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Now thank we all our God,
with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done,
in Whom this world rejoices;
Who from our mothers’ arms
has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.
Oh, may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in His grace,
and guide us when perplexed;
And guard us through all ills
in this world, till the next!
All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,
The Son, and Him Who reigns
with Them in highest Heaven—
The one eternal God,
Whom earth and Heav’n adore;
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the FL-GA District LWML is to share the love of Christ with women of all ages and diversities
and to foster a recognition that the mission field exists both at home and abroad.
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THE PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE
As I write this, I have just returned
from my third weekend in a row
traveling to rallies in Florida. I have
had a wonderful time visiting four
zones, working in a dinner with high
school classmates, and worshiping at
former FL-GA Pastor Counselor
Eric Eichinger’s congregation on All
Saints Day. It was the sermon on
The Beatitudes which made me ponder, on the eight-hour drive home,
how truly blessed I am. Reflecting
on the sermon made me think about
the fact that since I decided to follow God’s Will to serve as LWML
FL-GA District President, He has
poured His Grace over me. I pray
others find this same phenomenon
when following Him. Please, do not
think that this past year has been
easy or uneventful; there have certainly been hard times and tough
decisions with many, many hours of
work involved to fill this role! However, God’s Presence and His Blessings certainly make it all worthwhile.
Since taking office on October 1,
2016, I have been to, in order of
travel: St. Louis; Atlanta; Gainesville,

GA; Eustis, Orlando and Melbourne, FL; St. Louis; Orlando; Tifton and Perry, GA; Orlando; Jekyll
Island; Orlando; Albuquerque; Jacksonville; Jekyll Island; Naples, Davie,
and Fort Lauderdale, FL; Bradenton
and Largo, FL. Fifteen trips! These
trips include: LWML Board meet-

ings; nine zone rallies; LWML Convention; FL-GA District Executive
Committee and Board meetings; district retreat; three trips alone for
Emergent Leader sessions; and sadly, memorial services for Sharlene
Miers and Karen Gott. These lovely
ladies served in many roles with
LWML and will be greatly missed!
When I address
zone rallies, I share
what an honor and
privilege it is to be
there – and it truly
is! I am honored to
be in this position,
and it is a joy to visit with some of
our societies. It was a special joy to
personally present Membership Certificates to two new and one reinstated society! It would be wonderful if we could have more joint
events or if groups would take a day
to travel to another zone rally – just
to see how different rallies can be.
We certainly have truly gifted and
talented ladies in the LWML FL-GA
District! I’ve brought many new ideas back with me to share as the opportunity arises.
It was great to be with two hundred
fifteen of you at the retreat on Jekyll
Island! We were very fortunate that
less than four weeks after a major
hurricane, Villas by the Sea was able
to host us. It is hard to imagine the
effort it took for so much to be
cleaned up and repaired in that short
amount of time. The management
and staff had not been back at work
even two weeks when we began
arriving.
So, with that in mind, I would like to
suggest a couple of things. One, that
even though the catering was less
than desirable, as well as short-

Trish Aamoth
handed, we should
forgive, forget, and let
it go. Secondly, following the lead of
some LWML Executive Committee members at the
2013 LWML in Peoria, when the
serving staff was very short-handed,
they got out of their seats and asked

what could they do to help. At first,
a few of them felt resentful, but as
they went about serving and clearing
plates, they found their joy in serving – not just serving their LWML
sisters, but in serving the servers
themselves! To be honest, after being reminded of this, I feel somewhat red-faced that I didn’t think to
do this while watching two servers
trying to serve two hundred and
twenty dinners. Rest assured, I will
the next time – I pray all of us will!
Think of the impression this kind of
service would leave with the catering
and facility staff! Let us be more like
our Savior who came to serve, not
to be served! 
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VP COMMUNICATIONS

As I sit here
pondering what to
write, it suddenly
struck me that
Advent is only a few short weeks
away. So, what does Advent mean?
Advent is a season in the Christian
year that lasts approximately four
weeks. It starts four Sundays before
Christmas and ends on Christmas
Eve. It is a season of preparation for
Christmas. We are preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus by remembering the longing of the Jews for a
Messiah. During Advent we are reminded of how much we need a Savior and how much we look forward
to our Savior’s birth. The word
“Advent” comes from the Latin
word adventus, which means
“coming” or “visit.”
The color scheme for Advent is a bit
strange. Christmas has typical colors
of red, green, white, silver and gold;
while Advent features purple (or
dark blue) and pink. On an Advent

