
March 30, 2021 Weekly Devotional 

Good Afternoon Everyone, 

Here is our Holy Week Devotional. This will be our last weekly devotional together. It has been my 

honor and privilege to write them for you. I have learned and grown through this year of writing 

devotionals and I hope you have been blessed by them. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Nate 

 

John 13:1-15 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 

world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 

2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during 

supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 

from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 

around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to 

wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 

“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, 

but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 

“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only 

but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, 

except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew 

who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 12After he had washed 

their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I 

have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So 

if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 

15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 

Washing feet is not a desirable gig. Many of us think feet are kinda weird and gross. And I’m sure 

they were even rougher in the day of Jesus where walking was your most common method of travel. 

This was a job that was so often done by the lowest of household slaves. Yet at the Passover meal, 

where Jesus is having a quiet evening with his closest friends and disciples Jesus himself decides to 

disrobe and wash his disciple’s feet. This was a shock so much so that Peter had to say something 

and demanded that he was Christ’s feet instead. Jesus in washing his disciples feet provided a 

symbolic act of service to his disciples and a ritual cleansing. But in this act as outrageous as it was 

I see something else. The act of Jesus shedding his garments and choosing to wash his disciples’ 

feet; choosing to be a servant mirrors the incarnation of Christ. Jesus did not come to earth to 

conquer in all majesty and glory but rather Jesus put aside that power and privilege and came as a 

lowly poor baby. Jesus came not to rule as a king but to suffer and serve and love those society 

thought were not worth it, like the foot washing slaves. And after he had washed their feet Jesus 

offered a challenge to the disciples, to wash one another’s feet. I don’t think this means Jesus 

wanted his followers to have real clean toes. Rather Jesus is challenging his followers to set aside 

power and privilege and to enter into serving and caring for one another. To not think of yourself as 

to haughty or powerful to serve but to serve in love and care to all. Amen. 
 


