
 

Restoring and Renewing the People of God - A Study of Ezra & Nehemiah 

“Overcoming Obstacles” (Part 2)       David Owens 

Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy 31:8 (Sermon covers Ezra 5-6)       6.15.14 
 

Introduction: 

A. Have you seen the “Keep ________ and __________ On” Posters? 

B. For our purposes today, I want us to think about “Keep ______ and _______ God.” 
 

I. The Story. 

 A. So how did God get the exiles moving again?  He sent ____________ to His 

  people through two __________ - ____________ and _________________. 

 B. Notice that the prophets didn’t just _________ to them, it appears that they 

  ____________ beside them. 

 C. What would you expect might happen after the exiles resumed work on the 

  temple?  Would you expect that they would face ________ and __________? 

 D. The local officials sent a letter to king _________ with concern about the  

  rebuilding of the temple. 

 E. We are told that “the eye of their God was watching over” them and they  

  were not __________ from rebuilding while the letter was sent. 

 F. As a good __________, Ezra gives us first-hand material whenever possible. 

 G. The letter they sent was a good one—not _____________ or _____________ 

  like the letter we looked at last week that was sent to Artaxerxes years later. 

 H. How ironic that Darius would never have known about Cyrus’ ______ if the 

  opponents hadn’t suggested that he look for it. 

 I. No outcome could have been more ___________, for the king’s reply now  

  put the temple builders in a far ___________ position than before. 

 J. Darius’ letter also decreed a severe _________ for anyone who would hinder 

  this project. 

 K. And so the temple was finished in the ___th year of Darius @ 515 B.C.,  

  that’s about _____ years after it had been started. 

 L. So this chapter brings the story of the first 20 some years of the Return to a 

  ___________ conclusion. 

 M. The age and efforts of Zerubbabel and Jeshua come to a close, and a new age 

  of Ezra and Nehemiah begin in the next chapter, but it is a _________ away. 
 

II. The Application - What lessons can we learn? 

 A. We learn about the power of God’s ___________ (Mt. 16:18; 1 Jn. 4:4; Ps. 

  23:4) 

 B. We learn about the power of ___________ and ___________ (He. 10:24-25) 

  1. The story of _________ ____________. 
 

Answer Key:  Intro.A. calm, carry.  B. calm, trust.  I.A. revelations, prophets, Haggai, 

Zechariah.  I.B. preach, worked.  I.C. obstacles, opposition.  I.D. Darius.  I.E. stopped.  

I.F. historian.  I.G. sensational, exaggerated.  I.H. decree.  I.I. favorable, stronger.  I.J. 

penalty.  I.K. 6, 22.  I.L. satisfying.  I.M. lifetime.  II.A. presence.  II.B. encouragement, 

enthusiasm.  II.B.1. Harry, Houdini. 