Joan Koch

wreath you will see a purple (or blue)
candle which signifies seriousness,
repentance and royalty. Pink is the
minor theme of Advent; joy. On the
Advent wreath we light the purple/
blue candles on the first, second and
fourth Sunday. The third Sunday is
pink. This color reminds us that Jesus is coming, and we are joyful
about that.
Have you ever used
an Advent calendar to
mark the coming
days? I can remember as a child opening
the “window” on the
calendar every day.
So, I started wondering about the
Advent calendar. Apparently back in
the 19th century, people would mark
their doors with 24 chalk lines and
marking one off each day. Paper
calendars first became popular in
Germany in the early 1900s; although
people would make their own calendars from the mid-1800s. Did you

know that during
World War II the production of Advent calendars stopped because of a shortage of
cardboard? (A little bit
of trivia!)
When the calendars were first made
there were scenes from the Christmas Story and other Christmas images were used. In the 1950s chocolate
began appearing underneath each
window. I have not used an Advent
calendar in many years, so I started
looking to see what would be in each
window now. I am amazed at how
many different things are put in the
windows. So many “secular” items
and not many Christmas items. But
apparently chocolate is still quite
popular.
As we start the Advent
season, let’s try to remember why we light
those candles on our
wreaths at church and at home. 

FORMAL is probably not the right word to use—but
the message was loud, clear, and filled with a lot of
laughter as the three host zone presidents presented a
skit at the retreat inviting everyone to come to Orlando
for the 2018 LWML FL-GA District Convention.

Make plans now to attend the convention
September 28—30, 2018
Orlando

The three Host Zone Presidents presenting 2018 Convention Skit. Diana Pilsbury— Winter Haven, Phyllis
Derda—Space Coast; and Christine
Jennison—Greater Orlando
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY
We give you but your own,
in any gifts we bring;
all that we have is yours alone,
a trust from you, our King.
May we your bounties thus
as stewards true receive;
and gladly, Lord, as you bless us,
to you our first-fruits give.
We sang this hymn in church a few Sunday’s ago
and it reminded me that as Lutheran Women in
Mission we bring our gifts in the form of mites to
further the work of God’s Kingdom. The ladies of
the LWML FL-GA District are very generous
women.
The retreat offering was $2,461.10. This will go into the Mission Grants Fund. The LCC Comfort
Dogs, recipients of our Gifts from the Heart, received a total of $4,638. Thank you.
With your support, we exceeded our
2019 Host Convention Fund goal.
Thanks to all who have recycled,
purchased the Keep Christ in Christmas magnets, and supported the
2019 Convention Fund in other ways. Your hard
work is truly appreciated.
Our biennium ends on June 30, 2018 so we have
less than eight months to meet our mite goal of

Linda Peters
$175,000. We still have $60,000 to go
before we reach our goal, so keep those
mite checks coming. The LWML FLGA District website will be updated
with the progress.
As I complete my first year as Financial Secretary, I want to thank all of
you for your support and encouragement. As a reminder, so that your checks get
mailed to the right address, use the remittance slip
that is in every issue of the Evangel. The remittance
slip can also be found at flgalwml.com under the
tab Evangel and Fund Remittance. 

DONATION REPORT
On behalf of the LWML FL-GA District, I would like
to report the following donations.:
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In loving memory of Sharlene Miers
 Annie Mann
2019 CONVENTION FUND
 Space Coast Zone
MITES
 Ruth Dishop in honor of her sister-in-law,
Rosemary Hesemann’s birthday

