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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the FL-GA District LWML is to share the love of Christ with women of all ages and diversities and to
foster a recognition that the mission field exists both at home and abroad.
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LWML FL-GA District Retreat
Villas by the Sea
Jekyll Island, GA
September 29–October 1, 2017

EDEN KEEFE
Retreat Keynote Speaker
Eden Keefe
loves to laugh.
And her joy is
founded in
Jesus Christ!
She hopes that LWML will feel
personal and purposeful
(purpose-full) to women as
they share the Gospel and
serve His people with joy.
Eden grew up on a dairy farm
in Kansas, being “voluntold”
for LWML activities by her
mom, but it didn’t become her
LWML until she was grown up
and living in the Kansas City
area. She became active in an
evening group, then chartered
a society at a mission church,
and has served on all levels of
LWML. Each one brought
wonderful opportunities to be

mentored, to grow, and to
serve!
Now residing in Aiken, SC,
Eden completes her term as
LWML Vice President of
Christian Life at the 2017 convention in Albuquerque.
She is delighted to be asked
to speak at the LWML FL-GA
retreat – especially with the
theme from Psalm 95: "For
the LORD Is a Great God!” –
and prays that participants will
be blessed as we read, reflect, and respond using visual
faith resources.
In Aiken, Eden volunteers at a
local ministry, Area Churches
Together Serving. This organization provides temporary
emergency assistance to

those in need. She is involved
in a speaking role for the Aiken Newcomers Club, facilitates a women’s Bible study,
hosts a monthly Coloring Tea
at the local tearoom and Coloring Scripture events at her
church, and is involved in her
LWML district.
A woman of many interests,
Eden loves tea parties, browsing antique shops, journaling,
… and then going motorcycle
riding with her husband. She
is looking forward to being
with us “by the sea”!
So save the date, pack your
flip flops, and make plans now
to come meet Eden at our
LWML FL-GA District Retreat
by the sea. 
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THE PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE
As LWML work
is taking up
more and more
of my time and
energy, I find
myself looking at exactly what it is
that LMWL does. Different situations have made me realize that I
don't have my "two-minute elevator
speech" ready to give. Because
LWML does so many different
things at so many different levels, I
have trouble trying to put it into just
a few words.
For example, a zone president relayed a question to me regarding the
difference between the LWML's $2
million Mite Goal and the total
amount for the selected 2015-2017
Mission Grants, which was quite a
bit less than $2 million. The same
could be said of our LWML FL-GA
District's Mite Goal and the amount
we pledged for 2016-2018 Mission
Grants and Scholarships.
To be honest, funds, funding and
allocating funds can be confusing!
First let's consider the mission of
the LWML as stated in our Mission
Statement: The mission of The

Lutheran Women's Missionary
League is to assist each woman
of The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so
that she is enabled to use her
gifts in ministry to the people of
the world. It doesn't even say any-

thing about mites or mission grants!
So there's much more to the mission of the LWML.
I know many think that every single
mite they collect and submit to
LWML goes to mission grants - and
here's where some of the confusion

comes from. The mites we collect
fund the entire MISSION of the
LWML, not just mission grants. To
begin with, 25% of the mites collected in the LWML FL-GA District are sent to LWML to fund the
LWML mission at the synodical level; 15% goes to
our district's
mission in-reach
fund and the
remaining 65%
goes to district
scholarships and mission grants.
The mites submitted to LWML
from the forty districts are similarly
divided: 25% goes to mission inreach and the remainder to mission
grants.
That brings up the question: What is
meant by mission in-reach? Mission
in-reach covers the organizational
expenses at the district and synodical levels, such as executive committee meetings, board of directors'
meetings, travel expenses for officers, training workshops, insurance,
printing, supplies and even a storage
unit. Our district is one of the few
that withholds 15%, most withhold
25%. We have been blessed with
many district boards who have been
wise and very frugal in spending our
mission in-reach funds and often
return funds from mission in-reach
for mission grants.
So, if you were asked to give a "twominute elevator speech" about
LWML, what would you say? That
we are the ladies of The Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod, we serve in
our congregations meeting together
to be in the Word, to pray together,
to serve the congregation and community? That we meet at the zone
level to fellowship with other wom-

Trish Aamoth
en in our areas and to
bring gifts from the
heart for a local charity/mission? That every
two years we convene
to conduct district business, elect
officers, select mission grant recipients, to hear from inspiring speakers
and to worship and commune together? That the LWML convenes
every two years to do the same on
the synodical level? That we collect
mites along the way to fund all this
work? I hope you'd add something
about our Mission Statement and
"serving the Lord with gladness."
Our Loving God has
continually showered
blessings on women
of the LCMS - for
seventy-five years!
There is going to be
such a wonderful
celebration of this at
the LWML Convention in Albuquerque! I hope those of you who
cannot travel to Albuquerque will
follow along online.

