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Before the service 

  

While we gather for worship in the church building, please respect the quiet time 

before the service begins as we prayerfully prepare ourselves for worship. You are 

invited to pray the following prayer for the presence of the Holy Spirit: 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the Hearts of Your faithful and kindle in us the Fire of 

Your love. Send forth Your Spirit and we shall be recreated-And You will 

renew the face of the earth. 

 

O God, Who did instruct the hearts of Your faithful people by the Light of 

Your Holy Spirit, grant that by the same Spirit we may be truly wise and ever 

rejoice in His consolation. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Our prayer today is that this special time of worship will be a time when you truly 

feel closer to God and that through the experience of both Word and Sacrament 

you will come into the presence of the saving love of Jesus Christ. 

 

During the service 

 

We recognize that some may be from different faith traditions and may or may not 

be comfortable with all aspects of our worship style – please don’t feel pressured to conform. 

Some people will make the sign of the cross, bow, or genuflect – these 

are personal expressions of worship. 

 

In general, we stand to sing, sit to listen and kneel to pray; but please be 

comfortable. If you find kneeling difficult, please sit instead. As you follow along 

in the program the words in bold are words we say together. Don’t worry if you 

lose your place, just “rise and fall with the tide.” Simply take in the service and its 

powerful message and soon you will find yourself back on track. 

 

Our hope is that by encouraging you to be comfortable, rather than worrying 

about “what to do,” you will then be more open to God’s presence. 

 

Hymns prefaced with a “B” are form the Blue 1982 Hymnal 

Hymns prefaced with a “G” are from the Gray Celebration Hymnal 

 
BE STILL AND KNOW… 

 

BEFORE THE LITURGY, IN SILENCE, TALK TO GOD 

 
                                           DURING THE LITURGY, LET GOD SPEAK TO YOU 

 

                                                                                      AFTER THE LITURGY, SPEAK TO ONE ANOTHER 
  
 



Opening Hymn: B 143 - The Glory of These Forty Days 

 

A Penitential Order Rite II                                                                           BCP p. 352 

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

People His mercy endures forever. 

The Decalogue being said, the people may kneel. 

Hear the commandments of God to his people: 

I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. 

You shall have no other gods but me. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

You shall not make for yourself any idol. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.  

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

Honor your father and your mother. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

You shall not commit murder. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

You shall not commit adultery. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

You shall not steal. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

You shall not be a false witness. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.  

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Jesus said, "The first commandments is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only 

Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and 

with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no 

commandment greater than these." Mark 12:29-31 



Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us an forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Kyrie eleison:  S 91 Please Stand 

Lord have mercy upon us. Lord have mercy upon us. 

Lord have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us. 

Christ have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us. 

Lord have mercy upon us. Lord have mercy upon us.  

Lord have mercy upon us 

 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

Let us pray: 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread 

which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in 

him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 



Please be seated for the reading of God’s Word 

 

The first lesson is from the Book of 1 Samuel 16:1-13: 

 

Now the Lord said to Samuel, “You have mourned long enough for Saul. I have rejected him as 

king of Israel, so fill your flask with olive oil and go to Bethlehem. Find a man named Jesse 

who lives there, for I have selected one of his sons to be my king.” 

But Samuel asked, “How can I do that? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 

“Take a heifer with you,” the Lord replied, “and say that you have come to make a sacrifice to 

the Lord. Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you which of his sons to anoint for me.” 

So Samuel did as the Lord instructed. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town 

came trembling to meet him. “What’s wrong?” they asked. “Do you come in peace?” 

“Yes,” Samuel replied. “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Purify yourselves and come with 

me to the sacrifice.” Then Samuel performed the purification rite for Jesse and his sons and 

invited them to the sacrifice, too. 

When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab and thought, “Surely this is the Lord’s 

anointed!” 

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I have rejected him. 

The Lord doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by outward appearance, but the 

Lord looks at the heart.” 

Then Jesse told his son Abinadab to step forward and walk in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, 

“This is not the one the Lord has chosen.” Next Jesse summoned Shimea, but Samuel said, 

“Neither is this the one the Lord has chosen.” In the same way all seven of Jesse’s sons were 

presented to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Then 

Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you have?” 