A message from the 2018 LWML FL-GA District Convention
Host Committee Chairman, Jo Crittenden....
We are absolutely sure that there are many LWML ladies
that would LOVE to “Serve the Lord with Gladness” by
serving on the host committee of our 2018 Convention
that will be in Orlando. We would be ever so happy to
have volunteers from every church!!
Please contact me to volunteer or for more information.
Blessings, JoCrittenden@att.net
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VP MISSION GRANTS
“God is so good, God is so good , God is so good ,
He’s so good to me!” I love this song I learned in VBS
many years ago! It comes to mind when I send a Mission Grant Check to one of our Mission Grant recipients and reminds me of how good our God truly is.
One of the mission grants that we are supporting is
The Lutheran Library for the Blind. Since 1943 Lutheran Braille Workers (LBW) has been providing
God’s Word to people who are visually impaired
throughout the world by helping people touch and be
touched by the promises of Jesus. Another grant is
Bigger Wheels for Good Shepherd, Titusville, FL.
They are looking to acquire a bigger van in order to
provide greater opportunities to the children in the
area. The children will be able to participate in the various activities offered such a Vacation
Bible School, Sunday School, and many
other outreach ministries. We are also
supporting Concordia Seminary, St.
Louis Food Bank which provides food

Gayle Caruso
items, personal products, household items,
and cleaning supplies for those who are
preparing for the ministry. Apart from being crucial to the students from a financial
needs standpoint, the Food Bank also is
vital to them spiritually. With food being
removed from their concerns, they are
more able to fully devote their concentration to their
Seminary studies.
As we take time to
be thankful this
holiday season
please remember
our Mission Grants
in your prayers and
keep sending in
your mites! God’s
blessings to you and your family during this blessed
season, as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus
the Christ! O come let us adore Him! 

MISSION GRANT RECIPIENT

GRANT

DISBURSED

BALANCE

$10,000.00

$5,000.00

$5,000.00

10,000.00

2,500.00

7,500.00

5,000.00

3,750.00

1,250.00

4. Brevard Rescue Mission – Casa Carol & Julia’s House

10,000.00

5,000.00

5,000.00

5. NLS Cartridges for the Lutheran Library for the Blind
6. Rebecca’s Garden of Hope 2017 Connecting Congregation

10,000.00

9,916.44

83.56

10,000.00

10,000.00

PAID

7. Support for Completion of Medical Degree, Jacqueline
Neyra

9,900.00

3,000.00

6,900.00

8. LCS Ministry Enhancements at Faith Lutheran Church
and School

7,000.00

7,000.00

PAID

9. Good Shepherd Lutheran Church/School Classroom
(Sarasota, FL)

4,170.00

4,170.00

PAID

10. Bigger Wheels for Good Shepherd (Titusville, FL)

10,000.00

11. Bible Storybooks for Spanish-Speaking Families

8,500.00

8,500.00

PAID

9,622.01
104,192.01

6,000.00
64,836.44

3,622.01
39,355.57

1. Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana
Food and Clothing Co-op to Purchase Food
2. Concordia Seminary, (CSL)
Food Bank (St. Louis, Missouri)
3. Emergency Housing Assistance for Samaritan
Ministries

12. Community Resource Center
Total:

10,000.00
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VP MISSION SERVICE
I have a confession to make…I’m not a dog person,
but please don’t hold that against me. Don’t get me
wrong, I grew up on a farm and we always had a
dog outside which was my dad’s constant companion (along with the other 600 head of hogs!) but
somehow I never made what you would call a “love
connection” with dogs. They were part of a working farm.
When the Retreat Committee came to me and suggested that the Lutheran Church Charity K-9 Comfort Dogs be a possibility as our Gifts from the
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Deb Buenrostro
sold “Lizzie’s Kisses” (unflavored lip
balm) and that total was $30. The grand
total for our Gifts from the Heart collection ended up being $4,638!!! Thank you
to all of you for making this happen and
the Retreat Committee for opening my
eyes to a wonderful new idea!
I would also like to personally thank Lizzie’s handlers –
Karen Monahan and Dawn Brown and Luke’s handlers
– Judy Adams and Beverly Scott. The love in their
hearts for the dogs and for the people they take the
dogs to, is nothing short of amazing. You can definitely see our LORD and Savior at work!

