
Weekly Devotional,  February 16, 2021 
 

Good Afternoon Everyone, 

Here is our devotional for this week 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Nate 

 

Joel 2:12-13 

12 Yet even now, says the Lord, 

return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

13 rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the Lord, your God, 

for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

and relents from punishing. 

 

Joel is one of the prophets of God who were sent to call the people of Israel back into right 

relationship with the Lord. Oftentimes what got in the way of the people following God was their 

tendency to seek selfishness, injustice and greed over gracious loving community and right 

worship. Sometimes the prophets would pronounce judgments and trouble against Israel as 

consequences for how far they strayed from God’s way. But even though there were these 

pronouncements Joel provides some hope still.  

 

It is important to note that Joel begins with “Yet even now”. In the midst of all this judgment and 

hurt God still provides some hope for reconciliation. Return to me says the Lord. Realize where 

you have messed up, realize how far you’ve strayed and come home to me! Fasting, weeping and 

mourning was part of how Israelites showed contrition for their sins but God calls the tearing of 

clothes that would normally be done, but the tearing of hearts. God is saying realize the depth of 

hurt your sin has caused you, me and those around you, don’t just go through the motions.  

 

When we take the time to examine ourselves. When we realize how much our sins have hurt us, 

other people and our relationship with God and truly seek to return to right relationship with God 

and others, we are greeted by a God of mercy and forgiveness who is always there to love us. As 

we begin Lent, let us reflect on where we may have sinned and need to return to the Lord. 

Returning to our great and loving Father in Heaven. 
 