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching the sheep and 

goats.” 

“Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat until he arrives.” 

So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with beautiful eyes. 

And the Lord said, “This is the one; anoint him.” 

So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had brought 

and anointed David with the oil. And the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David from 

that day on. Then Samuel returned to Ramah. 

Reader: The Word of The Lord 

 



People        Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 23 will be prayed in unison 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 

  I shall not be in want. 
 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 

 and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. 
 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I shall fear no evil; * 

  for you are with me; 

  your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those 

who trouble me; * 

  you have anointed my head with oil, 

  and my cup is running over. 
 
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 

of my life, * 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

The second lesson is from the Letter to the Ephesians 5:8-14 

 

For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. So live as people of 

light! For this light within you produces only what is good and right and true. 

Carefully determine what pleases the Lord.  Take no part in the worthless deeds of evil and 

darkness; instead, expose them.  It is shameful even to talk about the things that ungodly people 

do in secret. But their evil intentions will be exposed when the light shines on them, for the light 

makes everything visible. This is why it is said,  

“Awake, O sleeper, 

    rise up from the dead, 

    and Christ will give you light.” 

 

Reader: The Word of The Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 

Please stand 

Sequence Hymn: B 490 - I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 



The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 9:1-41 

       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. “Rabbi,” his 

disciples asked him, “why was this man born blind? Was it because of his own sins or his 

parents’ sins?” 

“It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus answered. “This happened so the 

power of God could be seen in him. We must quickly carry out the tasks assigned us by the one 

who sent us. The night is coming, and then no one can work. But while I am here in the world, I 

am the light of the world.” 

Then he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and spread the mud over the blind man’s 

eyes. He told him, “Go wash yourself in the pool of Siloam” (Siloam means “sent”). So the man 

went and washed and came back seeing! 

His neighbors and others who knew him as a blind beggar asked each other, “Isn’t this the man 

who used to sit and beg?” Some said he was, and others said, “No, he just looks like him!” 

But the beggar kept saying, “Yes, I am the same one!” 

They asked, “Who healed you? What happened?” 

He told them, “The man they call Jesus made mud and spread it over my eyes and told me, ‘Go 

to the pool of Siloam and wash yourself.’ So I went and washed, and now I can see!” 

“Where is he now?” they asked. 

“I don’t know,” he replied. 

Then they took the man who had been blind to the Pharisees, because it was on the Sabbath that 

Jesus had made the mud and healed him. The Pharisees asked the man all about it. So he told 

them, “He put the mud over my eyes, and when I washed it away, I could see!” 

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man Jesus is not from God, for he is working on the 

Sabbath.” Others said, “But how could an ordinary sinner do such miraculous signs?” So there 

was a deep division of opinion among them. 

Then the Pharisees again questioned the man who had been blind and demanded, “What’s your 

opinion about this man who healed you?” 

The man replied, “I think he must be a prophet.” 



The Jewish leaders still refused to believe the man had been blind and could now see, so they 

called in his parents. They asked them, “Is this your son? Was he born blind? If so, how can he 

now see?” 

His parents replied, “We know this is our son and that he was born blind, but we don’t know 

how he can see or who healed him. Ask him. He is old enough to speak for himself.”  His 

parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who had announced that 

anyone saying Jesus was the Messiah would be expelled from the synagogue.  That’s why they 

said, “He is old enough. Ask him.” 

So for the second time they called in the man who had been blind and told him, “God should get 

the glory for this, because we know this man Jesus is a sinner.” 

“I don’t know whether he is a sinner,” the man replied. “But I know this: I was blind, and now I 

can see!” 

“But what did he do?” they asked. “How did he heal you?” 

“Look!” the man exclaimed. “I told you once. Didn’t you listen? Why do you want to hear it 

again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?” 

Then they cursed him and said, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses! We know 

God spoke to Moses, but we don’t even know where this man comes from.” 

“Why, that’s very strange!” the man replied. “He healed my eyes, and yet you don’t know 

where he comes from? We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but he is ready to hear those 

who worship him and do his will.  Ever since the world began, no one has been able to open the 

eyes of someone born blind.  If this man were not from God, he couldn’t have done it.” 

