ALL the glory as we continue to do HIS work and 
support HIS church!  

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor 9:7) 

FAITH AND FINANCES 



Page 8 Evangel—COVID-19 Special Edition 

 

VICE PRESIDENT SPIRITUAL GROWTH Louise Cox 

 

APART … YET CONNECTED 
When quarantine began in mid-March, I had 
this long list of to-do projects.  I crossed off two 
items. What I really longed to do was hug my 
grandkids and worship with my church family.  
I challenged myself to find joy and ways to 
connect with family, friends, and most 
importantly, Jesus every day.  

 I’ve learned to ZOOM! We had a ZOOM family 
birthday party with the grands and I’m 
ZOOMing with my Sunday School class.  We 
were only one week into Deb Burma’s book, 
Joy: a Study of Philippians.  Hmmm…wonder 
Who guided us to choose this particular study 
for this quarter??   I participate in several live-
streaming church services and devotions-- wow, 
what a blessing! Thank you pastors for bringing 
us God’s Word…apart, but still connected.  One 

LWML society sister started 
weekly group email letters-- what 
joy to share and pray with each 
other!  I have found joy in serving 
by volunteering to call other 
“senior” church members each week to chat and 
see if they have any needs or prayer requests. 
I’m thankful for resources that help me grow in 
my personal relationship with Jesus:  my 
journaling Bible, Treasury of Daily Prayer, 
Lutheran Service Book, and I’m  working on 
memorizing Psalm 91—almost got it!  

Though we may be physically apart from one 
another, we are never apart from Jesus who is 
still walking with us and still watching over us, 
for nothing can separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Risen Savior. 

I 
I Miss Church 

By Cheryl Nolte, Treasure Coast Zone President 
 

I miss church, Lord - I miss hearing Your Word and seeing my church family; 
We enter this place, see each other face to face, so many smiles to see. 
 
The fellowship’s there with music in the air as we lift our voices to sing- 
With hymns we all love, and inspiration from above, and thoughts that the sermons bring 
 
To our heads and our hearts. The Spirit helps impart the messages that we learn 
As we daily pray from home, feeling quite alone, yet for our church group we yearn. 
 
You guide us so true, no matter how blue, we’re reminded to always share 
With our community, as Christians in unity, our God is always there. 
 
Whenever there’s strife in anyone’s life I can’t help but want to pray 
With Bible in hand, wherever in this land, it is the light in everyone’s day. 
 
Oh, Lord, help us to see what you want us to be, let us bow our heads wherever we are. 
No shaking hands for a while, this can be a trial, missing church together from afar. 
 
Yet I think how God’s plan, that leaving home is banned, and ponder church for us: 

It’s not a building, you know, church wherever we go, “guards our hearts and minds in  
Christ Jesus”. 
 
We know it will be alright, for Jesus is the light, as the meaning of church becomes clear. 
For God’s love is a plus, the Body of Christ is in us, we can get through this together, my dears! 
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  MASKS ON A MISSION–   
  Hope Lutheran, Hudson 

The Masks on a Mission, spur-of-the-moment project was 
tremendously successful. The Quilters and the LWML teamed up 
together to make over 500 designer-style masks. And thanks to 
Stephens Ministry, Steve Denney and our Elders for distributing 
the masks to the church members and the community. Thank you 
to Dona Marino, Kim Paulson, Karen Haubenchild, Dorthea 
Wilson, Barbara Lathrop, Carol and Paul Bussian, Gerri 
Dominski, Barb McIntyre, Diane Murphy, Nelly Crespo, Judy 
Conroy, Audrey Smith, Catherine Kravcenk, Karen Baker, and 
two non-members. Also, the blessing of the masks by the Pastor 
and all the prayers. We could not have done it without the 
generous donations, the skill of sewers, and the fun fellowship 
(Ladyship) of everyone thru this crazy Pandemic we will never 
forget. Praise the Lord for keeping us all protected and healthy.  

 

 

 

 
SUNCOAST ZONE 

 Deb Schrader– President  

Top: Our seamstress is Kim 
Paulson, and helper Dona 
Marino.  

Right: The LWML ladies are 
Karen Haubenchild, Dorthea 
Wilson. Barb Lathrop, Kim 
Paulson, Dona Marino  
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LWML Florida-Georgia District 

2018-2020 Biennium - Remittance Slip 
Make all checks payable to LWML FL-GA District 

 

Date:   Check #:   

Mites:    $   LWML Sunday:  $   Prayer Service:   $  

Scholarship Fund:  $   District Mission Trip:  $   Endowment Fund:  $  

LWML Convention Fund $ _________ 

 

  

Church City, State  Church Name 

     
Your Name Telephone Your Email  

 
Your Address 

MAIL TO 
Linda Peters, Financial Secretary 

LWML FL-GA District 

Revised - 10/01/2018 4090 14th St. NE ~ St. Petersburg, FL 33703 