Please, keep the 2017 LWML Convention, the attendees, voting delegates, slate of nominees, mission
grant proposals and the mission of
the LWML in your prayers! 
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VP COMMUNICATIONS
While cleaning up a bookshelf I found a
notebook that I had started in 2007 with
articles from LWML’s “Follow the Leader.” I am simply amazed that I hadn’t remembered that I had done this and where I
had placed the notebook. So, I started
looking through this notebook and I found
the following. I thought perhaps that some of you might
enjoy reading this.
Ten Commandments for Leaders
1. Thou shalt know the facts. Be a walking encyclopedia
of current and future LWML activities—on the society,
zone, district, and national levels.
2. Thou shalt not procrastinate. Give thyself ample time
to handle all matters in an orderly fashion. Do not assume anything: check and double check each step of the
way to a successful completion.
3. Thou shalt not dominate thy meetings. Though thou be
a leader, do not become overly proud of thyself and
bore others with lengthy speeches and endless preaching. Unless thou can tell jokes well, do not subject the
people to thy dull wit and wisdom.
4. Thou shalt read all thy mail promptly. Do not store
unopened mail on the shelf, expecting to take care of it
at a later date. Thou may be missing out on urgent business that requires immediate attention.
5. Thou shalt keep harmony within the organization. Do
not allow jealousy or hurt feelings to grow. Remind
others of their Christian sisterhood and encourage them
to show love and kindness to all.
6. Thou shalt distribute materials promptly. Make sure
each member receives national and district publications
on time. Make additional copies for those women in

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
The giving Christian gives gracefully. The Apostle
Paul asks in Romans 8:32, He who did not spare His
own Son, but gave him up for us all, how will He not
also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?
Everything we have is a gift from God.
The house we live in, the cars we drive,
the food we eat, the clothes we wear, or
the money we have - whatever it is without exception, is a gift from God. So,
when it comes down to how I am going to give, I remember that God graciously gave me the means to
graciously give to others. Graceful giving draws no
attention to itself, but directs attention to God.
The women of the LWML FL-GA District are gracious givers. With your mites, along with the other
LWML Districts, the national mite goal was met. In
fact, the goal was exceeded by $97,000. What a
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Joan Koch
your church who have not yet joined
LWML.
7. Thou shalt constantly look for ways to
improve yourself and the organization.
Use resources offered by LWML. Attend leader development seminars, read
books and listen to tapes that will aid
you. Evaluate the activities to see if they
are helping to meet your goals. Retain that which is
good. Discard that which is ineffective. Do not continue an activity just because it has been done for years.
8. Thou shalt start thy meetings on time. Be punctual thyself and set a good example for others. Show thy enthusiasm and joy in working for the Lord, so that others
will be begging to take thy office next year.
9. Thou shalt remember to thank the members. Praise and
compliment the members who have served on committees and projects. Do not miss an opportunity to recognize a member's contribution.
10. Thou shalt remember to thank the Lord. Thank Him
for all the assistance He has given you and for exposing
all those hidden talents you never realized you had until
you became a leader in the LWML.
(Taken from Look of a Leader, available from the LWML
Catalog, code #71224)
As Vice President Communications, it is also my responsibility to remind all of you about our upcoming retreat! Excited
about going? You bet I am! It is going to be so much fun.
The registration form is located on page 14 in this Evangel.
Registration does NOT open until June 1st, but please download the form, print the form, and pass it along to everyone
in your society and church! Come to Jekyll Island and join
in the fun! 

Linda Peters
joy! But we are not done. Keep those
mites coming so that we can reach our district mite goal. Feed your Mite Box daily as
thanks for all the gifts God has given to
you.
As you know, our district is cohosting the 2019 convention in
Mobile, AL. We have set a goal
of $7,000 to help with the expenses. We
are over 75% of the way there. The money in this
fund comes from recycling of ink jet cartridges, donations from zones and churches, and the sale of
“Keep Christ in Christmas” magnets. These magnets
are $5.00 and can be obtained from me. For more
information on the magnets, email me at:
linda.peters820@gmail.com.
Remember, graceful giving seeks to glorify God. 
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DONATION REPORT
By Financial Secretary, Linda Peters
On behalf of the LWML FL-GA District, I would like to report the following donations.:

LOVE SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In honor of Catherine Bennett
 Nancy Hughes
 Hope Lutheran Church ................................... Hudson, FL
 St. Petersburg Zone
 Suncoast Zone
 Good Shepherd .......................................... Gainesville, FL
In honor of Marsha Pella
 Suzanne Miller
In loving memory of Ed Stigler
 Betty Marshick
In loving memory of Peggy Keeps
 Joanne Hahn
In loving memory of Rachel Montgomery
 First Coast Zone
In loving memory of Betty Duda
 Peg Henderson
 Joanne Hahn
 Concordia Lutheran ........................................... Miami, FL
In loving memory of Scarlet Holcombe’s father
 Peg Henderson
In loving memory of Doris Zentner
 Margie Smith
 Joanne Hahn
In loving memory of Marsha Bohannous' father
 East Central GA Zone
 Lutheran Church of the Redeemer ........... Melbourne, FL
2019 CONVENTION FUND
In loving memory of Betty Duda
 Rev. Dr. David and Paulette Bernthal
In loving memory of Doris Zentner
 Rev. Dr. David and Paulette Bernthal
 Margaret Turner
 Space Coast Zone
 Forest Lutheran Church ........................ Silver Springs, FL
 Our Savior ............................................... St. Petersburg, FL
 East Central Georgia Zone
 Space Coast Zone
 St. John .......................................................................... Ocala
DISTRICT MISSION TRIP FUND
 Kathy Griffis ...................................................... Tifton, GA
 Our Redeemer ............................................ Jacksonville, FL

