
• A man fell into a pit and couldn't get himself out. 
• A subjective person came along and said, "I feel for you down there." 
• An objective person walked by and said, "It's logical that someone would fall down 

there." 
• A Pharisee said, "Only bad people fall into pits." 
• A mathematician calculated how deep the pit was. 
• A news reporter wanted the exclusive story on the pit. 
• A self-pitying person said, "You haven't seen anything until you've seen my pit." 
• A fire-and-brimstone preacher said, "You deserve your pit." 
• A Christian Scientist observed, "The pit is just in your mind." 
• A psychologist noted, "Your mother and father are to blame for you being in that 

pit." 
• A self-esteem therapist said, "Believe in yourself and you can get out of that pit.”
• An optimist said, "Things could be worse." 
• A pessimist claimed, "Things will get worse." 
• Jesus, seeing the man, took him by the hand and lifted him out of the pit.

• What type of person are we? Hopefully not the one who caused the man to trip and 
fall into the pit!

• Paul’s letter to the Corinthians today, speaks about ‘not causing others to stumble and 
fall.’ As Christians we are always being watched. Naturally God always has His eye 
on us, but so does the ‘world’ who watches our every step, every word and every detail of 
our lives, trying to point to the hypocrisy of Christianity. Are we helping their case 
or are we disproving it?

• We have probably encountered the type of person over and over, who thinks the 
‘church’ is not for them, ‘because they are just after my money.’  Or the one who 
thinks, ‘they don’t need God, they can handle life just fine without any help from 
him.’ Then there are those who have just fallen away from the church because they 
are just plain ‘too busy’ to come to church!  How can we positively impact these 
people groups for Christ?

• The world is always watching us, so it’s very important, just as Paul is relaying to the 
Corinthians, what we do out in the world really matters. Paul speaks of their 
‘liberty’ or their ‘freedom’ because they understand as Christians, that there is really 
only ONE TRUE GOD. So the sacrifices the people of Corinth were making to their 
handmade gods, were really nothing at all. So the food wasn’t harmful, unless those 
who were watching them eat it, didn’t understand or know about the ONE TRUE 
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GOD. So they needed to be careful about eating in such circumstances, lest they cause 
someone to stumble or confuse them. 

• Their pagan temples acted as a butcher shop and banquet hall essentially, because of 
all the food offered as sacrifices to their pagan gods. At least they weren’t letting the 
foods go to waste. But think about it, if all of a sudden, thee new Christians were 
eating this food offered in pagan sacrifices, which they previously wouldn’t have 
gone near, then why would they all of a sudden begin to eat it? They would be 
causing confusion.

• Our world is confusing enough without us adding to it!  We need to be a ‘type’ of 
Christ to the world out there, who really need to begin to understand the freedom He 
provides us. Christian freedom is grounded in LOVE, God’s love for us in Christ 
Jesus. Remember how much God loves us?  

• He loves us so much that He gave His son as a sacrifice for us, for our sins, so that we 
would not have to be punished for them ourselves. Jesus took the punishment for us 
and died that brutal death on the cross, so that we who believe in His resurrection 
from the dead, can spend eternity in heaven alongside our LOVING TRIUNE GOD. 

• That is how much God loves us, and it is our free gift of grace for which we should be 
eternally grateful and full of praise, just as our Psalmist writes. 

• We also must be mindful of coming off like ‘know-it-alls,’ or ‘arrogant’ when we 
reach out to others. Paul also warns us of this when he said, “Knowledge puffs up, but 
love builds up.” And that’s what we’re called to, to build up the Kingdom of God.

• Our Psalm (Ps. 111) today gives us a ‘posture’ that would be helpful for our actions. 
“Fear of the Lord.” This fear is “not an outright paralyzing terror closing in on all 
sides, but fear in the sense of reverence… in the sense of awe for the Lord’s amazing 
deeds.” (Anne H. K. Apple)

• This posture acknowledges God’s sovereignty over us, fully understanding our own 
limitations and capacities before God. It is He who has created us; it is He who 
provides for us; it is He who directs our paths; it is He who loves us beyond our 
earthly understanding.

• We, both individually and as a church are “called to be the visible witnessing 
community of the gospel of Jesus Christ.” (Anne H. K. Apple)  We are born to 
wonder…to Love… to Praise.  Wonder at the creation around us where we find God. 
To Love the people we encounter, with God’s unconditional love. To praise God for 
all His mighty works we observe in our own lives and out in the world.

• Look at the mighty works of Jesus in our gospel lesson today. The demons identify 
Him as “the Holy One of God”.  And Jesus shows His power over the demons of the 
world, who speak lies to our world still today. His example to those watching was a 
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‘teaching with authority’ as the demons were rebuked and destroyed by HIS 
‘WORDS’.  The name of JESUS still has power over all those demons in our own day. 
Do we call on His name to help fight the spiritual battle against these demons?

