
Weekly Devotional for February 9, 2021 
 
Good afternoon Everyone, 
Here is our devotional for this week 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Nate 
 
Luke 19:1-10 
19 He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief 
tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could 
not, because he was short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, 
because he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried down and was 
happy to welcome him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one 
who is a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will 
give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.” 9 Then 
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10 For 
the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” 
 
Zacchaeus has a story that is one of the most well known in the Gospels. Many of us have probably sung 
the song about how he was a “wee little man”. But there are a few more elements at play which we may 
not realize on first reading. First is that Zacchaeus is a tax collector. At the time of Jesus this isn’t like 
working for the IRS, Zacchaeus has chosen to collect for the Romans, the oppressors of Israel. Add to 
that it was often thought that tax collectors would swindle people out of their money by lying about 
how much the taxes were. So for these things and others Zacchaeus is outside of his city and the people. 
So he is both outside the crowd because of his height and his profession.   
 
But when Jesus comes to town Zacchaeus climbs a tree so he can see Jesus. And Jesus notices him and 
proclaims that out of all the crowd he will have dinner with him. Jesus picks the person that nobody in 
the town wants anything to do with. And the crowd grumbles all about it, as if Jesus didn’t know who 
Zacchaeus was. But there is a change of heart and Zacchaeus pledges to change, to repay any swindled 
money and give half of his money away. But when Jesus proclaims salvation has come to the house I 
think it’s the salvation of Zacchaeus but also the reuniting of the community together in love. The 
breaking down of dividing and excluding walls. Jesus himself says he has come to seek the lost and bring 
them back into community. Whether that was us when we were lost in our sin or the outsiders around 
us let us always remember that the way of Christ is the inclusion and love of all those who have been 
scorned. Amen. 
 