MISSION GRANTS FUND
In loving memory of Pastor J. R. Jones
 Elke Kraushaar
In loving memory of Jesse Johnson
 Cinara Navarro
In loving memory of Doris Zentner
 Nancy Hughes
 Holy Cross ...........................................Lake Mary, FL
 Messiah Lutheran ................................. Valdosta, GA
 Faith Lutheran ............................................ Eustis, FL
 Zion Lutheran Guild .......................... Ft. Myers, FL
 First Lutheran ....................................... Inverness, FL
 Marco Lutheran.............................. Marco Island, FL
MITES FUND
In loving memory of Betty Duda
 Mary Karrick
In loving memory of Kathy Stephens
 University Lutheran .......................... Tallahassee, FL
 Sarasota Zone
LWML SUNDAY FUND
 Christ Lutheran ............................................ Perry, FL
 Peace Lutheran ..........................................Tifton GA
 Concordia .................................................... Miami, FL
 St. John ......................................................... Ocala, FL
 Forest Oaks......................................... Spring Hill, FL
 St. Luke’s afternoon ................................ Oviedo, FL
 St. Luke’s morning .................................... Oviedo FL
 St. Luke’s Evening ................................... Oviedo, FL
 Our Redeemer ............................................. Ocala, FL
 Prince of Peace ...................................... Orlando, FL
 Lakeside ...................................................... Venice, FL
 Holy Cross ...........................................Lake Mary, FL
 Our Savior ......................................St. Petersburg, FL
 Peace ................................................... Dunnellon, FL
 Grace.............................................. Port St. Lucie, FL
 Christ Lutheran .......................................... Perry, GA
 Ruth Guild .................................... Milledgeville, GA
ENDOWMENT FUND
In loving memory of Betty Duda
 Margie Smith
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VP MISSION GRANTS
Two million dollars! That’s a lot of money!
Through the collection of our mites we hit
that goal! All of the Mission Grants that
were selected at the 2015 LWML Convention in Des Moines, IA will be funded. But
that doesn’t mean we need to stop collecting those mites! Here in our own LWML FL-GA District we are starting to disburse payments to our own
mission grants.
The mission grant, Bible Storybooks for SpanishSpeaking Families is using their funds to translate and
publish 9,000 Spanish copies of A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories for Spanish-speaking missions and churches

Gayle Caruso
in Florida, Georgia, and around the world.
There are nearly 4.8 million Hispanics living in Florida and Georgia, which presents
a great mission opportunity for sharing
Jesus as Lord and Savior. Nearly a dozen
LCMS congregations have seized the opportunity to share the Gospel by beginning Hispanic
outreach and worship services, and many others have
outreach programs and Spanish speaking members.
We are so blessed to be able to provide funding for
these mission grants, so keep collecting those mites! 

MISSION GRANT RECIPIENT

GRANT

DISBURSED

BALANCE

1. Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana
Food and Clothing Co-op to Purchase Food

$10,000.00

$5,000.00

$5,000.00

2. Concordia Seminary, (CSL)
Food Bank (St. Louis, Missouri)

10,000.00

2,500.00

7,500.00

3. Emergency Housing Assistance for Samaritan
Ministries

5,000.00

1,250.00

3,750.00

4. Brevard Rescue Mission – Casa Carol & Julia’s
House

10,000.00

5,000.00

5,000.00

5. NLS Cartridges for the Lutheran Library for the
Blind
6. Rebecca’s Garden of Hope 2017 Connecting
Congregation

10,000.00

10,000.00

10,000.00

10,000.00

7. Support for Completion of Medical Degree,
Jacqueline Neyra

9,900.00

3,000.00

6,900.00

8. LCS Ministry Enhancements at Faith Lutheran
Church and School

7,000.00

3,555.00

3,445.00

9. Good Shepherd Lutheran Church/School
Classroom (Sarasota, FL)

4,170.00

4,170.00

10. Bigger Wheels for Good Shepherd (Titusville, FL)

10,000.00

10,000.00

11. Bible Storybooks for Spanish-Speaking Families

8,500.00

12. Community Resource Center

9,622.01

Total:

104,192.01

8,500.00

0.00
9,622.01

28,805.00

75,387.01
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VP MISSION SERVICE
A missionary. Did you ever think about that for a minute ladies? The LWML – The Lutheran Women’s
MISSIONARY League. That’s what we are. That’s
what we do. Each and every one of us is a missionary
every single day of our lives for our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. It doesn’t matter whether we are in our
own neighborhood or half way around the world. No
need to worry though because God, as always, gives us
all the tools we need to get ready!
First - by inviting us to a relationship with
Him in prayer, studying/reading His
word, devotions, and partaking in worship. And they devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. Acts 2:42
Second - by witnessing every day in
“everyday” opportunities. “You are the
light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light
to all in the house. In the same way, let your
light shine before others,….” Matthew 5:14-16a

