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“We will demonstrate God’s unconditional love and forgiveness daily, following the example
of His Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.”

Henry in the leaves at Saint Afterschool

Advent 2016

Why Do We Do That?

twice. I forget to whom that phrase is attributed,
but I agree wholeheartedly with it. I can feel the
spiritual connection that comes from the words
of our Hymns as they connect our heartstrings to
God in sung prayer.

By Deacon Vicar Donna

It’s difficult to believe that yet another church
year is in the books and a new year begins with
Advent. The Church Calendar operates on a
three year cycle so having finished Year C, we will
begin in Year A with the First Sunday of Advent on
November 27. With these cycles are a rotation
of assigned or recommended Scriptures for use
in our services. For the Daily Offices, such as
Morning and Evening prayer, Noonday Prayer,
Compline and Order for the Evening, there is a
two year cycle: Year 1 and Year 2. We will enter
into Year 1 again as Advent begins. In the back
of your Book of Common Prayer (BCP), you’ll find
the Lectionary listing all the Scriptures for use in
all of these services. There is also a Revised
Common Lectionary which can be found online,
which is very similar to the Prayerbook Lectionary,
with some minor changes.

We are so very blessed to have Jean Giuda as
our very committed pianist and organist. She
works with our dedicated choir to lead our time of
worship with a “Joyful Noise unto the Lord!” Good
music enriches our time of worship and I pray
that you enjoy the musical offerings of our choir.
Thank you to the choir who share their God-given
vocal talents for our enjoyment and enrichment
each week.
Our prayerbook, the Book of Common Prayer
(BCP), is full of wonderful prayers and services of
the Word of God based on Holy Scripture. This
past year we have been using Morning Prayer
as our principal Sunday service roughly once per
month. This was suggested so that, as your parttime Deacon Vicar, I could have one Sunday a
month off. My week is generally filled with a daily
regimen of study, not only for my classes, but also
reading and studying for sermon preparation.
On average I’m sure I put 8 to 10 hours into this
preparation and writing. I pray that you have
enjoyed having your fellow Lay-Leaders lead
Morning Prayer on these occasions. Perhaps now
that more people are familiar with the service, a
daily reading of Morning Prayer could be a holy
habit in our lives. Thank you to the several lay
leaders who have stepped up to fill this need as
worship leaders and speakers for these services.
We are very blessed by your ministry.

On another note, in my class this fall one of my
classmates suggested that I share my passion for
music with my congregation. This conversation
came about surrounding the selection of music
for regular services. This can be a rather
touchy subject. Many who grew up as ‘cradle
Episcopalians’ such as myself, will know many of
the Traditional Hymns quite readily. Coming from
a different Tradition, one may not recognize as
many of them. Here at Christ Church, we attempt to
keep everyone happy by using both the traditional
hymns as well as some more contemporary
selections and others in between. We are
blessed to have a second Hymnal approved by
our Diocese, the Celebration Hymnal (ours are
Grey). This Hymnal has a lot in common with our
1982 Hymnal, but has additional Hymns that we
also find to be very edifying and appropriate.
There are resources available which assist the
pastor and organist to select music and we do
avail ourselves of them. However, we like to add
some contemporary music to the ‘tried and true’
traditional selections. What you may or may not
know, is that the selection of hymns is based on
the Scriptures for the day. Quite often pieces of
music were written based upon a specific Scripture
or theme. As we listen to and sing our music, the
theme fills our being more deeply. I’ve always felt
that singing in church is as if we were praying

Each week we have a specified Collect or guiding
prayer which we read together near the beginning
of our Reserved Sacrament communion service.
If we are celebrating a specific Saint, or Holy Day,
there are specific Collects for each. Fortunately
we are allowed to have Communion most weeks
because the Diocese has approved Deacons to
offer the Reserved Sacrament to congregations
because there is a shortage of ordained Priests.
The service we use for this is not found in our
BCP, and this is the reason we have the full
service written out in our bulletin.
As a Deacon, there are three things I cannot do
which a Priest and Bishop can do. I remember
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portion reads, “Holy Holy Holy”. My family wanted
me to have it and make good use of it so we now
have it here at Christ Church and have used it
with our Red hangings. I would also like to offer
our thanks to all the members of our Altar Guild
who are so quietly dedicated to the improving our
worship time together.

