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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, dead, and buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
 
 
 
 
 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
     
 
 
 
 
 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Fr. J. Wesley Evans 2017 

The Christian Faith  Page 1 

Part One: I Believe in God 

Our Connection to God 

God made us in his ____________, which means we have ____________ over creation 

To fulfill this and to have a relationship with our Creator, we also have the ability to: 

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

 4.  

 5.  

This also places us between two worlds as both ____________ and 

____________ creatures. 

 

 

 

 

 

What it means to have Faith 

The three levels of faith are: 

 1. When we ____________ Jesus is claimed to be Lord and Savior (Acknowledging the Content) 

 2. When we ____________ that Jesus truly is Lord and Savior (Assenting to it as True) 

 3. When we ____________ in Jesus as our Lord and Savior (Personal Trust) 

It’s not enough to just understand the claims of Jesus, nor enough to just accept they are true, but we are called to give our 

allegiance to him and become his ____________ — to be a ____________ of Jesus, and not just a fan! 

What about our questions? No Christian has everything figures out so we will continue to have questions. The important 

rule to remember is that ____________ seeks ____________ , not the other way around. It’s not necessary to have all our 

questions answered before trusting Jesus, instead we trust Jesus knowing eventually we will know the answers. 

Then God said, "Let us make humankind in 
our image, according to our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth." 
Genesis 1:26  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

V: Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
R: I do. 
V: Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
R: I do 
 
Book of Common Prayer p.302-303 

But is he your King? 
 
It’s easy to think that being a Christian is about following primarily the teachings of Jesus. But Jesus doesn't give us the 
option of separating his teachings from himself. He’s not just one of several great religious teachers, but truly Lord and 
God. Faith isn’t just about believing the truth of certain information but about allegiance and trust of the person. An 
American may acknowledge that Elizabeth is the Queen of England, but she’s not “our Queen”. Coming to Jesus isn’t just 
acknowledging him as a king, but our saying “and he’s my King”. 



 

 

 

The Triune God 

God is ____________ , not an impersonal force or energy. 

God isn’t just the greatest being that exists, God IS ____________ , and so God IS ____________ , ____________ , and 

____________ in that he is the ultimate source of those things and all that exists. 

God is also omni-____________ , or ____________ , omni-____________ , or ____________ , and omni-

____________ , or ____________ , and is completely ____________ over his creation. 

God has reveled himself as Triune, something we call the ____________ , which means that God is one Divine 

____________ and three Divine ____________ : The Father, the Son (Jesus), and the Holy Spirit. 

The Trinity is best understood by the following truths: 

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

 4.  

 5.  

Ultimately, the Triune nature of God is a ____________  

 

God the Father 

God the Father is often called the ____________ of the Divine Essence 

He is called “Father” because he is the Father of 

 1.  

 2.  

Through ____________ we become his ____________  

 

God as Creator 

God the Holy Trinity, created, not out of ____________ , but out of ____________ ; and he is the ____________  from 

which all creation has its source. 

Creation is made of both ____________ and ____________ realities. 

Physical and material Creation is ____________ , it was not a mistake. 

Therefore grace ____________ nature, it does not ____________ it; which also means salvation is not an ____________ 

from the material world but a ____________ of it. 

God’s direct action in the material world is a ____________ . 

The spiritual world consists of spiritual beings we call ____________ , some of which abused their free will and sinned to 

became ____________ . 

Demons primarily attack Christians in three ways, ____________ , ____________ , and ____________ . 



 

 

Part Two: I Believe in Jesus Christ 

Christ, Lord, Son of God 

Jesus is called Christ because he is the ____________ , this is the original meaning of the Hebrew word ____________ , 

which is the Greek word Christos, and from it our English word Christ. 

In Ancient Israel three types of people were called Anointed Ones: 

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

But it is that last one that it the most important. Jesus is the Christ because he is God’s anointed King. This is why Jesus is 

so often called the ____________ of ____________ in the Bible. 

The claim that Jesus is ____________ is the earliest confession of Christian Faith, and is part of the core message of the 

Church to the world. 

Lord is the word the Old Testament used to translate the ____________ given to Moses on Mount Sinai. It was 

considered too holy to say, so people used “Lord” instead. 

So when the New Testament writers call Jesus Lord, they are referencing his ____________ and claiming him as the God 

reveled in the Old Testament. 

Also, the Roman Emperor called himself ____________ and ____________ . So when Christians declare that Jesus is 

Lord and God, we are claiming he is the ____________ of all. 

When we Christians talk about Jesus as the ____________ we mean that he is the second Divine Person of the Holy 

Trinity. He is not a creature, but has existed from all eternity. There’s never been a time when Son of God didn’t exist! 

Although him coming to earth as the Incarnate Jesus did happen at a point in time. 

This makes Jesus the unique Son of God in that he is God’s Son by ____________ and we are only by ____________ 

through adoption in ____________ . 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. 

Why the Roman Empire hated us 
The first Christians underwent persecution and martyrdom, but why? The issue wasn't Roman intolerance of other 
religions — they were willing to allow people to worship whomever they wanted! As long as, of course, they also honored 
the State by worshipping the emperors who claimed to be gods and participated in public rituals to the Roman gods. In 
other words it was the Christian insistence that only Jesus is God and their refusal to worship any other humans or other 
beings who claimed to be a god that brought down the anger of Rome. Christians are called not just to be loyal to Jesus, 
but to be exclusive in our worship and service to the one God who became Incarnate in Jesus Christ. 



 

 

Incarnation 

The word ____________ means to take on flesh. This is the word we use to describe the historic event when the Son of 

God became ____________ . 

This makes Jesus ____________ and ____________ , so he has two ____________ (Divine and Human) in one 

____________ . 

Being fully human means Jesus has a human: 

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

 4.  

 5.  

But unlike us he is without ____________ . 

The Incarnation happened in the womb of ____________ who have birth to Jesus while she was a ____________ . This 

miraculous birth was a sign that Jesus’ birth was special because he is the promised Messiah. 

For this reason Mary is often called the ____________ because she bore Jesus, who is fully God, in her womb for nine 

months. 

Crucifixion 

One of the central beliefs in the Christian Faith in that Jesus ____________ for our sins, which we call the 

____________ . 

Understanding the Atonement requires us to understand ____________ . 

Sin is when we follow ____________ will instead of the will of ____________ , which damages our relationship with 

God, each other, and all creation. 