• The core of Jesus ministry was to teach. Are we teachable? The OT shows that time 
and time again, people were not teachable. Are we teaching others with humility and 
love?  When we witness to people, we open ourselves up to God’s Word, the Holy 
Scriptures, and allow God to speak through us to those who need to hear His Word.

• A meditation I read this week used this analogy. Think of a beautiful performance 
hall, where a grand opera is about to be performed. We are like the ushers. We are not 
the point, the great spectacle on the stage that is about to happen is the point.

• So we can think of ourselves as ‘ushering people into the presence of the Almighty,’ 
when they are dying, or when they come to worship; when they are in troubling 
circumstances, or when they are joyful for the birth of a new child. Everything should 
point to Christ.

• Just as John the Baptist did not point to himself, but was sure to point directly to 
Christ. This is our calling as the church, to point people to Christ Jesus, our Lord and 
Savior.  

• Do we hoard all that God lavishes upon us, or are we sharing it with the world? This 
is how His love and grace can spread and compound. There’s a poem I want to share 
that reflects this sort of posture we’ve been considering.

(anonymous)
I got a dozen roses from a friend the other day 
But I only have one left, for I gave them all away. 

I gave one to my sister, who to me is very dear 
In the hopes that it will bring to her a little floral cheer 

I took one to a friend who's not feeling very well 
The flower or the visit, which helped more, I could not tell. 

The rest went to the ones who've helped me in so many ways 
They have been a cheerful presence on my dreariest of days. 

The roses were so pretty, I just could not keep them all 
Except one single rosebud, standing beautiful and tall. 

My friend gave me the flowers to help brighten up my day 
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But the biggest joy I received was giving them away.

• By giving away the grace and love that we have so generously been given by God, we 
not only affect those in the world who are watching, but His love increases in the 
world and His Kingdom grows. What better way to spread the Good News. But we 
must ask ourselves how devoted we are in giving out this self sacrificial love?

There was a Pastor, who after a few of the usual Sunday evening hymns, slowly stood 
up, walked over to the pulpit and, before he gave his sermon for the evening, briefly 
introduced a guest minister who was in the service that evening. In the introduction, 
the pastor told the congregation that the guest minister was one of his dearest friends 
from his childhood, and that he wanted him to have a few moments to greet the church 
and share whatever he felt might be appropriate for the service. 

With that, an elderly man stepped up to the pulpit and began to speak. He said, ”A 
father, his son, and a friend of his son were sailing off the Pacific Coast, when a fast 
approaching storm blocked any attempt to get back to shore. The waves were so high 
that, even though the father was an experienced sailor, he could not keep the boat 
upright, and the three were swept into the ocean as the boat capsized." 

The old man hesitated for a moment, making eye contact with two teenagers who were, 
for the first time since the service began, looking somewhat interested in the story. The 
aged minister continued with his story. "Grabbing a rescue line, the father had to make 
the most excruciating decision of his life: to which boy would he throw the other end of 
the life line. He only had seconds to make the decision. The father knew that his son 
was a Christian, and he also knew that his son's friend was not. The agony of his 
decision could not be matched by the torrent of the waves. As the father yelled out, 'I 
love you, son!', he threw out the life line to the son's friend. By the time the father had 
pulled the friend back to the capsized boat, his son had disappeared beneath the raging 
swells into the black of night. His body was never recovered." 

By this time, the two teenagers were sitting straight up in the pew, anxiously waiting 
for the next words to come out of the old minister's mouth. "The father," he continued, 
"knew his son would step into eternity with Jesus, and he could not bear the thought of 
his son's friend stepping into an eternity without Jesus. Therefore, he sacrificed his son, 
to save the son's friend. How great is the love of God that He could do the same for us. 
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Our heavenly Father sacrificed His only begotten Son that we could be saved. I urge 
you to accept His offer to rescue you and take hold of the life line." 

With that, the old man turned and sat back down in his chair as silence filled the room. 
The pastor of the church, again walked slowly to the pulpit and delivered a brief 
sermon with an invitation at the end. However, no one responded to the appeal. 

Within minutes after the service, the two teenagers were at the old man's side. "That 
was a nice story," said one of the boys, politely, "but I don't think it was very realistic for 
a father to give up his only son's life in hopes that the other boy would become a 
Christian." 

"Well, you've got a point there," the old man replied, glancing down at his worn Bible. 
Sorrow began to overtake the old man's smiling face as he once again looked up at the 
boys and said, "It sure isn't very realistic, is it? But I'm here today to tell you that I 
understand more than most, the pain God must have felt to give up His only Son. For 
you see, I'm the man who lost his son to the ocean that day, and my son's friend that I 
chose to save is your pastor.”

Who do you choose to save with the sacrificial love and grace of Christ Jesus?

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  AMEN
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