VP Communications, Joan Koch, talking to Lizzie

Heart recipient, I did agree that we needed something different. All I can say now is I think we have
a few dog people out there! Lizzie (the dog in our
District from Trinity Lutheran Church in Savannah,
GA) and Luke (the dog in our District from Christ
the Shepherd Lutheran Church in Alpharetta, GA)
were a VERY big hit!
The total $1,848 monetary
gifts that were collected was
split between the two dogs
evenly ($924 each). Military
coins were sold for Lizzie
and Luke to hand out to
our magnificent military
personnel totaling $250.
Luke sold a total of $549 in stuffed dogs and Lizzie
sold a total of $1,961 in stuffed dogs. Lizzie also

Luke and one of his handlers

Fifty-one of you registered to make the Prayer Rock
for the Servant Event. I hope you, that chose to make
it, are all enjoying it. I also hope you have given the
extra one that you made to someone else who might
need the love and word of God in their life.
It might seem like a long time away but the LWML FLGA District Convention next fall (less than a year
away!) will be here before we know it. I’m ready for
suggestions for the Gifts from the Heart and a Servant
Event. Don’t be worried about what you might suggest…I can handle it. I know that my God is a Great
God and I am loved and forgiven even for not being a
dog person. 
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VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH

When I first joined Facebook several years ago, I was
often disheartened to read complaining, grumbling and
negative posts. I decided I
would post a Bible verse with
the intent that it would perhaps
be uplifting or encouraging to
others. At first I just posted a favorite verse that came
to mind or spoke to me in worship or Bible study class.
Soon however, my daily verse led to my reading the entire chapter and sometimes the entire book of the Bible
that contained my selected verse. Little did I know that
I would be the one uplifted and encouraged in my faith
journey and daily Bible reading! My daily verse has become the centerpiece of my personal quiet time.
Currently I have been posting verses from the Psalms
and it is a fascinating book. Although a songbook, the
psalms cover a wide range of
human emotions and contrasts:
joy and lament, war and peace,
praise and thanksgiving as well
as messianic prophecy. (Ps. 22)
It is really a prayer book that
provides a pattern for worship.
Though written thousands of years ago, I marvel at how
relevant the Psalms are to the challenging times of today’s world and speak to us so directly and personally.
As Luther said about the Psalter, “Everyone in whatever
situation he may be, finds in that situation psalms and
words that fit his case, that suit him as if they were put
there just for his sake, so that he could not put it better
himself, or find or wish for anything better.” I have
found this to be most certainly true!

Louise Cox

notes and/or color in the Psalter which is available from
Concordia Publishing House. My copy is on its way and
I cannot wait to begin reflecting upon, responding to,
and praying the psalms in color!

SOME PSALM FUN FACTS








Psalms is perhaps the most widely used book in the
entire Bible.
Psalm 117 with just two verses is the shortest Psalm.
Psalm 119 with 176 verses is the longest.
The book of Psalms is in the middle of the Bible.
Psalm 118:8 is the exact center of the Bible as there
are 594 chapters before this verse and 594 chapters
after this verse; 594 x 2= 1188.
The center verse in the Bible is Psalm 118:8. That
verse says, It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to
trust in man. Coincidence? I think not!

Sharing a scripture verse from my
daily Bible reading time sets the
tone for my day. It is not a chore
for me to spend time with the
Lord; it is a blessing! I make my
quiet time a priority. I look forward to this special time with my
Creator and my day is “off kilter” until I have studied
and posted my verse. I have become closer to God and
more focused on Him in my daily spiritual walk and
prayers.

How are you doing with your daily devotional time? If
you are looking for some great devotional material, may
“For the LORD is a great God and a great King above I suggest the Psalms, but whatever you choose to study,
all gods,” Psalm 95:3, was the theme verse of our recent be in the Word daily. “See to it that you fasten your attention on God’s Word and stay in it, like an infant in
LWML FL-GA District retreat at Jekyll Island. Every
the cradle. If you let it go for one moment, you have
one of the 150 Psalms contains some note of praise to
our Great God. A personal take-away from the retreat fallen away from the truth.” (Martin Luther, “What Luther Says”) 
for me was speaker Eden Keefe’s suggestion to write
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C OUN S E LOR ’ S C OR N E R

