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4 Advent - A 12/18/16 
Perspectives 

 

• We are in the final stretch, the 4th week of Advent.  We have one week 
to get all the final preparations completed as we await the coming of the 
Lord Jesus.  Hopefully He will find room in our hearts at His appearing. 

• Trials and circumstances of life cause us to ask questions. But 
sometimes we need to ask a different question in order to gain the 
correct perspective and find an answer or fresh direction. New 
Perspective can give us an awareness that can bring clarity.   

• Perspective is not what we see, but the way we see it.   

• Our Bible study on Wednesday evenings is giving us just that, a new 
perspective.  We have been looking from Mary’s perspective, and we 
started by looking at Mary’s life after the resurrection and we are working 
our way back to the birth story; but keeping the birth story in Mary’s mind 
all the while, as she experiences these other stories which come from 
her life and that of the Holy Child Jesus.  

• We have had to ask ourselves some very different questions, that I think 
have been found to be fruitful to our understanding.   

• Here last Sunday we focused on Mary’s story found in Luke which we 
call the ‘Magnificat.’   We saw how Mary’s dependence and faithfulness 
in God resulted in her obedience and JOY from God.  

• This week we change perspectives again, and will look at the birth story 
in Matthew from Joseph’s perspective. And we find Joseph in a bit of a 
pickle!  We hear of another angel and more FEAR. They seem to always 
come together! 

• Who of us couldn’t relate?  His fiancé is suddenly found to be with child 
and Joseph knows for sure that this is NOT his child. The betrothal or 
engagement in those days was a binding agreement similar to marriage. 
And since he knows he’s not the father, this means that Mary must have 
been unfaithful or adulterous.  The law provided for divorce in 
circumstances of adultery. 

• Joseph really does care for Mary so he decides he’s going to just quietly 
divorce her and move on with his life. UNTIL…God sends the Angel to 
him in a dream.  



 

 Page 2 

• Now we don’t know why God chose this method to reach Joseph, 
perhaps Joseph was so strong willed, he just wouldn’t entertain any 
other thought about how to deal with the ‘situation’.  Perhaps God felt the 
only way to get his attention and to have a captive audience with Joseph 
was to meet him while he was asleep! 

• Either way, the impact had the desired affect and Joseph’s mind was 
changed; he found a new perspective.  The angel had relayed that this 
child was from the Holy Spirit.  “For the child conceived in her is from the 
Holy spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus.”  Pretty 
clear details.   

• The Scripture goes on to tell us the reason for the name, “For he will 
save his people from their sins.”  This is what the name Jesus means: 
‘Yahweh saves,’ God to the rescue! 

• In this same piece of scripture we see a quotation from our OT lesson, 
Isaiah 7:14; “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel.”  This name means ‘God with us.’ 

• These names reveal so much for us.  They give us God’s perspective 
and reason behind sending His Son to us.  Not only was the purpose to 
save us from our sinful nature, but it is also the portrait of God in human 
flesh revealed for us! 

• We can see through Jesus what true perfection looks like; we can see 
the goal and image God would like for each of us, what a Holy life looks 
like, how the Holy One deals with situations in life.  He is our example of 
how to live our lives, based in Peace and Love. And we find this in His 
Word. 

• We who have been baptized into His family of believers all have Him 
dwelling within us.  We are mysteriously part of this Emmanuel - God 
with us!  What a comforting fact this is as we journey through life, 
knowing that He is always with us. 

• This also speaks so clearly of God’s desire for us to be in relationship 
with Him, in fact not just us, but for the whole of creation.  We see in the 
opening of Paul’s letter to the Romans how God changed Paul’s 
perspective as well. 

• This one who was a zealot, persecuting the early church, changed by his 
experience of the resurrected Jesus. And now he labels himself as an 
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apostle.  The term apostle is generally given to the 12 who lived 
alongside Jesus and learned directly from him.  Paul here included 
himself with those apostles, even though he came afterward. 

