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TOILING FOR JOY 

Night 2: Nothing New, May 31, 2020 

John Blackmon 

Meansville Baptist Church 

 

 “The days of men are like the grass: today it is 
sown, tomorrow it is grown, then it is mown, blown, then gone.” – Charles Spurgeon 

Verse 12: So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. (Psa 
90:12 ESV) 

➔ Ecclesiastes is a ____________ book.  
 

➔ Central Author: 

 

➔ Central Question: 
 
 

26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or 
what shall a man give in return for his soul? (Mat 16:26 ESV) 

➔ Central Purpose: 

 

Text: 

The words of the Preacher, the son of 
David, king in Jerusalem. 

2 Vanity  of vanities, says the 
Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is 
vanity. 
3 What does man gain by all the toil at 
which he toils under the sun? 
4 A generation goes, and a generation 
comes,   but the earth remains forever. 
5 The sun rises, and the sun goes down, 
and hastens to the place where it rises. 
6 The wind blows to the south 
    and goes around to the north; 
around and around goes the wind,and 
on its circuits the wind returns. 
7 All streams run to the sea, 
    but the sea is not full; 

to the place where the streams flow, 
there they flow again. 
8 All things are full of weariness; 
    a man cannot utter it; 
the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor 
the ear filled with hearing. 
9 What has been is what will be, 
    and what has been done is what will 
be done, and there is nothing new under 
the sun. 
10 Is there a thing of which it is 
said,  “See, this is new”? It has 
been already in the ages before us. 
11 There is no remembrance of former 
things, nor will there be any 
remembrance of later things yet to be 
    among those who come after. 
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➔ Central Thought: There is nothing ____________ under the sun.  

 

 
➔ Tonight’s portion is a reflective ____________ on the ebbs and flows 

of life, time, and the generations that come and go.  

Central pictures:  

o Like the ___________. 
 
 

o Like the ___________.   
 

 
o Like the ___________and the streams.  

 
➔ Where else in scripture do we read about these things? 

Psalm 95:5 The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land. (Psa 
95:5 ESV) 

Psalm 19:1 To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.  
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 

2 Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 
3 There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. 

4 Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 
 In them he has set a tent for the sun, 

5 which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like a strong man, runs 
its course with joy. 

6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, and there is 
nothing hidden from its heat. (Psa 19:1-6 ESV) 

 

➔ God ____________. 

54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, (Luk 1:54 ESV) 

 

➔ One day, though, things will be made ____________.  

And he who was seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." (Rev 
21:5 ESV) 

 


