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• In the past few weeks we have been talking about following God, following His 

commandments and His will for us in the world. We’ve thought about whether 

or not we’re going through the motions for appearance sake, or living righteous 

lives because our hearts are right with God and we truly want to follow Him and 

we want to grow in Christ’s likeness. 

• Today’s scriptures follow along the same line except we begin to look directly 

at some of those God given Commandments that we are to live by, the Ten 

Commandments.   

• Deuteronomy shows us what happens when we choose to follow God, or when 

we choose to deny God.  By following His ways, we choose to receive freedom, 

life and prosperity.  By denying or forgetting about God we leave behind us all 

that makes life rich and fun and productive as God intended it to be. 

• Denying God means certain death; following God means life.  We see the 

opposing choices - Life / death, blessings / curses.  Do we want those who 

follow after us to receive blessings or curses?  This is the choice we have. 

• Our Psalm once again affirms this belief, that to follow God and His ways will 

make one happy and grateful to God.  

• If we sincerely put our trust in God, He will lavish His grace upon us. In His 

strength, our attempts to do good in the world will have His power to achieve 

His purposes. If our hearts are right, and we attempt to live according to His 

ways, He will bless and protect us.  

• In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul speaks to the church he helped to establish. 

Notice he wants to speak to them as ‘spiritual people’ but states that they are 

still people of the flesh, infants in Christ.  In other words, they are not living 

right lives according to the commands of God, they are consumed and 

influenced by the worldly ways around them.   

• When someone makes a step toward living a Godly life, we must be prepared 

for the arrows and attack from Satan. He’s not happy when people turn from the 

worldly ways and begin to follow Christ.  We must be spiritually prepared for 

these attacks. Breaking apart relationships is one place Satan loves to work. 

• Paul points out that there is still jealousy and quarreling and, “Behaving 

according to human inclinations.”  What he’s talking about in mentioning 

himself and Appolos, would be like saying you are followers of Fr. Joe or Fr. 

Scott, or any other priest or pastor who taught you about the faith.  It’s 

ALWAYS ONLY ABOUT JESUS CHRIST! 
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• He points out that anyone’s journey should be influenced by any number of 

godly people.  Someone plants the initial seed of faith, another comes along and 

essentially adds water for growth and the seed begins to sprout. Another person 

comes along and adds food and the faith grows further.  You get the idea. 

• As the church, this is exactly what we are to do. No one of us is any more or less 

important than another. We are each expected to follow God’s commands and 

with grateful hearts share our faith with others. Our world has thumbed their 

nose to our God. We can see this for instance, by those who wish to remove any 

reference of God from courthouses. They want freedom FROM God. If only 

they would realize the play on words and understand that they would obtain 

freedom with BELIEF IN HIM. 

• Sharing our faith may seem like a difficult task, however if we are in God’s 

Word and receiving the Sacraments and striving to live godly lives, we will 

exhibit His character as we live out our lives, in all that we do, by responding in 

Love, especially in difficult circumstances. 

• In Matthew’s gospel we begin to touch on some of the ten commandments.  

Here  we are dealing with the issue of quarreling.  Apparently people were bad-

mouthing each other, calling names and throwing insults around. 

• Why does he place Murder in the midst of name calling?  Well, the Command 

“Thou shall not commit murder” is talking about premeditated murder. That’s 

something that is planned out.  It is not talking about accidentally killing 

someone, it’s a build up from name calling to the pot boiling-over with rage 

when someone hates another so much, they plan to kill them. 

• The point here is that if you’re angry with another, go and repair this breach in 

the foundation of God’s love for others, or it can eventually lead to murderous 

thinking. 

• Remember the first and most important command is to Love God with all our 

heart, soul and mind. And the second is like it, and it is to Love our neighbor as 

we love ourselves.  Do to others as you want done to yourself. 