• ‘Apostle’ means ‘sent out people’. So as we read this introduction to 
the full letter it gives us clues to the purpose of the whole letter.   

• He is a servant of Jesus Christ, but this word actually is closer to the 
word slave.  Paul considers that he has enslaved himself to Jesus Christ 
as a person ‘called out’ and separated to share the Good News (that’s 
what gospel means) and it is the Good News of God. 

• Paul clearly wants all to know that Jesus comes from the line of David, 
which is through Joseph, by the way.  So we see the importance of 
Joseph’s involvement and his obedience in the whole birth narrative too.  
The Messiah was prophesied to come from the line of King David. Now 
we know through his connection to Joseph, this has been fulfilled in 
Jesus. 

• Romans makes clear too the purpose of Jesus as Son of God who came 
with power and overcame death in His resurrection from the dead.  We 
receive the gift of grace and apostleship from Jesus. 

• Grace is that unmerited gift we receive to remove our sins, because 
Jesus was the one time perfect sacrifice through that OT sacrificial 
system in order to forgive sins. 

• Because we are now free from our sins we live in gratefulness, but 
notice Paul talks about apostleship and he means this for us, as well as 
himself.  This is what we are called to, in order that through our 
obedience in faith (like Mary and Joseph) we can share this Good News 
with all the Gentiles, in fact any and all who do not know His saving 
Grace. 

• All for His Name’s sake. Jesus, the One who saves us - God with us who 
saves us.  Since it is God who saves us, we too must save others. 

• Everything we do for God is based upon our concept of God. Who 
we know Him to be which is revealed in His WORD, and by what we 
experience as His saved people.   

• How have you seen God revealed recently?   
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• The ways are varied and many I hope.  In the beauty of the snow, the 
songbirds at our feeders, in the colorful sunrise and sunset, in the cherub 
faces of the innocent children around us; In the resolution of 
relationships, and in the provision for the poor, the hungry and needy this 
Christmas. 

• I am in awe of the selflessness we see in Joseph and Mary, who were 
obedient to God’s call on their lives.  As I said last Sunday, I can’t 
imagine that any of us has that weighty of a call on our lives, but 
whatever the call is, it is imperative to the plan that God has set. 

• We are all part of God’s Divine Plan of Salvation to the world.  We must 
find ourselves with the profound trust we see in Joseph and Mary as we 
face details within our own days. 

• Our Collect asks God to create in us a ‘mansion prepared for His 
presence’ because we are asking Him into our lives each and every day.  
That He will act to purify our consciences and work in us so that we 
reveal who He is to the world. 

• We too, like Paul, Mary and Joseph have been set apart for His 
purposes in the world.  Maybe that means here in the Butternut Valley; 
maybe that means being prayerfully or financially supportive of God’s 
mission to another part of the world beyond - like Tennessee where the 
wildfires struck so fiercely; or perhaps to the hungry living in cardboard 
boxes on the city streets in New York; maybe it is to start a widow’s 
support group or some other focus group where you can use your God-
given talents. 

• Be certain of one thing, God is calling you, He calls each of us, like Paul, 
to be a servant as a ‘sent people’ or an apostle, set apart with His power 
to fulfill His call on our lives. The call may look differently for each of us 
because He works through us all in different ways, using the various gifts 
of each of His children. 

•  If you’re having difficulties discerning what God is calling you to do in 
His Kingdom, perhaps you need to ask a different question?  Perhaps 
you need a new perspective.   

• In our final week of Advent, may we make our prayer, Come Lord Jesus, 
Come - prepare that mansion within us for Your Holy presence to dwell 
and to work Your wonderful ways in the world where you have planted 
us to grow and be fruitful. 



 

 Page 5 

• We have nothing of which to be afraid, for God is with us, Emmanuel, 
Come Lord Jesus, Come and be with us.   

 
In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. AMEN  


