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Holy Name - Jan. 1, 2017 

“Choices” 
 

• HAPPY NEW YEAR!  We are eight days into the celebration of the twelve 
days of Christmas! Have you noticed that most people make it to 
Christmas Eve and open the gifts on Christmas Day and then, well 
Christmas is all over? 

• The build-up has been coming for months, starting even before 
Halloween, and yet they miss the twelve days in which to truly celebrate 
the coming of our Lord and Savior!  (Because Santa has come and gone!) 

• We Christians have a different way of celebrating Christmas, or at least 
we should. I came upon this very topic this week as I checked out of a 
store and the clerk began to say, “Merry Christmas” and then stopped 
and corrected herself by saying Happy New Year!  But I said, it’s okay, 
there are twelve days of Christmas, we’re still in the season of Christmas!  
She commented, “I go to church and I know that, actually!”  

• We ended up having quite a conversation about symbolism, Eucharist 
and our beliefs.  We can and should take the opportunity wherever it 
presents itself to converse about our Christian beliefs and values!  I 
observed that those around us, took notice of the conversation. Maybe 
some seeds were planted! 

• Here on Christmas Eve and Christmas morning we heard about the non-
believing husband who stayed home from Christmas Eve services, 
leaving his wife and children to go on their own. You see he could not 
understand how God would lower himself to become a human. It just 
didn’t make sense! 

• Well, then a blizzard struck, bringing down a flock of wild geese, who just 
could not continue on in their flight.  He was alerted to their difficulties 
by their misfired attempts to fly, in the end striking his windows. He 
knew he had to do something to provide shelter in this horrific storm or 
they would certainly perish. 

• All his  endeavors to save them with bread crumb trails and attempts to 
herd them into the barn were to no avail, until in his frustration he said, 
“If only I were a goose, then they would understand my attempts to 
save them!”  Whoa…Maybe that’s exactly how God feels about 
us!  Did you ever think of that? 
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• Well, the man had an EPIPHANY, and realized the truth in his own 
words of disbelief earlier to his wife.  God had to become one of us, so 
that we could understand Him!  This is the point of God coming as the 
Christ Child. 

• So that you’re not left hanging, the man used one of his own geese to lead 
the lost wild geese into his barn for the night.  I just love how God can 
use all of his creation to have the desired effect on his lost ones. 

• He uses not just the critters, like the geese, but also the weather, maybe 
even unbelievers, and as we see today, the sheep and shepherds as well.  
Today’s gospel shows how these lowly shepherds are the ones God uses 
as His first Witnesses to the new born King, the Messiah, Emmanuel, 
God with us, Jesus Christ, the Word. 

• I know you’re thinking enough with the names already!  But today is the 
eighth day of Christmas, and the eighth day of birth in a Jewish family 
meant circumcision and the day of naming the child. 

• Here is another point at which we see the obedience of Mary and Joseph 
who had been told by the Angel what they should name this Holy Child. 
They obediently named Him Jesus.  The name Jesus means ‘He Saves’ 
because Jesus is the one who brings salvation to the world. 

• God,  had to become one of us, so that we could relate and understand 
more about God’s character, and so by the sacrificing of His own life, we 
could be saved from our sinful nature, by our belief in Him. 

• Our reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians gives one of the earliest 
Christian statements of faith.  You see the rulers of the day were known 
to call themselves gods, because of their stature in society and politics as 
well as their wealth and military strength. 

• How counter-cultural it was then for the True King, Jesus Christ, to be 
born in the humility of a stable, placed in a feeding trough, visited and 
witnessed by some of the most untouchable in society, the ‘dirty’/unclean 
shepherds. This whole concept follows into Jesus’ ministry, doesn’t it. 

• In deed we must be clear that God longs to share His love with the, 
crippled, the blind, the impoverished and poor, the widowed, and the 
lonely.  Not that God won’t love the rich and famous, He surely will, but 
we see throughout Scripture that God is deeply concerned for those in 
need, and the rich in general often don’t feel they need anyone else.   
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• But those in need, as they meet with the love of Christ, can be some of 
the best witnesses to His Holy and life-giving power. 

