
 

Restoring and Renewing the People of God - A Study of Ezra & Nehemiah 

“Dealing Decisively with Sin”       David Owens 

Scripture Reading: Ezra 9:2-4 (Sermon covers Ezra 9-10)           7.6.14 

 

Introduction: 

A. I fear that we have become so desensitized toward sin that we fail to have the 

proper ___________ toward it, whether it is our own sin, in sin in others’ lives. 

B. Ezra will _________ for us the right kind of reaction to sin, and by so doing, others 

will follow his ___________. 

 

 

I. The Story. 

 A. About ______ months after Ezra led a remnant back to the land, it was  

  reported to him that many people had ________ by taking _________ wives. 

 B. When Ezra heard the news he _______ his tunic and cloak, pulled hair from 

  his ________ and ________ and sat down ___________. 

 C. The first step in dealing decisively with sin is to recognize it from ________. 

 D. God knows that pagan wives make for pagan _____________, and pagan  

  husbands make for pagan _______________. 

 E. The rest of chapter 9 is an amazing _________ by Ezra in which he shows us 

  that a godly reaction to sin is to recognize it from Scripture, to _________  

  over it, and to ____________ it without excuse to the God of mercy. 

 F. Instead of _____________ a reluctant people into action, Ezra pricked their 

  conscience to the point that they propose a ___________. 

 G. Ezra called for a mandatory ___________, and the people __________. 

 H. The crowd pointed out that it was a ______ problem that needed time to  

  resolve, and trying to solve it while standing in the _______ was not wise. 

 I. The fact that it took _____ months to work through all the cases confirmed  

  the fact that the problem was bigger than Ezra realized. 

 

 

II. The Application - What lessons from today’s story can I apply in my life? 

 A. God’s people must remain ___________ and ______________ from the  

  world (Mt. 5:13-16; Jn. 17:14-18; James 4:4; 1 Jn. 2:15). 

 B. ______ must be seen for what it is and it must be detested. 

 C. When we find ourselves in sin, it must be ________, __________, and  

  decisively __________. 

  1. True Christians should be genuine, life-long “____________.” 

 

 

Answer Key:  Intro.A. response.  B. model, example.  I.A. sinned, pagan.  I.B. tore, 

head, beard, appalled.  I.C. Scripture.  I.D. households, households.  I.E. prayer, mourn, 

confess.  I.F. whipping, solution.  I.G. assembly, obeyed.  I.H. big, rain.  I.I. 3.  II.A. 

distinct, distinctive.  II.B. sin.  II.C. mourned, confessed, eliminated.  II.C.1. repenters. 


