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Not in our lifetime 

 

   I spoke with my brother this week concerning the pandemic our country and the world is 

experiencing. He mentioned that his father-in-law, who is 95 years old, has never experienced 

anything like it in his lifetime. No generation alive today has lived through one.  So how we 

handle the outcome will determine how well we will come out on the other side. 

   During these past few months, have you formed a misconception that we must deal with life’s 

troubles thinking it is wrong to ask why? After all, being a Christian we should simply accept 

and never question, right? Wrong. The patriarchs of the faith all interceded and struggled to 

understand God.  But at the same time the lives of these men model for us a total reliance on 

God, even during questioning. This can be seen by the obedience of the disciples when Jesus said 

“let down your nets”, Peter had to question this request but at the same time did as he was told. 

It is not a sin to doubt. Disbelief is sin, but questioning and sincerely seeking is acceptable to 

God, because in the presence of God you may ask any question you want. For God never turns 

His back on those who ask honest questions.  He never did in the Old Testament; He never did in 

the New Testament. So, if you are asking honest questions of God, He will not turn away from 

you. 

Maybe the reason that God does not always give us the answer to the whys of our existence is 

that He knows we don’t have the capacity to understand the answer.  In learning to depend on 

God, we must accept that we may not know all the answers, but we know Who knows the 

answers.  Like a mentor of mine once told me, “Paul, when you come to the end of your rope tie 

a knot in it and hang on”. May God bless you and your loved ones. 

From Our Missionaries:  

Connection Point, Brookland: Chad White writes, “The past couple of weeks have been 

really good here at Connection Point. I was able to attend a training with the other missionaries 

from the state last week. It was great to learn and to be encouraged by these other men who are 

on the frontlines here in Arkansas. 



“Like many of you, we are struggling with our attendance being low. We continue to 

offer an online option but are ready to be able to expand our ministry to include nursery and 

children’s worship, again. 

“Sunday was a good day. We had some first-time guests with us, and they really seemed 

to have a good experience. We also had some families back for the first time since the COVID-

19 shutdown, and that was awesome, too.  

“Thank you for praying for us as we try to do outreach in this current environment. We 

are also thankful that God is in control and continues to work in us and on us. God bless you all.” 

The Mustard Seed, Cain:  Jim Tollison writes, “We had one of our mission members 

test positive for COVID-19. He last attended services on June 21. He started having symptoms 

on the following Thursday so he wisely skipped services on the 28th. He took the test on 

Monday the 29
th

 and it proved to be positive. That put the mission in an unfortunate 

situation. We had just begun to get back to normal. 

“We decided to err on the side of caution and not have service at the mission Sunday July 

5th and I put a sermon on Facebook.  Sunday the 12th we are going to have an outdoor service if 

the weather cooperates.  Pray for our mission as we work through this adversity. Pray for your 

Brother in Christ as he continues to improve.  He is 39 years old. 

“I am sharing that bit of information to encourage you to take necessary precautions 

regardless of your age. His exposure occurred at work. He is a truck driver delivering to chicken 

plants in Northwest Arkansas (a hot spot for Covid-19.) 

“God Bless you for your continued support.”  

 Misión Creciendo en Cristo [Growing in Christ], North Little Rock: Juan Carlos 

Posadas writes, “As part of our 5th anniversary celebration, we had a Thanksgiving gathering, 

focusing on God's provision for families in our community during the times of the pandemic, of 

course we invited beneficiaries of the food distribution program. Representatives of ten families 

visited us, we had 19 people who attended our meeting for the first time. 

“We enjoyed praising the Lord in the temple parking lot, there were words of thanks from 

the members of the church and our visitors, we shared the gospel, there was a profession of faith. 

We praise God for His work among the residents of North Little Rock. 

Thanks for your prayers 



 Grace, Green Forest: Carter Pearce writes, “This week the BMA lost one of our greats. 

Dr. Jesse Thomas was one man who had a great impact on my life, as he did on virtually 

everyone who attended Central Baptist College. Part of Dr. Thomas’s impact on my life occurred 

long before I was born. He was pastor at Old Liberty Baptist Church when my dad was a 

teenager. Dr. Thomas was my dad’s pastor when my dad surrendered to preach. 

 “It’s not often that one person is able to do so much for multiple generations of ministers. 

When I am asked by other ministers about the BMA, I speak not only of theology but also of the 

family atmosphere within our denomination. Men like Dr. Thomas contribute to that family 

connectedness. 

 “One of my great memories of Dr. Jesse Thomas occurred early in my time at CBC. He 

was asked by a student what we should call him. His response was “I can think of no greater 

honor than to be called Brother.” Dr. Thomas believed that our identity in Christ was/is the most 

important identity we can have, greater even than his educational accomplishments. I look 

forward to seeing Brother Jesse and other greats very soon, when Jesus comes to call us home.” 

 Ebenezer, West Little Rock: Ruben Isturiz writes, (6/28/20) “What a privilege it was to 

be reunited with all the missionaries from the state of Arkansas! Not every week can we have 

this opportunity, to greet each other, in our conversations to talk about what God is doing in our 

congregations, to pray, to be nourished with the Word of God, and thanks to all of you who pray 

for us. Thank you, Bro. Paul, for the care you take for every missionary in the state. 

“As a family we decided to stay one more day at the place of spiritual retreat, so 

Ebenezer in West Little Rock worked without our presence as a family, it was a joy to see the 

video of the celebration service,  each of His talents, gifts for the edification of the body of Christ 

that is His church. I thank God that Ebenezer is two years old and already last Sunday, each 

member attended, sang, and above all the Word of God was preached, we continue to pray for a 

musical director for Sundays. To God be the glory!” 

Faith Chapel, Flippin: Johnny Shew writes, (6/28/20) “We had a blessed week at faith 

Chapel. I was able to join Brother Paul and the other Missionaries and their families in Branson 

for a seminar, Stand Firm Shepherd, Pastoring in Difficult Times, led by Brother Jake 

McCandless. It was a very fruitful few days, the material presented was very good and useful, 

the fellowship was wonderful, and all in all it was a very worthwhile time.  



“The only bad thing was that Karen couldn’t go with me because of having to care for her 

parents. Please keep them and her in your prayers, she has been so faithful in ministering to their 

needs.  

“We have all been sharing and it seems to be a consensus that outreach is one of our 

biggest challenges during this time. But on my way to Branson I received a call from an old 

friend, we went to high school and church together. He has a local morning live television talk 

show in Mountain Home that covers 4 counties called, Down on the Corner with Dale Hoffman. 

They have a FaceBook page. He said that he and his uncle had been talking and his uncle told 

him that the BMA was planting a new mission in Flippin, which is in the coverage area. My 

friend asked if he knew the missionary’s name, he said Johnny Shew, and he exclaimed, I know 

him! Well he called me and asked about the mission and asked if I wanted to be on his talk show 

to promote Faith Chapel. I said are you kidding? of course I do! So then he came to our service 

Sunday morning, said he enjoyed it and scheduled me to be on July 9
th

. It never ceases to amaze 

me at the ways that God meets our needs. This could potentially reach many that I couldn’t on 

my own. Please pray that the interview may bring many new faces to our mission, and glory to 

God.  In Christ’s Love.” 


