
Five Lent A - April 2, 2017

There was a teacher who asked the children in her Sunday School class, 
"If I sold my house and my car, had a big garage sale and gave all my 
money to the church, would I get into heaven?" 
"NO!" the children all answered. 
"If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard, and kept everything 
neat and tidy, then would I get into heaven?" 
Again, the answer was "NO!" 
"Well," she continued, "then how can I get to heaven?" 
From the back of the room, a five-year-old boy shouted out, "You gotta be 
dead!” 
Out of the mouths of babes! Death, a topic no one likes to discuss or even 
think about. But it is part of the spiritual battle that Jesus takes on in His 
earthly mission. It’s a battle that he overcomes on Easter morning, and 
gives us a foretaste of it today with His friend Lazarus. 
So what is our faith all about anyway? Is it only, all about getting into 
heaven? What sort of spiritual progress have we each made during these 
weeks of Lent? Have we been challenged in our faith?  We may find that 
as we analyze the bones of our faith, they may have been found to be 
dried up and lacking?  What have we done about this? Have we found any 
solutions? 
Up to this point in the gospel of John, he has written about 7 signs or 
miracles of Jesus that reveal exactly who He is.  From his first miracle in 
Canaan, changing water into wine (Ch.2), He heals the official’s son at 
Capernaum (ch 4), and the sick man at the pool of Bethesda (Ch 5), and 
then last week the healing of the man who had been born blind (Ch 9). He 
also showed his power over nature by walking on water (Ch 6), feeding 
the 5,000 (Ch 6). And then we come to this miracle today and the 
awesome raising of Lazarus from death to new life!   
One might think John is urging his readers to make a decision 
about Jesus! That is what the Word of God is all about and unless we 
are in it, reading, marking and inwardly digesting it, we will find 
ourselves much like those dry bones in Ezekiel. Not worth very much 
unless we have the breath of life within us. 
When word reaches Jesus that his friend Lazarus is ill, Jesus immediately 
states that, “This illness does not lead to death, but it is for the glory 
of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
That’s quite similar to what he said about the man born blind last week, 
isn’t it? “This happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his 
life.”  He was pointing to the spiritual blindness of the religious 
community. 
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We too must discern whether we are spiritually blind or could we possibly 
need to update our spiritual eye glasses so that we can see more clearly, 
the battle which is being waged all around us. 
Jesus was quite intentional about spending extra time away, to be 
certain that Lazarus was fully dead, even ‘stinking dead’ as his sister put 
it, so that there is no other way under heaven for this healing to take 
place, other than by the hand of God. 
The Bible is full of stories that reveal God’s power and are also meant to 
bring us to deeper faith so that we can trust God in any uncertain 
circumstances of our own lives.  We can trust that God’s plan is for our 
good, even though it could be difficult.   
As we move toward trusting that God is walking with us through trials, 
and we begin to see His guidance and wisdom, directing our journey, it is 
then that our faith grows.   
Retrospect is usually helpful in bolstering faith, if we look for God’s hand 
in our trials.  Remember that we are in a spiritual battle.  Even though we 
don’t often see the devil and his tricks, we can be certain that he is alive 
and active in this world and it is he that we battle against. 
Just before leaving for our trip, Kevin had another bout with atrial 
fibrillation. (His heart was not beating correctly.) He had been fine for 
several years since the last procedure to correct this.  He ultimately was 
cardioverted, and restored to normal rhythm and was fine for our trip to 
Madagascar.   
However, we could have just as easily canceled the trip, living in fear 
instead of trusting in God. Trusting in God’s will and plan for us can be a 
leap, but we can trust that God is there to catch those who try to live 
obediently into His will.   
It is important to see the relationship of Jesus to these three, Martha, 
Mary and Lazarus. They knew each other well, in fact Jesus likely stayed 
with them whenever he was traveling through that area. So they were 
good friends, yet he stayed away another two days. And by the time he 
finally reaches them, Lazarus has been dead and buried 4 days.    
It’s easy to understand how difficult it would be for Martha and Mary to 
believe that there is anything anyone could do for their brother at this 
point.  
Jesus agonized over Lazarus’ death. The word they use to describe Jesus’ 
response actually means that he was in a state of rage. But we need to 
understand that it was most likely rage pointed at Satan for causing his 
friends such pain.  Moved by the pain of his friends, Jesus too, cried tears 
of sorrow and shared in their grief. Despite the fact that Jesus is God’s 
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Son and Divine, He is also human, so he expresses and knows our 
emotions, our sorrow.   
Jesus and his friends all know how angry the religious leaders are with 
him now and they worry about him being stoned to death. Jesus’ response 
is once more a spiritual one, stating that He is the light of this world 
and He will overcome the darkness, Satan, which causes people to 
stumble. 
We too are in danger if we do not consider the spiritual battle we are 
fighting.  The devil is out there prowling around, waiting to trip us up. His 
biggest lie is about death itself!  Because belief in Jesus and following 
Him brings us into His light and truth; and belief also brings us eternal 
life with our heavenly Father.   
Satan would have us believe that when death occurs, all the toys just go 
back in the box and its ‘game over’. In other words, he would have 
everyone believe that there is no Almighty God who walks with us, 
watching over us and guiding us, providing for us. NO, he would have us 
believe we are our own gods, and that we don’t need any god anyway! I 
think it appears that Satan is doing a pretty good job with the western 
world right now.  The church appears to be of little importance to many in 
the world. 
The light, or shall we say Jesus, reveals the enemy’s spiritual works in our 
lives as we pray and seek Him, and then we can repent of any wrong-
doing and be forgiven.  We can correct our trajectory and turn toward 
God, come into the light and make amends and be restored fully to our 
God.  
Doubting Thomas makes a bold and strong statement of desire to follow 
Christ to Lazarus - “let’s all go so we too may die with him.” They truly 
desired to follow Jesus faithfully and to believe in Him.  This sign, or 
miracle was as much for their belief in Jesus as the “Son of Man,” as it is 
for our own sakes now.  Remember during what we now call Holy Week, 
they will experience the death of this man they have been living with and 
learning from for the past 3 years. The grief experienced in this setting of 
Lazarus’ death will haunt them in the very near future. But because of the 
outcome, they will find hope. 
Jesus’ conversations with Martha and Mary are quite powerful as they 
show their faith in Jesus’ presence, that he could have prevented Lazarus’ 
death with his miraculous healing strength. 
The others who had followed Mary out to Jesus and then to the grave 
were asking why he couldn’t have healed Lazarus if he was able to heal a 
blind man and all the other signs He had done.  