The human condition is that because we rejected God, we have all been born into a world under the power of 
____________ and ____________ , this is often called ____________ , it’s an inherited corruption.  

Jesus came to solve this problem of ours by dying on the cross for our sins, this event is called the ____________ . 

The Atonement is Jesus’ ____________ for the sins of rhe world, but his ____________ he ____________ us from sin 

and death. 

There are several theories on how the Atonement works, but none of those are in the Creeds. The major point is that 

Jesus’ sacrificial death brings forgiveness of sins and ultimately freedom from even death. 

 

Q. Why did he take our human nature? 
A.  The divine Son became human, so that in him human   
 beings might be adopted as children of God, and be  
 made heirs of God's kingdom. 
 
Book of Common Prayer p.850 

Did Jesus go to hell? 
The Creed says that Jesus descended into “hell”, does this mean Jesus was punished in hell? No. The Latin word behind 
the English translation is inferos, which means lower regions or underworld, not infernos, where the word “infernal” comes 
from. This is a generic word which just means “Jesus truly died”. But where was he during this time? In the Eastern Church 
there is an idea that Jesus did literally go into hell, but not to be punished! Instead this is called the “Harrowing of Hell”. 
The belief is Jesus went to rescue those who died before he opened the way to Heaven. In other ideas based on 1 Peter 3:19 
some theologians believe Jesus went merely to “sheol” or “the place of the dead” to proclaim his victory over death. There 
are several other variations on these ideas, but none of them are clear in Scripture or the Creed.  



 

 

Resurrection and Ascension 

After Jesus’ death, he triumphed over ____________ , ____________ , and ____________ by his ____________ and 

____________ resurrection. 

Christ is called in the Bible the ____________ , meaning that we will also have a ____________ and ____________ 

____________ like his when he returns.  

After the resurrection Jesus ____________ into Heaven to sit at ____________ , a symbolic position of ____________ . 

Jesus’ ascension led to the giving of the ____________ on the feast of ____________  

Jesus now reigns as King, but we wait for his future ____________ to Earth in glory to ____________ all of his 

____________ . 

Second Coming 

The Second Coming is the future promise that Jesus will return to: 

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

This return and day of judgment is not a day of ____________ but ____________ , because it will be the day that God 

finishes his salvation work in the world. 

It’s no the ____________ of the world, but ____________ . 

But remember, ____________ is still a reality for those who persist in their ____________ against God and his Christ. 

Did the Resurrection really happen? YES! 
 
First, that was what the varied witnesses such as the disciples all claimed happened. A physical resurrection is explicitly 
what the writers of the Bible were communicating. The word “resurrection” in culture of the time meant a physical body 
returning from the dead as argued by the Rt. Rev. Dr. N.T. Wright from the Church of England, who has done extensive 
study in this area. Basically, one can deny it happened, but one cannot deny what Scripture is claiming to have happened. 
Surely they didn’t all have the exact same hallucination! You’d have to argue it was all a grand conspiracy! Except…. 
 
Secondly, there was an empty tomb. So the question must be asked, how did it get empty? One strong indicator of an 
actual empty tomb is the story of the tomb being found as such by women. (Mark 16:1-8) Women at the time were 
considered unreliable, and if a story was going to be invented there would not be only women listed as witnesses. The 
Gospels are incredibly counter cultural in this regard! Also, one of the early theories against the Christian Faith was an 
accusation that the body was stolen. This would indicate that the tomb being empty was uncontested even by those who 
didn’t believe. In other words, no one doubted the timb was actually empty! Also, out of all the various groups of Christian 
sects that arose, none ever claimed to have a relic of Jesus’ body or turned a tomb with a body into a shrine. Obviously the 
enemies of the Disciples weren’t going to do this, and there’s no way they just got the tomb wrong, so was it just a 
conspiracy on the part of the Disciples and the women who found the tomb? No, because….  
 
Thirdly, the disciples claimed to witness physical appearances when it would not benefit them to do so. Had they just 
accepted his death as one more failed Messiah, they could have gotten on with their lives eventually without trouble. Had 
they claimed it was just a “spiritual” resurrection in their hearts they could have been accepted by the culture. Had they 
claimed almost anything other than “this guy died, and rose again, and he is the promised Messiah and the true Lord 
instead of Caesar” they would have received some benefit or at least not been persecuted and killed! Instead they not only 
insisted to have seen him resurrected, but where prepared to undergo martyrdom for that belief. The common argument 
here is: Who would die for a lie? 



 

 

Part Three: I Believe in the Holy Spirit 

About the Spirit 

The Holy Spirit is one of the Divine ____________ of the ____________ , not a 

force or energy. 

Jesus calls blasphemy against the Holy Spirit the ____________ sin because the 

Spirit brings ____________ about sin and ____________ . To blaspheme the 

Spirit is to resit that conviction and so to resist repentance and ____________ . 

The Spirit is involved in Christian daily life through granting ____________ in 

the ____________ , giving us ____________ in life, empowering us with 

____________ for ____________ , and helping us when we ____________ . 

One of the more important things the Spirit has done and continues to do is inspired the ____________ and 

____________  in the past, and guides us today in the interpretation of that ____________ . 

 

The Bible 

The Holy Scriptures are God’s ____________ to his people, the 

____________ . 

The three parts of the Bible: 

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

The Old Testament is the story of Creation, and God’s people of ancient ____________  

The Apocrypha is useful for ____________ and ____________ , but not for ____________  

The New Testament is about Jesus and the New Covenant people, the ____________ . 

The Bible was written by people, but was ____________ , or “God breathed” by the Holy Spirit. 

The Bible can be ____________ because it is inspired. 

And the Bible is ____________ because it can be trusted. 

Therefore the Bible is the ____________ in the Church for the Christian life. 

____________ is the testimony of the Holy Spirit throughout time, it’s the acknowledgement that the Spirit has always 

been at work guiding the Church, which the Bible calls the ____________ of the ____________ , and so is an 
authoritative ____________ to understanding the Bible. 

Tradition should not, however, be confused with “traditions”, minor aspects of Christian life, and in particular local parish 

customs, that can ____________ based on circumstances.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost 

Q. How do we recognize the truths 
taught by the Holy Spirit? 
 
A. We recognize truths to be taught by 

the Holy Spirit when they are in 
accord with the Scriptures. 

 
Book of Common Prayer p.853 

Q. What are the Holy Scriptures? 
A. The Holy Scriptures, commonly called 

the Bible, are the books of the Old 
and New Testaments; other books, 
called the Apocrypha, are often 
included in the Bible. 

