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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the FL-GA District LWML is to share the love of Christ with women of all ages and diversities and to foster a recognition that the mission field exists both at home and abroad.

Fall 2017—Quarterly Newsletter

LWML FL-GA District Retreat
Villas by the Sea
Jekyll Island, GA
September 29–October 1, 2017

“The Lord is a Great God!” How do you want to
respond? Join us at retreat as we explore ways to
read, reflect, and respond to God’s Living Word
with Keynote Speaker, Eden Keefe.
If you missed reading Eden Keefe’s bio in the
Summer 2017 Evangel check it out on our website at
www.flgalwml.com.

All retreat Registration Forms
MUST be postmarked by
August 31, 2017
Registration Form is on Page 15 of this Evangel
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THE PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE
The long anticipated 37th Biennial
Convention of the LWML and celebration of our 75th Anniversary are
now history. What
a joy it was to attend as the LWML
Florida-Georgia
District President
and an honor to
carry the district banner in the opening procession with our two lovely
Young Woman Representatives! To
see the banners held high and moving through the convention hall, has
always been one of my most memorable moments of convention and
this time brought me to tears.

Trish Aamoth

to attend the LCMS Convention and
petition for formal recognition as
the women’s auxiliary of the LCMS.
One of the very first mission grants
went to help feed children in Europe. This just blows my mind!
These were our mothers, grandmothers, great-grandmothers and
great-great-grandmothers. They created quite a legacy for us to carry on!

them as we do our
LWML FL-GA District mission grants.
After all, whether district or national, they
are all OUR mission
grants.

While I have you wondering, have
you ever wondered about the importance of themes for conventions
The Diamond Dazzle Celebration of and retreats? When combined and
our 75th Anniversary was quite the
listed, those themes clearly show
party! Lights, music, noisemakers,
God’s hand in what we do. There
was a presentation of the thirtyseven LWML Convention themes–
to see these themes presented one
after the other was nothing short of
Our delegation had fantastic seats –
miraculous! Each theme leading into
Rows 3, 4, 5, and 6 on the center
the next, all building up to the 2017
aisle! The six past LWML presidents
theme of “Jesus Christ above all.” I
had Holy Spirit shivers by the end.
Our Noisemakers

I have often shared with people that,
if they have never been to an
district delegations dancing and
LWML Convention, either national
marching all around the hall! We
have so very much to thank God for or district, it is almost impossible to
fully understand the scope and work
over all these years! The point was
of Lutheran Women in Mission. It is
made that as we thank and praise
my most heartfelt desire that several
God for all His blessings, the
hundred women of the LWML FLLWML is looking ahead, and planMy desktop at LWML Convention
ning, for what He has in store for us GA District attend the 2019 LWML
were just two rows in front of us.
the next seventy-five.
Convention in Mobile – to experiThis gave us a great insight into the Ever wonder why there are district
ence an LWML Convention AND
fact that our past presidents are still and national mission grants? I never the privilege of hosting one! Start
very much involved in “Serving with
planning now! 
gave it much
Gladness” and a good example for
thought, but one
us all.
speaker mentioned
I’m sure everyone is aware that
the reason: many
LWML was begun seventy-five years
mission grant proago in 1942. I’ve always known that posals need funding in the range of
and have never thought much about $50,000 to $100,000; none of our
it, but presentations at the convenforty LWML districts could fund
tion truly brought out what incredi- that kind of project on their own, so
bly courageous, faithful women led LWML decided to pool our mites
the way. Just six months after the
and fund these bigger mission probombing of Pearl Harbor and their jects together. So, let’s take ownercountry going into world war, these ship of the mission grants selected
Jan Struck as Katie Luther
ladies left their homes and families
in June and work as hard to fund
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VP COMMUNICATIONS

Joan Koch

Leaders Need to Communicate
Communication must involve
both speaking and listening.
Why? If no one is listening
the act of talking would be a
waste of breath. We often
wonder, “Did they hear what I
said? Were they listening?” We all appreciate when we
are heard and understood. Listening is an essential skill
and not as well-honed, or practiced, as the skill of
speaking. As Mary sat at Jesus’ feet she listened. Our
Father in heaven promises to listen to our prayers and
answer them. We appreciate someone who is a good
listener—someone who is attentive and responsive
when we are speaking to them. There is a balance to

our communication and a give-and-take
to the sharing of thoughts and ideas.
A sage woman once said, “Listening requires more than just hearing. It requires
giving your full attention to what is being
said by others. A leader will provide better encouragement when she is genuine in listening to others. By giving close attention to the details of a conversation, confidence and trust will develop in her leadership abilities.” Leaders listen. While talking is necessary for every leader the skill of listening is equally as, and possibly
more, valuable. As a leader, be attentive to the
thoughts and wishes of those you lead!
Follow the Leader, Volume 5