 “You were born a total sinner!” they answered. “Are you trying to teach us?” And they threw 

him out of the synagogue. 

When Jesus heard what had happened, he found the man and asked, “Do you believe in the Son 

of Man?” 

The man answered, “Who is he, sir? I want to believe in him.” 

“You have seen him,” Jesus said, “and he is speaking to you!” 

“Yes, Lord, I believe!” the man said. And he worshiped Jesus. 

Then Jesus told him, “I entered this world to render judgment—to give sight to the blind and to 

show those who think they see that they are blind.” 

Some Pharisees who were standing nearby heard him and asked, “Are you saying we’re blind?” 

“If you were blind, you wouldn’t be guilty,” Jesus replied. “But you remain guilty because you 

claim you can see. 



 

Officiant: The Gospel of the Lord 

People         Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Homily:  The Reverend Donna Steckline 

 

A moment of silent reflection follows… 

 

As the family of God, together let us profess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed 

(You’re invited to stand) BCP p.358 

 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

         and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

     he suffered death and was buried.  

    On the third day he rose again 

         in accordance with the Scriptures; 

    he ascended into heaven 

         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

         and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 



    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of the people                                                 Form III 

 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

 

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

People: That we all may be one. 

 

Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

People: That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

Leader: We pray for our Leaders: Michael our Presiding Bishop, William our Bishop, 

Donna our Priest; for Archbishop Justin and Bishop Moses in South Sudan; for all 

Bishops, Priests and Deacons and all who are called to your service.  

People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

Leader: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Leader: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People: That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Leader: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

People: That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Leader: Lord, we ask that you would stop the spread of this awful virus. Protect and keep 

healthy all who are in the medical field as they continue to care for all of our needs. 

Please help all who are sick to recover; contain the virus so it won't affect others.  

May it STOP soon. Help us to be PREPARED and strengthen us as intercessors to 

fight this spiritual battle. Decrease fear because You are in control, even when we do 

not see or feel it. 

People: We believe Lord, help our unbelief. 

 

Leader: Give to the departed eternal rest; 

People: Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

Leader: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 



Leader: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. (after the intercessory list is 

read, additional intercessions may be added aloud or in silence) 

 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions. 

 

Lord help us to boldly demonstrate Your unconditional love and forgiveness daily, 

following the example of Your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  AMEN 

 

The Celebrant: Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: 

Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

 

People        And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another in the name of our Lord 

 

Birthday and Anniversary Celebrations: Happy Birthday Blessings to: Kevin Steckline 3/22 

 

The Children’s Homily:  

          -children are invited forward to participate 

 

Offertory sentence: I appeal to you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present yourselves as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. (Romans 12:1) 

 

Offertory Hymn: G 591 - Have Thine Own Way, Lord! 

 

Please remember to mail in your stewardship offerings. The church needs to maintain our 

normal operations and without your offerings we will not be able to do so.  Please mail to: 

Christ Church Po Box 345 Gilbertsville, NY 13776 

 

The celebrant receives the people’s offering as the doxology is sung: 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost   

AMEN   

 

All things come from you, O Lord, and of your own have we given you. AMEN 



(1 Chronicles 29:14) 

 

Happy Birthday Blessings to: Kevin Steckline 3/22 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,        

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us             

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 

Almighty Father, Son and Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you forever.  AMEN 

 

Closing Hymn (Full verse intro): G 21 - O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
 

Announcements 
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Bulletin Notices: 

March 22, 2020  

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 29, 2020  

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Verger NA Verger NA 

Altar Guild NA Altar Guild NA 

Lector NA Lector NA 

LEM NA LEM NA 

POP NA POP NA 

Acolytes NA Acolytes NA 

Prayer Team NA Prayer Team NA 

Coffee Hour NA Coffee Hour NA 

 

 

 

March 22, 2020  

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 29, 2020  

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Psalm 23 Psalm 130 

Ephesians 5:8-14 Romans 8:6-11 

John 9:1-41 John 11:1-45 



 

 

Date 
Week’s 

Actual 

Giving 

Weekly 

Giving 

Target 

Actual Year 

to Date 

Giving 

 

Target Giving 

Year to Date 

Giving 

2020 Yearly Total 

Estimated Giving 

and Assessment 

Target 

3/15/2020 $624.00 $1,461.54 $12,587.00 $16,076.94 $76,000.00 

 

 

Vestry Meetings: are held on the third Sunday of the month after coffee hour.   