them by thinking ABC. I cannot officially absolve
you of your sins. So, after the confession, the
words are changed slightly from what a Priest
would say. Honestly, it is God who forgives
us, so you hear my words as assurance of His
pardon. The B stands for Blessing. I cannot
give blessings. Again, this is something I can
assure, but not give. So this area of the service
is also altered. The third difference, is I cannot
consecrate the Wine and Bread as the Body and
Blood of Christ. As necessary, I travel to a Priest
who consecrates the elements for us and they
are kept in the Tabernacle on the altar. The red
light fixture above the altar when lit, signifies that
consecrated elements, the Body and Blood of
Christ, are present in the Sanctuary.

There are so many details that go into our time of
worship that I thought you might be interested in
understanding a little bit about how this all works.
I would like to offer a huge THANK YOU to Jerry
Theis and Gail Ashley who do so much behind
the scenes in preparing our service bulletins. We
are eternally grateful for their kind and generous
work which, along with all the others mentioned
above, help to make our time of worship such a
beautiful and meaningful occasion. God Bless
you all as you faithfully serve our Lord.

In addition, there is a wonderful group of ladies who
work diligently and quietly to be sure the altar is
prayerfully set and prepared for our worship each
week. The paraments or altar hangings you see
in various colors, are changed in accordance with
the day or season. We have Red, Green, White
and Purple paraments. The colors symbolize
different things that are intended to help us during
our time of worship. Red is the color of fire and
signifies the presence of God. Red is used for
Pentecost and ordinations and also symbolizes
blood so can also be used in celebrating Martyrs.
Green symbolizes earth and vegetation and
is used during the season of Epiphany and
during ‘ordinary’ time. White symbolizes purity
and holiness and virtue, as well as respect and
reverence. White is used for all high Holy Days
and festival days of the Church Year, especially
the seasons of Christmas and Easter, as well as
for baptism, marriage and confirmations. It is also
used for funerals as a symbol of the resurrection.
Purple (or sometimes blue) is the color of royalty
to welcome the coming of a King. It also evokes
pain and suffering and is thought to be penitential.
It is sometimes used as the traditional purple for
Advent to symbolize both the impending birth of
Jesus, yet also foreshadowing his death.

Faithfully Yours FHS
Deacon Vicar Donna

Christ Church
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In addition to the hangings we have fine linen
cloths which cover the altar. These are all very
expensive materials which require tender love
and care and lots of hand washing and ironing. In
fact, because they are so well cared for they last
many years. I was given one which was made by
my Great-Great Grandmother and the frontal lace
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Community Youth Group

Christmas Service Times
and Locations

Carol Angelone

We are continually blessed with many young
people attending the Youth Group meetings every
2 weeks. The Middle School young people are
beginning to attend also. We begin our meetings
with games, followed by a snack and a planning
session. We end with teaching in various forms,
oral presentations or on a DVD.

11/27 Advent begins with our regular Reserved
Sacrament Service at 10 a.m.
12/4 Service of Advent Lessons & Carols @ 10
a.m., followed by our Annual Meeting
12/11 Regular Sunday Services @ 10 a.m. Rose
Sunday

We have an energetic and eager-to-learn group
that enjoys good fellowship. They are always
looking for ways they can serve our community
and sometimes outside of this area.

12/18 Regular Sunday Services at 10 a.m. Greening of the Church will follow this service.
12/24 - Christmas Eve - Family Community Service will be held at the Presbyterian Church at 5
p.m.

Some of our members attended the Triennium
sponsored by the Presbytery. It was a time of
getting together for worship, praise, learning and
fellowship.