NEW LWML LOGO UNVEILED IN ALBUQUERQUE
In it's seventy-five year history, the LWML has had just two
logos. While planning a Diamond Dazzle Celebration for the
75th Anniversary, the LWML leaders felt it important that the
organization look ahead to the next seventy-five years and
decided now was the time to "rebrand." A
design firm was hired and a new logo created, with various
templates so that each district would have their own and the
variations could be used for different purposes. If you have not seen the short video on the logo, it's on the
LWML website, www.lwml.org/, or click on the following link to take you directly to the video.
http://www.lwml.org/posts/free-resources/2017-lwml-logo-reveal-video
The meaning behind our logo (taken from the video) is as follows:
The Heart, the Drop of Blood, the Cross

For God so loved the world…(John 3:16)
The heart of God is behind all that we are and do...He has loved us so...seen in His only begotten
Son...His cross and sacrifice...His cherished blood for us...shed for the forgiveness of sins

….without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. (Hebrews 9:22)
Therefore we lift high the cross of Christ...guiding our thanks and praise and service...

For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
(I Corinthians 11:26)
So that His heart is impressed upon our own...and by the Spirit we are blessed with joy and peace...

Serve the Lord with gladness! (Psalm 100:2)
Therefore, the LWML lifts high the cross of Christ, guiding our thanks and praise and service.
PLEASE NOTE: Be sure to reference the LWML Style Sheet for proper use of the LWML name and
logos. Click here for the LWML Style Sheet.
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Linda Peters

I hope everyone enjoyed their summer as much as I
did. I was able to attend the LWML
Convention in Albuquerque, NM and
enjoyed every minute of it. One of the
things I enjoyed most was the Mission
Flag Presentation from the different
countries where LWML has made an
impact. There were many countries
that were represented. It is amazing
to see how the mites we collect are used to further
the work of the Lord all over the world!
Now that summer is almost over, fall is right around
the corner. Societies will come together for their
monthly meetings, zones will be having their rallies,
and the district will be preparing for the retreat at
beautiful Villas by the Sea in Jekyll Island GA. Hope
to see many of you there. There will be something
for everyone.
The district is still working to meet our 2019 Host

Convention Fund goal of $7,000. We are
almost there! To help with that fund, we
are selling “Keep Christ in Christmas”
magnets. These magnets are $5.00 and
can be obtained from me. For more information on the magnets, email me at:
linda.peters820@gmail.com.
They will also be available at the retreat.
They would make a great Christmas gift!
We are still recycling ink cartridges, so if
you are interested, talk to your zone
president. She has all the information.
Or you can email me.
Finally, I want to thank all the societies for sending in
their mites monthly. Keep up the good work! God’s
blessings to all of you as we continue to “Serve the
Lord with Gladness.” 

DONATION REPORT
By Financial Secretary, Linda Peters
On behalf of the LWML FL-GA District, I would like to report the following donations.:
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In loving memory of Frank Rutherford
 East Central Georgia Zone
In loving memory of Dartha Hilbert
 Space Coast Zone
In loving memory of Sharlene Miers
 Phyllis Derda
 Debi Coran

2019 CONVENTION FUND
 Atlanta Zone
 Space Coast Zone
In loving memory of Sharlene Miers
 Rev. Dr. David and Paulette Bernthal
ENDOWMENT FUND
In loving memory of Sharlene Miers
 Marilyn Treanor

Like us on Facebook.
LWML FLORIDA-GEORGIA DISTRICT
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VP MISSION GRANTS
During the convention in Albuquerque, NM the
women of the LWML voted in the Mission Goal of $2,075,000 and 22 Mission
Grants. What an amazing gift God has
given us— the gift to help spread His
word, the gift to spread His love, and
the gift of giving. See the complete list
of Grants voted in at the LWML Convention at
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grants
We are certainly grateful to be able to collect our mites
and support our mission grants, like Brevard Rescue
Mission-Casa Carol and Julia’s House. This mission
grant is using the funds they receive to provide some

Gayle Caruso
of the most basic needs of the twelve families that reside at Casa Carol and Julia’s
House. The mission grant for Salem Haitian Evangelical Lutheran Church’s Community Resource Center offers services that
help meet the basic needs of disadvantaged
individuals. Some of the needs are translation services,
food and clothing pantry, and academic assistance for
youth.
Our mighty mites do some mighty good work in
God’s Kingdom—not only here in the LWML FL-GA
District, but also around the world! Keep collecting
your mites!! 