HOMEGROWN PRODUCTIONS in collaboration with THE LUTHERS call all
talented FL-GA District LWMLers to participate in the Saturday evening entertainment!
Are you dramatic? Are you comedic? Do
you long to share your hidden talents with
friends? Do you have a group of friends
you'd like to drag on stage with you and

Deb Buenrostro
Third - go out there
with the mindset that
all people are unique
individuals, but most
of all, all people are
loved by God. And he said to them, “Go
into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.”
Mark 16:15
Starting in May, I am always reminded about the wonderful freedom we share in our country and
the wonderful reasons we have it.
Maybe this month your society
might want to do something to
honor our brave and courageous
military personnel, veterans, chaplains and their families. Brainstorm and come up with ways to pray for,
recognize, celebrate, and remember all of those heroes.
A quick visit to www.lwml.org can start the ball rolling.
Look under “SERVICE” and see what kind of mission
field awaits for you! Every one of us is His witness –
His missionary! 

perform your favorite movie scene? Here's
your chance to do just that!
Send your resume and a brief description of
your act to: trish.aamoth@gmail.com by
July 15th!
If we do not receive enough performers to
fill the time allotted, the entertainment
might be something as exciting as Shakespearean Insult Showdown. 
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VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Are you still undecided about attending the 2017 LWML FL-GA District
Retreat? Are you reluctant to “give
up” your weekend? Perhaps you are
worried how your spouse, family, or
pets will ever get along without you for a couple of
days. Maybe you are saying, “I have too many other obligations right now. I will go to the next one.”
I would like to share some thoughts about why you
should attend the District LWML retreat September
29- October 1, 2017 at beautiful Villas by the Sea,
Jekyll Island, GA.
The Merriam-Webster dictionary’s definition of a
spiritual retreat is: “a period of group withdrawal for
prayer, meditation, study, or instruction under a director.”
Jesus took time to get away for prayer and meditation. He retreated. In Luke 4 we read how Jesus
spent 40 days in the desert praying and fasting in
preparation for his earthly ministry, and Mark 1:35
tells us, Very early in the morning, while it was still
dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went off to a
solitary place, where he prayed. He also extended
an invitation to His disciples to retreat, “Come with
me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some
rest.” (Mark 6:31a NIV)
A retreat is a special time to get away from life’s
responsibilities and distractions and make time for
God.
You will reap many benefits from attending a retreat:
1. Renew friendships with other LWML sisters.

Louise Cox

2. Restore your faith and prayer life
through the retreat guest speakers,
worship leaders and song leader as
we study the Word, worship, and sing praises to
our God.
3. Refresh by taking a break and getting away
from the fast pace of everyday life to engage in
retreat activities and events with other ladies
and just have fun!
4. Reflect on all that God has done for you and
His many blessings through personal meditation and prayer and really focus on your relationship with our Creator.
So make time for yourself, and for God, and join us
this fall at Villas by the Sea. Our District Pastoral
Counselors will lead us in inspiring Bible studies
and worship services, our keynote speaker, Eden
Keefe, will share creative and interactive ways for
us to read, reflect, and respond to God’s Living
Word, and music leader, Tim Jacobsmeyer, will
lead us in singing hymns and songs of praise to our
Great God.
Lutheran Church Charities Comfort Dog, Lizzie,
will be our special guest. There will also be opportunity for free time for you to relax, shop, fellowship, participate in a servant event and other activities, or just enjoy God’s beautiful creation. You
will return home in a closer relationship with God,
renewed and refreshed to better serve Him, your
families, and others.
See you by the sea in September! 

"Today my thankful is for the Lutheran Women's Missionary League. My Purple Peeps. My
Sisters. My place. I belong wherever God leads me. While others thank me for my time and
service, I thank God that I have a place to serve, to be fed in the Word, to have purpose, a
reason to travel with my family, and to make some of the best friends a gal could ever find."
~ Quote by Katy Gifford, president, LWML Nebraska South District
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C O U N S E LO R ’ S C O R N E R

J R. CO U NS E LO R — Rev. Ala n Ko c h

A Catchy Email
I have an LWML friend from my
former congregation in Sherman
Oaks, CA, who loves to send me
emails. A day rarely goes by without getting at least
one; sometimes as
many as five or six!
Some are informative,
some political, and
some just funny, catchy emails. It’s
the last category that I enjoy the
most! Recently, I received one that
had to do with bumper stickers.
They made me smile. See what you
think. One said: I don’t think
about dying. It’s the last thing I
want to do. Or: I’m speeding because I have to get there before I
forget where I’m going. Another: I
don’t exercise! It makes my coffee
spill. Or: Of course I talk to myself. Sometimes I need expert advice. Or finally: I’ve reached the
age where my train of thought often leaves the station without me.
Catchy, funny, adds a smile to my
face.
But what if I asked you to make up
a bumper sticker (funny or serious)
that illustrates your purpose for being a part of the LWML or for your
whole life, for that matter. What
would it be? Or maybe you’re in
the senior age group now where
you can’t sense much of a purpose
left for your life. You don’t have
the energy or desire to take on the
leadership tasks you once relished
some years ago. It’s time to step
back and let the younger generation
do it now. Or you’re in the younger generation, and you are so busy
you believe you just don’t have the
time. So you say I couldn’t make