 
Book of Common Prayer p.853 



 

 

Human reason, as ____________ by the Spirit, is another tool to 

help us understand the meaning of the Bible. 

Understanding the Bible 

Seek ____________ , and not just ____________ . 

____________ on the ____________ of the Spirit. 

Be ____________ of how the Spirit has guided the ____________ .  

Pay attention to the ____________ , such as history or poetry.  

Understand the difference between ____________ and ____________ .  

Many have seen four senses in Scripture: 

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

 4.  

Finally, follow this three part method:  

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

Q. How do we understand the meaning of the Bible? 
 
A. We understand the meaning of the Bible by the 

help of the Holy Spirit, who guides the Church in 
the true interpretation of the Scriptures. 

 
Book of Common Prayer p.853-4 

The Myth of the “Three-legged Stool”: 
 
This idea of three equal legs of a stool: Scripture, Tradition, and Reason is often attributed to Richard Hooker, who is one 
of the more important figures in Anglican history and shaped much of Anglican theology during the late 16th century. 
However Hooker didn’t believe there were three equal sources of religious truth. What he said was:  
 
“Be it in matter of the one kind or of the other, what Scripture doth plainly deliver, to that the first place both of credit 
and obedience is due; the next whereunto is whatsoever any man can necessarily conclude by force of reason; after these 
the voice of the Church succeedeth. That which the Church by her ecclesiastical authority shall probably think and define 
to be true or good, must in congruity of reason overrule all other inferior judgments whatsoever.” (Laws of Ecclesiastical 
Polity, V.8.2)  
 
Note that Scripture is primary, afterwards is individual reason, and finally is the “voice of the Church”. It is also important 
to remember that Hooker wrote before the enlightenment era and our modern conception of “reason”. Reason was 
instead basic logic and rational thought, not a separate body of knowledge. Reason in the former sense certainly plays a 
role, but only one of interpretation. This is similarly true of Tradition. The Church is the pillar of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15) 
and the Tradition of the Church guides us in our individual interpretation. 

The Four Senses 

Literal Allegorical Moral Anagogical 

What is the 

grammatical and 

historical meaning? 

What does it say about Jesus and/or 

the Christian Faith? 

What does it say about Christian 

living? 

What does it say about 

God’s plan for creation? 



 

 

Part Four: I Believe in the Church 

The Nature of the Church 

Generally theologians talk about the Church in two ways, the ____________ , and ____________ . 

The visible Church is the Church as we experience her, as an 

____________ founded by Jesus with leaders, a sacred text, rituals, and 

organization to fulfill Jesus’ ____________ in the world. When the Bible 

talks about the Church it is often talking about this visible institution. 

The invisible Church is the ____________ of Christ, and includes all 

who have been ____________ to Christ through Baptism both living 
and dead and transcends denominations. Everyone who has been 

Baptized by water in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are a 

part of the Body of Christ even if separated from the institution.  

The Church is ____________ because she is united in Jesus, and called to seek a life of unity within itself both in terms of 

community and institutional unity. 

The Church is ____________ because she has been set apart for service to God, and is called to live a live of holiness that 

reflects truth. 

The Church is ____________ because she includes people from all nations, ethnic groups, and languages equally who 

have faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior, and is called to live a life that transcends those human made barriers.  

The Church is ____________ because she is in line with the Apostles though Bishops and has inherited their teachings 

about Jesus, and is called to preserve those teachings and pass down the Faith to the next generations. 

 

The Structure of the Church 

Jesus created his Church to make ____________ for him of all 

____________  

Four functions of the Church are: 

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

 4.  

The Church is organizationally structured with the catholic 

order of ____________ , ____________ , and ____________ . 

Bishops are the successors to the ____________ , Jesus’ first 

followers, and are the sacramental symbol of ____________ in 

the Church. 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age."  
Matthew 28:18-20 

Now during those days, when the disciples were 
increasing in number, the Hellenists complained against 
the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected 
in the daily distribution of food. And the twelve called 
together the whole community of the disciples and said, 
"It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in 
order to wait on tables. Therefore, friends, select from 
among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, 
while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and 
to serving the word." What they said pleased the whole 
community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith 
and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, 
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of 
Antioch. They had these men stand before the apostles, 
who prayed and laid their hands on them. 
Acts 6:1-6 



 

 

Priests are ordained by Bishops as sacramental ____________ of their ministry, providing leadership, spiritual care, 

guidance, and the sacraments for other Christians. 

Deacons are ____________ who often serve at the intersection between the Church and the ____________ as 

sacramental signs of Christ’s love. 

In addition, all Christians not ordained as clergy have the ministry of ____________ to take the ____________ into the 

world. 

Traditionally Bishops govern a geographic area called a ____________ .  

Within each Diocese are ____________ , otherwise known as the local churches people attend, such as St. Stephen’s. 

In the Episcopal Church the Bishops and Dioceses are governed by ____________ made up of a House of ____________ 

and a House of ____________ , elected lay people, Deacons, and Priests from their Diocese. 

The Episcopal Church itself is a member of the ____________ , a fellowship of churches (provinces) all over the world 

which share a common history and tradition which came out of the English Reformation.  

There are four Instruments of Unity in the Anglican Communion: 

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

  4.  

The Worship of the Church 

The form of worship in the Church is called ____________ . 

The Liturgy of the Church follows ____________ used in the early Church which were based on older forms of 

____________ . 

Our specific Liturgy is found in the _____________________________ which lays out the rules and traditions for how 

we worship. 

Liturgy is important because it ____________ us to the past, ____________ us in the present, and ____________ for us 

in the future. 

About Liturgy 
 
 
Many Jewish gatherings would involve a series of prayers, readings from the Scriptures, and a commentary on a passage. 
Often the prayers were chanted - and in fact chanted prayers were the standard practice of the day! There were also various 
ritual meals, most importantly Passover, with their own rituals and traditions. The Eucharist was the ritual given by Jesus 
that followed these traditions. 
 
Early on Christians also read passages from the Gospels, and eventually Paul’s letters along with the rest of the New 
Testament. Over time this liturgy was adapted as the Church spread into Europe, but the basic rituals and structures 
remained similar across the entire Christian world. We keep these traditions and rituals rooted in early Christian practice 
following Jesus, and in common with most Christians around the world, with some prayers going back before the year 400! 
 