MISSION GRANT RECIPIENT

GRANT

DISBURSED

BALANCE

1. Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana
Food and Clothing Co-op to Purchase Food

$10,000.00

$5,000.00

$5,000.00

2. Concordia Seminary, (CSL)
Food Bank (St. Louis, Missouri)

10,000.00

2,500.00

7,500.00

3. Emergency Housing Assistance for Samaritan Ministries

5,000.00

3,750.00

1,250.00

4. Brevard Rescue Mission – Casa Carol & Julia’s House

10,000.00

5,000.00

5,000.00

5. NLS Cartridges for the Lutheran Library for the Blind

10,000.00

10,000.00

6. Rebecca’s Garden of Hope 2017 Connecting
Congregation

10,000.00

10,000.00

7. Support for Completion of Medical Degree, Jacqueline
Neyra

9,900.00

3,000.00

6,900.00

7,000.00

3,555.00

3,445.00

4,170.00

4,170.00

PAID

8. LCS Ministry Enhancements at Faith Lutheran Church
and School
9. Good Shepherd Lutheran Church/School Classroom
(Sarasota, FL)
10. Bigger Wheels for Good Shepherd (Titusville, FL)

10,000.00

11. Bible Storybooks for Spanish-Speaking Families

8,500.00

8,500.00

PAID

12. Community Resource Center

9,622.01

6,000.00

3,622.01

104,192.01

41,475.00

62,717.01

Total:

10,000.00
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VP MISSION SERVICE
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these.” (Matthew 19:14). As I read this Bible verse I see
in my mind the beautiful painting by Richard Hook,
entitled, Let the Children Come to Me, a very well-known
picture of Jesus surrounded by a group of children. As
summer winds down and fall is around the corner, all
of God’s wonderful little children will be closing down
their lemonade stands and heading
back to school. As we look at our
LWML League Pledge and see that
we have pledged our service wherever and whenever He has need of
us, before us is a wonderful opportunity. I challenge each of your
societies and/or zones to collect
school supplies and backpacks for
schools in your local area. All of us seem to have at
least one or more schools around us that could really
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Deb Buenrostro
use that extra help. Or perhaps raise supplies for your very own Lutheran schools
that might be in your zones. Teachers
will remind you that supplies are used all
year long and can be handed out whenever needed! But don’t
stop there, maybe you could also add
a clothing drive and/or a food drive.
(Uniforms cost money and some
children don’t even have the proper
socks, shoes, and underwear to wear
to school.) The King will reply, “I tell you the truth, whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for
me.”. (Matthew 25:40). Needs are all around us and all
we need to do is open our eyes and hearts. Choose
one, two, or all three of the ideas listed above and
make them your own—God will handle the rest. 

Why do convention and retreat costs seem so
water that’s always available at the back of the meethigh? Well, the registration fee has to cover many
ing halls – there’s a charge for that as well!
expenses, not simply the room used for sessions,
 Why will each attendee at district events be
such as: speakers’ and musicians’ honorariums, travasked to fill out medical and contact inforel and lodging; printing of all materials used at the
mation at registration and keep the form with
event; set up and take down of meeting rooms;
their name badge? Unexpected things happen and
number of risers used for the “stage;” microphones,
in times of emergency, it’s crucial to have this kind
screens, etc. for audio/visual and other media; enof information readily available. Each attendee is
tertainment; lodging and expenses for Executive
also asked to share this information with her roomCommittee and Board of Directors who work durmate(s). We want to take good care of our people
ing the event; the cost of meals include taxes and
service charges as well. And believe it or not, the
and this is one way to ensure that. 
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VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH

God is great, God is
good; Let us thank
him for our food.
Amen. Many of you may have said
this simple table prayer when you
were a child and perhaps taught it to
your own children. I have been
thinking about God’s goodness and
greatness a lot these past few
months. As most of you know, in
May, God called my mother to her
eternal rest after a challenging seven
and a half year journey with Alzheimer’s dementia.
From the onset of becoming Mom’s
primary advocate in 2010, I had two
specific goals: 1) to keep her safe and
2) to find ways to bring her joy each
and every day. Mom loved to sing
and one of her favorite songs was
the Sunday school song, “Jesus
Loves Me.” Like the table prayer,
the song is another poem of simple
words, but what a powerful message
of God’s goodness, greatness, and
love, freely given to us by sending
His Son, Jesus, to be our Savior so
we could live with Him in eternity!
Dementia could never destroy my
mother’s strong, unwavering faith in
her Savior. She sang “Jesus Loves
Me” repeatedly even in her last
hours. Her memory did not let her
down. She remembered all the
words. God is good!
The sudden onset of erratic heart
rate and blood pressure ushered
Mom into the last week of her life.
Not being able to understand what
was happening to her created extreme anxiety. Even singing did not
soothe her. It was something I hadn’t seen coming and I wasn’t sure
how to deal with it. Enter a Luther-