up a bumper sticker, because I
don’t know what to put on it!
Did you wake up this morning? Is
your heart still beating? Are you
able to breathe? Can you see? If
your answer is
“Yes,” then God
still has a purpose
for you! You still
have something
He wants you to
do! You still do have a bumper
sticker to make!! And your task
now is to ask God what is it He has
lined up for you. Too often we, as
Lutherans, like to sit back and bask
in the glow of our salvation, which
is great to a point. We like to quote
St. Paul in Ephesians 2:8-9, where
he says, For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
If we stop there, it really sounds
like there is nothing we can and
should do in our lives. It’s all God
all the time!! When it comes to our
salvation, that is absolutely true!!
We are saved only by God’s grace
(undeserved love), received through
faith, also given us as a gift from
God. Jesus did it all for all people
for all time!!!
BUT, knowing what we do as Lutherans, we must look at the text in
its context! So let’s add verse 10 to
the mix. For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them. Because of what
God has done for us, He also expects something from us. Verse 10
tells us why God leaves us on this
earth, after He brings us to faith.

We are His workmanship (Jerusalem
Bible: works of art). God has
spent a lot of time on us, making
and shaping us to become who He
wants us to be! He leaves us on
this earth because we were created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk
in them. In other words, God didn’t
save us so we could just sit around
and socialize because we no longer
have anything to worry about. Rather, He gives us a reason to be
alive in Christ Jesus and in this
world. He has prepared
“beforehand” things we are to be
doing in and for His kingdom.
Good works! What personality,
talents and skills did God give you
to use for Him and for others? I
can’t tell you what yours are, because everyone is different! (Thank
God!) But you have a reason to be
alive!! God has work for you to do!
No minimum or maximum age limit. No gender or race preference.
If you are alive and a Christian,
God has something for you to be
doing in your life and in LWML.
In Acts 13:36 The Apostle Paul
says something about David that
should motivate and encourage
each one of us. For David, after he
had served the purpose of God in his own
generation, fell asleep and was laid with
his fathers. Wouldn’t it be great to
have that said about you? Make it
your task today to start making up
your own bumper sticker with that
purpose and share it with your
LWML group in your congregation.
Thank God for the gift of salvation
and then get to work!! 
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SCHOLARSHIP CHAIRMAN

Carol Alberts

Newsflash: In case you haven’t
ate, Skylar Smith, will be serving her
heard, our pastoral scholarship recip- DCE Internship at Trinity Lutheran
ient, Joseph Warnke, has received a Church in Navasota, TX. However,
first she will be on
her fourth mission
trip to Mexico. The
mission team serves
alongside the staff
and students at the
Mexican Indian
Training Center
(MITC) located in
Cordoba, Veracruz, Mexico. They
go to different churches in villages
call to serve as Pastor at Christ Our and orphanages to do a mini VacaSavior Lutheran Church in Griffin,
tion Bible School with
GA. It is exciting that he will be
the children there.
serving in our district. His ordinaEmily Butler graduated
tion/installation will be July 16th at
with a bachelor’s of sciChrist Our Savior. His wife, Katheence in elementary educarine, has completed her studies at
tion summa cum laude
Concordia Seminary St. Louis to bewith a minor in theology
come a Deaconess.
and middle school enConcordia University Texas gradudorsements in math, so-

MISSION TRIP COORDINATOR

Have you ever thought about
going on a mission trip?
Have we got one for you!
We're going to Kenya! Just
outside Kisumu, Kenya to be
exact! We'll be working with
Pastor Dennis and Deaconess Lorna Meeker, who run 4kenyaskids.org. While
there, we will be building a mud hut for one of the
women in the village, sprucing up the Ladies' Community Center (actually the living room of one of
the elderly ladies!) and we'll get to play with the
kids and share with them the joy of the Living
Christ!
Cost is $950, which covers hotel, food, transportation and projects in Kenya. Airfare is $850-$1,032,

cial science, and language arts from Concordia University Chicago and graduated as a
Concordia scholar
from the honors program. She is
looking forward to receiving a call to
teach at a Lutheran school.
All three of our graduates have expressed their appreciation to the
members of the LWML FL-GA District for their support throughout
their college/seminary years.
June 1, 2017 is rapidly approaching.
What is so important about that
date? It is the deadline for 20172018 scholarship applications to be
in my hands. Please share this information with any students going into
the LCMS pastoral ministry or professional church work. The application can be found on our website:
www.flgalwml.com 

Scarlet Holcombe

depending on the airport. If you want
to stay for a safari afterwards, that will
be an additional $650. (If you're there,
why wouldn't you go on a safari??!!)
We'll be going January 18-29, 2018 for
the Mission Trip and, if you’re doing the safari, you’ll
be there through February 1. Space is limited to 16
people, so get your name in early! Plus, there will be
a doctor going, so no excuses!
If you'd like me to come and talk to your society
about mission trips, and this one in particular, give me
a call at 404-323-1323 or email me at
scarlet2@mindspring.com. I love to talk mission
trips!!! 