These rites and ceremonies have changed over time but much of the core has remained the same, providing us with an 
organic connection to the past — and roots us in the faith of the early Church.   



 

 

The Saints of the Church 

Because the Church is the entire body of Christ we are connected in some mysterious way to all Christians  ____________ 

and who ____________ . 

The Church ____________ are those on earth, struggling against sin in the world. 

The Church ____________ are those in Heaven, in the presence of God. 

All Christians arte saints, but some have lived lives of such exemplary holiness that they are given the proper title 

____________ . 

Honoring Saints started in the early Church with the honor given to ____________  

Saints are ____________ for us of Christian life and devotion to Jesus. 

We also ____________ them for their lives of holiness. 

They support us in ____________ before the throne of God in Heaven. 

 

Why pray for the dead? 
 
Every Sunday we remember the Faithful Departed (those Christians who’ve died) and pray for them. The tradition of 
doing so dates back very early, with archeological and other evidence that Christians both prayed for their departed loved 
ones and asked those departed to pray for them. 
 
We do this because they are still a part of the Church as the Body of Christ and so still part of our extended family. But 
what prayers might they need? Romans 8:23 says that Christians “grown inwardly” as we await the “redemption of our 
bodies”. It does not say the redemption of our souls, or await a time of waiting in Heaven — but our hope is in a future 
physical resurrection to be raised as Jesus was raised! So until that time the souls of the faithful departed are with God but 
also awaiting their complete redemption. In this our prayers ask God to help them continue their growth in grace — it’s a 
form of post-mortem sanctification.  
 
We also pray for them our of love. In a sense this is not praying for anything specific, but rather a way for us to connected 
with loves ones who are beyond our reach. It’s a more general recalling them before God as an act of love on our part for 
the dead whom we have hope to see again in the resurrection. 

“We afterwards took up his bones, as being more precious than the most exquisite jewels, and more purified than gold, 
and deposited them in a fitting place, whither, being gathered together, as opportunity is allowed us, with joy and 
rejoicing, the Lord shall grant us to celebrate the anniversary of his martyrdom, both in memory of those who have already 
finished their course, and for the exercising and preparation of those yet to walk in their steps.”  
          -Martyrdom of Polycarp, 18 (4th Century) 
 
"Let us pray for our brethren that are at rest in Christ, that God, the lover of mankind, who has received his soul, may 
forgive him every sin, voluntary and involuntary, and may be merciful and gracious to him, and give him his lot in the land 
of the pious that are sent into the bosom of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, with all those that have pleased Him and done 
His will from the beginning of the world, whence all sorrow, grief, and lamentation are banished."  
         -Apostolic Constitutions 8:4:41 (4th Century) 
 
“We too offer prayers to Him for those who have fallen asleep though they be sinners. We do not plait a crown, but offer 
up Christ who has been sacrificed for our sins; and we thereby propitiate the benevolent God for them as well as for 
ourselves”        -Cyril of Jerusalem, Mystagogical Cat. 10  (4th Century) 



 

 

Part Five: I Believe in New Life 

The Problem of Sin 

As said earlier, sin is the following of our ____________ will instead of the will of ____________ . 

But going deeper, sins we commit are really the symptoms of a deeper problem in us, ____________  

This spiritual death inside us, often known as ____________ , has resulted in a fallen human nature in need of salvation. 

And as a result of the corruption of sin, we’ve broken our relationships with: 

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

 4.  

 5.  

 

Grace and Salvation 

Because the nature of a solution must match the nature of the problem, the solution to spiritual death and interior 

corruption must be ____________ , this is ultimately what ____________ is about. The result of which reverses all the 

other effects of sin. 

The three parts of salvation 

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

Justification is initial salvation, whereby God ____________ into his ____________ and so declares us to be in right 

relationship with him. 

Sanctification is the ____________ by which we co-operate with God’s grace to work in us, and so become ____________ 

by his grace over the course of our lives. 

Glorification is the ____________ when we will be completely saved from all sin and death to live with God for eternity. 

Grace is God’s good ____________ or ____________ , and is the ____________ by which God works his salvation in us 

and the world. God works this grace is us through a few regular ways, ____________ , ____________ , and the 

____________  

The means of grace are not ways for work ____________ salvation, but instead to work it ____________ . Grace is not 

something ____________ , but something ____________ . 

 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Seven Capital Sins and Counter 
Virtues 
 
Pride  Humility 
Lust  Chastity 
Envy  Brotherly Love 
Gluttony Temperance 
Wrath  Meekness 
Sloth  Diligence 
Greed  Generosity 



 

 

The Sacraments 

The Sacraments are called the ____________ of ____________ , because they are the normal ways that we can encounter 

God’s grace in our lives. 

The Sacraments are also ____________ signs that give us ____________ that God is at work through them. 

The Sacraments show us that God redeems us through his ____________ and not from it, because grace ____________ 

nature, it does not destroy it. 

The outward sign (material part) of Baptism is ____________ in the name of the ____________ , ____________ , and 

____________ . 

The inward grace (spiritual part) of Baptism is: 

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

 4.  

The outward sign (material part) of the Eucharist is ____________ and ____________ . 

The inward grace (spiritual part) of the Eucharist is the ____________ and ____________ of Christ. 

The Eucharist is a ____________ renewal which brings us union with Christ, forgiveness of sins, and spiritual strength to 

live for God. 

The Eucharist is also a ____________ in being the Church's sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving where the one time 

sacrifice of Christ is made ____________ and we are united to his sacrifice of himself. 

The other sacraments are ____________ , ____________ , ____________ , ____________ , and ____________ . 

These are often called ______________________ (developed by the Church), as opposed to Baptism and Eucharist which 

are _____________________________ (instituted directly by Jesus). 

Blessed objects, such as holy water, are called ____________ and are related to the sacraments in being a means of God’s 

blessing. 

 

Baptism and Salvation 
 
In the Book of Acts Peter calls on the people to “Repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”. Because grace perfects, and does not destroy nature then it’s natural and normal for 
God to work through his creation. So the idea that God’s grace gets to us through physical objects and ceremonies should 
be seen as the standard. Baptism is merely this standard when it comes to making a Christian. It’s hard to make this verse 
mean anything else other than God has promised forgiveness and sins and the Holy Spirit to be connected with the 
repentsance of Baptism. 
 
