
 

 Page 1 

4 Epiphany 1/22/17 A 

“Follow Me” 
 

• What would it take to get your attention?  I mean really, as we look at our 
gospel reading we see people dropping their entire livelihood, their 
employment, walking away from their families and all that would supply 
for their families needs, just to follow this itinerant preacher!  (Or so many 
thought that’s all He was!) 

• What would it take to get your attention? What would it take for you to 
drop everything and walk away from all that you have?  What was it that 
they saw in Jesus, that they could just drop all they had, and all they 
were about, just to “follow Him?”   

• A parallel question may be, why are you here?  Why do you come to 
church?  How ‘Sold Out’ are you for Christ? That’s what we talked about 
last week. 

• On Saturday, six people from our church went to St. James, Oneonta to 
attend our Parish Leadership Conference which was Diocesan offering 
and a teaching about Parish Health.  It was a great teaching with loads of 
pertinent information about how to live our lives in good relationships with 
those around us, both inside the church and out into the world. Lots of 
great information, much of which we haven’t even begun to digest. 

• It enabled us to look at our own church history and how we tend to repeat 
it, the good bad and the ugly.  The way we interact with one another sets 
the precedent for the health of our congregation. Are we listening to one 
another, or are we more about pushing our own agendas through? 

• When all is said and done, it gets down to the Great Commandment, to 
Love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul and mind and then the 
second commandment is to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. This 
is the foundation of our Christian faith. It is the basis of all that we do and 
believe. 

• One document which came out of this teaching is pertinent to us I 
believe, and to all Christians, but to us as a community of faith. We will 
adapt it specifically, for our congregation and share it with you in the near 
future. It is a Covenant for leaders.  Of course some of you may 
say,‘whew, that leaves me out!’ BUT ALL of us are to be leaders for 
Christ! So I’m sorry, you’re not off the hook! 
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• Long story short, one of the opening sections of the document states 
that,  “Church leadership includes many of the traits of organizational 
leadership, yet takes them a step further.  Like all leaders, church leaders 
are called to motivate and inspire others to achieve the vision and 
mission of the organization. Church leaders are also called to do so from 
a spiritual basis and to center their understanding of the vision and 
mission on the idea of living into their spiritual calling from the Lord and 
helping others to do so as well.”  

• That Golden rule, to Love God and then to Love others (our neighbor) is 
our primary focus. So we need to focus on our relationship to God and 
then to others; (Like the Cross) To Love God and Love others.  How well 
are we, and how well is our world doing this right now? 

• With the inauguration we saw protests, some peaceful, and some at the 
other end of the spectrum.  I fully believe that if you are attempting to 
bring forth ‘justice for all,’ a prime focus of our nation, that we attempt to 
do so with Love for God and for others. If we act with love and 
compassion, we are doing our ‘job,’. 

• As we move a bit deeper into Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, we see the 
concept of unity that Paul is striving for.  United to Christ that is, and His 
will.  We cannot be quarreling and not getting along. 

• We can listen with a loving ear to another person who, by the way also 
houses God’s Spirit within them, even though they may have a belief on 
the opposite end of the spectrum!  We all cannot possibly agree on all 
topics in all situations.  But we don’t have to be agitated and push our 
own beliefs on another.  

• We need to listen in Love and remain neutral, not respond with a knee-
jerk antagonistic response.  This is how we will forge relationships that 
can speak and listen and find new grounds on which to mutually agree.  

• The primary focus is found in prayer to God for all the issues that we 
face. For all the parties involved in any situation. That we are all able to 
listen in love, and to open minds to different opinions. Not that we must 
change ours, but that we can live amongst other opinions in love and 
community. 

• We do not have to demean others if they believe differently. We need to 
be sensitive to the thoughts and beliefs of others, in whom God is also 
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working, whether we believe that or not.  God uses believers and 
unbelievers for the fruit of His Kingdom! 

• Showing respect for where someone else is in their own journey is 
nothing but what we would expect from others about our own beliefs. 
Practicing forgiveness, repenting for our own shortcomings and 
encouraging others who are suffering through their own trials.  This is a 
topic on which Paul is speaking to the Corinthians. 

• This is the topic for which God sent His Son Jesus to die on the Cross for 
the forgiveness of OUR sins!  As Paul says here, “The message of the 
cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.” 

• People living in the darkness need to know of the power of God, who 
overcame death by rising to life again in the resurrection.  This is the gift 
of Grace which is offered to any and to all who would believe in Christ 
Jesus.   

• Jesus had a tremendous following.  Why do you think this was?  This is 
what we’re talking about some 2000 +  years later!  Why did they follow 
Him?   Why do YOU follow Him?  Or why are you considering 
following Him? 

• Historians agree that Jesus had such a following because the people 
who were following were seeing firsthand, the power of God working in 
and through Jesus.  They witnessed miracles of healing; they witnessed 
His wisdom and teaching as He addressed the quips and questions of 
the Pharisees and Jewish Leadership. He amazes us still today, in the 
Word of God. 

• If we CHOOSE to follow Him, we are called to be accountable to God for 
the way we live our lives.  It is a choice.  We must work hard to adopt HIS 
ways, to Love God and to fully LOVE OUR NEIGHBOR, whether we 
agree or just agree to disagree, WE CAN DO SO WITH LOVE. 

• The new disciples seemed to follow with a sense of urgency.  I feel that 
urgency myself still today, just knowing what we do about the second 
coming of Christ and the signs that mark this time. 

• When we encounter ‘friends’ (using the term loosely, as in acquaintances 
who may or may not be Christian) we must be able to speak with love 
and conviction about our own beliefs, yet respecting and listening to their 
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understandings.  How else will we be able to ‘teach’ and ‘redirect’ their 
understanding, if we cannot listen in love? 

• Listening is a crucial aspect of our Christian lives and it is one which 
shows that we care enough to take the time to hear their perspective. We 
don’t need to be swayed; but perhaps we could be open to their way of 
thought. Maybe we can learn something from them. 

• None of us has it ‘totally correct’.  None of us has all the answers.  God 
continues to reveal more and more in and through His faithful believers 
as we serve Him obedience and faithfulness; as we study the Word of 
God and as we seek to share and teach others about God.  That is what 
our Collect says, “Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our 
Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all the people the Good News of His 
salvations, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his 
marvelous works;  Lord let it be this way with us today and forever more. 

• In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  AMEN 


