
My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

• A minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to, at the end of 
the worship service, ask the congregation to come up with more money than they 
were expecting, for repairs to the church building. Therefore, he was annoyed to 
find out that the regular organist was all of a sudden out and a substitute had 
been brought in at the last minute.  

• The substitute wanted to know what to play for the service. "Here's a copy of the 
service," he said impatiently. "But you'll have to think of something to play after I 
make the announcement about the finances."  

• During the service, the minister paused and said, "Brothers and sisters, we are in 
great difficulty. The roof repairs cost twice as much as we expected, and we will 
need $4,000 more. Any of you who can pledge $100 or more, please stand up."  

• At that moment, the substitute organist played "The Star-Spangled Banner." And 
that is how the substitute organist became the regular. 

• For the minister, this was a lesson in how God provides. He also learned to have 
faith in the ones God sends to us! 

• Today’s lessons are filled with ‘faith lessons’ for us as we enter the second week 
of Lent. Abraham is a wonderful example with his faith in God, we see in our OT 
and Epistle readings. “He believed what God had said to him, and it was reckoned 
to him as righteousness.” And this was no small thing. 

• He was 99 years of age when God told him that he would finally have a child with 
Sarah, “When he was as good as dead!” the Scripture tells us!And Sarah as well 
was quite old. It was obviously the miraculous power of God, that would bring 
about this child from two elderly people, well past their child-bearing years. 

• “That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on God’s 
grace and be guaranteed to all Abraham’s descendants.” (Rms 4:16) Faith is a 
gift from God, not to be earned by anything we do, except to “BELIEVE in Him 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our 
trespasses and was raised for our justification.” (Rms 4:24-25) 

• As we turn to our Gospel lesson, we see Jesus teaching his disciples about what 
He will undergo, and he tells them quite plainly, “That he will undergo great 
suffering, and will be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and scribes and will 
be killed, but after three days rise again.” (Mk 8:31) And the part I want us to 
hone in on, is his response to Peter as he rebukes Jesus about giving his life. 

• Jesus says, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not 
on divine things but on human things”. (8:33)  

• This was in front of all the disciples, so it was an important lesson for them all, 
and one we should ponder deeply ourselves. 

• What we do with what we are given in life is truly important, not only for our own 
transformation, but for that of the Kingdom of God and the rest of the world. We 
cannot discount our actions and words in the world, especially when we are 
weathering a storm in our own lives.  
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• But more importantly because we have Christ within us, our actions and words 
can deliver salvation to this dark and hurting world who yearns to know about 
God, whether they know it or not! 

• There are Divine things and Human things, and we must discern between 
them. There are both good and bad things in this world, and yet we know that 
God is with us, even through those bad things we may experience. The world has 
been this way since the fall in the Garden of Eden, when SIN entered into the 
world. 

• We are in the sinful world now, living lives filled with the light of Christ. I 
immediately think of the repercussions from the Parkland FL shootings.  

• What has happened since these shootings? The survivors who consist of 
family and friends of the those who were innocently killed, have begun to stand 
up and speak out for a ‘better way’ to end gun violence and to keep our 
children safe in school. 

• The precise make-up of this ‘better way’ is yet to be ‘hashed out,’ but the youth 
from “Stoneman Douglas School” have demanded action, and have started a 
movement that will not allow for complacency any more, in dealing with the 
circumstances of this evil in the world.  

• These youth, who will inherit the responsibilities of governing our country, have 
especially spoken out with a ‘new fervor’ they never knew they would have. We 
can see that they have found a new purpose and power in their own lives; one 
which they never dreamed of themselves. 

• One young man who was interviewed apologized for his own complacency in the 
past, that this had not been an issue for him, until after his friends had been 
killed, despite the fact that this issue has been repeating in America since the 
shootings in Columbine, back in 1999, before most of these teens were even born.  

• But with maturity and strength, he articulated that he had ignored this issue, 
because it had not affected him personally. But many have now said that they 
have had ENOUGH! 

• A protest is being organized one month from the date of the shooting, taking 
place, March 14 at 10 o’clock in every time zone, and the peaceful protest is to last 
17 minutes, one minute for the life of each of the victims who lost their life in the 
massacre. Perhaps in solidarity, we should consider joining with them and ringing 
the church bells in honor of those who were taken that day. 

• They are demanding that Congress take legislative action on school safety and gun 
control. Students are also planning a protest in Washington DC on March 24, and 
are asking others who cannot make it to the Capitol to stage solidarity marches in 
their own communities. 

• These teens make me think of people like the Rev. Martin Luther King and  Rev. 
Billy Graham. Rev. Billy Graham died at the age of 99 this week. He was known 
for his charisma, but once said in an interview by USA Today, "I despise all this 
attention on me...I'm not trying to bring people to myself, but I know that God has 
sent me out as a warrior." USA TODAY 

• The effects and the tremendous chain-reaction that is started by faithful people as 
they respond to God’s call on their lives, is difficult to articulate or imagine. Rev. 
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Graham touched countless souls with his passionate preaching and loving service 
to the world. I don’t imagine he had any idea in the beginning, that this would be 
the outcome of his life. 