• So being reconciled is the point.  Paul stresses the point further by saying when 

you trek your 3 day journey to the Temple and have purchased your animal for 

the sacrifice of your sins, if at that point you realize that you have a broken 

relationship with someone, you are to leave the sacrifice and trek back the 3 

days and make amends with the person before you make the sacrifice and 

worship the Lord. 
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• There is an element of exaggeration here, only to stress the importance of the 

topic of being reconciled before we come to the altar of God.  This is something 

we must do on a weekly basis to keep our characters bright and shining with 

God’s love, otherwise we end up seeing our hearts hardening and becoming cold 

like stone toward others.  

• Kent Crockett once said, “We base our forgiveness on what God has done for 

us, not on what another person has done to us.” This is of great importance.  As 

we know, none of us is sinless and it is only by God’s sacrifice of His Son Jesus 

that any of us becomes holy in any way.  It is by receiving His free gift of mercy 

and grace that we become whole, we become children of God and bearers of His 

life-giving Spirit. 

• What helps, is to remember that the measure of grace and mercy we give to 

others is the same measure which will be used for us when we come face to face 

with our Lord and Savior. 

• Our world could use a huge dose of forgiveness right now. Imagine a world 

where people lived in harmony and acted loving toward one another. 

• Paul goes on to speak of adultery, lust and divorce.  Like the name calling, 

lusting over someone takes one down the wrong path that could lead to adultery 

and divorce. The point is to keep the vows that we have made to our mates and 

to live holy lives. 

• Our world is plagued with pornography. It is readily available whether we’re 

looking for it or not; on the computer, in magazines and television. I worry 

about the youth of today who come across pornography through their innocent 

studies on the Internet. 

• People who put porn out there actually purchase old web addresses that are 

related to searches children might use, just to draw them in!  Once it appears in 

the browser, the child is curious and is drawn into this dark sinister world of 

porn; and easily hooked. 

• It happens to our children, to adults and is something that we  need to face and 

work to rid ourselves of. There is help available. Some may recall the movie 

‘Fireproof’ which dealt with this very issue. 

• Porn is so easily accessed and so terribly demeaning and deadly to our Christian 

lives and marriages. In fact many don’t even understand that it’s a bad thing in 

today’s world, because it is so easily obtained.  People are easily hooked, so we 
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must be vigilant and turn away, put blocks and safeguards on our computers to 

help keep our children safe from this. 

• Pornography leads to this lusting behavior which is playing a huge part in the 

decline of faithful marriages today, ending with the high divorces rates we see. 

• The pagans of Paul’s day didn’t have pornography like our culture has, but they 

had sexual acts as part of their pagan sacrifices.  God’s intention is for us to live 

holy lives honoring one another in our marriages and seeking to live out our 

lives in faithfulness to our partner.   

• Let your Yes be YES and your No be NO! Anything else, Paul says comes from 

the evil one.  There is no other place that Satan would like to wreak havoc than 

in ‘relationships,’  whether personal committed relationships of marriage or in 

our families and friendships. 

• Looking out at our world and thinking about relationships, do we see how badly 

we have gone wrong here in America? Times certainly have changed, but is it 

for the good? There is much for which we can take to our knees and pray about. 

• I’ll leave you with this closing thought about a father who was reading a 

magazine but was being bothered by his little girl.  She wanted to know what the 

United States looked like.  Finally, he tore a sheet out of his new magazine, on 

which was printed the map of the country. 

• Tearing it into small pieces, he handed it to her and said, “Go into the other 

room and see if you can put this together.”  After a few minutes, she returned 

and handed him the map, correctly fitted and taped together. 

• The father was surprised and asked how she had finished so quickly… “Oh,” 

she said, “on the other side of the paper is a picture of Jesus. When I got all of 

Jesus back where He belonged, then our country just came together.” 

• If it were only as simple as this!  Let us pray… 

 

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our prayers; 

and because in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the help 

of your grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please you both in will 

and deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  AMEN 
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