One way to think of Baptism is as a prayer which uses actions rather than words — like a hug can communicate without 
actually saying anything. In the case of Baptism it is a prayer of repentance (1 Peter 3:21) and it is the expected means 
which we can say “God has truly acted here”. That’s part of the power of Baptism. It’s a sure and certain means of grace in 
that it gives us something we can hold on to throughout life as the time that God came to us, and that we can know he has 
accepted us as his adopted child. We don’t need to rely on fleeting feelings or vague senses of his presence, but can instead 
rely on an act he gave us that carries his promise to be the means through which he begins his work in us. 



 

 

The Four Last Things 

The Four Last Things are: 

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

 4.  

Physical death is the separation of the ____________ from the ____________ . 

At death there is an ____________ where people enter into the presence of God awaiting the ____________ , or go to 

Hades/Sheol waiting on ____________ when Jesus returns. 

Hell is ____________________ from God, and is the final end of those who ____________ God to follow their own 

wills. 

Heaven is the general term for being in the ____________ , and where redeemed souls wait for the 

________________________   at the return of Jesus. 

Salvation is not complete until the ____________ to ____________ his people and all of creation. 

This is also the time of __________________ of the ____________ and the ____________ . 

Because of our faith we have hope to be ____________ from the dead as Jesus was raised . 

Those who ____________ the rule of Jesus will be judged and separated from him and his Kingdom, we call 

that  ____________ . 

The final result of Jesus' return is a New ____________ and New ____________ , where God's people will dwell with him 

in a world without ____________ or ____________ . 

Purgatory? 
The idea that the intermediate state involves some type of spiritual growth or purgation goes back to at least St. Augustine 
(cf. Handbook on Faith, Hope and Charity, 69). Initially this concept was only one of purification, a type of post-mortem 
sanctification. During the Middle Ages this idea developed into a punitive concept, where those who had not achieved 
perfection in this life underwent punishment for their sins in purgatory before being able to enter Heaven.  In popular 
piety the fires of purgatory where connected to the fires of hell. Many of the abuses of the Medieval Church, in terms of 
selling indulgences to free loved ones from suffering in the afterlife, were connected to the growing emphasis of Purgatory 
particularly as a punitive state. This is one of the several ideas the Protestant Reformers rejected, and until the Anglo-
Catholic revival was generally rejected in Anglicanism.  
 
Although the Anglican 39 Articles condemns belief in the “romish doctrine of purgatory”, Anglo-Catholics have in general 
held to a belief in an “Anglican doctrine of purgatory”. Purgatory is seen as state of the soul were it undergoes continual 
growth in grace and virtue. It is a version of post-mortem sanctification.  The soul is not being punished for sins (this was 
taken care of by Jesus on the Cross), but as the soul is also corrupted by sin, it must be sanctified as well, and merely being 
separated from the body does not make the soul perfect. 
 
To be fair, The Roman Council of Trent condemned many of the same abuses that Luther pointed out, although not 
denying the basic ideas of purgatory and indulgences for the dead. Post-Vatican II Roman Catholicism has also revised the 
way they talk about Purgatory, and has started to call it the “vestibule of Heaven” and a time of purification instead of 
punishment. They have also clarified that it is not a “place” in a proper sense, but a “state”. In many ways the Anglicans, 
Catholics, and Orthodox (who call it paradise) are all in agreement about purgatory. It is also important to note that no 
Church ever held that purgatory was a second chance at salvation! All those in purgatory are destined for Heaven as 
Christians. 



 

 

Appendix I: The Catechism 

Human Nature 
Q. What are we by nature? 
A.  We are part of God’s creation, made in the image of God. 
 
Q.  What does it mean to be created in the image of God? 
A.  It means that we are free to make choices: to love, to create, to reason, and to live in harmony with creation and 
 with God. 
 
Q. Why then do we live apart from God and out of harmony with creation? 
A.  From the beginning, human beings have misused their freedom and made wrong choices. 
 
Q.  Why do we not use our freedom as we should? 
A.  Because we rebel against God, and we put ourselves in the place of God. 
 
Q.  What help is there for us? 
A.  Our help is in God. 
 
Q.  How did God first help us? 
A.  God first helped us by revealing himself and his will, through nature and history, through many seers and saints, 
 and especially through the prophets of Israel. 
 
God the Father 
Q.  What do we learn about God as creator from the revelation to Israel? 
A.  We learn that there is one God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
Q.  What does this mean? 
A.  This means that the universe is good, that it is the work of a single loving God who creates, sustains, and directs it. 
 
Q.  What does this mean about our place in the universe? 
A.  It means that the world belongs to its creator; and that we are called to enjoy it and to care for it in accordance 
 with God’s purposes. 
 
Q.  What does this mean about human life? 
A.  It means that all people are worthy of respect and honor, because all are created in the image of God, and all can 
 respond to the love of God. 
 
Q.  How was this revelation handed down to us? 
A.  This revelation was handed down to us through a community created by a covenant with God. 
 
The Old Covenant 
Q.  What is meant by a covenant with God? 
A.  A covenant is a relationship initiated by God, to which a body of people responds in faith. 
 
Q.  What is the Old Covenant? 
A.  The Old Covenant is the one given by God to the Hebrew people. 
 
Q.  What did God promise them? 
A.  God promised that they would be his people to bring all the nations of the world to him. 
 
 



 

 

Q.  What response did God require from the chosen people? 
A.  God required the chosen people to be faithful; to love justice, to do mercy, and to walk humbly with their God. 
 
Q.  Where is this Old Covenant to be found? 
A.  The covenant with the Hebrew people is to be found in the books which we call the Old Testament. 
 
Q.  Where in the Old Testament is God’s will for us shown most clearly? 
A.  God’s will for us is shown most clearly in the Ten Commandments. 
 
The Ten Commandments 
Q.  What are the Ten Commandments? 
A.  The Ten Commandments are the laws given to Moses and the people of Israel. 
 
Q.  What do we learn from these commandments? 
A.  We learn two things: our duty to God, and our duty to our neighbors. 
 
Q.  What is our duty to God? 
A.  Our duty is to believe and trust in God; 
  I To love and obey God and to bring others to know him; 
  II To put nothing in the place of God; 
  III To show God respect in thought, word, and deed; 
  IV And to set aside regular times for worship, prayer, and the study of God’s ways. 
 
