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Introduction 
 
The First Presbyterian Church of Elmhurst is a small country church with a very big heart. We 
place our faith in the promises of Jesus Christ as found in Scripture and are devoted to the 
preaching and teaching of His Word. We are fiscally conservative and follow a traditional 
reformed theology. This study was conducted to understand where we have been, what we are 
doing, and what God is calling us to be and do.  
 
Our vision: is to remain faithful to Jesus Christ guided by the inerrant Word of God, the Holy 
Bible, welcoming those who have a desire to worship and serve Him, and developing 
relationships with God and each other and to grow through prayer, communion, study, 
teaching, and outreach. 
 
Our mission: is to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ.  Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus 
Christ we commit ourselves to nurturing our faith through prayer and study. We endeavor to 
share and teach our faith to others so believers may be equipped to reach out to the 
community and the world, that the lost may be found, people in need may be served, the 
lonely be enfolded into community, and all be done to the glory of God. 
 
Our History 
 
We are a small church in a small bedroom community between a larger town of Moscow, three 
miles to the South and the City of Scranton, eight miles to the North.   
 
The church was organized under the Presbytery of Lackawanna on February 23, 1891 and 
incorporated as The First Presbyterian Church of Elmhurst on May 20th the same year. It began 
with an enrolled congregation of twenty-four. 
 
The congregation began construction of a wooden building on the site where the present 
church stands with a manse built next door.  During a thunderstorm on August 12, 1912, the 
church was struck by lightning and burned.  Fifteen months later on Sunday, November 9, 1913 
the present stone church was dedicated.  Land was purchased on the Blue Shutters Road and in 
1964 the present manse was built.  The original manse was used as an Education Building until 
it was torn down and a new Education Building constructed in 1984.   
 
We have had many pastors in our 120 years such as Alfred H. Ackley, who was pastor from 1921 
to 1923.  Pastor Ackley was a prolific hymn writer most notably known for the hymn “He Lives”.  
Reverend Frank Sneberger served from 1935 to 1953, traveling “over the mountain” from his 
church in Jessup to pastor Elmhurst. Through his leadership he helped build the church 
spiritually and financially in the midst of the Great Depression and World War II.  Our pastor J. 
Harry McElroy, the first to live in the newly built manse, served for thirty five years. During his 
tenure the Elmhurst church experienced one of, if not the, largest growth periods. Through his 
teaching have come many of our present day leaders. 
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Through the years we have had Discussion Groups, where we met in members’ homes, studying 
the Word of God, our Sunday school flourished with members totaling close to 80.  Bible School 
held in the summer reached out to all children in the community, Boy scouts and Girl Scouts 
met in our buildings and Evangelism Explosion went out into the community.  Child Evangelism 
Fellowship met each week in our church, two church services were held each Sunday morning 
and on many occasions on Sunday night.  There were couples clubs, men’s breakfasts, coffee 
hours, many if not all open to the community, providing fellowship, education and good food, 
and fun to our congregation and members of the community. 
 
It is in this spirit that we move forward drawing on our past, but striving to remain true to the 
call of Christ to “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation” and to 
“Love one another: just as I have loved you”. 
 
Our Community 
 
According to the 2010 census the population of Elmhurst Township and the six communities 
surrounding the church is 16,360. The population of Elmhurst Township is 894, Roaring Brook is 
1,907, Jefferson Township is 3,731, Madison Township is 2,750, Moscow Borough is 2,026, 
Covington Township is 2,284 and Spring Brook Township stands at 2,768. A PCUSA report 
indicates an estimated population within a 7-mile radius of the church at 23,400. Major cultural 
groups included 97.5% white, 0.3% black, 0.7% Hispanic and 1.4% other. Average household 
income was listed at $52,793 or 3.7% below the U.S. average. 
 
Other churches: 
 
Since the mid-nineteenth century the Lackawanna Valley has been noted for its diversity of 
churches. See Appendix A for a list of most of the churches within a radius of 5-6 miles of 
Elmhurst church. 
   
Health Care and Community/Social Services Agencies: 
 
The area is well served by community organizations and social services agencies.  The following 
link provides access to the Lackawanna County (health care) Resource Guide:  
http://www.health.pa.gov/My%20Health/Documents/Lackawanna%20County%20Resource%2
0Guide.pdf. 
 
Educational facilities abound in the area. Along with an ample selection of private, parochial 
and charter schools there are many notable schools of higher learning nearby. See a listing in 
Appendix B. 
 
Recreation and relaxation: 
 
Additional information on services and recreation and relaxation may be found on the 
Lackawanna County web page at: http://www.lackawannacounty.org. 

http://www.health.pa.gov/My%20Health/Documents/Lackawanna%20County%20Resource%20Guide.pdf
http://www.health.pa.gov/My%20Health/Documents/Lackawanna%20County%20Resource%20Guide.pdf
http://www.lackawannacounty.org/
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Situated between the Pocono and Endless Mountains and just two hours from New York City 
and Philadelphia provides nearly endless opportunities for recreation and relaxation. Nearby 
are an abundance of lakes, streams and rivers, municipal, county, state and national parks that 
will not disappoint those drawn to the outdoors. Museums, cultural centers, historic sites, 
festivals, sports venues and professional sports and more are all available locally. This link will 
provide far more detailed information than we have room for here: http://www.visitnepa.org/. 
 