Louise Cox

an Church Charities (LCC) K-9
stuffed comfort dog.
Normally I attend early service, but
needing to help my mother with her
breakfast, I went to the late service
that first Sunday in May. I intended
to leave immediately afterwards to
get back in time to help with lunch,
but halfway to my car, I suddenly
turned around and headed to the
cafeteria thinking that I just couldn’t
pass up the opportunity to support a
Faith Ladies LWML fundraiser. God
had another reason for me to change
my plans. Entering the cafeteria, I
immediately saw the display table
with the LCC stuffed comfort dogs
for sale. (Faith Lutheran Church,
Marietta, GA will soon have a real
live Comfort Dog.) They were the
Holy Spirit’s answer to my prayer of
how to bring Mom joy that day! I
carefully chose one and took it to
her. She lit up when she saw it.
Thank you, Holy Spirit! She decided
it was a girl and named her Lucy.
For the next eight days these two
girls were inseparable. Mom’s anxiety
diminished; peace took its place. She
never let go of Lucy, cuddling her in
her sleep and talking to her when
awake. Lucy also
provided great
comfort when the
staff had to reposition my mother—
a frightening process for her. She
was terrified of
falling. We sang
“Jesus Loves Me” and she hung on
to Lucy through it all.
Mom, with Lucy nestled in her arms,

departed this life and
began the final leg of
her earthly journey.
We laid Mom to rest in Indiana. Lucy Comfort Dog went with her all
the way and is still in Mom’s arms,
doing her job—providing comfort.
We often think of how great God is
when we see the mighty and majestic works of His creation—the
mountains, oceans, fields and forests. On May 15, 2017, I saw the
goodness and greatness of God in
the form of a little stuffed dog.
“For the LORD is a Great God” (Psalm
95:3-6) is the theme for our LWML
FL-GA District Retreat, September
29-October 1, 2017, at Villas by the
Sea, Jekyll Island, GA. We will experience the greatness and goodness of
God in the sunrise, in our study of
His Word, in our worship as we receive the body and blood of His
Son, in our songs of praise, and in
our prayers. Our retreat speaker,
Eden Keefe will help us explore
ways to read and respond to God’s
Living Word as we reflect on our
Great God.
Lizzie Comfort Dog will be our special guest and our Gifts from the
Heart will be in support of her Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry. Stuffed Lizzie
Comfort Dogs will be available for
purchase and/or donation to provide comfort to others. I plan to buy
one to keep as a sweet remembrance
of my Mom and a reminder of God’s
amazing greatness and goodness to
her and to me. God is great; God is
good…all the time! Hope to see you
at retreat! 
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C O U N S E LO R ’ S C O R N E R
Are you ready
for the LWML
FL-GA District
Retreat in Jekyll Island, GA??
The theme for the retreat is “For
the Lord is a great God.” This is
part of Psalm 95 which should be
very familiar to you if you have
ever used the Matins service in
worship. The Venite is Latin in
origin and would translate as come
or come ye.
When I was a kid and attending Pilgrim Lutheran
Church in Wauwatosa, WI
I would look forward to
the first Sunday of the
month because that was
Matin Sunday at the early service.
Singing and chanting our praise to
our Heavenly Father, creator of
all, provider of all, Savior of all

S R. CO U NS E LO R — Rev. Tod S hou s e

and Lord of all. Also, the service
was about 10 minutes shorter than
the others (hey as a kid this was
something you thought about).
One of my favorite books is Reading the Psalms with Luther and he
comments on Psalm
95, “The 95th psalm
is a prophecy of
Christ; the Letter to
the Hebrews extensively treats it as a
prophecy of the
time of the New
Testament and of the voice of the
Gospel. In short, the psalm teaches and calls us to Christ and to the
Word of God, to true worship.
The psalmist warns us by the example of the faithless fathers in
the wilderness, who also did not
come into the promised land on

