
• There was a teacher who was helping one of her kindergarten students put on his boots. He had 
asked for help, and she could see why. With her pulling and him pushing, the boots still didn't 
want to go on. By the time the second boot was finally on, she had worked up a sweat.  

• She almost whimpered when the little boy said, "Teacher, they're on the wrong feet." She 
looked, and sure enough, they were. It wasn't any easier pulling the boots off, than it was 
putting them on. She managed to keep her cool, as together they worked to get the boots back 
on -- this time on the correct feet.  

• He then announced, "These aren't my boots." She bit her tongue rather than get right in his 
face and scream, "Why didn't you say so?" like she wanted to. Once again, she struggled to help 
him pull off the ill-fitting boots.  

• Then he said, "They're my brother's boots. My Mom made me wear them." The teacher didn't 
know whether she should laugh or cry. She mustered up the grace to wrestle the boots back on 
his feet again.  

• Then she said, "Now, where are your mittens?" He said, “Oh, I stuffed them in the toes of my 
boots.”   It’s always a little tough to walk in the boots of another, isn’t it? 

• Elisha today follows Elijah his teacher, with faithful perseverance and the desire for all that he 
would need to fulfill God’s purposes in him, as he accepts the mantle of his mentor Elijah. He 
sees in this great prophet, an example of what he is being called to do as well, and he seeks to 
learn all that he can from him. 

• Three times Elijah tells Elisha to “stay here,” while he would go onto where the Lord had sent 
him. Elisha shows his devotion to his teacher those three times by saying, “As the Lord lives, 
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.”   

• Twice as they travel to the company of prophets, they tell Elisha that his master will be taken 
from him. But he does not like them speaking this way of his teacher before he is actually gone. 

• Finally Elijah rolls up his mantle, strikes the water and it parts the waters of the Jordan until 
they both cross the river on dry ground. Another Exodus of sorts, but of one of God’s prophets 
as he hands his mantle over to Elisha who would carry on after him. 

• Elisha asks for a double share of Elijah’s spirit, which is granted with specific terms. Then, 
representing God in “a chariot of fire and horses,” “and in a whirlwind,” Elijah is taken up to 
heaven with God. Elisha is left to mourn the loss of his sacred teacher and to carry on. 

• The love connection between teacher and student is clear here. Elisha’s loving devotion is 
marked with the tearing of his garments as he mourns the loss of his beloved teacher. He may 
also be mourning the loss of his former life, now to change, as he must now carry on, in the 
prophet’s footsteps. 

• How scary it can be when we approach new tasks for God. Even if we are properly trained, it 
can be difficult to commit to the responsibilities expected of us. But we know that we can do all 
things with God who strengthens us for the job.  

• Have you taken on a new role, or are perhaps considering a new role that puts 
the fear of God in you? Is the fear keeping you from stepping forward? Or are 
you discerning just where God is leading you? 
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• At the recent Parish Leadership Conferences, those who attended were given a brief test to 
assist in finding our strengths and gifts for use in the Kingdom of God. Some of the results were 
quite surprising, and some were expected. We might want to have the congregation take the 
exam just to help each of us understand more clearly what God might be calling us to, in 
ministry for His kingdom. 

• Elisha was faithful to the process and was blessed with the extra spirit which allows for his 
personal transformation. We too, need to be faithful to the process God provides us, for the 
sake of our own spiritual growth, and for His Kingdom purposes. 

• Similarly in our gospel lesson, Jesus takes Peter, James and John up the mountain where He is 
transfigured before them in His Glory! They also see Moses who represents the Law, and Elijah 
representing the Prophets. Both are there, talking with Jesus. Together they meet. The 
fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets, Jesus Christ the Messiah, meets with those who 
represent the Law and the Prophets.   

• His glowing radiance reveals Him in His glory, and the voice of God confirms to them exactly 
who Jesus is, just in case the disciples had any doubt. Naturally the timing of this is crucial. 
They will need to hold on tight to this piece of information as Jesus fulfills His destiny and 
gives His life as the ransom for many souls.  

• Not long from this point, he will be crucified and they will really struggle with the loss of their 
teacher, to whom they have been devoted those three years. Where do they go, what will they 
do? Will their lives also be at stake? How will his Transfiguration help them as they 
seek to walk faithfully in His sandals? 

• They will have to carry on Jesus’ calling of mission to spread the Good News when he is 
resurrected from the dead and returns to God’s right hand in all His glory. We too, need this 
nugget of truth to encourage us in our own faith, to empower us, so that we who have seen “His 
light shine out of the darkness,” can reveal Him, and His light to this darkened world. 

• Filling His ‘sandals’ is a very big task, one which we could not do in our own power. We must 
truly seek His power, His wisdom and inspiration to become the people He created us to be, for 
His Kingdom purposes.  

• He has specific purposes for each one of us and we should be seeking to find out what that 
purpose is. We need to be transformed into the person we were created to be, all to His honor 
and glory. We need His strength and gifts to be able to ‘bear our cross’ and show His light in all 
that we do. 

• Are we discipling someone?  That is, are we teaching anyone how to live a Christian?  Are we 
modeling this lifestyle in the world? Disciples should be making disciples. That is what 
we are called to do, it is part of our purpose in the world. 