• The teens from Parkland Florida are following their own new-found passions and 
we pray that they help to bring about positive change for our future world. A 
quote from the March for Our Lives website states, “Every kid in this country 
now goes to school wondering if this day might be their last. We live 
in fear. It doesn't have to be this way. Change is coming. And it starts 
now, inspired by and led by the kids who are our hope for the future. 
Their young voices will be heard.” 

• In the past week or so, since this shooting our own area has had threats in 
Franklin, Charlotte Valley and even including our own school district, I was told. 
We, who have lived in relative security in America for generations, now must 
consider the state of the world around us, and be ready to take up our own cross 
and follow Jesus. 

• The gospel lesson is about discipleship, how to follow Christ, how we carry our 
own cross and follow Him. In order to do so, we must shed our cloak of self-
centeredness which focuses on us in this present world. If we want to find 
everlasting communion with God, we must be at one with Christ and seek to 
follow in His ways, again discerning between Human and Divine ways. 

• The cost of discipleship includes being able to follow Jesus and confess Him 
courageously. Our goal is to be less self-focused, so that we are free to follow the 
Messiah, letting go of our own plans and following His, in obedience and 
dependence on, and FAITH IN Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

• There was a patient who came in for an annual exam with their doctor, who was 
astonished to see that the patient had lost about 70 pounds since her last visit. 
When asked how this had happened, the patient began to tear up and told the 
doctor that it was God. The lady had gone to bed one night, and the next morning 
awoke a ‘new person’ with a ‘new conviction about her health and well-being.’  

• From then on she was focused on working out and eating right and changing her 
lifestyle. 

• The doctor asked if she had shared this with anyone, to which she replied, “Only a 
few close friends or family.” So the Christian doctor encouraged her to begin to 
share with others the power of God in her life, and just what He had accomplished 
within her.  

• My suspicion is that this young woman had cried out to God in some way, asking 
for help to change her life; and change it He did. She gladly accepted His help and 
now must gladly share with others what God has done for her. 

• For as the ending of today’s gospel lesson tells us, “Those who are ashamed of me 
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man 
will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of His Father with the holy 
angels.” (Mk 8:38)  

• At His second coming we all seek to hear Him speak these words to us, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant, well done.” (Mt 25:31)  
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• So, to be faithful servants we must be faith-filled. Faith is the ability to look past 
adverse circumstances and see God’s hand at work. Then we need to share what 
God is doing and bring others along in their faith.  

• Are we prepared for whatever will come our way in life?  
• How will our response shed God’s light and truth in the world? 
• Years ago a farmer owned land along the Atlantic seacoast. He constantly 

advertised for hired hands, but most people were reluctant to work on farms 
along the coastline. They dreaded the awful storms that raged, wreaking havoc on 
the buildings and crops.  

• As the farmer interviewed applicants for the job, he received a steady stream of 
refusals. Finally, a short, thin man, well past middle age, approached the farmer. 
"Are you a good farm hand?" the farmer asked him. “Well, I can sleep when 
the wind blows” answered the little man. Although puzzled by this answer, the 
farmer, desperate for help, hired him.  

• The little man worked well around the farm, busy from dawn to dusk, and the 
farmer felt satisfied with the man's work. Then one night the wind howled loudly 
in from offshore. Jumping out of bed, the farmer grabbed a lantern and rushed 
next door to the hired hand's sleeping quarters.  

• He shook the little man and yelled, "Get up! A storm is coming! Tie things down 
before they blow away!" The little man rolled over in bed and said firmly, "No 
sir. I told you, I can sleep when the wind blows."  

• Enraged by the response, the farmer was tempted to fire him on the spot. But 
instead, he hurried outside to prepare for the storm. To his amazement, he 
discovered that all of the haystacks had been covered with tarps. The cows were in 
the barn, the chickens were in the coops, and the doors were barred. The shutters 
were tightly secured. Everything was tied down. Nothing could blow away.  

• The farmer then understood what his hired hand meant, so he returned to his bed 
to also sleep while the wind blew.  

• The MORAL of the story is: When you're prepared, spiritually, mentally, and 
physically, you have nothing to fear. You can TRUST and have FAITH that God 
is with us, and will be there for us, to weather the storm with us.  

• Can you sleep when the wind blows through your life? The hired hand in the story 
was able to sleep because he had secured the farm against the storm.  

• We, as believers in Christ, secure ourselves against the storms of life by grounding 
ourselves in the Sacraments and the Word of God. That is, ‘My Faith Looks Up 
to Thee’ (look up the words in this hymn) and we have faith in Jesus Christ who 
offers us this free gift of GRACE, which SAVES us and sets us FREE from sin. We 
don't need to understand it all, we just need to hold His hand and believe that He 
is our God who Loves us and is with us, and who gives us peace in the midst of the 
storms of life. 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  AMEN 
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