J R. CO U NS E LO R — Rev. Ala n Ko c h

YOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER HAD IT WRONG!!
Jesus was born in a house. Does
that shock you? It shocked me
when I found out. After all the Sunday School pictures showing the
Holy Family in a barn or a cave, and
after hearing how awful that Innkeeper was in not letting Mary and
Joseph into the inn in Bethlehem, I
was sure that He was born anywhere but a house.
Jesus was born
in Bethlehem,
right? Right!
Bethlehem
was not on a
Roman road,
and therefore
historians tell us that there would
be no inn in Bethlehem, period.
Inns were only found on Roman
roads, they tell us. Second, the Jewish customs of the time would have
dictated that since Mary and Joseph, both descendants of David,
would have had relatives in Bethlehem, those relatives would have
had to show hospitality to the couple and the pending birth. Some
relative therefore would have put
them up no matter what!
Well then, how about the passage
that says, “She wrapped him in
cloths and placed him in a manger,
because there was no room for
them in the inn.” Jesus was born in
a manger! Historians tell us that
the houses of the poorer people of
the time were one room lodgings.
There were, however, two levels;
one that was three or four feet
higher than the other. The family
lived on the higher level and all
family activities took place there. It
would be mostly open, but it most
likely had a small guest room
walled off with a framed type structure or with curtains to give some

privacy to visitors of the family.
The lower level was long and narrow; a place where the animals
were kept at night so that they
couldn’t be stolen, and where, especially in the winter, they could
supply heat to the house to keep it
warmer. The manger in which Jesus was born was in this section of
the house. So yes, He was born
where the animals were kept.
What then about the term “Inn”? If
one looks up the Greek word translated “Inn,” one finds more than
one definition. “Inn” is only one
possibility. Another possible translation is “guestroom”!! With all the
relatives coming to register for
Caesar Augustus’ census, by the
time Mary and Joseph arrived in
Bethlehem, all the guestrooms of
their relatives were filled! Therefore, the only place the welcoming
relatives had to offer the couple
was the area inhabited by the animals. And it was offered and, obviously, taken!!
Besides, what does the Gospel of
Matthew say about the visit of the
Wise Men?
“When they saw
the star, they
rejoiced exceedingly with great
joy. And going into the house they
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.” They didn’t go into a
cave or a barn. They went into the
house! Although many have rationalized that away, because they
say the Wise Men came significantly later and by that time Joseph and
Mary had found a place to live, that
is not an explanation. The text
doesn’t say they came later. The
text’s only reference to time is the

atrocity of Herod in
killing all boy babies
in Bethlehem two
years old and under.
That was merely to
assure Herod that he had “got him”!
It has nothing to do with when the
Wise Men arrived. It only has to do
with Herod’s insanity by this time
in his life, the same insanity that
saw him kill one of his wives and
two of his sons, because he thought
they were also plotting to take the
throne from him!!
Therefore, the poor Innkeeper, who
has been bashed for many, many
years, because he didn’t make a
place for Mary to have her baby,
and maligned in many Sunday
School pageants, doesn’t really exist!! Mary had the best that was
available at the time from her relatives! A good thing was happening
here, not a bad thing! Jesus was
born among relatives and friends,
and Mary had all the support she
needed from the females in the
family there in Bethlehem!!
The most important thing, though,
is that Jesus was born!!! And He
was born for you and for me. God
took on flesh and lived with us for a
little while. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-even death on a cross! Philippians
2:8 But when the time had fully
come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under law, to redeem
those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Galatians 4:4-5.
Now, THERE’S a
Christmas
present!!
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MISSION TRIP COORDINATOR

Scarlet Holcombe

WARNING!

RIGHT TIME
TO GO ON A MISSION TRIP,

Januar y
IS JUST
AROUND
THE CORNER!

Isaiah 6:8 is one of my favorite
verses...Then I heard the voice of
the Lord saying, "Whom shall I
send? And who will go for us?"
And I said, "Here am I. Send
me!" And what better way to
answer that call than by going on
a mission trip? Mark your calendars for January 18-29, 2018 for
a mission trip to Kisumu, Kenya!
Pastor Dennis and Deaconess Lorna Meeker, who
run 4kenyaskids.org, will be our leaders and mentors. We will be doing some construction, building
a mud hut for one of the women in the village,
sprucing up the Ladies' Community Center, and
working on the water system with Jim Brockmann. Plus, there will be plenty of time to play
with the kids and teach them about the awesome
love of Jesus, as well as see this beautiful country!
Cost is $950/person, which covers hotels, food, transportation and projects in Kenya. Spouses are more