Page 10

Evangel—Summer 2017

YOUR INPUT IS NEEDED!
The LWML FL-GA District delegation will be
voting on all these: Election of officers, Mission grants for the 2017-2019 biennium, and
Bylaw revisions. YOUR voting delegate needs
to hear from you!
Please review the information on these items in
the latest Lutheran Woman's Quarterly OR
online: at www.lwml.org/2017-convention,
scroll down to
"Delegate and District
Information." Send
your thoughts and voting preferences to your
zone president as soon
as you can! Thank you!

ATTENTION

ALL ZONES AND SOCIETIES!!
Make your plans now to send a
Young Woman Representative
(YWR) to the retreat at Villas by
the Sea/Jekyll Island. Plans for
the YWR Program will be made
over the summer and revealed in
the Fall Evangel in August! Just
be sure to mark YWR on their
registration form. 

SERVANT EVENT
Please remember that retreat
registration costs will include
Saturday lunch and dinner only;
all other meals will be on you own.
. 

WHEN YOU GET HUNGRY WHILE ON JEKYLL ISLAND
All villas have a fully equipped kitchen.
If you want to go out—here is a link to restaurants on Jekyll Island
http://www.jekyllisland.com/dining/
Click on the various pictures for more information about the restaurant.
PLEASE NOTE:
There is a $6 fee to enter the island. You can go on and off the island on the same day for that
fee, but if you return the next day, there will be a new $6 fee.
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2017 RETREAT INFORMATION SHEET
LWML FL-GA DISTRICT
VILLAS BY THE SEA – JEKYLL ISLAND, GEORGIA
SEPTEMBER 29 – OCTOBER 1, 2017

“FOR THE LORD IS A GREAT GOD”
is our retreat theme, based on Psalms 95:3-6, For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depth of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. The sea is his, for he made
it, and his hands formed the dry land. Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the
LORD, our Maker!
SPECIAL GUEST: Lizzie, the Comfort Dog, will be our special guest at retreat. Lizzie is one of Lutheran
Charities K-9 Comfort Dogs and currently the only one in the FL-GA District. She is based at Trinity Lutheran Church in Savannah, GA. If you would like to know more about Lizzie, you can follow her on Facebook
on her page – “Lizzie Comfort Dog.”
GIFTS FROM THE HEART: The Gifts from the Heart will be slightly different this time. Please make sure to
spread the word that we will NOT be bringing items to retreat. Our Gifts from the Heart will be three fund
raisers for the “Lutheran Charities K-9 Comfort Dogs.” They are:
1. Lizzie Stuffed Dog – This will be a buy one, give one! You may purchase two (2) beautiful
stuffed dogs for $20 and be able to take one with you and the other will be given to someone
who needs comfort. Or you may purchase one (1) for $10. It will then be donated to someone
who needs comforting.
2. Lizzie’s Kisses – This is a fragrance free chapstick that will also be a buy one give one!
3. Military Coins – This is a beautiful coin that will be given to a military person. Coins are very important to our military personnel. When you purchase one coin for $10 it will be given to someone in the military as a way of saying, thank you for your service.
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RETREAT INFORMATION—CONTINUED
HOUSING: Please remember that these are condos not hotel rooms. ROOM COSTS DO NOT INCLUDE 7%
sales tax; 5% hotel occupancy tax or 5% resort fee! Mini Villa/Studio Villa (sleeps 1-2 people) $109; One bedroom (sleeps 1-2 people) Island side: $119, Oceanside: $129; Two bedroom (sleeps 1-4 people) Island side:
$189, Oceanside: $199; Three bedroom (sleeps 1-6 people) Island side: $229, Oceanside $239. Reservations
will open June 1, 2017. Call Villas by the Sea for your reservation – 800-841-6262. See Floor plans on next
page. View resort online at: www.villasbythesearesort.com/
REFUNDS: Refunds will only be given for cancellations made prior to August 31, 2017. There is a $25 cancellation fee. Please note: The weekend is a package deal; there will be no refunds for anyone who has to
arrive late or leave early.
TRAVEL: The preferred airport will be Jacksonville International Airport in Jacksonville, FL, as it is only one
(1) hour away from Jekyll Island. Transportation will be provided from Jacksonville airport ONLY, but not on
a continuing basis. Please make sure to include your flight information and arrival time on the registration
form, so that plans can be made for transportation to Jekyll Island.
DIRECTIONS: Villas By The Sea is located approximately one and a half hours south of Savannah, GA and
one hour north of Jacksonville, FL. Villas By The Sea is on the north end of Jekyll Island. Traveling on I-95
exit at GA 520E/US-17N. Take GA 520 to Beach View Drive N.
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SOUTHWEST FLORIDA ZONE
Article by Pam Di Sarro—VP, Christian Living ~ Chris Paganes - President
Our zone’s spring rally, co-hosted by Bethlehem and
Christ the King, was held on Saturday, March 18th at
Bethlehem Church, Ft. Myers, FL. Our theme “Here
Am I, Send Me,” was based on Isaiah. 6:8. There
were over 90 ladies in attendance, plus LWML FL-GA
District, VP Mission Grants, Gayle Caruso and her
daughter, Ashley. We had a wonderful time and were
educated on the mission in Haiti. Pastor Nicholas led
us in our Bible study, Three Dimensional Faith.

