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Introduction: 

A. ______ is the question that hits first and lingers longest. 

B. Lee Strobel commissioned a survey that asked people what question they wish they 

could ask God.  The #1 response was: “Why is there ___________ in the world?” 

C. As we will see, there are many good answers to this question, but none of them 

__________ answer the question. 
 

I. The Question of _____ - Is God all-powerful and good? 

 A. First, we need to understand the exact nature of God’s ________. 

  1. When God created humans with ______ ______, He put some things  

   beyond His power. 

 B. Second, we need to understand the nature of the ________. 

  1. There must be a certain _________ between God and humankind. 

  2. This world must be a logical, ______-abiding place. 

  3. The world must be highly ___________, but ___________. 

  4. If there is suffering, then it must be __________. 
 

II. The Question of ____ - Are there good reasons for suffering? 

 A. _______ is necessary for our _________. 

 B. A second reason for suffering is ______ (Gal. 6:7). 

 C. A third reason for suffering is ____________ (Prov. 3:11-12; Heb. 12:5-6). 

 D. A fourth reason for suffering is to _______, ________, and ___________ us 

  (1 Pet. 1:6-7). 

 E. A fifth reason for suffering is for the _______, and ____________ of God  

  (Jn. 9:3; 11:4; Gen. 50:20). 
 

III.  The Question of ____ - How can we cope with suffering? 

 A. We can cope with suffering through ___________ (Jn. 16:33; Job 1:20; 2:9-10). 

 B. We can cope with suffering through ___________ (Jms. 1:2-4; 2 Cor. 12:9-10). 

 C. We can cope with suffering through _____________.(Ps. 46:1; Heb. 4:14-16; 

  Rom. 8:28; 2 Cor. 4:16-17).  

 D. C.S. Lewis wrote: They say of some temporal suffering, “No future bliss can 

  make up for it,” not knowing that Heaven, once attained, will work   

  backwards and turn even that agony into glory. 

 

Answer Key:  A. Why.  B. suffering.  C. completely.  I. Who.  I.A. power.  I.A.1. free, will.  I.B. 

world.  I.B.1. distance.  I.B.2. law.  I.B.3. significant, temporary.  I.B.4. random.  II. Why.  II.A. 

Pain, survival.  II.B. sin.  II.C. discipline.  II.D. test, purify, strengthen.  II.E. glory, purpose.  III. 

How.  III.A. acceptance.  III.B. appreciation.  III.C. anchoring.   