 
Our Congregation 
 
Our 58 member congregation is nearly 100% Caucasian. It is aging with about 45% over 65 
years old. Other age groupings are: “25 and under” – 14%, “26 to 45” – 15%, “46-55” – 16%, 
“56-65” – 13%.  
 
The greatest numbers of our members are from the communities surrounding the church but 
25% of the membership is scattered beyond. 
 
Worship Services 
 
Presently 11:00 AM Sunday mornings. With special services held on Maundy Thursday evening 
and Christmas Eve. Members of the congregation also participate in community Lenten services 
along with other churches in the area. Communion is presently celebrated six times a year. 
 
Ministry Teams and Focus 
 
In the fall of 2015 our church sponsored a new video study titled “Israel’s Mission”, by 
renowned teacher and historian, Rev. Ray Vander Laan. Meeting at the North Pocono Public 
Library, the lessons explored the mission God gave to the Israelites to become a kingdom of 
priests and how it applies to people in the world today. The five-part series met on the first 
Thursday of each month beginning September 3rd and had an average attendance of 28. 
 
The next offering of Rev. Vander Lann’s “That the World May Know” series “Volume 14 – The 
Mission of Jesus” is slated to begin on August 4th, 2016 and will again be held in cooperation 
with the North Pocono Public Library. 
 
We offer written prayers each Sunday during worship and follow up by sending cards to those 
for whom we have prayed. During the week our prayer chain members pray for any called-in 
needs. 
 
Our Monday Evening Pray Group meets each Monday to lift up our church and community to 
the Lord. 
 

http://www.visitnepa.org/
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The Board of Deacons, for many years, have distributed food baskets to families at Thanksgiving 
and Christmas and throughout the year helped some others in need.  
 
Our Presbyterian women’s group is always ready to provide funeral luncheons for member’s 
families in our Christian Education Building. They hold meetings, have a summer picnic, a 
Christmas Meditation and Tea and conduct an annual mother/daughter Mother’s Day dinner. 
 
Our monthly newsletter will once again be published starting in September 2016 and made 
available on-line at our web page or in printed format, for members, former members and 
friends of the church.  The Church picnic held in August of each year and quarterly soup and 
sandwich luncheons bring members and friends together throughout the year. 
 
Our dedicated and highly talented choir and organist enhance Sunday worship services with 
traditional and contemporary Christian music. 
 
Missions 
 
Our benevolence budget has been set by the congregation at 10 percent of the previous year's 
total envelope receipts. This tithe is used to support the following Christ Centered ministries: 
 
Athletes In Action: (athletesinaction.org)   

Bridges International: (www.bridgesinternational.com)  

Camp Lackawanna: (www.presbycamlackawanna.org)  

Child Evangelism Fellowship: (www.cefonline.com)  

Cru: (www.cru.org)  

Focus on the Family: (www.focusonthefamily.com)  

FPC Elmhurst Board of Deacons: (www.fpcelmhurstpa.org)  

International Needs: (www.internationalneeds.us) 

Missionary Retreat Fellowship: (www.missionaryretreat.org)  

Northeast Pennsylvania Youth for Christ: (www.nepayfc.com)  

Project Re-Entry Lackawanna County Prison Ministry:  

The Navigators: (www.navigators.org)  

World Vision: (www.worldvision.org)  

WPEL Christian Radio: (www.wpel.org)  

 

Last year’s total was over $5,800 and was distributed to 14 Christian organizations.  In addition 
to our benevolence giving, we collect for the North Pocono Food Pantry and the Dry Goods 
Pantry all year, we filled shoe boxes for Franklin Graham's children’s Christmas project, 

http://www.cru.org/communities/athletes.html
http://www.bridgesinternational.com/
http://www.presbycamlackawanna.org/
http://www.cefonline.com/
http://www.cru.org/
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/
http://www.fpcelmhurstpa.org/
http://www.missionaryretreat.org/
http://www.nepayfc.com/
http://www.navigators.org/
http://www.worldvision.org/
http://www.wpel.org/
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Samaritan’s Purse, and our Presbyterian Women contribute to other missions. 
 
The local Youth for Christ holds meetings in our Christian education Building throughout the 
year and the North Pocono Blood Council of the American Red Cross uses the facility for a blood 
drive each year. 
 
Christian Education 
 
Our Sunday School continues to teach the Bible to a variety of ages meeting for an hour every 
Sunday morning from 9:45 to 10:45 AM.  Our longest running, the women’s Bible study which 
meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month in the Christian Education building with 
Bible Study and a bag lunch following the study. 
 
