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2 Epiphany A 1/15/17 

Sold Out or Warn Out? 

 

• Today’s theme is based on light, as we see in the Collect for this week.  Our 
Collect is meant to guide us into themes that reveal God’s direction through 
His Word, as we study, mark and inwardly digest His Word in our daily study 
of the Bible. 

• So when we think of light, what do we think of?  This week on the radio 
there was a comment that this time of the year can be the darkest, most 
difficult for those with Seasonal Affect Disorder.  I’m sure we can understand 
that as we’ve passed Christmas and New Year celebrations and the joy they can 
bring; the days are drab and dark outside and mostly cold. People tend to stay 
at home more and become more insular. Although it was nice to see some 
green grass and warmer temperatures for a few days this week! 

• Think back to your childhood or about children in general. They quite often 
prefer to have a ‘night light’ in their room for comfort, right?  Light helps to 
reveal what is there, and perhaps more importantly what’s NOT there.   

• Have you ever been in a dark room or place where you absolutely could not see 
your own hand in front of your face?  Think about being totally blind for a 
moment.  The blind must trust in someone to guide them, whether it is a 
trusted and well trained dog, or a trusted human friend. 

• Our Collect tells us that Jesus Christ is the “Light of the World.”  It is Christ 
who reveals the truth and is our guide for our spiritual blindness.   

• The Collect prays that we would be illumined by God’s Word and 
Sacraments, so that we could ‘SHINE’ with the ‘RADIANCE OF CHRIST’S 
GLORY’ so that we can make Him known, and bring others to worship and 
Obey Him - throughout the world. 

• As we break this down a bit we find God’s truth in His Word as we study Jesus’ 
life.  We see prophetic texts from the Old Testament being fulfilled by Jesus. 

• For instance, Isaiah was a prophet who lived 700 years before Christ came, 
and this piece of Scripture we see today speaks about this trusted servant who 
will save His despairing people with a salvation which is available to the 
whole world. 

• Despairing people have no hope, they are living in darkness and need light in 
their lives so they can see their way out of the darkness.  Jesus is this light; 
BUT it is also us as Christians who believe in Christ, and follow Him and live 
out our lives in faith and shine His light into the dark world. 
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• As Paul’s letter to the Corinthian Church reveals, all who believe as the 
Corinthians did, have received all that they need; this includes us. We are not 
lacking any spiritual gift as we await the second coming of Christ.  We can act 
now.  The Sacraments, especially Holy Communion will continue to feed us 
and empower us with God’s presence in our lives. 

• In this introduction to Paul’s first letter to the Corinthian Church we see three 
themes which will be developed in this letter.  They are apostleship, 
Sanctity of life and unity in Christ.  We are set apart (Sanctity of Life) for 
the specific purposes God places on each of our lives; to live out our lives as 
apostles for Christ in unity with other believers. 

• How many of us are tired, possibly depressed and frustrated with the way 
things are in our world?  Are we being overcome by the darkness?  How will we 
find our way? 

• How many of us are truly SOLD OUT FOR CHRIST?  Because if we are 
truly ‘ALL IN’ and ‘DEVOTED WHOLLY TO CHRIST’ we are that LIGHT 
which needs to shine into the dark places in the world, to reveal the TRUTH to 
all who are trapped in this darkness. 

• Colossians 3:23-24; says, “Whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord 
and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of 
the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.”   

• We probably all tend to look for encouragement from others, to be accepted by 
others and to be liked by them, and find their approval.  But as this piece of 
Scripture reveals, we don’t need to do things for others in this vain, but do for 
others because we see Christ in them.  

• Do we act one way at church and then act differently out in the world, in our 
jobs, or quietly tucked away in the secret dark recesses of our lives? 

• The secular world now seems to have a ‘stink-o-meter’ if you will.  They can 
see, as they observe Christian lives, whether or not they truly are ‘sold out’ for 
Christ or not.  Our actions, and our words out there in the world tell this 
clearly.  The word for this is integrity.  Is that what our Christian lives 
reveal? 

• First, let me say that none of us is perfect; we all make mistakes in life. But as 
Christians, we must acknowledge them, ask forgiveness or amend our ways 
and keep trudging onward attempting to be better Christians, learning from 
our mistakes.  Radical leaders for Christ admit their failures and don’t 
shift the blame off on someone else.  They rectify their errors and dive back in 
wholeheartedly for God’s purposes.   
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• We are being observed carefully by ‘unbelievers’ and by some who may have 
believed once in their lives, but have been hurt by alleged Christians who were 
not completely ‘sold out’ for Christ. 