12/24 - Christ Church will have a Candlelight
Service with Eucharist - Christmas Carols begin
at 9:40 p.m. and the service will begin at 10 p.m.
Fr. Scott Garno from St. Matthew’s in Unadilla
will be our Guest Celebrant and Preacher.

This summer four of our youth attended Beaver
Cross Camp, sponsored by the Episcopal Church.
Once again they had a week of worship, praise,
learning and fellowship and down-to-earth good
fun.

Christ Church Annual Meeting

In October some of us visited a residence for
those coming out of jail, drug rehab or some
that are homeless. We had fun with those living
there, as well as some of their family members,
painting pumpkins, and occasionally ourselves!
We brought plenty of snacks for all to enjoy.
We look forward to other ways we can serve
these people in the future. We will be shopping
and packing goodies for one of our members
now attending college to let her know she is not
forgotten. Our youth have also agreed to adopt
a youngster from GMU for Christmas. There are
many other opportunities for future outreach to
our community.

will be held December 4 after church. A potluck
lunch will follow the annual meeting. Please bring
a dish to share. Reports/Articles for the annual
meeting report need to be submitted to Gail
Ashley (gashley@stny.rr.com) by November 22.
The vestry requests reports from the following
● Deacon Steckline’s ● St. Afterschool
Annual Report
● The Wardens
● Buildings and Grounds
● Youth group
● Mission and Outreach
● DOK
● Christian Ed
● Altar Guild
● Finance
● ECW
● Communications

We praise God for allowing us to bring these youth
together and helping them to grow spiritually as
they learn and reach out to others in need.

Choir Notes
Jean Giuda

For this season, we will continue choir rehearsals
after church preparing the following anthems:
For Advent - Christ Be Our Light, Prepare
the Way of the Lord and The King Shall Come
For Christmas Eve - Mary Did You Know,
O Holy Night

ECW Notes
Flora Taylor

This year has been one of transition and change
for the Christ Church Episcopal Church Women.
A dwindling number of members and increasing
years of age of our members have made us stop
and take a look at the future plans for the ECW.

We will rehearse for the Community Christmas
Eve Service Starting December 4th. The first
practice on December 4th is at 12:15 P.M. at Christ
Church. The next two, December 11th and 18th will
be at 12:15 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church. We
will warm up Christmas Eve, starting at 4:00 p.m.
for the service at 5:00 p.m. at the Presbyterian
Church.

While planning for our Apple Fest 2016 we decided
that the craft we had made in the past, combined
with the wonderful reindeer and snowmen that the
Men’s Breakfast had made would be sufficient for
sale at our festivities this year.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Many hands were on deck to help with the apple
pie making and we had a great time together
peeling and cutting, filling and packaging these
pies. Beautiful baskets of goodies were donated
for the youth. A yummy bake sale with homemade
sweets by so many of you was very popular. The
current quilt to be raffled off was displayed. We
thank all who provided items for the luncheon
and other goods for sale. Without your help and
donations none of this could have been possible.

Carol Angelone

We thank Terry and Barb Colf for devoting their
time and talents to the teaching of the Confirmation
class. In June, three were confirmed and one
adult was welcomed into the Episcopal Church.
Congratulations and God’s blessings to these
members.
The 2016-2017 session St. Afterschool is in full
swing, with, games, crafts and a healthy snack
and Christian education led by Deacon Donna.
The numbers attending are wonderful with about
20 youngsters this year. Several Pre-K and
Kindergarten students.

After a successful, but exhausting, Apple Fest, we
women of the ECW have decided to investigate
other ways to raise money for the spiritual support
of the youth of our community. We see the scope
of future Apple Fests will be greatly reduced
and possibly discontinued and we will welcome
any suggestions our congregation may offer to
maintain our financial support for our youth.