Page �3



Five Lent A - April 2, 2017

Jesus’ prayer to His Father is out loud for their benefit, so they can 
understand His relationship with God the Father and His purpose in 
coming as the Son of Man. He calls for the rock to be rolled away and for 
Lazarus to come out.  
I can picture Lazarus totally wrapped hopping his way out to have them 
unwrap him and free him from his grave clothes. “Unbind him,” Jesus 
tells them.   
Who do we know who needs unbinding?  Maybe we know of 
someone with an addiction. Perhaps there is someone who is ill, or in a 
state of despair. There are many all around us who do not have a 
relationship with God or know what Jesus has done for them and us?   
The religious leaders are like a boiling pot about to boil over at this point, 
and now with this display of power as Lazarus is restored to life, they are 
feeling quite certain and convicted about their plan for Jesus. 
What does it mean for you to believe in Christ Jesus?  Is it more 
than just knowing that our names are in the Book of Life, and that we 
have a home in heaven waiting for us?   
What about all the people around us, who need our Jesus but who don’t 
know him yet? We know what He has done in our own lives, and what He 
can do for others as well.  Jesus wants to be in relationship with all of us, 
just as He was with Mary, Martha and Lazarus. He wants to unbind us of 
any hindrances that Satan has thrown in our paths.   
Pray about and then invite some friend to Palm Sunday service next week, 
and our Easter Services.  The Sunrise Service is always very moving if 
you’re an early riser, and it’s followed by a community breakfast with all 
three faith groups and the community.  Then we will have our 10 a.m. 
service here followed by coffee hour as usual. Easter is a wonderful time 
to invite people to come back, or to just come experience our fellowship. 
Faith is the ability to look past adverse circumstances and see God’s hand 
at work.  Sometimes we need to be God’s voice to speak into a friend’s 
situation to show them God’s hand and bring them to Christ for His 
healing and gift of grace. What is your faith built upon?  
At St. Patrick’s Cathedral of Toliara their altar is built of an immense 
piece of Labradorite. It is a semi-precious stone endemic to the area, with 
pieces of blueish hues, it’s really quite pretty. We brought pieces back 
with us as a reminder that we must build our faith upon the Rock, that is 
Jesus.  
Let us Pray, as our Collect leads us, Almighty God, you alone can bring 
into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people 
grace to love what you command desire what you promise; that, among 
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the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be 
fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
AMEN 
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