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12 My son, beware of anything beyond these. Of making many books there is no end, and much study is a 
weariness of the flesh. (Ecc 12:12 ESV) 

 

“The truest book.” – Herman Melville 

“Ecclesiastes is a book for everyone.” – Tony Merida 

“This book is one of the most difficult books in all of scripture, one that no one has ever mastered.” 

– Martin Luther 

“The writer sounds so modern because he vividly captures the despair of a world without God.” – 

Tremper Longman 

 

Questions 4 Questions: Where do we come from? Why are we here? What is right/wrong – moral? 

Where are we going?   

 

There are ______ questions in the book of Ecclesiastes. .  

 

The Central Question:  The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 

 2 Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 

 3 What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun? (Ecclesiastes 1:1-3 ESV) 

 

TITLE  ֶלת   Qohelet (Ecc 1:1 WTT) קֶֹהֶ֣

What does that mean? 

 

AUTHOR 

 

1. Holy Spirit.   

 

2. The traditional view: 
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DATE 

 

• The reign/time of Solomon ____________ Century BC. 

• Finalized by____________ BC – because of some of the vocabulary used and because of its 

presence at Qumran.  

 

GENRE 

 

➔ ____________, along with Proverbs, Job, parts of Psalms 

 

Biblical wisdom is to ______________ ______________.  

 
28 And he said to man, 'Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is 

understanding.'" (Job 28:28 ESV) 

 

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding. His 

praise endures forever! (Psa 111:10-112:1 ESV) 

 

7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. (Pro 1:7 ESV) 

 

33 The fear of the LORD is instruction in wisdom, and humility comes before honor. (Pro 15:33 ESV) 

 

 
13 The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty 

of man.14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil. (Ecc 

12:13-14 ESV) 

Aside from this, the writer affirms: 

• God is the giver of all good gifts. (2:26) 

• God is sovereign over everything. (7:13 – 14) 

• God is our Creator. (12:1) 

• God is the one to whom we owe our existence. (12:7) 

 

PURPOSE 

 

The book of Ecclesiastes is a quest to answer the question what is the ____________ of life and 

how does one stay grounded in this life? 

 

Where can I find ultimate ____________? 
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Philip Ryken lists four reasons for studying Ecclesiastes in his book Why Everything Matters: The 

Gospel in Ecclesiastes: 

• This book helps us to ask the biggest and hardest questions people still have today. 

• This book helps us to worship the one true God. 

• This book helps us to live for God and not only for ourselves.  

• This book helps us to be honest about the troubles of life. 

 

John Wesley wrote his reflections on preaching Ecclesiastes: “Never before had I so clear a sight 

either of its meanings or beauties. Neither did I imagine, that the several parts of it were in so 

exquisite a manner connected together, all tending to prove the grand truth, there is no happiness 

out of God.”  

 

THEMES TONIGHT, THROUGHOUT THE BOOK 

 

Ecclesiastes by Numbers: 

• Meaningless – hebel _____ times.  

 

Psalm 39:5 – 6 Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, and my lifetime is as nothing before you. 

Surely all mankind stands as a mere breath! Selah Surely a man goes about as a shadow! Surely for nothing 

they are in turmoil; man heaps up wealth and does not know who will gather!  

 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 

revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the 

creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the 

creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. (Rom 8:18-21 ESV) 

 

• Under the Sun –__________ times  

 

Similar to other phrases in Ecclesiastes, “under heaven” (2:3, 3:1) and “on earth” (5:2, 7:20, 8:14, 16, 

11:2)  

 

• Joy  

 

 

“Being too proud to enjoy the enjoyable is a very ugly shortcoming, and one that calls for 

immediate correction. Let it be acknowledged that, as I had to learn long ago, discovering 

how under God ordinary things can bring joy is the cure for cynicism.”- J.I. Packer 
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behold, something greater than Solomon is here. (Mat 12:42 ESV) 

 

 As we turn to the NT, we see that Jesus Christ is the one who redeems us from the vanity, the 

meaninglessness under which the writer suffered. Jesus redeemed us from a meaninglessness world 

by subjugating himself to it. Jesus is the son of God, but nonetheless he experienced the vanity of 

the world so he could free us from it. As he hung on the cross, his own father deserted him. At this 

point, he experienced the frustration of the world under curse in a way that the writer could not 

even imagine. “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us.” 

As a result, Christians can experience deep significance precisely in those areas where the writer felt 

most oppressed. Jesus has restored meaning to wisdom, labor, love, and life. After all, by facing 

death, Jesus conquered the biggest fear facing the writer. He showed that for believers death is not 

the end of all meaning, but the entrance of the very presence of God. – Tremper Longman 

 

 


