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“Chasing After the Wind” 

12 I the Preacher have been king 
over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 And 
I applied my heart to seek and 
to search out by wisdom all 
that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy business that God has given to the children 
of man to be busy with.14 I have seen everything that is done under the sun, and 
behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind. 15 What is crooked cannot be made 
straight, and what is lacking cannot be counted. 16 I said in my heart, "I have acquired 
great wisdom, surpassing all who were over Jerusalem before me, and my heart has 
had great experience of wisdom and knowledge." 17 And I applied my heart to know 
wisdom and to know madness and folly. I perceived that this also is but a striving after 
wind. For in much wisdom is much vexation, and he who increases knowledge 
increases sorrow. (Ecclesiastes 1:12-18 ESV) 
 

➢ The author’s identity. (vs. 12) 
____________ over Israel 

o In Jerusalem. 

 “Solomon (the son of the king and prophet David), a king more honored 
and a prophet wiser than anyone else, speaks to the whole assembly of 
God.” – Gregory Thaumauturgos (A.D. 213 – 270)  

➢ The author’s task. (vs. 13a, 17) 
o Applied my____________ to seek and search out wisdom.  

19 And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 
merry."' 20 But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have 
prepared, whose will they be?' (Luk 12:19-20 ESV) 
 
9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it? 10 "I the LORD 
search the heart and test the mind, (Jer 17:9-10 ESV) 
12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division 
of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
(Heb 4:12 ESV) 

o Applied my heart to know: 
▪ ____________ 
▪ Folly 

 
➢ The author’s impression.  (vs. 13b, 15,16) 

o It’s an unhappy business.  
o Things are bent and ____________.  
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o It’s a chasing after the ____________.  
o All is vanity.  

 

➢ The author’s experience. (vs. 14 – 16)  
o I’ve seen it all.  
o I’ve acquired great ____________. 
o I’ve had a lot of experience.  

And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding beyond measure, and breadth of mind like the sand 
on the seashore, 30 so that Solomon's wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all the people of the east and all 
the wisdom of Egypt. 31 For he was wiser than all other men, wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, and 
Heman, Calcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol, and his fame was in all the surrounding nations. 32 He 
also spoke 3,000 proverbs, and his songs were 1,005. 33 He spoke of trees, from the cedar that is in 
Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of the wall. He spoke also of beasts, and of birds, and of reptiles, 
and of fish.34 And people of all nations came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and from all the kings of 
the earth, who had heard of his wisdom. (1Ki 4:29-34 ESV) 

13 The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole 
duty of man. (Ecc 12:13 ESV) 

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will 
be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea 
that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything 
from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. (Jam 1:5-8 ESV) 

 
➢ The author’s initial _____________. (vs.18 b) 

o Increase in ______________.  

4 Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it altogether. 5 You hem me in, behind 
and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain it. (Psa 139:4-6 ESV) 

3 He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from 
whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he has borne our griefs 
and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was 
pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 
brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. (Isa 53:3-5 ESV) 
 
28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works 
within me.  (Col 1:28-2:1 ESV) 

 
This world is not as it should be 
But the Savior opens eyes to see 

All that's beautiful and true 
Oh may His light fill all you are 

And the jewel of wisdom crown your heart 
This is my prayer for you – Kristyn Getty 

 
 


