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4 Epiphany A 1/29/17 
 
 

• Today’s reading from the Prophet Micah is an interesting one. It depicts 
a Divine Lawsuit - God has a legal complaint against Israel. He tells them 
to plead their case and He calls on the mountains and the foundations of 
the earth as His witnesses. 

• Then the Lord speaks to what His dispute is against the Israelites, asking 
what they think that He has done? He reminds them of His gracious acts, 
redeeming them from slavery in Egypt.  

• He speaks of their history and key figures within it, from Moses, Aaron 
and Miriam to the story in Numbers about King Balak and the pagan 
prophet Balaam.  If this story is unfamiliar to you, it’s worth a read - 
Nubmers 22-24. It shows God’s power and mercy over acts of humanity. 

• God opens the mouth of Balaam’s donkey who speaks to him!  Balaam 
had been disobedient to God. Balaam felt that the donkey was disobeying 
him because he wouldn’t pass where he was guiding the donkey.  BUT 
the donkey was seeing an armed angel of God who was sent to keep 
Balaam from his human task which was going directly against what God 
had spoken. 

• After God opens the donkey’s mouth and it speaks, Balaam’s eyes are 
then opened and he too sees this angel of the Lord with a sword in his 
hand, ready to strike him down if he were to pass.  So the donkey saved 
Balaam’s life, and Balaam repents of his anger and the fact that he beat 
his donkey three times. 

• In God’s providence and almighty power, God shows that He can do 
ANYTHING! God just wants our obedience and we see all these 
mighty acts of God in the history written in the Bible.  

• As the reading continues, there are a couple of rhetorical questions then 
posed, which demand a negative response. Of course God doesn’t need 
animals sacrificed, let alone our children sacrificed for our sinfulness!   

• Then comes a statement, said to be one of the most memorable in the 
OT, which defines a proper relationship to God. 
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• “He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord 
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and walk 
humbly with your God?”   

• Micah summarizes the themes of his contemporaries, the prophet Amos: 
who stresses to ‘Act justly’ and Isaiah: to ‘walk humbly with your God’ 
and Hosea: to ‘love mercy’.  

• This way of life is echoed through each reading today.  Our Psalm 15 
written by David, gives instruction for those who desire access to God.  
The instructions are that our walk must be blameless, to be loyal to God 
and to be faithful to His Covenant directives.  Remember the 10 
Commandments God gave the Israelites?  They continue to guide still 
today. 

• One must be morally pure in order to see God.  Those who fear God are 
those who honor God and order their lives in accordance with His will 
because of their Reverence for Him.   

• How are we doing so far?  Our world has fallen away from God’s 
ways, believing that they can do just fine without Him. As Paul says in his 
letter to the Corinthians, God has made the foolish the wisdom of the 
world.   

• In other words, those who think they can handle things entirely on their 
own wisdom and power think we’re pretty foolish for believing in this 
God whom they cannot even see! Whose power they don’t even 
understand! 

• We know that, “God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.”  On that final day, 
when Christ returns those who are ‘fools for Christ’ will be found to be 
the wise ones and they will rejoice and boast in our Almighty and All 
Powerful God in all His Glory! 

• The Gospel reading today is called the Beatitudes which we studied 
recently. It is one of Jesus’ most famous teachings. As we learned, they 
are a bit counter-intuitive at times. But they too speak boldly of how we, 
as Christ’s followers are called to be ‘different,’ to be ‘holy’. They tell us 
how to live our lives. 
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• God has called out a people for Himself.  It started with Adam and 
Eve, then Abraham and the Israelites and then by the Acts of the 
Apostles the Gentile world is openly embraced as well.   

• The Gospel lesson is also referred to as the “Sermon on the Mount’ and it 
clearly describes what human life and human community look like 
when we abide under God’s gracious rule. 

• What do we look like when we follow God’s gracious rule?  
DIFFERENT!  Hopefully! 

• We are BLESSED when we Depend totally on God, in spiritual 
bankruptcy - that’s what it is when we’re poor in Spirit. We empty 
ourselves of our own will and desires and depend upon God’s Spirit 
totally for His wisdom, guidance and all we need. 

• We are BLESSED when we mourn over our own sinfulness and repent 
of our sins, because then we receive God’s forgiveness and His gift of 
grace, and we are comforted. 

• We are BLESSED when we are meek; when we are gentle, humble, 
considerate, courteous and we show self control; for we will inherit the 
earth! 

• We are BLESSED when we have spiritual hunger and search for 
righteousness; here is that right living, following God’s ways and seeking 
Him so then we will be filled and no longer hungering. 

• Notice that the first four Beatitudes were about our attitude toward God. 
Now we will turn to our attitude toward others. 

• We are BLESSED when we show mercy to others, because the measure 
of forgiveness we use toward others will be the same measure we receive 
from God.  Showing mercy and forgiveness toward others means we will 
receive the mercy we need; and we all need an abundance of that! 

• We are BLESSED when we are pure in heart, honest and true to God’s 
ways. We must really mean it, not just outwardly in our actions, but 
inwardly in our hearts. That’s what being Holy is! 

• We are BLESSED when we make peace, both in the church and in the 
community, resolving conflict and standing for justice with peace, love 
and compassion. When we do this we are called children of God! 
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• We are BLESSED when we are persecuted for righteousness’ sake. John 
Stott says that, “Persecution is simply the clash between two 
irreconcilable value systems.”  Throughout Scripture there is a definite 
pattern of Persecution first and then Glory is shown and that is the 
Kingdom of Heaven which believers will receive.  

• The Word of God is filled with directives on how we are to live godly 
lives. We see rich history of thousands of years in the OT, from which we 
can learn immense amounts.  BUT we must be studying the Word in 
order to draw lessons from it.   

• The OT is the portion of the Bible they used and knew in Jesus’ day. They 
knew the stories, the songs and prayers in the Psalms as well as the 
prophetic words found in the books of the prophets.   

• The OT is a book about Jesus and is well worth our time and study. It 
clearly is God’s Divine Revelation of Himself to His people, the people He 
has called as His children.  Those who must live ‘DIFFERENTLY’ from 
the world. 

• Our world is changing at a rate so fast, we can hardly keep up with all of 
the changes.  But we Christians shouldn’t be attempting to keep up with 
the changing world, because we are called to live in the world but not OF 
the world. We are called out, to be Holy people, to show the world a 
better way, a very different way. 

• A storeowner interviewed a young man for a job. He was asked, "If I hire 
you to work in my store, will you be honest and truthful?" The young 
man answered, "I will be honest and truthful whether you hire me or not. 
God still sees us, even when no one is watching.”  

• That is the sort of attitude we must portray in the world.  We must be His 
Glorious Shining Light in this world of darkness, where God has placed 
us as His Holy and life-giving people, His children.  The world is 
starving, but they don’t know what they are hungering for. 

• We know the better way, the only way for life and salvation, through our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

• May our lives show this way to the searching world. May God’s light 
reveal the truth of this path and we pray that those who observe our ways 
and see His Light, will seek to know more and to join us on this journey 
to Holiness, Love and Peace in the Kingdom of God. 
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In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  AMEN 


