
February 23, 2021 Weekly Devotional 

 Good Afternoon Everyone, 

Our Devotion for this week comes from Matthew 4:1-11. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Nate 

1 “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 He fasted 
forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3 The tempter came and said to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 

4 But He answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’” 

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying 
to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his 
angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your 
foot against a stone.’” 

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor; 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down 
and worship me.” 10 Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 

11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him” 

Jesus after being baptized goes into the wilderness. That rough area outside of society. That 
place that often in Israelite history was associated with their wandering and being far from God. 
God in Jesus Christ goes into the place where God seem scarce. And in that place the tempter 
comes to tempt Jesus to evil. The Tempter offers everything from the temptation to use Godly 
power for flippant reasons, to throwing oneself off the temple, to bowing to him so you could get 
half the kingdoms of the world. If we’re honest with ourselves those are pretty tempting things 
that we’d probably wanna consider. But Jesus not only denounces the tempter he uses scripture 
as his guide and counterargument. Jesus is the Son of God but Jesus used scripture and his deep 
connection to God and time spent with God as his way of exposing the lies the tempter gives, 
even when those lies try to twist scripture itself. In our times of hardship and wilderness it is easy 
to be drawn away to sin. But if we make a concentrated effort to spend time in God’s word and 
spend time with God then maybe we too will be able to spot the lies and falsehoods when 
temptations come calling.   
 