MISSION TRIP COORDINATOR
Isaiah 6:8 is one of my favorite
verses...Then I heard the voice of
the Lord saying, "Whom shall I
send? And who will go for us?"
And I said, "Here am I. Send
me!" And what better way to
answer that call than by going on
a mission trip? Mark your calendars for January 18-29, 2018 for a mission trip to
Kisumu, Kenya! Pastor Dennis and Deaconess
Lorna Meeker, who run 4kenyaskids.org, will be
our leaders and mentors. We will be doing some
construction, building a mud hut for one of the
women in the village, sprucing up the Ladies'
Community Center, and working on the water system with Jim Brockmann. Plus, there will be plenty of time to play with the kids and teach them
about the awesome love of Jesus, as well as see
this beautiful country!

account of their
unbelief and contempt for God.
You must, however,
apply the entire
psalm to Christ.
He is Himself the God whom we
are expected to worship. He has
made us and is our shepherd, and
we are His sheep. He is the one
who tested the unbelieving father,
as Paul in 1 Corinthians 10:9 also
states. From henceforth He will
receive no Mosaic worship, but
instead faith, joyful preaching,
praise and thanksgiving.”
I look forward to seeing you, worshipping with you and proclaiming Jesus Christ as we gather together for our retreat. 

Scarlet Holcombe
than welcome!! Airfare depends on the
airport you're flying out of. If you want
to stay for a safari afterwards (as long as
you're there, might as well!!), it will be
an additional $650 and you would stay
until February 1. Space is limited to 16,
and we're almost halfway there. There is
not a deadline date for participation in this trip, however, the trip will be closed once the maximum of 16
team members has been reached. There will be a doctor on the trip, as well as other medical professionals,
so no excuses!

If you'd like me to come to your society and talk
about mission trips in general, and this one in particular, please call me at 404-323-1323 or email
me at scarlet2@mindspring.com. Scarlet's my
name, Mission Trips are my game!! I'd love to
Cost is $950/person, which covers hotels, food, trans- come and talk to you!! 
portation and projects in Kenya. Spouses are more
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SCHOLARSHIP CHAIRMAN

Carol Alberts

The Scholarship Committee met in June and the names of our scholarship recipients for the
2017-2018 academic year are listed in the chart below.
2017-2018 LWML FL-GA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Seminary or College
Scholarship Love Gift
Pastoral
Barto, Gregory
Einertson, Christian
LeBorious, Joshua
Sessa, Sam
Sinatra, Nicholas

Concordia Seminary
Concordia Seminary
Concordia Seminary
Concordia Seminary
Concordia Illinois

2,000
2,500
1,500
2,000
2,000

Non-Pastoral
Bartholow, Christian
Condame, Jeannelle
Griffin, Gracie

Concordia Texas
Concordia Nebraska
Concordia Nebraska

1,000
2,000
2,000

Love Gifts
Hickey, Aaron
LeBorious, Peter

Concordia Seminary
Concordia Seminary
15,000

Kuiper

500
300
500

700

TOTAL
2,500
2,500
2,500
2,500
2,000

1,000
2,000
2,000

2,000
1,000
4,300

700

2,000
1,000
20,000

PLEASE NOTE: The “Scholarship” column comes from Mites, “Love Gift” column comes from special offerings for scholarships and “Kuiper” is the interest received on an Endowment primarily for mission-minded

News from our previous scholarship recipients:
Rev. Joe Warnke was ordained and
installed at Christ our Savior
Lutheran Church, Griffin, GA on
July 16th. It is awesome to have
one of our scholarship recipients
serving the Lord within our district.
We pray that he and his wife, Kate,
and son, Matthew, will be blessed
as they are a blessing to others.
Aaron Hickey and his beautiful
bride, Haley, were married this
summer. They will relocate to
St. Louis, MO where Aaron
will begin his seminary studies.

Please remember all of our recipients in prayer as they continue to
prepare to become pastors and full
time church workers. 
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Through the eyes of a Young Woman Representative

Note from Jessi Kuehn
I would like to take this time to thank all of you
who prayed for me to be elected as one of the
two Young Woman Representatives (YWR) of the
LWML FL-GA District to attend the National
Convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico. I
attended with another YWR, and fellow pastor's
wife, from Georgia, Tracie Hoffman. There were 81
other YWRs there including us as well as over
3,400 LWML members and supporters.
We both learned A LOT, even observing how a
national convention meeting is held. We observed
the voting, mission talks, and the election of new
officers. We got to witness the unveiling of the
new logo, took part in the 75th Diamond Dazzle
event, complete with a parade led by the districts
and the YWRs! Being a YWR we had our own
events to go to, such as Bible Studies, meetings to
'unwind' and discuss the events of the day. We
even took part in packaging items for Gifts from
the Heart. We got to see all the exhibits from the
different missions that we help as well.
As a personal thought, this was probably one of
the best things I've ever gone to in my life. To see
just how much our monetary efforts, our mites, go
towards helping others is amazing! It also
strengthened my faith to be part of such a sisterhood of Christians. We were instructed to go out
and proclaim the Word of Jesus Christ, that He is
indeed above all. And He is, indeed, above ALL!!!