• None of us are rich and famous, we may be considered somewhat 
prosperous, but that’s not what makes us who we are.  The other night 
while watching a Harry Potter movie as I drifted off to sleep, I caught this 
simple phrase which made a striking point, “It is not our abilities that 
show who we are, it’s our choices.” 

• Everything we do, how we speak, think and act, is all by 
choice.  We too must become like the goose, like Christ, formed into His 
humble character and likeness in our speech, our thoughts and our 
actions so that we can effect change in this world. We might think about 
becoming like those we serve in some ways. 

• For New Year’s Eve, Kevin and I watched a very moving film about 
Mother Teresa, who literally gave her own life away in service to Christ 
for the blind, the crippled, the dying the poor and destitute in India.   

• Despite the fact that she and others around her discerned that this was 
God’s will for her, to move away from the relative comfort of the convent 
and live with the impoverished, doing so was not easy. 

• She made some very difficult choices and stayed true to what God’s call 
on her life had been, despite the difficulties. As you may know, in the end 
her work was acknowledged as Mother Teresa received the Nobel Peace 
Prize, but they had quite a job convincing her that she should come and 
receive the award. The only reason she ultimately did, was because it 
would bring awareness about the poverty she was fighting against. 

• She lived her life, much like Christ, emptying herself of her own creature 
comforts and desires to fulfill the work God had placed before her.  

• He has similar desires for each one of us and for our church as well. It is 
our job in prayer to discern His direction and then stay on the path 
continually building the Kingdom of God by showing and sharing His 
love and peace in the world. 

• Scientists conduct experiments on guinea pigs to find out if a certain 
treatment works and if it will have any adverse side effects. Some guinea 
pigs grow tumors, get sick, or even die from the experiment. If the test 
harms the guinea pigs, it will probably harm humans in a similar way.  
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• The world is filled with human guinea pigs. We can avoid a lot of 
heartache by learning from others’ mistakes. Humans have experimented 
with risky behaviors thousands of times, so there’s no need for us to 
experiment with them too. Our choices speak volumes. 

• Don’t say, “It happened to them, but it won’t happen to me.” Just open 
our eyes and carefully observe everything that happened to them. The 
side effects won’t always be obvious at first, but given time the results are 
guaranteed to show up.  

• How we respond to difficult situations is another area we must be 
cautious.  Something doesn’t go the way we expect, how do we respond?  
With anger, vial language, perhaps even physical responses? The world 
often would push us to file a lawsuit in many circumstances. 

• We saw in the news recently how a little toddler was shot because the 
vehicle in which he was traveling apparently wasn’t going fast enough for 
the man behind them, so he shot into the car and the little child was 
killed. 

• Everyone gets to choose how they will spend their life on earth. In 
making our decisions, we would be wise to closely examine the human 
guinea pigs. They will show us exactly what will happen to us if we 
choose to follow their path.   

• We are also influenced by those with whom we surround ourselves.  But 
we can influence others as well. The way we can help to make the 
Christian message more meaningful is by demonstrating its 
worth in our own lives.  This is why our choices mean so much.   

• “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus…” 
(Phil. 2:5) 

• The fact that God came down to us as this humble little child, “…Who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men.” (Phil.2:6-7)  

• He experienced life as a human and never used His Divine powers to 
alter the outcome. 

• Without Christmas we have no Easter.  The birth of this God-child is for 
a specific purpose.  “And being found in human form, he humbled 
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himself by becoming obedient to the point of death—even death on a 
cross.”  (Phil 2:8) 

• Jesus grew into the God-man and knew the reason He came down. In 
obedience He lived a life worthy of our repeating; a life of obedience unto 
death.   

• “Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Phil 
2:9-10) 

• One day we may find that excellence comes when every 
assignment is taken seriously for the Glory of God.”  (adapted 

from a Kent Crockett statement) 