Save the Date:
Fall Rally—Saturday, October 21, 2017
Faith Lutheran, Naples

SPRING PRAYER CHALLENGE
Everyday please take a moment to say the following
prayer:
Almighty God, You are sovereign. You are Ordainer,
Creator, and Sustainer - all of life is upheld by Your
right hand. Today, I pray for our nation's leaders,
trusting that You are in charge of all the happenings
of this world. Grant our leaders to fear You, to earnestly seek Your face, and to walk in the knowledge
of Jesus' saving work. Change hard hearts and bless
our nation with trusting faith. Amen.
Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 1 John 5:5

Chris Paganes, President; Gayle Caruso,
VP Mission Grants, and her daughter, Ashley.

TROPICAL ZONE
Elaine Stier, President

The happy, smiling ladies from the Lutheran
Church of Nassau, Bahamas, are standing by
the van that they purchased with the help of
an LWML FL-GA District Mission Grant.
They are very thankful to have it!
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EAST CENTRAL GEORGIA ZONE
LaVon Dunker, President
Our zone’s spring rally was held April 22nd at Christ
Lutheran, Perry, GA. We had over 50 people attending, including three pastors who had all served as zone
counselors, two of them had served as zone and district counselors, and one had served as zone, district,
and LWML counselor.
Other special guests were our LWML FL-GA District
President, Trish Aamoth, several first timers, guests
from Thee Lord’s Table (speaker Marva Eckman), and
last but not least, Lizzy, the Comfort Dog, with her
handler, Dawn Brown.

Thee Lord’s Table is a free community hot meal, served
every Friday by Perry Volunteer Outreach. Food for
the body and soul is their mission. Devotions and

prayers are an important part of this ministry. They
were the recipient of our Gifts from the Heart. Our
donations totaled $390 in cash and gift cards, plus,
canned food and paper goods.
Pastor Bernthal received
a stuffed Lizzy because
his birthday was closest
to Lizzy’s. He had it until he discovered a lady
whose birthday was closer and gave little Lizzy to
her. He received a replacement in the mail.
These stuffed Lizzy pups
will be available at the
district retreat.
Thrivent Action Team
cards were used by our host church, Christ Lutheran,
for expenses. This enabled the zone to contribute all
of the registration money to the district’s delegate fund
and also to contribute to the Comfort Dog Ministry.
A Bible Study led by Pastor Dunker, a little business,
and lots of food and fellowship were a part of this day.
We closed with a communion service led by Pastor
Lehenbauer. 

NORTHEAST GEORGIA ZONE
Article by Chris Dehnke — Kathy Conway, President
The Northeast Georgia LWML Zone held their Spring
Rally at Oak Road Lutheran Church, Lilburn, Georgia
on Saturday, April 29. There were thirty-one in attendance and our theme was “One in Christ—Complete Together”
Scarlett Rigsby, the founder of Nothing But The Truth
Ministry, made a presentation about her ministry. Our
Gifts from the Heart donations were for the weekend
food bags for students, which is a large part of this ministry. Puzzle pieces were used throughout the rally as a
visual for the theme. The take-home magnet included
scripture reminders of the theme. 
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GREATER ORLANDO ZONE
Christine Jennison, President
The three LWML Groups at St. Luke’s Lutheran
Church in Oviedo, FL hosted the Greater Orlando
Zone Spring Rally on April 22 in St. Luke’s new
Family Life Center. Attending the rally were several
guests and 64 LWML members from throughout the
zone.

To celebrate the 75th anniversary of LWML there was
a beautiful cake and a memorabilia table displaying
photos and historical information about LWML and
Betty Duda, who served as International LWML President from 1987-1991. A special tribute to Betty was
given by her daughter, Linda Nichols.

The theme “Jesus Christ Above All” was the
basis of the worship service led by Pastor Brian
Roberts and devotion by Brenda Cook. Chris
Jennison, zone president, led the business
meeting.

Gifts from the Heart were items for a project called
Kate’s Hope. Our speaker, Sheryl DeWitt, told how
this project was created in memory of Kate Walsh,
who was a police office in Sanford. The Kate’s Hope
project provides the Sanford Police Department with
comfort backpacks to give to children who are victims of traumatic events. Police Officer, Sanjuanta
Justiniano, a friend of the late Kate Walsh, expressed
what a blessing it is for the officers to have these
backpacks to comfort such children. The cash and
items collected at this rally will be used to prepare 50
purple backpacks to be given to the Seminole County
Sheriff’s Department in June. Pictured below are
Sheryl DeWitt and Officer Justiniano 