With

, Jessi

Our LWML FL-GA District YWR’s
Jessi Kuehn and Tracie Hoffman

Jessi Kuehn with LWML President,
Patti Ross

WANT TO SEE MORE?
For more Convention happenings
please check out the following link:
http://www.lwml.org/2017-convention

Scroll down and click on “Watch all
the excitement here” and then click on
the session of your choice to watch.

Evangel—Fall 2017
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LWML SUNDAY 2017
The first Sunday in October is traditionally set aside for the observation of
LWML Sunday, but it may be celebrated at any time.
This year's service is written by Rev. Dr. Lawrence R. Rast, Jr., President
of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana.
A full worship service is available for download. As many pastors prefer to
tailor their services to their congregation's needs, the sermon, litany and
children's sermon can also be downloaded separately and may be inserted
in any worship service wherever needed.
The Be Ready photo is the bulletin cover for LWML Sunday 2017. Additional information and
purchasing supplies for LWML Sunday can be found at http://www.lwml.org/lwml-sunday.
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2017 RETREAT INFORMATION SHEET
LWML FL-GA DISTRICT
VILLAS BY THE SEA – JEKYLL ISLAND, GEORGIA
SEPTEMBER 29 – OCTOBER 1, 2017

“FOR THE LORD IS A GREAT GOD”
is our retreat theme, based on Psalms 95:3-6, For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depth of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. The sea is his, for he made
it, and his hands formed the dry land. Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the
LORD, our Maker!
SPECIAL GUEST: Lizzie, the Comfort Dog, will be our special guest at retreat. Lizzie is one of Lutheran
Charities K-9 Comfort Dogs and currently the only one in the FL-GA District. She is based at Trinity Lutheran Church in Savannah, GA. If you would like to know more about Lizzie, you can follow her on Facebook
on her page – “Lizzie Comfort Dog.”
GIFTS FROM THE HEART: The Gifts from the Heart will be slightly different this time. Please make sure to
spread the word that we will NOT be bringing items to retreat. Our Gifts from the Heart will be three fund
raisers for the “Lutheran Charities K-9 Comfort Dogs.” They are:
1. Lizzie Stuffed Dog – This will be a buy one, give one! You may purchase two (2) beautiful
stuffed dogs for $20 and be able to take one with you and the other will be given to someone
who needs comfort. Or you may purchase one (1) for $10. It will then be donated to someone
who needs comforting.
2. Lizzie’s Kisses – This is a fragrance free chapstick that will also be a buy one give one!
3. Military Coins – This is a beautiful coin that will be given to a military person. Coins are very important to our military personnel. When you purchase one coin for $10 it will be given to someone in the military as a way of saying, thank you for your service.

Evangel—Fall 2017
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RETREAT INFORMATION—CONTINUED
HOUSING: Please remember that these are condos not hotel rooms. ROOM COSTS DO NOT INCLUDE 7%
sales tax; 5% hotel occupancy tax or 5% resort fee! Mini Villa/Studio Villa (sleeps 1-2 people) $109; One bedroom (sleeps 1-2 people) Island side: $119, Oceanside: $129; Two bedroom (sleeps 1-4 people) Island side:
$189, Oceanside: $199; Three bedroom (sleeps 1-6 people) Island side: $229, Oceanside $239. Reservations
opened June 1, 2017. Call Villas by the Sea for your reservation – 800-841-6262. See Floor plans on next
page. View resort online at: www.villasbythesearesort.com/
REFUNDS: Refunds will only be given for cancellations made prior to August 31, 2017. There is a $25 cancellation fee. Please note: The weekend is a package deal; there will be no refunds for anyone who has to
arrive late or leave early.
TRAVEL: The preferred airport will be Jacksonville International Airport in Jacksonville, FL, as it is only one
(1) hour away from Jekyll Island. Transportation will be provided from Jacksonville airport ONLY, but not on
a continuing basis. Please make sure to include your flight information and arrival time on the registration
form, so that plans can be made for transportation to Jekyll Island.
DIRECTIONS: Villas By The Sea is located approximately one and a half hours south of Savannah, GA and
one hour north of Jacksonville, FL. Villas By The Sea is on the north end of Jekyll Island. Traveling on I-95
exit at GA 520E/US-17N. Take GA 520 to Beach View Drive N.
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“FOR THE LORD IS A GREAT GOD” Psalm 95:3-6
LWML FL-GA District Retreat ~ Villas by the Sea, Jekyll Island, GA
September 29-October 1, 2017