than welcome!! Airfare depends on the airport you're
flying out of. If you want to stay for a safari afterwards (as long as you're there, might as well!!), it will
be an additional $650 and you would stay until February 1. Space is limited to 16, and we're almost halfway there. There is not a deadline date for participation in this trip, however, the trip will be closed once
the maximum of 16 team members has been reached.
There will be a doctor on the trip, as well as other
medical professionals, so no excuses!
If you'd like me to come to your society and talk
about mission trips in general, and this one in particular, please call me at 404-323-1323 or email
me at scarlet2@mindspring.com.
Scarlet's my name,
Mission Trips are my game!!
I'd love to come and talk to you!! 
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SCHOLARSHIP CHAIRMAN

Carol Alberts

For this issue, I would like
to feature one of our scholarship recipients, Alec
Fisher, who has recently
been ordained. On August
13, 2017, he was ordained
and installed as Pastor of
First Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Odenton, MD.
Pastor Alec was born and
raised in Tampa, FL. He
studied Judaism, World Religion, History, and Anthropology at the University of Florida in Gainesville, FL. Pastor Dan Prugh, former Associate Pastor
of First Lutheran Church, Gainesville, FL was his
campus pastor, and preached at his ordination. He is
currently writing a thesis on Ninth century Greek/
Latin New Testament manuscripts. Pastor Alec and
his wife Rachel have two children, Adeline and Jack.

News about two of our current
scholarship/love gift recipients:
The Concordia Seminary’s magazine Spotlight contained an article about one of our
scholarship recipients, Josh LeBorious,
and his father Pete LeBorious, one of our Love Gift
recipients. Check it out on this link or the link on
Concordia Seminary’s Twitter page of November 5th:
https://www.csl.edu/2017/10/father-son-startseminary-journey-together/.
Please keep all our scholarship recipients in your
prayers as they finish up their first term of the school
year, travel home for the
holidays, and return to
tackle the second term.
Checks for the second
term will be issued in
January. 

We wish you a Christmas filled with
the wonder of the birth of Christ,
the warmth of the holiday spirit,
and the love of family and friends.

With Love,
From the LWML FL-GA District Board of Directors
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Luke
Gladness means different things to
different individuals.

Bouquet at Memorial Service
representing all our LWML sisters
we lost this year. Two white flowers
were for two past district presidents.

Washed out walkway to beach at sunrise
service. Beautiful view!

Purple flowers outside Villas
office door. Do you think
they really planted them just
for the LWML?
WE DID!

Lizzie

Catching up on
Girl Talk

Saturday night dinner—also known as
The night the lights went out in Georgia
Katie and Martin Luther interviewed the
LWML FL-GA District Board of Directors
about what they do and how busy they are.
(Lori Dorman and Pastor Tod Shouse)
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How to make a
paper cutout
Lutheran Rose
Kelly Klages is a very talented
young Lutheran women artist from Canada who
designed a pattern for a paper cutout Lutheran
Rose. We have her permission to print this information in the Evangel.
Click on the following link to get the pattern.
https://lutheranarts.wordpress.com/2015/10/22/h
ow-to-make-a-luther-rose-paper-snowflake-cut-out/
In the first paragraph you will see a bright blue—
Here are the instructions! Click on that link.
Have fun!
Be sure to take the time to Google her name and
see her fantastic artwork. It’s amazing!
What a wonderful God given talent!

How to Get Your

FREE

Evangel!
Go online to the LWML
FL-GA District website at

www.flgalwml.com

Follow the directions in
the upper left-hand
corner of the website.
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SUNCOAST ZONE
Darlene Keck, President—submitted by Judy Ward
It was a very purple day on October 8 at Forest Oaks
Lutheran Church in Spring Hill, FL. The congregation
celebrated LWML Sunday with many of our members,
both men and women, dressed in purple. The women
of the congregation participated in the entire service
“Be Ready” written by Rev. Dr. Lawrence R. Rast, Jr.
The service opened with a brief video on the history of
the LWML followed by a skit entitled, “Then, Now,
and Beyond” featuring Pastor Fischer and Bonnie
Wright, president of our Women’s Guild, discussing
the LWML.

