
March 23, 2021, Weekly Devotional 
 

Good Afternoon Everyone, 

Here is our devotional for March 23
rd

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Nate 

 

Hosea 11:1-4, 8-9 

 

“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. 

The more I called them, the more they went from me; 

they kept sacrificing to the Baals, and offering incense to idols. 

Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, I took them up in my arms; 

but they did not know that I healed them. 

I led them with cords of human kindness, with bands of love. 

I was to them like those who lift infants to their cheeks. 

I bent down to them and fed them. 

How can I give you up, Ephraim? 

How can I hand you over, O Israel? 

How can I make you like Admah? 

How can I treat you like Zeboiim? 

My heart recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and tender. 

I will not execute my fierce anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; 

for I am God and no mortal, the Holy One in your midst, 

and I will not come in wrath.” 

Hosea is a difficult book to dive into. God asked the prophet Hosea to marry a prostitute to live a 

symbolic life showing Israel’s unfaithfulness to God. And while there are many uncomfortable 

elements found within this book our passage for today gives us a fascinating window to 

understanding God and God’s love. God in our text speaks about raising the nation and people of 

Israel like a child, someone that they had to lead gently by the hand and who answered when 

God called them. Yet in spite of the nurture and love that God showed Israel so often turned to 

idols like Baal. For much of the book previously God spoke to Israel of how he was going to 

have them suffer terrible consequences for their misdeeds. But here in our text we see the heart 

of God is filled with such deep love for his people. Even when they hurt him and wander away 

God recalls tender images and feelings of holding an infant. And perhaps more so than many 

other places in the scriptures God is shown as wrestling with the need for there to be 

consequences and the great love he holds for his people. God goes as far as saying he can’t treat 

them like Admah and Zeboiim which shared the same fate as Sodom and Gomorrah. There may 

be times in our lives where the actions we have taken that are sinful and destructive result in 

painful consequences, but that does not mean that our God delights in that. No! When 

consequences come God is always moved towards love and restoration. God is always calling us 

back to him and seeking for us to be in renewed relationship together.    
 