SCHEDULE
FRIDAY
2:00 PM—LWML Resource Store and Prayer Room Open—Conference Center
3:00 PM—Registration Opens—Conference Center
7:00 PM—Evening Meeting--Conference Center


Welcome and Introduction of Keynote Speaker



Closing Vespers—Counselor, Rev. Alan Koch

SATURDAY
7:10 AM—Outdoor Sunrise Devotion and Service of Remembrance
Location: Covered Lighted Pavilion/Boardwalk & Beach Access
9:00 AM—Morning Session–Conference Center


Bible Study—Counselor, Rev. Alan Koch



Keynote Speaker Session 1—Eden Keefe, LWML Past VP Christian Life



Announcements
11:30-12:30 PM --- BOX LUNCH

12:30 PM—Afternoon Session--Conference Center


Keynote Speaker Session 2—Eden Keefe, LWML Past VP Christian Life



Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dog--Lizzie



Gifts from the Heart Dedication



Announcements
2:00-6:00 PM---FREE TIME

~ Mission Service Project ~ Prayer Walk ~ Special Activities ~
~ Relax and Enjoy God’s Beautiful Creation by the Sea ~ LWML Resource Store Open ~
5:00 PM--GIFT BASKET SILENT AUCTION CLOSES
6:00 PM—Conference Center


Dinner ~ Board Report Skit ~ “Homegrown Entertainment”



Introduction of YWRs and Invitation to 2018 LWML FL-GA Convention

SUNDAY --Conference Center
9:00 AM— Singing
9:15 AM--Closing Worship Communion Service--Counselor, Rev. Tod Shouse
~ Offering for Mission Grants ~
11:00 AM—Homeward Bound—Go and Serve Our Great God with Gladness!

Evangel—Fall 2017
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THINKING FOOD?
Please remember that
retreat registration costs will
include Saturday lunch and
dinner ONLY.
All other meals will be on you own.
HOWEVER
All villas have a fully equipped kitchen.
You can bring your own food to prepare.

OR
If you want to go out—here is a link to
restaurants on Jekyll Island
http://www.jekyllisland.com/dining/
Click on the various pictures for more information about the restaurant.

PLEASE NOTE
There is a $6 fee to enter the island. You
can go on and off the island on the same
day for that fee, but if you return the next
day, there will be a new $6 fee.

SERVANT EVENT
My Prayer Rock

For our servant
event we will be
wrapping rocks in
tulle. These rocks
will be tied with
ribbons and a
prayer will be
attached. The My
Prayer Rocks will
be one for you to
keep and one to
give away.
Sign up on the
registration sheet.
Cost is $5.

COME ON BOARD!

Winter Evangel articles are due

November 5, 2017

REMINDER—Send your articles and
photos by the above date to:

Evangel.flga@gmail.com

Join the
LWML FL-GA District online
mailing list at

www.flgalwml.com

Follow the simple “how to”
directions in the upper lefthand corner of the website.
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“Grace”-full Gardening

Quiet Relaxation

RETREAT
HAPPENING ~
SILENT AUCTION
FUNDRAISER
The Executive Committee is
sponsoring a fundraiser to
benefit the 2019 Host Committee Fund, by each officer
donating a gift basket to be
auctioned at the retreat.
The auction will open at
3:00 pm, Friday afternoon
and all bids are due by 5:00
pm, Saturday. Winning bids
will be announced Saturday
evening.
As of July 31, $5,881 has
been raised towards the goal
of $7,000. Please, bring
your checkbooks and help us
to raise at least $1,119.00!
There will be a minimum
opening bid of $50.

Sweet Indulgences for
Mind, Body and Soul!

Hydro Luxury
Spa Experience

Coffee and Chocolate Dreams

Wine and Candlelight

Whole30 Starter Kit

TO BRING YOUR
CHECKBOOK!