We continue to blessed by Deacon Donna’s
leading us in weekly Bible Studies. We have
completed the study of the Book of Daniel with
Dr. David Jeremiah. We are now looking at the
Beatitudes and how they apply to our Spiritual
growth as we learn more of what Jesus taught
during His ministry on earth and how it still applies
to us today. Our next study will begin during the
Advent Season. We have also selected a study
for Lent on Prayer and Fasting. We have great
discussion and sharing as we look into God’s
word and attempt to apply it to our daily walk with
Him. We welcome all to attend and be a part of
this growing in our spiritual life together.

A Post-Election Prayer for America*
The Rev. Michael K. Marsh

Saint Afterschool, Spreading
God’s Word

O God, you have bound us together in a common
life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles for
justice and truth, to confront one another without
hatred or bitterness, and to work together with
mutual forbearance and respect. Grant that we
may always prove ourselves a people mindful of
your favor and glad to do your will. Save us from
violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and
arrogance, and from every evil way.
We commend this nation to your merciful care,
that, being guided by your providence, we may
dwell secure in your peace. Grant to our president,
Barack, and our president-elect, Donald, wisdom
and strength to know and to do your will. Fill them
with the love of truth, justice, and righteousness.
Make them ever mindful of their calling to serve
this people in your fear; that by your grace and
guidance they may defend the dignity and liberties
of all persons, and lead this nation into becoming
one united people. All this we ask through our
Lord Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
*This prayer is a compilation and adaptation of
prayers from the Book of Common Prayer.

By Heather D. Ashley

This is my fifth year volunteering at Saint
Afterschool. I started to volunteer as a way to
get out of my house; a way to socialize as I don’t
often have the chance to do that. I never knew
how much Saint Afterschool would come to mean
to me or just how much difference I would make.
I started by coming and just helping out
in general. I soon had the task of putting on the
church music that the kids love to sing and dance
to. I loved watching the kids get so into dancing
to and singing God’s praises. For a few years this
was my one big task. I also helped with the crafts
occasionally.
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I have always loved arts and crafts and it is
one of my talents to come up with craft projects.
I believe it was God’s will to bring me to Saint
Afterschool to use this talent. I have, in the past
few years, become affectionately known as “the
Craft Lady” and am now responsible for coming
up with a craft project each week. I always try my
hardest to have my craft relate to the Bible lesson

Scientific Notations

the kids are learning because I feel like this is a
very fun way for God’s lessons to be reinforced in
the children.

By Chris Sadlocha

I love seeing how excited the children get
about coming to Saint Afterschool. They love the
fellowship with other kids and are all very curious
about God’s word. I know that each and every
Saint Afterschool volunteer makes a difference
in these children’s lives. As volunteers we are
looked up to by the children, the ones who show
the children what it means to live a Godly life. I try
to teach children this by my actions and attitude. I
want them to grow up with a clear image of what
it means to live a Godly life. Some of the children
have come from homes where they have not
heard God’s word before. I know that when these
children come to Saint Afterschool we are making
a big difference in their lives, one that will stay
with them when they grow up.

I came across this great story while looking for
Joy.
The Fork
There was a woman who had been diagnosed
and had been given three months to live. Her
doctor said she should start making preparations
to die, like we have been encouraged to do. She
contacted her pastor and asked him come to
her house to discuss certain aspects of her final
wishes. She told him which songs she wanted
sung at the service, what scriptures she would
like read, and what she wanted to be wearing.
The woman also told her pastor that she wanted
to be buried with her favorite Bible.
Everything was in order and the pastor was
preparing to leave when the woman suddenly
remembered something very important to her.
“There’s one more thing.” She said excitedly.
“What’s that?” asked the pastor. “This is very
important,” the woman continued, I want to be
buried with a fork in my right hand.” The pastor
stood looking at the woman not knowing quite
what to say. “That shocks you doesn’t it?” the
woman asked. “Well to be honest, I’m puzzled
by the request,” said the pastor.