Facilities 
 
Our present day church was built in 1913. The congregation decided to construct a stone 
church that is a replica of a little stone chapel somewhere in England. Between that year and 
1972 our members paid off all debts and had a mortgage burning ceremony. Over the years 
through gifts and donations we have continued to improve and update our church. We have a 
beautiful large stained glass Gethsemane window above the choir loft, a wooden beamed 
ceiling, stained glass windows around the sanctuary and Gothic light fixtures. The basement has 
a sitting room as well as meeting rooms that can be partitioned, as well as two rest rooms. 
 
Next to the sanctuary is our Church Education building. This was built in 1983 after our old 
building was torn down. The first floor has a large kitchen and a large hall used for many church 
gatherings. The lower floor has six Sunday School rooms, a pastor’s office as well as the church 
secretary's work room, five closets, and two rest rooms.  
 
Our manse was built in 1964 about a mile from the church on a six-acre parcel of land we 
bought with the future in mind. It is a two-story home with four bedrooms and bath on the 
second floor. The first floor has a living room, dining room, kitchen and half bath.  Under the 
main structure is a full basement.  Adjoining the four main rooms on the first floor is a study 
with separate entrance and a one car attached garage with additional storage space.  The back 
yard has an impressive stone fireplace and picnic area to enjoy God’s creation and host family 
and church gatherings 
 
Church Leadership 
 
Our church leadership consists of three boards. There are six Ruling Elders, six Deacons and four 
Trustees.  Many other ad-hoc leaders can be found from our local congregation filling needs 
and helping others in our church and our community in the spirit of Christ’s love and caring. 
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Membership and Attendance 
 
Our current membership stands at 58. In recent years the average attendance for a Sunday 
worship service has ranged from a high of 58 to the present low of 38. We were recently 
blessed to receive a new adult member and two youth members by confession of faith. 
 
Finances 
 
Liquid Assets: Our church has approximately $99,000 in investments and cash. 
 
Fixed Assets (Property): The value of our properties and church contents is approximately 
$386,000. 
 
Presbytery and Ecumenical Involvement 
 
Our outreach through the Rev. Ray Vander Lann video study, “Israel’s Mission”, brought 
together an average attendance of 28 people of varying ages, faiths, ethnicities and 
socioeconomic levels from local communities. 
 
The next offering of Rev. Vander Lann’s “That the World May Know” series “Volume 14 – The 
Mission of Jesus” is slated to begin on August 4th, 2016. 
 
Elder Judy Smith is a member of Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry and remains very active in 
our church as well. 
 
We send a commissioner to each of the Presbytery meetings. We make a special effort to have 
a commissioner at meetings of Presbytery when there is voting on constitutional amendments. 
 
We continue to participate in community ecumenical services during Lent and Thanksgiving. For 
well over thirty years our church has participated in an ecumenical Easter Sunrise service 
providing organization and participants to conduct the service.  Our pastors have participated in 
local Pastor’s Prayer Group and a Pastor’s Fellowship. 
 
Pastor J. Harry McElroy and Elder Gus Stangline founded and conducted the Junior High 
Wilderness Camp at Lackawanna Presbytery’s Camp Lackawanna for over 19 years. This 
Christ-centered, worship-filled camp helped  
 
Topics for Review and Action: 
 
We recognize that we are not adequately connecting with members that do not currently or 
regularly participate in church services or activities and must develop a plan to improve these 
connections. 
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As with other mainline denominations our membership has dwindled through attrition and 
society’s prevailing lack of interest and acknowledge the need to reach the unchurched by 
moving outside of our comfort zone and resolutely spreading the good news of salvation 
through Jesus Christ in our area. 
 
We concede our need to become more relevant through the use of available tools like social 
media and flexible schedules that will make our church known and draw people to the First 
Presbyterian Church of Elmhurst 
 
Conclusion: 
 
We as a congregation are continuing all our activities without a pastor but feel the need for 
guidance that a teaching elder could provide. Such a minister could encourage and strengthen 
our members, visit the sick and counsel those in need. 
 
We recognize our need of pastoral guidance. We look for someone to teach and mold existing 
and future leaders of the church and to reinforce our understanding of reformed Christian faith 
as so succinctly described in the Apostles Creed. 
 
We seek a pastor to guide us in the path of the early believers who “devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2: 42) that 
we might grow in our own faith and encourage others to share in that same faith. 
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APPENDIX A 
 
Churches: 
 

Amazing Grace Bible Baptist Church, Moscow 
Cross Roads A.O.G., Elmhurst 
Elmdale Independent Church, Jefferson Township 
Moscow United Methodist, Moscow 
St Eulalia’s R.C., Roaring Brook 
St Mark’s Episcopal, Moscow 
St Catherine’s R.C., Moscow 
 

APPENDIX B 
 
Educational Institutions: 
 

Clark Summit University 
Fortis Institute  
ITT Technical Institute 
Johnson College 
Lackawanna College  
Marywood University 
McCann School of Business and Technology 
North Pocono School District, K-12 
Penn State, Worthington Scranton Campus 
The Commonwealth Medical College 
University of Scranton 

 
In addition to these there are several others within a reasonable commute. 
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