Next meets  

• April 19, 2020 regular meeting 

 

Easter Flowers: We hope and pray that we will be able to gather for our Easter services, so it is 

imperative that the flower offerings also be mailed in with your regular offerings. Again, please 

mail them to Christ Church PO Box 345 Gilbertsville NY 13776. Easter flowers are a necessity 

as we reach the end of the Penitential Season of Lent, and joyfully celebrate the Resurrection of 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We strive to create an environment that might resemble a 

taste of heaven, as all our senses are engaged. Easter flowers can be quite costly, so as you 

consider your memorial flower offerings for Easter, please be generous. Print clearly on the 

envelope, the name of the person(s) you would like remembered. Offerings will be accepted 

through Palm Sunday, April 5th. 

 

 

Good Friday Vigil through the Night Watches 

Following our Good Friday service, the Church will be set aside as a meditative place to watch 

and wait in vigil with the Lord. Consider spending some quiet time in contemplative prayer and 

silence before the Lord our God following our Good Friday service into the early morning of 

Holy Saturday. 

 

Holy Saturday 

On Holy Saturday, April 11, we plan to be setting up the church space for Easter at 9 am. Also 

during this time, Mtr. Donna will be available to bless your Easter foods. This is a tradition of 

the Anglican / Episcopal Church which you may want to consider. Just bring in your Easter 

foods when you come to help set up the church and receive multiple blessings all at once! 

 

Community Easter Sunrise Service  

Easter Sunrise Service at the overlook at the center of Gilbertsville is hoped to continue, 

however we have cancelled this year’s breakfast which would typically follow the outdoor 

service. April 12, Plan to participate in the Sunrise Easter Service at the overlook in the center 

of the village of Gilbertsville. We will gather early and watch the sunrise and begin our service 

at 6:30 am.  



 

Lenten Prayer Challenge: Mark the days of Lent with prayer. All are invited to participate. 

Here is how it works: 

1. Write your name on supplied card and place in basket 

2. Pick a card out and that will be the person you pray for during Lent 

3. Remember to pray daily for your person you picked. 

4. On Easter Sunday, parishioners will give an Easter Card to the person that they have been 

praying for during Lent. 

 

 

Bible Studies and Stations are cancelled until further notice  

2020 1st quarter Mission: donations can be mailed to the church noted in the ‘memo’ as 

Compassion Int’l Our first quarter mission collection is supporting Compassion International.  

Compassion is an organization that is committed to releasing children around the world from 

poverty in Jesus' name.  They do this mainly through direct child sponsorship.  The child 

sponsorship programs offers medical checkups and healthcare, health and hygiene training, 

ongoing Christian training through a partner local church, educational assistance, life skills 

training, nutritious food and supplements, recreational activities, protection from crime, and 

access to special services like surgeries and disaster relief.  Compassion also offers assistance to 

the general communities where their church-based child development centers are located.  

Through their gift catalog, donations of bibles, goats, chickens, water wells, etc. offer 

immediate assistance to the families of the participating children.  Please consider donating to 

this unique mission opportunity.   

2020 Parish Leadership Conferences have been cancelled. 

 

Weekly Holy Eucharist video: Bishop Bill will be putting together a video of a Holy Eucharist 

service for anyone who is unable to participate in church due to concern regarding issues 

surrounding the COVID-19 outbreak.  

 

The plan will be for a new video to be posted each week during this health crisis. Future 

recordings will be emailed and posted on the Diocesan website home page, at the bottom under 

Media. 

 

As Bishop Bill said in his letter, "Please keep one another in your prayers, especially those who 

are ill and suffering in other ways as a result of the current situation. By God’s grace, we will 

get through this and be all the stronger for it." 


