
Palm Sunday 9 April 2017 Betrayal

Who here has ever felt the sting of betrayal? Perhaps we have even 
been the betrayer?  Who comes to mind as we think about this topic of 
betrayal, but Judas.  He was a close friend of Jesus, living with Him and 
learning from Him over those 3 years. And yet he seals the fate of his 
close friend Jesus, for 30 pieces of silver. 
This past week in the news we have seen and heard about the betrayal 
of Syria’s own President Assad as he chose to use chemical warfare 
upon the people of his own Nation. Can we respond in any other way, 
but in anger and hate toward any who are so callous and thoughtless 
regarding human life?  I pray that we can.
If you have ever been betrayed by a close friend, think back to how you 
felt. What was your response? Or, what was your response when you 
watched the news about the Assyrian people? 
If you ever betrayed a friend and were ‘found out’ what was your 
response to that?
Betrayal can come in different forms. We even see the betrayal in Peter 
as he denies knowing Jesus those three times. He is convicted of his 
betrayal when the rooster crows, just as Jesus had predicted. Peter’s 
action was based in fear. 
His response was to weep bitterly. He sobbed for his having let down his 
closest friend, knowing he had done nothing to support Him. Later he 
will seek forgiveness as the Resurrected Jesus feeds His disciples on 
the beach.
All the disciples betrayed Jesus as they fled in fear. Fear can cause us 
to make poor choices, but who can blame them? What would any of us 
have done in this very situation?  
Peter was afraid that if he let on that he knew Jesus, he too might be 
arrested. What then would be his fate?  What will be the fate of his dear 
friend?  Must he too, sincerely follow the same path?  Well, ultimately 
yes, he will. But this week, he did not. 
In the end, once he knows the outcome and sees that God gave Jesus 
power over even death, by His resurrection, Peter will be convinced that 
God is there for him as well, through any ‘trial’ he might face. 
It is commonly believed in church tradition that the apostle Peter was 
crucified upside-down, by his own request, in Rome in fulfillment of 
Jesus’ prophecy (John 21:18). Peter learned from his betrayal that he 
could follow in faith and in obedience to God’s will and to follow Jesus 
without fear.
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Jesus sets the holy and godly response of forgiveness, as he faces his 
betrayer. He even calls him ‘friend’ knowing precisely what brutality lies 
ahead of him.  And Judas, pointedly betrays his friend with a ‘kiss’ which 
is a gesture of affection, not betrayal. Perhaps this was his kiss good-
bye. A kiss that he would very soon come to regret.
Imagine however, if Judas had waited a few days more, he would have 
been able to beg forgiveness personally to the Resurrected Jesus, and 
receive just that from Him.  Jesus would die for the sins of us all, even 
Judas. Judas didn’t need to die for his betrayal.
What brings one to betray a close friend?  Is it selfishness, envy or  
greed?  There could be other reasons as well, none of which are nice.
We even observe the betrayal of his three closest friends, albeit on 
another level, when Jesus took them to the garden at Gethsemane to 
pray and stand watch, but they fell asleep. As Jesus puts it, their spirit 
was willing, but the flesh is weak. We too must be leery of this fleshly 
weakness and learn to depend on God.
This topic of betrayal, we see today in unfaithful marriages causing 
divorces and all sorts of responses. We see it in the dog-eat-dog world 
of high finances, and business and in the political world. It’s all around 
us. It is in deed in the ‘fleshly driven world’ in which we live. We must be 
very careful not to be pulled into this world.

❖ In fact General Norman Schwarzkopf once said that, “Your organization 
(or personal life) will never get better unless you are willing to admit that 
there is something wrong with it." Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf

❖As we have been doing during the season of Lent, we must always look 
inwardly at our own hearts and observe and ask God what needs to 
change. Our ultimate example and goal in life is to be changed into the 
likeness of Jesus, who responds not with a sword, but with kindness, 
compassion and gentleness, even at the risk of His own life. We don’t 
take up our cross daily to crucify Jesus again, but to crucify our own 
selfishness, anger and negative responses.

❖Jesus admonishes his disciple who strikes out with the sword, and 
responds with His healing hand of compassion for those who came to 
arrest Him with clubs and swords.  His response to them is crucial. 

❖ “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to 
capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not 
seize me. But all this has taken place, that the scriptures of the 
prophets might be fulfilled.” 
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❖Read over the OT lesson again and view it as if they were the words of 
Jesus instead of Isaiah, and see if they don’t fit precisely what happens 
in the Passion story, especially at verse 6 and following. 

❖That is not a coincidence, this is prophetic and Jesus fulfills these words 
of the Prophet Isaiah, and many, many others.  Isaiah spoke these words 
some 700 years before Jesus was born.

❖Even the 30 pieces of silver and the outcome of the blood money is 
prophesied about by Jeremiah, and these words are fulfilled here as they 
purchase the potter’s field with the blood money.

❖This unfolding of events was so counterintuitive to the disciples and all 
who had been witnessing the miraculous deeds of Jesus.  Yet they had 
and knew their OT and were looking for the Messiah. They had just 
applied their own meaning to the words. They were looking for a different 
sort of Messiah, who would rid them of their oppressors.

❖The Gospel lesson that we read at the beginning in the parish hall, show 
all His followers proclaiming Jesus as their hopeful New King when they 
laid down their clothes, and leaves of palm, and also waved their palms 
as they hailed him saying, “Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”  

❖Days later, they were the same people calling for His Crucifixion. 
Betrayal again was having its evil way over the Son of Man.

❖And yet, there’s another way to view this.  All of these hurtful betrayals 
happened for a specific reason. God sent His son into the world as that 
baby, in the bloodline and lineage of King David to fulfill the Laws and the 
words of the Prophets of the Old Testament. 

❖And because God loves us so much, He sent us His one and only Son to 
be a sacrifice for all of the sins of the world, that all who believe in Him 
shall not perish, but have eternal life. God sent His son to save the world 
through Jesus, that we might receive eternal life and live in communion 
with God as one of His children. 

❖Jesus comes offering His own life in obedience to His Father God, as the 
free gift of Grace for the broken world.  All our betrayals and sins can be 
forgiven through Jesus Christ who is the Savior of this broken world.

❖Let us Pray:
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Almighty and ever living God, in your tender love for the human race you 
sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to 
suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: 
Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share 
in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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