Pictured above are our zone officers, left to
right:: Brenda Cook, VP Spiritual Growth;
Chris Jennison, President; Kathy Mc Cartin,
Secretary; Jan Fry, Treasurer; and Ann Lyons,
VP Mission Service
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FIRST COAST ZONE
Sharlene Miers, President
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Jacksonville,
Florida was transformed into the Sweet Life Café
on April 22. Forty-five ladies from the First Coast
Zone gathered to slow down and spend time with
friends, new and old. Upon arrival, everyone was
asked to choose a coffee cup from a table ladened

Retreat Director, Lori Dorman, and Worship Leader,
Chynsia Fowler, and the First Coast Zone ladies

with a variety of choices. After filling them with
coffee or tea, they were asked to find the other ladies with the same mug as theirs...and they became
a group! The ladies savored the sweet grace of our

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ with a some wonderful food and fun games and conversation, as well

as a time of quiet prayer and meditation. The music, praise and worship were uplifting, and the discussions were enlightening.
Cinnamon Pancake
Mixes were put together to give to
those who needed a
sweet reminder of
the grace of God.
And the Lutheran
Food Bank of Camden County was
blessed with boxes
and boxes of food
brought by the ladies, as well as, checks, and many
packages of Cinnamon Pancake Mix made with
love and donated. John 6:35 was brought to life for
all to partake. And a great time was had by all! 

Like us on Facebook.
LWML FLORIDA-GEORGIA DISTRICT
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SARASOTA ZONE
Jean Roehrs, President
The LWML Sarasota Zone Spring Rally was held
April 29 in Sarasota, FL at Beautiful Savior Lutheran
Church. The host pastors led the worship with Rev.
Kuehn preaching and Rev. Leavitt officiating. The
theme for worship and for the rally was “Jesus Christ
Above All” Phil. 2:9. Rev. Kuehn, zone counselor,
also led the Bible Study exploring the various names
in the Bible for God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Peg Henderson, LWML
Gift Planning Advocate

Jessica Kuehn, district Young
Woman Representative to the
LWML convention

Fall Evangel articles are due

August 5, 2017
Send your articles and photos by
the above date to:
Evangel.flga@gmail.com

You will receive a
two-week reminder love note
from your Evangel Editor.

Our guest speakers were Carole Leman, Director of
Development, Agape Flights, and Peg Henderson,
LWML Gift Planning Advocate. Gifts from the Heart
donations were given to Agape Flights, for a total of
$1,141. The LWML Sarasota Zone Fall Rally will be
held at Hope Lutheran Church, Bradenton, November. 4, 2017.

Host unit president, Dolly Morris, presenting
Gifts from the Heart donations to Carole Leman,
Director of Development, Agape Flights.

Friends don’t let friends
miss out on getting all the
LWML FL-GA District news.

Point them to our beautiful website at
www.flga.lwml.com
(Great job, Lois Ford!)
Follow the easy-peasy directions for
how to join a mailing list
in the upper corner.
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LWML FL-GA District

2017 FALL RALLY DATES

DISTRICT PRESIDENT

Trish Aamoth
VP COMMUNICATIONS

Joan Koch
VP MISSION GRANTS

ATLANTA
Faith Lutheran
Marietta, GA
November 4, 2017

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
Faith Lutheran Church
Naples, FL
October 21, 2017

EAST CENTRAL GEORGIA
Trinity Lutheran
Savannah, GA
October 21, 2017

SPACE COAST
Faith “Viera” Lutheran
Rockledge, FL
October 21, 2017

FIRST COAST
TBA
Date: TBA

ST. PETERSBURG
Christ the King
Largo, FL
November 4, 2017

GOLD COAST
Gloria Dei
Davie, FL
Date: October 28, 2017

SUNCOAST
TBA
Date: TBA

Gayle Caruso
VP MISSION SERVICE

Deb Buenrostro
VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Louise Cox
RECORDING SECRETARY

Dorothee Jones
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Linda Peters
TREASURER

Debi Coran
PASTORAL COUNSELOR

Rev. Tod Shouse
PASTORAL COUNSELOR

Rev. Alan Koch

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
ARCHIVIST

Mary Karrick
EVANGEL EDITOR

Lois Rhodes
MEETING MANAGER

Karen Bowers
MEMBERSHIP RESOURCES

Phyllis Derda
NOMINATING

Lori Dorman
SCHOLARSHIPS

Carol Alberts
STRUCTURE

Jean Roehrs
WEBMASTER

Lois Ford
YOUNG WOMAN DEVELOPER

(Open)

GREATER ORLANDO
Grace Lutheran
St. Cloud, FL
Date: November 4, 2017
HEARTLAND
Peace Valley Lutheran Church
Wauchula, FL
Date: December 2, 2017
NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA
Trinity Lutheran
Summerfield, FL
Date: October 21, 2017
NORTHEAST GEORGIA
TBA
Date: TBA
SARASOTA
Hope Lutheran
Bradenton, FL
Date: November 4, 2017
SOUTH PALM BEACH
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Boca Raton, FL
Date: November 11, 2017

TALLAHASSEE
Our Redeemer Lutheran
Lake City, FL
Date: TBA
TAMPA
TBA
Date: TBA
TREASURE COAST
Redeemer Lutheran
Stuart, FL
November 11, 2017
TROPICAL
TBA
Date: TBA
WINTER HAVEN
TBA
Date: TBA
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