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5 EpiphanyA 2/5/17 
Corrective Surgery 

 

• There were these two women, and they were conversing about their feet, 
of all things!  They were, it seems, obsessed with how ugly their feet were 
and they were considering “corrective surgery,” so that they would look 
nice!   

• Now, granted there are things like bunions and hammer toes which do 
present such troubles that may require surgery, but there are plenty of 
other things that we could be worried about changing, than the 
appearance of our feet, for appearance sake!  And I’m not talking about 
having a face lift either!  

• Isaiah is pretty concerned with the Israelites in our OT reading today.  
They seem to be complaining that God is not listening to their prayers, 
even when they have fasted!  Maybe we can relate to that very 
thing?   

• Fasting prayer is an interesting topic which shows God how serious we 
are about the topics for which we pray. During Lent we will study Fasting 
Prayer at our Wednesday night soup, bread and salad dinner and study. 
So look for details so that together we can learn more about this 
important topic of fasting prayer. 

• An online description states that, “Sackcloth and ashes were used in Old 
Testament times as a symbol of debasement, mourning, and/or 
repentance. Someone wanting to show his repentant heart would often 
wear sackcloth, sit in ashes, and put ashes on top of his head. Sackcloth 
was a coarse material usually made of black goat’s hair, making it quite 
uncomfortable to wear. The ashes signified desolation and ruin.” There 
are many OT references to sackcloth and ashes. 

• “Sackcloth and ashes were also used as a public sign of repentance and 
humility before God. Remember the story of Jonah who declared to the 
people of Nineveh that God was going to destroy them for their 
wickedness, everyone from the king on down responded with repentance, 
fasting, and sackcloth and ashes (Jonah 3:5–7). They even put sackcloth 
on their animals (verse 8). Their reasoning was, “Who knows? God may 
yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will 
not perish” (verse 9).”  
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• “This is interesting because the Bible never says that Jonah’s message 
included any mention of God’s mercy; but mercy is what they received. 
It’s clear that the Ninevites’ donning of sackcloth and ashes was not a 
meaningless show. God saw genuine change—a humble change of 
heart represented by the sackcloth and ashes—and it caused Him to 
“relent” and not bring about His plan to destroy them (Jonah 3:10).” 

• Anyone feel like putting on sackcloth and sitting in a pile of 
ashes for our world today?  We all need His grace and mercy! 

• Here, Isaiah points out that they seem to be ‘going through the motions’ 
and ‘doing all the right things’ for appearance sake, but their hearts are 
not really in it.  For instance, he points out that they are serving their 
own interests when they fast, and yet make their employees work so they 
cannot observe the fast. 

• He also points out that although they may have fasted, they continue to 
quarrel and fight and even “strike with a wicked fist.” God, speaking 
through Isaiah His prophet kind of goes on a rant!  He turns the eye 
toward the concerns that are on God’s heart; the things for which He 
wants His followers to be concerned. 

• The“bonds of injustice” in the world today are pretty obvious, whether 
race or religiously related. Here in Isaiah they dealt with similar issues  
as well as those who were oppressed who must be set free.  The poor, 
homeless and hungry must be cared for.  When they are hungry, feed 
them. When they are unclothed, then clothe them.  

• He warns them about turning their backs on their own kin!  This is 
another obvious flaw in our society today, when we have so many broken 
homes, estranged families who can’t seem to get along and work things 
out. 

• Isaiah reminds them that if these ways ordained by God are 
followed, His light of Love shines through and healing takes 
place.  We cannot be fixated on ‘our way’ vs. ‘their way’ or the ‘us’ vs. 
‘them’ sort of mentality.  We cannot speak evil of others and point the 
finger at someone else. 

• As someone once wisely stated, “When you point a finger at someone 
else, there are three more pointing right back at yourself!” Not one of us 
will avoid the judgment of God. We will all be held accountable for our 
actions. 
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• The Israelites were living in this pagan world which crept into their lives 
and they began to follow those worldly pagan ways instead of following 
the commandments of the Lord.  We too are in danger of the same. 

• Isaiah points out however, that if we stop all that nonsense, and take up 
the injustices we see in the world and fight these evils with His Love and 
peace, justice, mercy and grace, then the “Lord will guide us continually, 
and He will satisfy the needs of the afflicted.”  “He will guide his 
followers continually and satisfy your need in parched places, and make 
your bones strong.”  “You shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of 
water, whose waters never fail.”   

• These breeches in the foundations of our world need repairing!  Will we 
faithfully take on the task?  We at least should be praying for 
resolution for these issues we observe in the world. 

• Today’s Psalm 112 celebrates the happiness of obeying God’s commands 
and truly making a difference for God in the world.  There’s no better 
time, than right now to be convicted about making a difference in 
our world!  To get on our knees in prayer for the issues facing us. 

• The Psalmist speaks of how blessed the generation will be for this type of 
obedience.  Again we see this repeating theme of light verses darkness, 
which we also see in today’s gospel along with saltiness; this theme 
speaks to managing affairs with justice and with an abundance of mercy. 

• Consider then, what commandments we actually find difficult 
to follow.  Are we just going through the motions and our 
hearts are hard and bitter inside us? 

• God has a plan for each one of us, for even those who are not following 
Him right now!  Do we trust that plan and trust that God is going to 
come through, that His plan will actually be the best one?  Corrie Ten 
Boom used this analogy about trust, “When a train goes through a tunnel 
and it gets dark, you don't throw away the ticket and jump off. You sit 
still and trust the engineer."  

• It’s difficult when we are personally persecuted in some way, whether it’s 
a rumor someone starts, or worse. It’s difficult not to get bitter toward 
the other party. It’s difficult to be nice to them, and not want to lash out 
at them. 
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• The Bible tells us we must turn the other cheek.  We do so because God 
will deal with each of us directly, either the day we come face to face to 
Him and have to account for our own actions, or He may have a plan to 
change the other person’s hearts while they are still living, through us 
and our generous and loving actions or someone else.  We need to trust 
in that plan, even while we don’t know what it is! We need to always offer 
love and grace. 

• We must account for our own actions as well as our inaction or 
silence.  If we ignore situations right in front of us, the silences turns to 
apathy or indifference.  Maybe God wants to use us for some particular 
injustice we are confronted with on our journey. 

• We must speak words of wisdom as Paul indicates in his letter to the 
Corinthians, and demonstrate God’s power through His Spirit.  We don’t 
depend on our own wisdom or words, but we let the Spirit work in and 
through as we faithfully live out His commandments, especially by loving 
our neighbor.  

• “What no eye has seen, no ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who love him.”  What an amazing 
phrase…doesn’t it make you pause and consider what awaits us in the 
ever-after - but also in the ‘here and now’ for those who are obedient to 
His commands.  His plan is always for good and is always the BEST. 

• Andrew Murray once said, “God reserves the very best for those who 
leave the choice with Him."   

• If we consider any sort of corrective surgery, may God be the surgeon 
who does some surgery on our spiritual hearts, to soften them and fill 
them with His love and light, so that we are able to open our embrace to 
the world with His Love and in obedience to His commands so that the 
world may know that the same gift of Grace we received, is available to 
them and is freely offered through us. 

 
In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  AMEN 