I know also that not only are the children’s
lives enriched by Saint Afterschool, but my own
life is very enriched by the experience as well. I
have come to know the other wonderful volunteers
very well over the years. Before Saint Afterschool
I had a very general idea of who these people
were but I didn’t know just how kind, considerate
and loving they all are. They are all the definition
of what a Godly life should be, and they will
always be my example as I grow older. I have
grown to love each and every one of them with
all my heart; they have become very dear friends.

The woman explained. “In all my years of
attending church socials and functions where
food was involved (and let’s be honest, food is
an important part of any church event; spiritual or
otherwise); my favorite part was when whoever
was clearing away the dishes of the main course
would lean over and say you can keep your
fork. It was my favorite part because I knew that
something better was coming. When they told
me to keep my fork, I knew that something great
was about to be given to me. It wasn’t Jell-O
or pudding. It was cake or pie. Something with
substance. So I just want people to see me
there in that casket with a fork in my hand and
I want them to wonder ‘What’s with the fork?’
Then I want you to tell them: ‘Something better
is coming, so keep your fork too.’”

I am also very enriched by the children
themselves. The children demonstrate the
pureness of youth, a pureness that is often tainted
when one grows up. Every week I find that their
pure joy and exuberance for life restores those
feelings in me. I think this is another reason God
wants me to be a part of Saint Afterschool. Not
only am I making a difference in the children’s
lives, but they are certainly making a difference
in mine.
There are few volunteers at SaintAfterschool
each week, and that number is dwindling. We are
in desperate need of more volunteers, even if you
can’t come all the time. God has given us each
different talents and we need a collaboration of
these talents at Saint Afterschool. I know that I
plan to use the awesome crafting skills that God
has bestowed upon me to make a difference in
children’s lives for many years to come. I urge
people to truly think about helping out at Saint
Afterschool. You will be making a difference in the
future of these wonderful children and you will be
making a difference in your own future as well.

The pastor’s eyes welled up with tears of joy
as he hugged the woman good-bye. He knew
this would be one of the last times he would see
her before her death. But he also knew that the
woman had a better grasp of heaven than he did.
She KNEW that something better was coming.
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At the funeral people were walking by the
woman’s casket and they saw the pretty dress
she was wearing and her favorite Bible and the
fork placed in her right hand. Over and over the

pastor heard the question “What’s with the fork?”
Then over and over he smiled.

placed on the altar for Easter which is April 16, 2017. The
altar guild is appreciative of the spring and summer flowers
that parishioners donate.

During his message, the pastor told the people of
the conversation he had with the woman shortly
before she died. He also told them about the fork
and about what it symbolized to her. The pastor
told the people how he could not stop thinking
about the fork and told them that they probably
would not be able to stop thinking about it either.
He was right. So the next time you reach down
for your fork, let it remind you, oh so gently, that
there is something better coming.

The faithful eight of the Altar Guild prepare the altar weekly,
take care of the linens and greens and flowers. If at any
time a family would like to have flowers placed on the altar
in honor or memory of someone contact Deacon Donna or
any Altar Guild member. We welcome new members at any
time.
• The Greening of Christ Church for Christmas will take
place following the Sunday Service on December18. We
hope that as many as possible will stay and help put up the
wreathes, decorate the windows and put out the crèche.

Dear Lord: Help me to live with a fork in my hand.
That’s enough this time. Next time. I’ll let you
know if I found Joy.

• Each Christmas the altar is adorned with beautiful
poinsettias. Please help by making a donation in memory
or thanksgiving for someone you have lost or cherish. You
will find flower envelopes on the table in the narthex or
in your offering box. The deadline is Sunday Dec. 18. Just
place your flower envelope in the Sunday offering or give to
any altar guild member.

Altar Guild Notes
Anne Sebeck

Advent is upon us. The altar guild is preparing for the
season.The altar hangings have been changed to purple,
the Advent wreath is ready and the door wreathes are
adorned with purple ribbons. Flowers are not placed on
the altar, only wheat stalks. The greens, wreathes and
poinsettias will be ordered for Christmas. Flower donation
envelopes can be found in your offering box or the table in
the Narthex. The greening of Christ Church has become a
family affair and will take place following the December 18th
service.