• What would happen if everyone in our little congregation was completely 
sold out for Christ?  Being sold out for Christ means we would go 
anywhere and do anything for Christ.  He is our focus, it is His light that 
shines brightly from us, and everyone who knows us, knows that.  What an 
impact we would have upon this dark world, if we were totally and truly ‘All 
In’ for Jesus, and we were modeling Him as leaders in our world. 

• John the Baptist was totally sold out for Christ, especially when he saw the 
‘sign’ revealing that Jesus is truly God’s Son as John Baptized Jesus in the 
Jordan River. God told John that He would send the Spirit to descend and 
remain on the ONE who would baptize with the Holy Spirit; and that is Jesus. 
This is the sign of Jesus’ divine anointing. And this ‘sign’ helped John to say, 
I’m ALL IN for Christ. 

• Jack London stated from a secular perspective, something about how one lives 
their life as a fully engaged person, which I think we can use to shed some light 
here.  He said, “I would rather be ashes than dust!  I would rather that my 
spark should burn out in a brilliant blaze than it should be stifled by dry-rot.  I 
would rather be a superb meteor, every atom of me in magnificent glow, than a 
sleepy and permanent planet.  The proper function of a man is to live, not to 
exist. I shall never waste my days in trying to prolong them. I shall use my 
time.” 

• Christians can be this glowing spark of the life of Christ by the integrity of our 
living, in all we do and say, as we live out our lives for Christ, just as Christ 
lived His life.  IF we’re totally sold out for Christ.   

• Carl Madearis is a missionary to the Middle East, and a bestselling author and 
he coined this phrase in an article I read this week about being ‘Totally Sold 
Out For Christ’ and the merits of doing so.   

• A long-time friend of his, Rick Lawrence, who was interviewing Carl states 
that, “He’s the shrewdest person I know—shrewd in the way Jesus is shrewd, 
that is. And you have to be “innocently shrewd” like Jesus is if your “mission 
field” includes terrorists, political leaders, and Middle Eastern royalty.”  

• Carl is living out his life by paying ‘ridiculous attention to Jesus’ and the fruit 
that is being born from his ministry, is everlasting in its benefits.  

• Do we find ourselves HOLDING BACK on our testimony of how Christ has 
worked in our lives?  If we’re ‘all in’ we will hold nothing back! We aren’t 
bashful about sharing how God acts in our daily lives. 
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• Are we asking God for what He’ll have us do today?  Who we are to serve 
today? Are we obedient to what He asks us to do for Him each day, or only 
when it’s convenient for us?  Are we fully engaged with His purposes for our 
lives? Do we confess when we fall short and re-engage in His purposes? 

• There’s a song called “Dive” by Steven Curtis Chapman which sort of paints the 
appropriate picture for us. This is just a portion of the song: 

The long awaited rains 

Have fallen hard upon the thirsty ground 

And carved their way to where 

The wild and rushing river can be found 

And like the rain 

I have been carried here to where the river flows, yeah 

My heart is racing and my knees are weak 

As I walk to the edge 

I know there is no turning back 

Once my feet have left the ledge 

And in the rush I hear a voice 

That's telling me it's time to take the leap of faith 

So here I go 

 

I'm diving in, I'm going deep, in over my head I want to be 

Caught in the rush, tossed in the flow, in over my head I want to go 

The river's deep, the river's wide, the river's water is alive 

So sink or swim, I'm diving in (I'm diving in...) 
 

There is a supernatural power 

In this mighty river's flow 

It can bring the dead to life 

And it can fill an empty soul 
And give a heart the only thing 

Worth living and worth dying for, yeah 

But we will never know the awesome power 

Of the grace of God 

Until we let ourselves get swept away 

Into this holy flood 

So if you'll take my hand 

We'll close our eyes and count to three 

And take the leap of faith 

Come on let's go 

I'm diving in, I'm going deep, in over my head I want to be 

Caught in the rush, tossed in the flow, in over my head I want to go 

The river's deep, the river's wide, the river's water is alive 

So sink or swim, I'm diving in (I'm diving in...) 
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• Let us Pray, 

• Lord, set us on Fire for You.  Engage us in Your Holy and life-giving purposes. 
Help us to boldly and radically follow Jesus who has been revealed to us in 
clarity by your Word and in the ‘Signs’ we see; and who strengthens us with the 
Sacraments He gave us. Speak to us and use us as instruments of your light 
and life in the world. Refocus us in obedience to Your will.  In Jesus’ Name we 
pray. AMEN 