A banner, made by Mary Lou Kading, was carried during the processional hymn. Pastor Fischer introduced
Judy Ward, the current and first female president of
our congregation, who then recognized the women in
leadership roles at Forest Oaks as well as those women
who serve in the many church organizations and activities. Two additional skits were provided throughout
the service. One was entitled, “A Girl Has No Name,”
during which Pastor Fischer and Judy Ward talked
about nameless women in the Bible, whom God used
for His purposes. The sermon skit, entitled
“Reforming Women,” involved a discussion between
Pastor Fischer and Norma Karpiscak about the women
of the Reformation. (The skits can be viewed online
through our Website at www.forestoakslutheran.com.
Click on Video Sermons.) A second video on the new

LWML logo was shown prior to the closing hymn.
Following the service, we celebrated the 75th anniversary of the LWML with a beautiful cake and refreshments in our fellowship hall. 
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SPACE COAST ZONE
Phyllis Derda—President, Submitted by Ruth Nichols
The first annual Fall Festival Bazaar at Risen
Savior Lutheran Church in Palm Bay, FL was
held in late October. Every Tuesday, for most of
the year, eight to twelve women met to make
items for our bazaar. We are the only church in
the area that makes all our own items and do
not use outside vendors. There was a chili and
bratwurst dinner Thursday evening.

The bazaar raised a little over
$10,000.00, most of which will
be gifted to worthy charities. We
plan to do it all again next year!

Evangel—Winter 2017
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EAST CENTRAL GEORGIA ZONE
LaVon Dunker, President,
Twenty-five ladies, two husbands, and two pastors
gathered in the fellowship hall of Trinity Lutheran,
Savannah for a breakfast of German food before
starting East Central Georgia Zone’s Fall Rally.
Our theme, “The Woman God Sees Is the Woman in
Whom He Delights” (Isaiah 62:4) was carried out in
our devotions, Bible Study, and worship service.
During our business session, we shared our memories
of the LWML Convention in Albuquerque, NM, and
the LWML FL-GA
District Retreat at
Jekyll Island. We
had five ladies
from our zone that
attended the
LWML Convention and thirtythree folks that attended and worked
at the retreat.
We encouraged all
the societies to plan
to attend the 2019
LWML Convention in Mobile and
volunteer to work on a committee.

Lori Dorman. District Nominating Chairman, spoke
to us about her committee. We look forward to hearing more from her.
Our Gifts from the Heart went to Old Savannah City
Mission. They work with “Friends” (homeless, just
out of prison people, and recovering addicts).

Lizzy, the comfort dog from Trinity Lutheran in Savannah, GA, was present also. The money raised
from the sale of the little stuffed dogs is used to
support her mission.
Our Spring 2018 rally will be April 21, 2018 at
Mount Calvary, Warner Robins.

Like us on Facebook.
LWML FLORIDA-GEORGIA DISTRICT
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SOUTHWEST ZONE
Christine Paganes —President, submitted by Pam Di Sarro, VP Christian Life
Our Fall Rally was held Saturday, October 21st and
Our Gifts from the Heart recipient was ECHO, which
was hosted by Faith Lutheran Church. It was a beauti- is an information hub for development practitioners
ful day with 89 women in attendance and seven
around the world.
guests. The theme was: “Faith: The Gift of God” was
based on Ephesians 2:8: For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.

Trish Aamoth, our District President, was in attendance and shared some district information with our
ladies.

The Worship and Bible Study were focused on the celebration of the 500th Anniversary of The Reformation.
Pastor Donald Treglown led the Worship Service and
Pastor Samuel Maconachy led the Bible Study.

The luncheon was a celebration of the 75th Anniversary of LWML!! A traditional German fare was
served family style. It was prepared by Faith Chef,
Quinten Grier and served by Faith men: Kurt Johnson,
Jared Nurenberg, Steve Nurenberg, and Dean Peck.
The Lord blessed us with a lovely day of worship,
knowledge, and fellowship with our sisters in Christ.

