Read 2 Peter 3:16
16He

writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of
these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the
other Scriptures, to their own destruction.


Why might a person distort the Word of God?



What happens to people who distort God’s Word? Why?

Read James 1:21-25
Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.
22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.
Do what it says. 23Anyone who listens to the word but does not do
what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24and,
after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he
looks like. 25But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that
gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has
heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.


How is the Word of God like a mirror?



What blessings come from doing the Word of God?

Seeking God
Searching for truth and
meaning in the Bible

Read Acts 17:11-12
11

Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the
Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness
and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was
true.



Why is it important to receive the Word of God with eagerness and examine the Scriptures to determine the truth?



Are you willing to make the Word of God be your standard
for truth?
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Study #2:
The Word of God

Read Isaiah 55:8-11
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways,” declares the LORD. 9 “As the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts. 10 As the rain and the snow come down
from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and
making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and
bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It
will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and
achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”

Read John 12:47-50
Jesus said, “As for the person who hears my words but does not
keep them, I do not judge him. For I did not come to judge the
world, but to save it. 48There is a judge for the one who rejects me
and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will
condemn him at the last day. 49For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and
how to say it. 50I know that his command leads to eternal life. So
whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say.”
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Where did the Word of Jesus come from?



Why is it significant that God’s thoughts and ways are higher
than human thoughts and ways?



Why are the Words of Jesus so important?



What promise did God make in these verses about His Word?

Read Mark 7:5-13
So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why
don't your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders
instead of eating their food with ‘unclean’ hands?”
6He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you
hypocrites; as it is written: ‘These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me. 7They worship me in vain; their
teachings are but rules taught by men.’
8You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to
the traditions of men.”
9And he said to them: “You have a fine way of setting aside the
commands of God in order to observe[c] your own traditions! 10For
Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘Anyone
who curses his father or mother must be put to death.’ 11But you say
that if a man says to his father or mother: ‘Whatever help you might
otherwise have received from me is Corban’ (that is, a gift devoted to
God), 12then you no longer let him do anything for his father or
mother. 13Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that
you have handed down. And you do many things like that.”

Read 2 Timothy 3:15-17
...and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man
of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.


How are the Scriptures able to make a person wise for salvation?



What does it mean that all Scripture is God-breathed?



In what ways are the Scriptures useful?



Why is it significant that the Scriptures thoroughly equip a person for every good work?

Read Hebrews 4:12
For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit,
joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.


Why is it significant that the Bible is living and active?



How does the Bible work like a sword?



In what ways does the Bible judge the thoughts and attitudes of
the heart?



How might a person end up worshipping God in vain?



How might a person nullify the Word of God by their traditions?

