
September 2, 2020 

Weekly Devotional 
 

 

Hi everyone,  

Here is our devotional for this week. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Nate 

 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

 

7 even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep[a] me from 

being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep 

me from being too elated.[b] 8 Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave 

me, 9 but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power[c] is made perfect in 

weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 

may dwell in me. 10 Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 

and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 

 

On Sunday we talked about taking up our Cross and following Jesus. That that was something 

that was difficult and challenging. Paul in our text for today is also talking about something 

challenging in 2 Corinthians. We don't know exactly what it is but Paul describes it as "a thorn in 

my flesh". And like many of us when we face hardships and difficulties Paul prays to God for 

relief and for it to be taken away. I want to be clear. That is totally okay and understandable. 

Like I said on Sunday taking up our Crosses means being willing to go into the uncomfortable 

and the painful. Not that we seek self-harm.  

But as we know sometimes when we pray the response we get back isn't what we would have 

chosen. After three tries Paul realizes this isn't going away. As I read this I can't help but think 

about people like my Dad who suffer from some sort of continuous pain every day. How 

frustrating and tiring it must have been for Paul and for our friends in pain. But a friend once told 

me there are three answers to prayer: Yes, not yet, and I'll replace it with something better. And 

while I have found a lot of comfort in those I'd like to add a fourth one from our passage today. I 

will walk with you through it. Paul says the Lord revealed to him that God is strong when we are 

weak. And the times when we are weak are the times when we really lean on God. I pray that we 

can reflect on that this week. Whatever hardship you are facing we can bring it to God. Knowing 

that no matter what the outcome God is strong in our weakness and with us.  

 


