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What Can I Give Him? 

Epiphany 1/8/17 A 

 

• Today we celebrate Epiphany, which actually occurred on Friday, the 6th 
of January; we just shifted the celebration to Sunday.  It marks the 12th 
and final day of the Christmas Season.   

• Epiphany is about the revealing of God’s Son to the Gentiles, as we see 
the Magi coming from the Far East to see this New King they learned 
about in the Miraculous ‘sign’ they observe in the night sky, this New 
Star.  They believed that when something new took place in the skies, 
there was an equally revealing new thing taking place on earth. 

• The Magi,  likely knew enough about prophetic texts, to know that Israel 
would one day welcome their Messiah as ‘King of the Jews’ in the city of 
David or Bethlehem.  

• God sent this miraculous star as a sign for the Magi to follow which rest-
ed over the home where Jesus now dwelt with his parents. He is no 
longer in the stable in a feeding trough, he’s a toddler. 

• The visit was likely not just days after His birth, not even just 12 days 
that we celebrate today, but within roughly 2 years of his birth. This little 
tidbit comes from Herod’s edict to kill all boys 2 years of age and under 
because Herod had asked the Magi for the exact time when they first saw 
this new star’s appearing.   

• My understanding is that our celebration of Epiphany is based more on 
convenience, than on actual dates and timing of events.   

• It’s also interesting that many believe there were 3 Magi, but we honestly 
do not even know how many there were, or their names. We most likely 
say three based upon the three gifts noted in Matthew’s gospel, or 
even the Christmas Carols that number them. 

• The Magi come bearing these gifts fit for a King, and these gifts are fur-
ther ‘signs’ or confirmation of who this child actually is and what His 
work will be about. After all He is God’s Son the Divine Messiah foretold 
in prophecy.   

• The gift of Gold of course would be a natural gift for a King, but in this 
case it is one which will help this little Royal family in the coming days as 
they would likely need the money as they flee from the wrath of Herod, 
when he demands that all male children, aged 2 and younger be killed in 
Bethlehem. 

• You see Herod, the Roman placed ‘King’ ruling over the Jews felt threat-
ened by the news of a new ‘King of the Jews’ declared by these travelers.  
He wants to get rid of any chance for survival of this new born King. Nat-
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urally we know that God warned Joseph in a dream to flee to Egypt out-
side Herod’s jurisdiction for safety, which they do. 

• The Magi also brought Frankincense which was a perfume or incense 
fit for a deity. We know that Jesus truly is God’s Divine Son and thus 
the  gift is fit for a God.   

• Myrrh was used as an anointing or embalming oil which points ahead to 
his death, which would be Jesus’ future gift to the world for our salva-
tion. 

• So since we are on the topic of Gifts I’d like to ask,  If we had the op-
portunity to give a gift to the Christ Child, what would we 
give Him? 

• God worked through the Magi and their gifts which were ‘signs’ which  
revealed His true identity and purpose.   

• What would our gifts reflect or reveal about us, or our 
thoughts about Jesus? 

• We don’t have royalty here in America, but we see and hear enough 
about the British Royalty to know a bit about them.  I can’t imagine at-
tempting to select a gift for them, let alone one for the True King Jesus! 

• It’s difficult enough to pick out a gift for those we love in our own fami-
lies! But really, does God want or need a gift from us? 

• He certainly doesn’t need material gifts or items we might purchase, but 
is there something we can give that would be an appropriate gift for 
our King? 

• Giving isn’t hard if we love the object of our gift. But if we don’t love 
the one whom we offer the gift, giving is extremely difficult. 

• So, let me ask another question.  “What if you woke up today with 
only the things that you thanked God for yesterday.”   

• I have this statement as a decorative sign given to me by a very dear 
friend, and it has prompted many people who have read it to really con-
template, and take stock in what they are grateful for, and then, to take 
the time and really begin to Thank God for all that He has given for us. 

• Since our world seems to revolve around ‘us’ in our selfish ways…I also 
was thinking about the many gifts I have received. Do we see, that all 
that each of has, is actually from God?  We should be very grateful 
for all that we have and all that God does for us.   

• Because these gifts from the Magi were also ‘signs’ I might ask if we are 
aware of the ‘signs’ that God sends for each of us each and every day?  
And then if we’re aware of them, are we grateful for them? Do we re-
member our manners and Thank God for them? 
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• It definitely takes discernment and a connectedness to God to become 
aware of His signs around us; and it takes practice!  We need to slow 
down enough to see the awe; we need to be quiet and thoughtful enough 
to be able to hear His Word to us. 

• Our prayer life is one place this connectedness takes place, where we cry 
out to God in both gratefulness and in petition for our needs and the 
needs of others for whom we pray. 

• I have to give thanks for this ‘sign’ that was a gift to me and one which 
has spoken to people who have noticed it in my home.  I was pretty 
amazed by the two specific people who commented on its impact in their 
lives. It awakened and reminded them of God acting in their lives, and 
prompted a response from them. 

• This is exactly why God sends ‘signs’ or ‘miracles’, to prompt a response. 
Responses will be different for each of us, from a response to a new-
found faith in God, to steps in growing faith and understanding.   

• I know there are times in our lives when we cry out from the depths of 
our being for God to ‘give me a sign,’ as we struggle with a particular 
issue in life.  I had a t-shirt  that said, “God if you’re really there, just give 
me a sign.”  Then behind the guy praying this, was a flashing neon lit sign 
saying, “I’m right here!”  But we often don’t see the ‘neon sign.’  

• Many go through life and rarely recognize God’s hand in the beauty sur-
rounding them, let alone His prompting in one’s heart as the thought to 
be careful driving flashes through our mind.  Then, just ahead is a group 
of deer or some other dangerous thing. 

• He uses His creation, He uses each of us, He uses miracles and the be-
nign to speak to us; if we would only notice.  Do we expect miracles?  
Do we believe that He is attempting to get our attention and 
speak to us? 

• The ‘signs’ are all around us, and if we ask for eyes to see Him, we will 
begin to see Him.  

• “What if you woke up today with only the things that you 
thanked God for yesterday.”   

• I think we would find ourselves in grateful prayer for hours on end, 
wouldn’t we?  Thank God that He’s merciful and loving!  But hey, maybe 
that’s exactly the gift He’s looking for from us.  Our thanks. 

• When we recognize that all that we have and all that we are is totally 
from God, then we rely on Him for everything. 

• My final paper for my Mission Class was based on a Medical Missionary 
by the name of Helen Roseveare.  She was an amazing woman, who liter-
ally emptied herself of all her creaturely desires and wills and became 
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subservient to God and served him in a very volatile environment in 
Congo. 

• Even after experiencing the brutality of being raped twice and beaten and 
kicked in the face losing teeth, she was somehow able to give God thanks 
for these awful experiences which formed her more and more into His 
likeness.  She heard God say to her, “I trust you enough to give you these 
experiences” and from them, the experiences did bear fruit for the King-
dom of God. She was able to help others through extremely difficult cir-
cumstances of life, based on God’s work through her. 

• In Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians 5:18 , he tells us the same, “Give 
thanks in ALL circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you.” 

• Let us pray:  Lord God, you gave us the Supreme gift of your Son, Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  As we rejoice with the Magi in God’s reve-
lation of Jesus to the Gentile world, may we begin to recognize Your work 
in the world all around us.  Prepare our hearts to be our gift to You, 
and prepare our lives as our gift of service to you, that You will use us for 
the building up of Your Kingdom here on earth.  Lord give us your Divine 
guidance throughout all our days.  AMEN 