Evangel—Winter 2017
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SARASOTA ZONE
Sandy Weiden, President,

Pastor Todd and Jessie Kuhen
as Martin and Katie Luther

GOLD COAST ZONE
Carol Jones, President,

KAREN GOTT
I was asked to write
an article about
Karen Gott, who
was known and
loved by all. She was my LWML
driving buddy, roommate, mentor, Bible study partner, and loving friend. We always laughed
that our work was not done until
God told us it was done. God has
spoken.
It is with a heavy heart that I report the passing of our LWML
Sister, Karen Gott, on October
22, 2017. Karen was a member
of Shepherd of the Coast Lutheran Church in Fort Lauderdale,
serving as their LWML Society
President. Karen also served as
Gold Coast Zone President and

fulfilled the appointed term of
Membership Chairman for our
District. As a friend, I thank God
for giving me the opportunities to
work together in all levels of
LWML through our 20 years of
fun, laughter, and friendship.
Karen Gott pledged fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love
and His blood-bought gift of redemption, she dedicated herself
to Him with all that she was and
had; and in obedience to His call
for workers in the harvest fields,
she pledged to Him and LWML
her willing service wherever and
whenever He needed her. Karen
consecrated to our Savior her
hands to work for Him, her feet
to go on His errands, her voice to

sing His praises,
her lips to proclaim His redeeming love, her
silver, and her
gold to extend His Kingdom, her
will to do His will, and every
power of her life to the great task
of bringing the lost and the erring
into eternal fellowship with Him.
Please join me in thanking God
for blessing LWML FL-GA District with Karen’s service, laughter, friendship, and love. LWML
thanks Karen for her service and
looks forward to seeing her again
celebrating God’s gift of eternal
life.
LWML Sisters for Life,
Nancy Hughes
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2017—2018 RALLY DATES
LWML FL-GA District
DISTRICT PRESIDENT

Trish Aamoth
VP COMMUNICATIONS

Joan Koch
VP MISSION GRANTS

Gayle Caruso
VP MISSION SERVICE

Deb Buenrostro
VP SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Louise Cox
RECORDING SECRETARY

Dorothee Jones
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Linda Peters
TREASURER

Debi Coran
PASTORAL COUNSELOR

Rev. Tod Shouse
PASTORAL COUNSELOR

Rev. Alan Koch

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
ARCHIVIST

Mary Karrick
EVANGEL EDITOR

Lois Rhodes
MEETING MANAGER

Karen Bowers
MEMBERSHIP RESOURCES

Phyllis Derda
NOMINATING

Lori Dorman
SCHOLARSHIPS

Carol Alberts
STRUCTURE

Jean Roehrs
WEBMASTER

Lois Ford
YOUNG WOMAN DEVELOPER

Darla Schulte

ATLANTA
Living Faith
Cumming, GA
Date: April (TBD), 2018

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
Marco Lutheran Church
Marco Island, FL
Date: March 17, 2018

EAST CENTRAL GEORGIA
Mt. Calvary
Warner Robins, GA
Date: April 21, 2018

SPACE COAST
Christ Lutheran Church
Cape Canaveral, FL
Date: April 14, 2018

FIRST COAST
TBA
Date: TBA

ST. PETERSBURG
Faith Lutheran
Dunedin, FL
Date: April 7, 2018

GOLD COAST
TBA
Date: TBA
GREATER ORLANDO
TBA
Date: TBA
HEARTLAND
Peace Valley Lutheran Church
Wauchula, FL
Date: December 2, 2017
NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA
Good Shepherd
Chiefland, FL
Date: April 21, 2018
NORTHEAST GEORGIA
TBA
Date: TBA
SARASOTA
Lutheran Church of the Cross
Port Charlotte, FL
Date: April 21, 2018
SOUTH PALM BEACH with
TREASURE COAST
Trinity Lutheran
Ft. Pierce, FL
Date: April 14, 2018

SUNCOAST
TBA
Date: TBA
TALLAHASSEE
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Lake City, FL
Date: April 28, 2018
TAMPA
TBA
Date: TBA
TREASURE COAST with
SOUTH PALM BEACH
Trinity Lutheran
Ft. Pierce, FL
Date: April 14, 2018
TROPICAL
TBA
Date: TBA
WINTER HAVEN
Grace Lutheran Church
Winter Haven, FL
Date: January 20, 2018
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