Q.  What is our duty to our neighbors? 
A.  Our duty to our neighbors is to love them as ourselves, and to do to other people as we wish them to do to us; 
  V To love, honor, and help our parents and family; to honor those in authority, and to meet their 
   just demands; 
  VI To show respect for the life God has given us; to work and pray for peace; to bear no malice, 
   prejudice, or hatred in our hearts; and to be kind to all the creatures of God; 
  VII To use all our bodily desires as God intended; 
   VIII To be honest and fair in our dealings; to seek justice, freedom, and the necessities of life for all 
   people; and to use our talents and possessions as ones who must answer for them to God; 
  IX To speak the truth, and not to mislead others by our silence; 
  X To resist temptations to envy, greed, and jealousy; to rejoice in other people’s gifts and graces; and 
   to do our duty for the love of God, who has called us into fellowship with him. 
 
Q.  What is the purpose of the Ten Commandments? 
A.  The Ten Commandments were given to define our relationship with God and our neighbors. 
 
Q.  Since we do not fully obey them, are they useful at all? 
A.  Since we do not fully obey them, we see more clearly our sin and our need for redemption. 
 
Sin and Redemption 
Q.  What is sin? 
A.  Sin is the seeking of our own will instead of the will of God, thus distorting our relationship with God, with other 
 people,  and with all creation. 
 
Q.  How does sin have power over us? 
A.  Sin has power over us because we lose our liberty when our relationship with God is distorted. 
 
Q.  What is redemption? 
A.  Redemption is the act of God which sets us free from the power of evil, sin, and death. 
 
 



 

 

Q.  How did God prepare us for redemption? 
A.  God sent the prophets to call us back to himself, to show us our need for redemption, and to announce the 
 coming of the Messiah. 
 
Q.  What is meant by the Messiah? 
A.  The Messiah is one sent by God to free us from the power of sin, so that with the help of God we may live in 
 harmony with God, within ourselves, with our neighbors, and with all creation. 
 
Q.  Who do we believe is the Messiah? 
A.  The Messiah, or Christ, is Jesus of Nazareth, the only Son of God. 
 
God the Son 
Q. What do we mean when we say that Jesus is the only Son of God? 
A. We mean that Jesus is the only perfect image of the Father, and shows us the nature of God. 
 
Q.  What is the nature of God revealed in Jesus? 
A.  God is love. 
 
Q.  What do we mean when we say that Jesus was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and became incarnate 
 from the Virgin Mary? 
A.  We mean that by God’s own act, his divine Son received our human nature from the Virgin Mary, his mother. 
 
Q.  Why did he take our human nature? 
A.  The divine Son became human, so that in him human beings might be adopted as children of God, and be made 
 heirs of  God’s kingdom. 
 
Q. What is the great importance of Jesus’ suffering and death? 
A. By his obedience, even to suffering and death, Jesus made the offering which we could not make; in him we are 
 freed from the power of sin and reconciled to God. 
 
Q.  What is the significance of Jesus’ resurrection? 
A.  By his resurrection, Jesus overcame death and opened for us the way of eternal life. 
 
Q.  What do we mean when we say that he descended to the dead? 
A.  We mean that he went to the departed and offered them also the benefits of redemption. 
 
Q.  What do we mean when we say that he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father? 
A.  We mean that Jesus took our human nature into heaven where he now reigns with the Father and intercedes for 
 us. 
 
Q.  How can we share in his victory over sin, suffering, and death? 
A.  We share in his victory when we are baptized into the New Covenant and become living members of Christ. 
 
The New Covenant 
Q.  What is the New Covenant? 
A.  The New Covenant is the new relationship with God given by Jesus Christ, the Messiah, to the apostles; and, 
 through them, to all who believe in him. 
 
Q.  What did the Messiah promise in the New Covenant? 
A.  Christ promised to bring us into the kingdom of God and give us life in all its fullness. 
 
Q.  What response did Christ require? 
A.  Christ commanded us to believe in him and to keep his commandments. 
 



 

 

Q.  What are the commandments taught by Christ? 
A.  Christ taught us the Summary of the Law and gave us the New Commandment. 
 
Q.  What is the Summary of the Law? 
A.  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first 
 and the  great commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
 
Q.  What is the New Commandment? 
A.  The New Commandment is that we love one another as Christ loved us. 
 
Q.  Where may we find what Christians believe about Christ? 
A.  What Christians believe about Christ is found in the Scriptures and summed up in the creeds. 
 
The Creeds 
Q.  What are the creeds? 
A.  The creeds are statements of our basic beliefs about God. 
 
Q.  How many creeds does this Church use in its worship? 
A.  This Church uses two creeds: The Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed. 
 
Q.  What is the Apostles’ Creed? 
A.  The Apostles’ Creed is the ancient creed of Baptism; it is used in the Church’s daily worship to recall our 
 Baptismal Covenant. 
 
Q.  What is the Nicene Creed? 
A.  The Nicene Creed is the creed of the universal Church and is used at the Eucharist. 
 
Q.  What, then, is the Athanasian Creed? 
A.  The Athanasian Creed is an ancient document proclaiming the nature of the Incarnation and of God as Trinity. 
 
Q.  What is the Trinity? 
A.  The Trinity is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
The Holy Spirit 
Q.  Who is the Holy Spirit? 
A.  The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Trinity, God at work in the world and in the Church even now. 
 
Q.  How is the Holy Spirit revealed in the Old Covenant? 
A.  The Holy Spirit is revealed in the Old Covenant as the giver of life, the One who spoke through the prophets. 
 
Q.  How is the Holy Spirit revealed in the New Covenant? 
A.  The Holy Spirit is revealed as the Lord who leads us into all truth and enables us to grow in the likeness of Christ. 
 
Q.  How do we recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives? 
A.  We recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit when we confess Jesus Christ as Lord and are brought into love and 
 harmony with God, with ourselves, with our neighbors, and with all creation. 
 
Q.  How do we recognize the truths taught by the Holy Spirit? 
A.  We recognize truths to be taught by the Holy Spirit when they are in accord with the Scriptures. 
 
The Holy Scriptures 
Q.  What are the Holy Scriptures? 
A.  The Holy Scriptures, commonly called the Bible, are the books of the Old and New Testaments; other books, 
 called the Apocrypha, are often included in the Bible. 



 

 

Q.  What is the Old Testament? 
A.  The Old Testament consists of books written by the people of the Old Covenant, under the inspiration of the 
 Holy Spirit, to show God at work in nature and history. 
 