• For many years the Butternut Valley Garden Club has
made wreathes for churches and public buildings in
Gilbertsville and Morris. The garden club would like to
thank Christ Church Vestry for allowing the club to use the
parish hall for this public service. This year the garden club
made twenty decorated wreathes. The advent wreathes on
the church door were made by the garden club.
• The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 1339 will be hosting a
Community Blood Drive on
Monday December 7th at Christ Church Parish Hall. The
blood drive will start at 1P.M and run until until 6 P.M. To
make an appointment or information call 783-2232. Give a
meaningful gift this holiday season and donate blood.

During Epiphany flowers or greens decorate the altar. Once
again there are no flowers during the Lenten season. There
are fresh palms for Palm Sunday and Lovely lilies will be

CHRIST CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT
January 1-October 31, 2014

Actual YTD

INCOME

EXPENSES

Budget YTD

Pledge and Plate
Fitch Gilbert
ADIT
Parish House

57897.96
9000.00
2585.67
345.00
69828.63

58333.30
9000.00
2456.41
___________
69789.71

Diocesan Assessment
Operating Expenses
Clergy
Outreach
Program

8968.83
15521.74
16604.18
4183.70
15914.18
61192.63

8153.30
20769.81
21002.64
6833.30
15033.40
71792.45
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2017 Services

1/1/2017- Morning Prayer

Verger
Molly
DelGiacco

Altar Guild
Maureen Alh and
Flora Taylor

1/6/2017 The Epiphany
1/8/2017
1/15/2017
1/22/2017

Sue Beach
Becky Brannick
Chris Sadlocha

1/29/2017
2/5/2017- Morning Prayer

Barb Colf
Molly
DelGiacco

2/12/2017

Flora Taylor and
Deb Beach

LEM

POP

Terry Colf
Garrick
Hoadley

NA

Deb & Chris

Diane Marvin
Carol Angelone
Chris Sadlocha

Barb Colf
Chris Sadlocha
Gail Ashley
Garrick
Hoadley

NA
Gail
Ashley
Flora
Taylor
Barb Colf
Jane Porter
Terry Colf

Deb & Chris

Heather Ashley

Kevin Steckline

Acolytes

Prayer
Team

Lector

Deb & Chris
Deb & Chris
Deb & Chris
Deb & Chris

NA

NA

Deb & Chris

Sue Beach

Terry Colf
Garrick
Hoadley

Kevin Steckline

Deb & Chris

2/19/2017

Chris Sadlocha

Diane Marvin

Chris Sadlocha

2/26/2017

Barb Colf
Molly
DelGiacco
Sue Beach
Chris Sadlocha

Carol Angelone

Barb Colf

Sue Beach
Gail
Ashley
Flora
Taylor

Chris Sadlocha
Heather Ashley
Terry Colf
Garrick
Hoadley

NA
Gail Ashley
Chris Sadlocha

NA
Barb Colf
Jane Porter

Deb & Chris
Deb & Chris
Deb & Chris

Kevin Steckline

Terry Colf

Deb & Chris

Diane Marvin
Chris Sadlocha

NA
Barb Colf
Garrick
Hoadley

NA
Sue Beach
Gail
Ashley
Flora
Taylor

Deb & Chris
Deb & Chris

Barb Colf

Deb & Chris

3/26/2017
4/2/2017- Morning Prayer
4/9/2017

Barb Colf
Molly
DelGiacco
Sue Beach

4/13/2016 Maundy Thursday

Carol Angelone

4/14/2016 Good Friday

Heather Ashley

4/16/2017

Jane Porter

Terry Colf

Gail Ashley
Garrick
Hoadley

Deb & Chris

Deb & Chris
Deb & Chris

Christ Episcopal Church
PO Box 345
Gilbertsville, New York 13776

3/5/2017- Morning Prayer
3/12/2017
3/19/2017

Deb & Chris

