
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a Little While 

John Blackmon  Meansville Baptist Church December 26, 
2021 

NT Ref: Luke 2:1 – 20, 12:32; John 21:15 – 19; Rom. 8:10; 1 Thess. 

4:16 – 18; James 3:1, 4:7; Rev. 6:10 – 11 Old Testament: “The Lord 

is my Shepherd” Psalm 23; “I will be their Shepherd”  Ezekiel 34; The 

Lamb for the Sheep, Isaiah 53:6 - 7 New Testament: “The Good 

Shepherd” John 10: 1 – 18; “Parable of the Lost Sheep” Matthew 

10:12 – 14, Luke 10:1 – 6; Additional texts: Isaiah 40:11; 1 Peter 2:5; 

Revelation 7:17  

TEXT: 1 Peter 5:1 – 11  So I exhort the elders among you, as a 
fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a 
partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the 
flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you;[b] not for 
shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your 
charge, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief 
Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of 
glory. 5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the 
elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one 
another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so 
that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties 
on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. 
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing 
that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your 
brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a 
little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and 
establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

In this text, the Apostle Peter admonishes the 

elders/undershepherds in the church to be faithful and for the 

flocks to take heed of pastoral care while they all await the 

__________ of the Great Shepherd.  

➔ The Great Shepherd is returning to bring relief to His 

undershepherds and to give __________ to His 

flocks.  

 

➔ What is “just a little while”?  

 

➔ Why Shepherds? 

 

 

➢ An undershepherd is entrusted with 

the___________ of the flock for the Great 

Shepherd.  

 

• Shepherd 

o Exercise Oversight Willingly 

 

o Eagerly  

• Be an _________ (not domineering,  

• __________ 

 “I know the vanity of your heart, and that you will feel 

mortified that your congregation is very small, in comparison 

with those of your brethren around you; but assure yourself on 

the word of an old man, that when you come to give an account 

of them to the Lord Christ, at his judgment-seat, you will think 

you have had enough.”  - John Brown 

➔ The chief job of the undershepherd is to always be 

pointing to the Chief Shepherd.  

 

➢ The Great Shepherd will __________to 

relieve the undershepherd because He cares for 

the flock.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+5&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30451b


10 Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules 

for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense 

before him. 11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will 

gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, 

and gently lead those that are with young. (Isa 40:10-11 ESV) 

John 10:1 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold 
by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 
 2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the 
gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his 
own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his 
voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they 
do not know the voice of strangers." 6 This figure of speech Jesus used with 
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 7 So Jesus 
again said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 
All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen 
to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will 
go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 11 I am the 
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the 
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them.  13 He flees because he is a hired hand and 
cares nothing for the sheep.  14 I am the good shepherd. I know my 
own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.  16 And I have other sheep 
that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 
voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father 
loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again.18 No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to 
lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have 
received from my Father." (Joh 10:1-18 ESV) 

 

"Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to 

give you the kingdom. (Luk 12:32 ESV) 

 

➢ Until the great shepherd appears, the flock 

needs to take ___________. 

 

▪ Be subject.  

 

▪ Be humble . 

 

▪ Be prayerful. (Don’t be anxious) 

 

▪ Be watchful.  

 

▪ Be hopeful.  

 

▪ Be __________. 

 

 

➢ When the Chief Shepherd appears, suffering 

will be __________ for the cared-for flock.  

 

o He will redeem. 

 

o He will return  

 

o He will receive his sheep. 

 

o He will __________. 

 

For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 

and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God 

will wipe away every tear from their eyes." (Rev 7:17 ESV) 

O Jerusalem My Happy Home, William Burkitt, 1693 

Reach down, reach down thine arm of grace, 

And cause me to ascend 

Where congregations ne'er break up, 

And Sabbaths have no end. 

 

 

 

 