Q.  What is the New Testament? 
A.  The New Testament consists of books written by the people of the New Covenant, under the inspiration of the 
 Holy Spirit, to set forth the life and teachings of Jesus and to proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom for all 
 people. 
 
Q.  What is the Apocrypha? 
A.  The Apocrypha is a collection of additional books written by people of the Old Covenant, and used in the 
 Christian Church. 
 
Q.  Why do we call the Holy Scriptures the Word of God? 
A.  We call them the Word of God because God inspired their human authors and because God still speaks to us 
 through the Bible. 
 
Q.  How do we understand the meaning of the Bible? 
A.  We understand the meaning of the Bible by the help of the Holy Spirit, who guides the Church in the true 
 interpretation of the Scriptures. 
 
The Church 
Q.  What is the Church? 
A.  The Church is the community of the New Covenant. 
 
Q.  How is the Church described in the Bible? 
A.  The Church is described as the Body of which Jesus Christ is the Head and of which all baptized persons are 
 members. It is called the People of God, the New Israel, a holy nation, a royal priesthood, and the pillar and 
 ground of truth. 
 
Q.  How is the Church described in the creeds? 
A.  The Church is described as one, holy, catholic, and apostolic. 
 
Q.  Why is the Church described as one? 
A.  The Church is one, because it is one Body, under one Head, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Q.  Why is the Church described as holy? 
A.  The Church is holy, because the Holy Spirit dwells in it, consecrates its members, and guides them to do God’s 
 work. 
 
Q.  Why is the Church described as catholic? 
A.  The Church is catholic, because it proclaims the whole Faith to all people, to the end of time. 
 
Q.  Why is the Church described as apostolic? 
A.  The Church is apostolic, because it continues in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles and is sent to carry out 
 Christ’s mission to all people. 
 
Q.  What is the mission of the Church? 
A.  The mission of the Church is to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ. 
 
Q.  How does the Church pursue its mission? 
A.  The Church pursues its mission as it prays and worships, proclaims the Gospel, and promotes justice, peace, and 
 love. 
 



 

 

Q.  Through whom does the Church carry out its mission? 
A.  The Church carries out its mission through the ministry of all its members. 
 
The Ministry 
Q.  Who are the ministers of the Church? 
A.  The ministers of the Church are lay persons, bishops, priests, and deacons. 
 
Q.  What is the ministry of the laity? 
A.  The ministry of lay persons is to represent Christ and his Church; to bear witness to him wherever they may be; 
 and, according to the gifts given them, to carry on Christ’s work of reconciliation in the world; and to take their 
 place in the life, worship, and governance of the Church. 
 
Q.  What is the ministry of a bishop? 
A.  The ministry of a bishop is to represent Christ and his Church, particularly as apostle, chief priest, and pastor of a 
 diocese; to guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the whole Church; to proclaim the Word of God; to act in 
 Christ’s name for the reconciliation of the world and the building up of the Church; and to ordain others to 
 continue Christ’s ministry. 
 
Q.  What is the ministry of a priest or presbyter? 
A.  The ministry of a priest is to represent Christ and his Church, particularly as pastor to the people; to share with 
 the bishop in the overseeing of the Church; to proclaim the Gospel; to administer the sacraments; and to bless and 
 declare pardon in the name of God. 
 
Q.  What is the ministry of a deacon? 
A.  The ministry of a deacon is to represent Christ and his Church, particularly as a servant of those in need; and to 
 assist bishops and priests in the proclamation of the Gospel and the administration of the sacraments. 
 
Q.  What is the duty of all Christians? 
A.  The duty of all Christians is to follow Christ; to come together week by week for corporate worship; and to work, 
 pray, and give for the spread of the kingdom of God. 
 
Prayer and Worship 
Q.  What is prayer? 
A.  Prayer is responding to God, by thought and by deeds, with or without words. 
 
Q.  What is Christian Prayer? 
A.  Christian prayer is response to God the Father, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Q.  What prayer did Christ teach us? 
A.  Our Lord gave us the example of prayer known as the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Q.  What are the principal kinds of prayer? 
A.  The principal kinds of prayer are adoration, praise, thanksgiving, penitence, oblation, intercession, and petition. 
 
Q.  What is adoration? 
A.  Adoration is the lifting up of the heart and mind to God, asking nothing but to enjoy God’s presence. 
 
Q.  Why do we praise God? 
A.  We praise God, not to obtain anything, but because God’s Being draws praise from us. 
 
Q.  For what do we offer thanksgiving? 
A.  Thanksgiving is offered to God for all the blessings of this life, for our redemption, and for whatever draws us 
 closer to God. 
 



 

 

Q.  What is penitence? 
A.  In penitence, we confess our sins and make restitution where possible, with the intention to amend our lives. 
 
Q.  What is prayer of oblation? 
A.  Oblation is an offering of ourselves, our lives and labors, in union with Christ, for the purposes of God. 
 
Q.  What are intercession and petition? 
A.  Intercession brings before God the needs of others; in petition, we present our own needs, that God’s will may be 
 done. 
 
Q.  What is corporate worship? 
A.  In corporate worship, we unite ourselves with others to acknowledge the holiness of God, to hear God’s Word, to 
 offer prayer, and to celebrate the sacraments. 
 
The Sacraments 
Q.  What are the sacraments? 
A.  The sacraments are outward and visible signs of inward and spiritual grace, given by Christ as sure and certain 
 means by which we receive that grace. 
 
Q.  What is grace? 
A.  Grace is God’s favor towards us, unearned and undeserved; by grace God forgives our sins, enlightens our minds, 
 stirs our hearts, and strengthens our wills. 
 
Q.  What are the two great sacraments of the Gospel? 
A.  The two great sacraments given by Christ to his Church are Holy Baptism and the Holy Eucharist. 
 
Holy Baptism 
Q.  What is Holy Baptism? 
A.  Holy Baptism is the sacrament by which God adopts us as his children and makes us members of Christ’s Body, 
 the Church, and inheritors of the kingdom of God. 
 
Q.  What is the outward and visible sign in Baptism? 
A.  The outward and visible sign in Baptism is water, in which the person is baptized in the Name of the Father, and 
 of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Q.  What is the inward and spiritual grace in Baptism? 
A.  The inward and spiritual grace in Baptism is union with Christ in his death and resurrection, birth into God’s 
 family the Church, forgiveness of sins, and new life in the Holy Spirit. 
 
Q.  What is required of us at Baptism? 
A.  It is required that we renounce Satan, repent of our sins, and accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior. 
 