Evangel—Fall 2017
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FIRST COAST ZONE
Chynsia Fowler, Acting President

Sharlene Miers

First Coast Zone President
Sharlene Miers passed away on July 3, 2017— just one week after returning home from the 2017 LWML Convention in Albuquerque, NM.
Sharlene was active in LWML for over forty years in various capacities,
most recently as Scholarship Chair and First Coast Zone President. She
is survived by her husband Jim Miers, two sons, two daughters and six
grandchildren. Donations may be made to St. Peter's Lutheran Church
or St. Peter's Lutheran Church LWML. She will be greatly missed by
the ladies of the LWML FL-GA District , especially the First Coast
Zone, and all the scholarship recipients she worked with.

Each year, for the past five years, the LWML St.
Peters Ladies Sharing Hope have gathered personal items which are bagged and given as a gift.
The ladies gathered at their April meeting to
work on this annual project. These special gift
bags are distributed to the mothers that receive
food from the Green Cove Springs Food Pantry on

the weekend before Mother’s Day.
A Thrivent Action Team Impact Card, along with
the donations from the members of St. Peter's Lutheran Church, allows us to fill 50 bags overflowing with shampoo, conditioner, shower gel, lotion,
tooth paste, tooth brush and deodorant. It is such
a blessing to occasionally provide this assistance!
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SPACE COAST ZONE
Phyllis Derda - President
The ladies of Hope Lutheran Church and
Risen Savior Lutheran Church worked
together on a two-step Kitchen Welcome
Kits project for the women of the Brevard
Rescue Mission.
In May the ladies gathered at the home of
Dorothee Jones, of Hope Lutheran, for
supper. We also had our ingathering of
items for the bags at this meeting.
In July the ladies met at Risen Savior to
fill the bags. We assembled 24 bags and
enjoyed coffee, pastries, and fellowship.

Cindy Livingston, Risen Savior and Nancy
Roberts, Hope Lutheran, holding sample of
items that were put in the bags.

The LWML of Faith 'Viera' invited all the women of our
church to a Tea Social. The purpose was to let all our women at
Faith know what LWML is all
about. Twenty-five women attended. We had fliers on the tables explaining what we do and
how we support missions. We
also had a skit, preformed by
LWML women, which emphasized that all women of Faith
Church are members of our society. A good time was had by all
and we have decided we need to
have more fellowship throughout the year.
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2017 FALL RALLY DATES
LWML FL-GA District
DISTRICT PRESIDENT

Trish Aamoth
VP COMMUNICATIONS

Joan Koch
VP MISSION GRANTS

Gayle Caruso
VP MISSION SERVICE

Deb Buenrostro
VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Louise Cox
RECORDING SECRETARY

Dorothee Jones
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Linda Peters
TREASURER

Debi Coran
PASTORAL COUNSELOR

Rev. Tod Shouse
PASTORAL COUNSELOR

Rev. Alan Koch

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
ARCHIVIST

Mary Karrick
EVANGEL EDITOR

Lois Rhodes
MEETING MANAGER

Karen Bowers
MEMBERSHIP RESOURCES

Phyllis Derda
NOMINATING

Lori Dorman
SCHOLARSHIPS

Carol Alberts
STRUCTURE

Jean Roehrs
WEBMASTER

Lois Ford
YOUNG WOMAN DEVELOPER

(Open)

ATLANTA
Faith Lutheran
Marietta, GA
November 4, 2017

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
Faith Lutheran Church
Naples, FL
October 21, 2017

EAST CENTRAL GEORGIA
Trinity Lutheran
Savannah, GA
October 21, 2017

SPACE COAST
Faith “Viera” Lutheran
Rockledge, FL
October 21, 2017

FIRST COAST
TBA
Date: TBA

ST. PETERSBURG
Christ the King
Largo, FL
November 4, 2017

GOLD COAST
Gloria Dei
Davie, FL
Date: October 28, 2017
GREATER ORLANDO
Grace Lutheran
St. Cloud, FL
Date: November 4, 2017
HEARTLAND
Peace Valley Lutheran Church
Wauchula, FL
Date: December 2, 2017

SUNCOAST
Faith Lutheran
New Port Richey, FL
Date: October 14, 2017
TALLAHASSEE
Our Redeemer Lutheran
Lake City, FL
Date: TBA
TAMPA
TBA
Date: TBA

NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA
Trinity Lutheran
Summerfield, FL
Date: October 21, 2017

TREASURE COAST
Redeemer Lutheran
Stuart, FL
November 11, 2017

NORTHEAST GEORGIA
Good Shepherd
Gainesville, GA
Date: October 21, 2017

TROPICAL
TBA
Date: TBA

SARASOTA
Hope Lutheran
Bradenton, FL
Date: November 4, 2017
SOUTH PALM BEACH
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Boca Raton, FL
Date: November 11, 2017

WINTER HAVEN
TBA
Date: TBA
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