• If we’re watching the Olympics, we will see many athletes competing for medals. I love when 
they are interviewed and respond by giving God the credit. That goes so far in helping others 
understand His goodness. Some Christian athletes recognize God’s hand in their success and it 
gives me great joy and gladness when that is acknowledged and shared publicly in the world. 
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• We can do the same with events in our own lives, when we vocalize and give God the credit, as 
we share His light in the world. This is why we continue to look for those ‘God moments,’ so 
that we can help one another to see God at work in our lives. 

• I recently heard about a movie that just came out, directed by Clint Eastwood. It’s called, “The 
15:17 to Paris”. It’s based on a ‘true story’ and the three young men who are the stars of the 
feature film, are the actual young men from the story. Clint Eastwood felt that they could more 
accurately portray themselves, than any actor might be inclined to do, and he’s taking some 
flack for not putting well known actors in those key roles. But they are willing to let God’s light 
shine through them to tell His story of redemption to this dark world. 

• You may have actually heard about this story in the news back in 2015, when the train that left 
from Amsterdam at 15:17 p.m. bound for Paris, had another young man begin shooting 
passengers. The 3 Christian young men were onboard and ultimately helped to shut down this 
terrorist attack. At least one of the men was shot and still goes on to save others. 

• It’s interesting that Clint Eastwood decided that this story must be told in its fullness, because 
there is a Christian aspect of the story which had not been told in the news. The three young 
men knew they were on God’s earth for a specific purpose, and in this story they recognize that 
they had been put at this place, and this particular time, for this specific purpose. As Christians, 
they had realized God’s purpose for their lives and had fulfilled His will for them, or at least 
part of it. 

• Hopefully, none of us will face such dangerous purposes in our lives. But we can pray that we 
are faithful to whatever God plans, and that our actions and words fulfill His purposes in 
whatever circumstances we find ourselves. There is no better place to be, than in God’s will for 
our lives, and in His strength and with His wisdom within that will.  

• Are any of us uncertain of God’s direction for our lives? Are we uncertain of our 
gifts to be used for His Kingdom purposes? Do we struggle to find purpose 
within the circumstances we find ourselves?  

• Or perhaps we have an inkling of God’s desire for us, but we’re just not willing to follow His 
call. If God is truly calling you to do something, the calling will not go away. If you need 
assistance in discerning His call on your life, seek out some spiritual direction, spend time 
in the Word of God, and in prayer. 

• Lent is the perfect time to really dig deep and uncover new spiritual territory for God. Ash 
Wednesday is upon us, so as we approach the season of Lent, we should seek ways to grow our 
faith, focus our ministries and proclaim God’s truth in the world.  

• God spoke to Peter, James and John up on the mountain top and said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, listen to Him!”  He is the one we need to seek, His Word speaks to our hearts and 
directs our paths. The Gospel is not veiled to those who seek Him. 

• There’s a story told of a young and successful executive who was traveling down a 
neighborhood street, going a bit too fast in his new Jaguar. He was watching for kids darting 
out from between parked cars and slowed down when he thought he saw something.  As his car 
passed, no children appeared.  Instead, a brick smashed into the Jag's side door!   
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• He slammed on the brakes and spun the Jag back to the spot from where the brick had been 
thrown.  He jumped out of the car, grabbed the kid and pushed him up against a parked car 
shouting, "What was that all about and who are you?  Just what do you think you are 
doing?" Building up a head of steam, he went on. "That's a brand new car and that brick you 
threw is going to cost a lot of money.  Why did you do it?"  

• The little guy pleaded to the man, “Please, mister, please.  I'm sorry, but I didn't know what else 
to do!"  "I threw the brick because no one else would stop."  Tears were streaming down the 
boy's face as he pointed around the parked car.   

• "It's my brother," he said.  "He rolled off the curb and fell out of his wheelchair and I can't lift 
him up."  Sobbing, the boy asked the executive, "Would you please help me get him back into 
his wheelchair?  He's hurt and he's too heavy for me."  

• Moved beyond words, the driver tried to swallow the rapidly swelling lump in his throat.  He 
lifted the young man back into the wheelchair and took out his handkerchief and wiped the 
scrapes and cuts, checking to see that everything was going to be okay.   

• "Thank you and God bless you," the grateful child said to him.  The man then watched the little 
boy push his brother down the sidewalk toward their home.  

• For the man, it was a long walk back to his Jaguar...a long, slow walk.  He never did repair the 
side door.  He kept the dent to remind himself not to go through life so fast that someone has 
to throw a brick at you to get your attention.  

• God whispers in our souls and speaks to our hearts.  Sometimes when we don't have time to 
listen, He has to throw a "brick" at us.  It's our choice.  Listen to the whisper - or wait for the 
brick. 

• Walking in Jesus’ sandals is a tall order for we Christians, we certainly need an abundance of 
His grace, but we aren’t meant to do this on our own. For He has promised to always be with 
us. “He will never leave us or forsake us.” (Hebrews 13:5)  

• And as Paul’s letter to the Colossians says, “We have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to 
walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work 
and increasing in the knowledge of God. May you be strengthened with all power, according to 
his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who 
has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the 
domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” (Col 1:9-14;) 

• May we be found faithful to walk in His ways, to the glory of His Name. 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. AMEN
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