Q.  Why then are infants baptized? 
A.  Infants are baptized so that they can share citizenship in the Covenant, membership in Christ, and redemption by 
 God. 
 
Q.  How are the promises for infants made and carried out? 
A.  Promises are made for them by their parents and sponsors, who guarantee that the infants will be brought up 
 within the Church, to know Christ and be able to follow him. 
 
The Holy Eucharist 
Q.  What is the Holy Eucharist? 
A.  The Holy Eucharist is the sacrament commanded by Christ for the continual remembrance of his life, death, and 
 resurrection, until his coming again. 



 

 

Q.  Why is the Eucharist called a sacrifice? 
A.  Because the Eucharist, the Church’s sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, is the way by which the sacrifice of Christ 
 is made  present, and in which he unites us to his one offering of himself. 
 
Q.  By what other names is this service known? 
A.  The Holy Eucharist is called the Lord’s Supper, and Holy Communion; it is also known as the Divine Liturgy, the 
 Mass, and the Great Offering. 
 
Q.  What is the outward and visible sign in the Eucharist? 
A.  The outward and visible sign in the Eucharist is bread and wine, given and received according to Christ’s 
 command. 
 
Q.  What is the inward and spiritual grace given in the Eucharist? 
A.  The inward and spiritual grace in the Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of Christ given to his people, and 
 received by faith. 
 
Q.  What are the benefits which we receive in the Lord’s Supper? 
A.  The benefits we receive are the forgiveness of our sins, the strengthening of our union with Christ and one 
 another, and the foretaste of the heavenly banquet which is our nourishment in eternal life. 
 
Q.  What is required of us when we come to the Eucharist? 
A.  It is required that we should examine our lives, repent of our sins, and be in love and charity with all people. 
 
Other Sacramental Rites 
Q. What other sacramental rites evolved in the Church under the guidance of the Holy Spirit? 
A.  Other sacramental rites which evolved in the Church include confirmation, ordination, holy matrimony, 
 reconciliation of a penitent, and unction. 
 
Q. How do they differ from the two sacraments of the Gospel? 
A. Although they are means of grace, they are not necessary for all persons in the same way that Baptism and the 
 Eucharist are. 
 
Q.  What is Confirmation? 
A.  Confirmation is the rite in which we express a mature commitment to Christ, and receive strength from the Holy 
 Spirit through prayer and the laying on of hands by a bishop. 
 
Q.  What is required of those to be confirmed? 
A.  It is required of those to be confirmed that they have been baptized, are sufficiently instructed in the Christian 
 Faith, are penitent for their sins, and are ready to affirm their confession of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 
 
Q.  What is Ordination? 
A.  Ordination is the rite in which God gives authority and the grace of the Holy Spirit to those being made bishops, 
 priests,  and deacons, through prayer and the laying on of hands by bishops. 
 
Q.  What is Holy Matrimony? 
A.  Holy Matrimony is Christian marriage, in which the woman and man enter into a life‑long union, make their 
 vows before God and the Church, and receive the grace and blessing of God to help them fulfill their vows. 
 
Q.  What is Reconciliation of a Penitent? 
A.  Reconciliation of a Penitent, or Penance, is the rite in which those who repent of their sins may confess them to 
 God in the presence of a priest, and receive the assurance of pardon and the grace of absolution. 
 
 
 



 

 

Q.  What is Unction of the Sick? 
A.  Unction is the rite of anointing the sick with oil, or the laying on of hands, by which God’s grace is given for the 
 healing of spirit, mind, and body. 
 
Q.  Is God’s activity limited to these rites? 
A.  God does not limit himself to these rites; they are patterns of countless ways by which God uses material things to 
 reach out to us. 
 
Q.  How are the sacraments related to our Christian hope? 
A.  Sacraments sustain our present hope and anticipate its future fulfillment. 
 
The Christian Hope 
Q.  What is the Christian hope? 
A.  The Christian hope is to live with confidence in newness and fullness of life, and to await the coming of Christ in 
 glory, and the completion of God’s purpose for the world. 
 
Q.  What do we mean by the coming of Christ in glory? 
A.  By the coming of Christ in glory, we mean that Christ will come, not in weakness but in power, and will make all 
 things new. 
 
Q.  What do we mean by heaven and hell? 
A.  By heaven, we mean eternal life in our enjoyment of God; by hell, we mean eternal death in our rejection of God. 
 
Q.  Why do we pray for the dead? 
A.  We pray for them, because we still hold them in our love, and because we trust that in God’s presence those who 
 have chosen to serve him will grow in his love, until they see him as he is. 
 
Q.  What do we mean by the last judgment? 
A.  We believe that Christ will come in glory and judge the living and the dead. 
 
Q.  What do we mean by the resurrection of the body? 
A.  We mean that God will raise us from death in the fullness of our being, that we may live with Christ in the   
 communion of  the saints. 
 
Q.  What is the communion of saints? 
A.  The communion of saints is the whole family of God, the living and the dead, those whom we love and those 
 whom we hurt, bound together in Christ by sacrament, prayer, and praise. 
 
Q.  What do we mean by everlasting life? 
A.  By everlasting life, we mean a new existence, in which we are united with all the people of God, in the joy of fully 
 knowing and loving God and each other. 
 
Q.  What, then, is our assurance as Christians? 
A.  Our assurance as Christians is that nothing, not even death, shall separate us from the love of God which is in 
 Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 



 

 

Appendix II: The Baptismal Promises 

V: Dost thou renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
R: I renounce them. 
 
V: Dost thou renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 
R: I renounce them. 
 
V: Dost thou renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
R: I renounce them. 
 
V: Dost thou turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as thy Savior? 
R: I do. 
 
V: Dost thou put thy whole trust in his grace and love? 
R: I do. 
 
V: Dost thou promise to follow and obey him as thy Lord? 
R: I do. 
 
V: Dost thou believe in God the Father? 
R: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
V: Dost thou believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
R: I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. 
 
V: Dost thou believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
R: I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
V: Wilt thou continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
R: I will, with God’s help. 
 
V: Wilt thou persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever thou dost fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
R: I will, with God’s help. 
 
V: Wilt thou proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
R: I will, with God’s help. 
 
V: Wilt thou seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving thy neighbor as thyself? 
R: I will, with God’s help. 
 
V: Wilt thou strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
R: I will, with God’s help. 


